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SIEGE  OF  GIBRALTAR. 


The  Frontispiece  to  this  volume  represents  the  principal  Oflicers  of 
the  Garrison  of  Gibraltar  assembled  on  the  ramparts,  to  view  the 
dreadful  scene  which  ensued  from  the  Spanish  battering-ships  being 
set  on  fire.  General  Elliot  on  horseback  in  conversation  with  Gene- 
rals Boyd,  ne  La  Motte,  and  Green,  points  to  Sir  Roger  Curtis,  and 
a  detachment  of  British  seamen,  who,  at  thehazard  of  their  own  livefl. 
are  rescuing  their  vanquished  enemies  from  destruction.  At  a  distance, 
on  the  left,  is  a  view  of  the  camp  of  the  Allied  Army,  and  the  head 
quarters  of  the  Duke  de  Crillon  ;  on  the  right  is  seen  the  Rock  of  G'j^ 
Tdihax.— See  page  306. 
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TO 


O 

UJ 


THE    KING. 


SIR, 

When  I  solicited  the  honour  of  being  permit- 
ted to  place  under  Your  Majesty's  protection  the 
following  Work,  I  was  not  impressed  with  the 
idea,  that  the  excellence  of  the  composition,  but 
that  the  importance  of  the  subject,  might  in  some 
de-ree  entitle  it  to  that  distinction.    The  History 
of  "an   Event  which  reHeets  so   much   lustre   on 
Your  Majesty's  Arms,  could  not,  I  apprehended, 
however  feeble  the  execution,  so  properly  appear 
under  any  other  auspices.  ,  .  ,  ,  „ 

That  Your  Majesty  may  never  be  less  faithiully 
served,  nor  less  successful  against  the  enemies  of 
Your  Crown  and  People,  is  the  sincere  and  fer- 
vent  wish  of 


Your  Majesty's 

much  obliged  and  most  devoted 
Subject  and  Servant, 

John  Drinkwater. 
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PREFACE. 


The  following  History  (as  I  have  presumed  to  call 
it)  is  compiled  from  observations  daily  noted  down  upon 
the  spot ;  for  my  own  satisfaction  and  improvement ; 
assisted  by  the  inf(»rmation  and  remarks  of  several  re- 
spectable characters,  who  also  were  eye-witnesses  of 
the  transactions  therein  recorded. 

Disappointed  in  my  expectations  of  seeing  this  sub- 
ject undertaken  by  an  abler  pen,  nothing  less  than  -a 
conviction  that  an  accurate  detail  of  this  extraordinary 
Siege  might  be  useful,  both  in  a  military  and  historical 
view,  could  have  induced  me,  at  this  late  period,  to 

publish. 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  design,  one  principal  diffi- 
culty has  occurred.  The  work  is  addressed  to  two 
classes  of  readers  :  those  whose  principal  object  in  the 
perusal  of  it  was  entertainment,  I  apprehended,  might 
find  the  relation  too  minute  and  circumstantial ;  and 
that,  from  the  insertion  of  many  particulars,  which 
tho!se  of  the  military  profession  would  greatly  blame 
an  author  for  presuming  to  curtail,  or  omit. 

With  the  former,  it  is  hoped  that  the  necessary  con- 
nexion of  some  events  (which  at  first  may  appear 
trivial)  with  the  gi'cat  business  of  the  Hi>tory,  will  be 
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some  apology  ;  and  I  have  endeavoured  to  diversify  the 
m,  S  such  anecdote,  and  oh^rvations  .  . 
occa-sionally  reUeve  or  awaken  the  ''"'=""»"_  J"^^^^ 
latter  I  shall  not  attempt  any  apology.     The  b.cgc 
of  Gibraltar  afforded  many  instances  of  very  smgu  ar 
exertions  in  the  art  of  Attack  and  Defence,  the  mm.ma, 
of  which  cannot  be  without  their  utihty  to  those    ffi- 
eers  who  make  a  science  of  their  profession ;  and  t  ey 
Istbe  sensible  that  without  PO-'nte^  «—  Jus 
design  could  not  have  been  accomplished      In  sho.t,  ,t 
She  remembered,  that  the  History  of  tins  Siege  is 
It  Ihat  of  a  Mona,  or  of  a  Year,  but  that  it  embraces 
a  period  of  near  four  years,  exhibiting  a  series  of  opera- 
tions perhaps  unparalleled.  Ai.l^.lp 
To  Major  Vallotton,  the  Governor's  First  Aide-d  - 
Camp,  and  Lieut.   HoUoway,    xV.de-de-Camp  to  the 
Chief  engineer,  I  have  particular  pleasure  in  this  op- 
portunitv  of  returning  thanks  for  the  favour  of  many 
^;:;d  communications ;  also  to  other  officers   of  rank 
whose  names  I  have  not  their  permission  to  msert.     1 
Tust  also  acknowledge  having   derived  considerable 
^lutance,  in  the  two  introductory  Chapters,  from  the 
H  tory   of  the  Herculean  Straits.-Great  additions 
"a  e  however  been  introduced ,  and  1  flatter  myself 
upon  the  whole,  that  those  Chapters  will  not  prove  an 
unacceptable  part  of  the  work,  since  they  wdl  render 
TaTcomplete  a  General  History  of  Gibraltar  as  most 
readers  will  require. 
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fire  from  the  Garrison,  and  provokes  their  artillery  to  Protcot  them 
by  a  temporary  cannonade.-The  British  seamen  prepare  to  encamp 
at  Europa  point.-Governor  withdraws  the  prames  from  the  Bay^- 
Encmy's  squadron  reinforced  by  six  ships  of  the  lme.-.\rtiller^ 
make  a  new  arrangement  of  the  ordnanre  on  the  ^^"'•^^""/r^^- 
Two  Fr-nch  men  of  war  join  the  Spanish  squadron,  and  the  batter- 
ine-ships  remove  from  Algeziras  to  the  Orangegrove.-Lieut.  Ge- 
neral Boyd  recommends  the  immediate  u^e  of  red-hot  shot  against 
the  enemv's  batteries. -General   Eliott  makes  additional  arrange- 
ments in  ihc  Garri.son  detail,  and  establ.-hcs  new  alarm  posts  to  the 
different  regiments. -Strength  of  theG.rrison  at  this  period,  with 
the  number  of  workmen  employed   by  the  engineers;    also   the 
strengtii   of  the  Garri.son    guards.-(^.overr.or  accedes  to    General 
Boyd's  i-roposal,  by  which  the  enemy's  works  are  considcibly  de- 
ranged.- The  Mahon  batters-  is  totally  destroyed,  and  oth.r  works 
greatly  iniured.-Narrow  escape  of  two  artillery  offlcers.-The  Duke 
de  Crillon  opens  his  land  batteries—Navy  skuttle  the  frigates,  and 
the  seamen  forme<i  into  a  marine  brigade.-Major  Le-.vi.  command- 
ant of  artillery,  wounded.-Combined  Grand  Fleets  oi  France  and 
Spain  arrive  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar.-Recapitulation  of  the  enemy  s 
naval  and  military  force.-Omen  of  an  eagle.-The  Grand  Attack. 
-Battering-ships  destroyed  by  the  irresistible  fire  of  red-hot  shot.- 
Anecdote  of  General  Boyd.-Names  of  the  batter.ng-ships  -Mode 
of  heating  re<l-hot  shot,  as  pr..ctise<l  by  the  Garrison.-Oamson 
have  intelligence  of  a  relief. -Curiosities  collected  from  the  wrecks 
of  the  battering-ship*.- Anecdote  of  the  Count  de  Rusigniac.-.Anec- 
dote  of  an  Hanoverian  Cadet.-Enemy's  small  craft  disperse.        io7 


CHAP.  VIII. 

Cantain  Curtis  visits  the  Combined  Camp  to  establish  a  cartel  -The 
Spanish  prisoners  taken  in  the  battering-ships  are  exchanged,  except 
the  Walloons,  wl.o  preferred  rcmr^nlngin  the  Garrison,  and  werein- 
corporatcd  into  the.^th  and  Mth re  ;.ments and  CorMcan  ^"'"P^  -f  "; 
my  advance  additional  works  towards  the  Garrison-General  Eliott 
dispatcnes  a  boat  to  Leghorn,  with  official  accounts  of  the  destruc- 
tion  of  theene.ny'sbatt.rmg.ships.-Combmed  Fleer- greatlyd.s.res. 

sed  by  a  sudden  hurricanr.-One  ship  of  the  line  is  driven  under  our 
cuns  awr.-Lord  Howe,with  the  British  Fleet,  appears  in  the  Straits. 
Cut  the  convoy  unfortunately  pass  the  Rock -Letters  to  Gc"^[^; 
Eliott  from  the  British  Ministry-Combined  Fleets  follow  the  Br.tisii 
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Fleet,  but  avoid  an  action.— Lord  Howe  conducts  the  convoy  into 
the  Bay,  and  landing  a  reinforcement  of  two  regiments,  the  25th  and 
59th,  returns  to  the  westward  ;    the  (  ombinc<l  Fleets  pursue.— Offl- 
cers  form  a  Committee  in  the  Garrison  to  fix  a  reasonable  price  up- 
on fresh  provisions.-Prices  established,  contrasted  with  the  sums 
for  which  various  articles  were  sold  during  the  blockade.— Enemy 
renew  their  attacks  with  the  gun-boats.-Enemy  begin  to  ship  off 
their  military  stores.— Engineers  re-erect  with  masonry  a  considera- 
ble flank  of  the  line-wall,  though  exposed  to  the  powerful  artillery 
of  the  enemy.— Enemy  form  the  chimerical  idea  of  blowing  up  the 
north  front  of  the  Rock.-.Anecdote  of  a  Lieutenant  of  the  Navy  — 
Mode  of  annoying  the  enemy's  party  under  the  Rock.-Gun  and 
mortar  boats  attack  the  St.  Michael  and  do  considerable  darna-e. 
-"■Enemy's  men  of  war  quit  the  Bay  for  the  westward,  laden  wUh 
storcs.-Strong  wind,  and  distress  of  the  St    Michael—Enemy 
make  another  powerful  attack  on   the  Garrison  with  their  gun  and 
mortar-boats,  on  Christmas-day,  and  are  opposed  with  great  gal- 
lantry  by  s.r  Charles  Knowles  with  the  gun-boats  of  the  Garrison.- 
Oeneral  Eliott  increases  his  fire  on  the  Enemy's  batteries—Navy 
weigh  up  several  guns  from  the  wrecks  of  the  battering-ships.-Fne- 
my's  gun-boats  renew  their  attacks ;  but  one  of  them  is  sunk,  and 
others  are  greatly   damaged.-Governor  again  retaliates  on  their 
Camp  from  the  Old  mole  head.-Enemy  make  their  last  attack  on 
the  Garrison,  with  the  gun-boats.-The  Duke  de  Crillon  informs 
General  Eliott  that  the  preliminaries  of  a  General  Peace  had  been 
signed  ;   hostilities  in  consequence  cease—Spaniards  withdraw  the 
L'n^"?.,  l^^"  advanced  batteries.- Emperor    of  Morocco 

sends  a  le  ter  with  a  present  of  cattle  to  General  Kliott-Governor 

inX  Thtr?""'r' t'''^"'^'-  ''>•  ^'^-'^"--'"f -^ir  Roger  Curtis 
»r,h  .H  ;;"i'°"-Govemor  visits  the  advanced  batteries,  and  dines 
The  GarH^n  ''  ^'"  ^^oquc-Duke  de  Crillon  returns  the  visit  fn 
the  Garrison  :  .8  surprised  at  his  rt>ception.-H  is  observations.  &c  _ 
Anecdote  of  the  Count  de  Rusigniac.-The  Duke  de  Crillon  quits 

-lir  r    ^^  "^""P'  "'""«  ''''  *^°"'"^«"''  »"  ♦f^-  Marquis  de  .s'ay 
-Sir  Roger  Curtis  goes  on  an  embassy  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco 

-.Preparations  for  investing  the  Governor  with  the  Most  HonoTr^ 

ble  Order  of  the  Bath-General  Eliott's  speech  to  the  Garrison  on 

communicating  to  them  the  thank,  of  the  King  and  both  Ho^sJ^ 

of  Parliament,  for  their  gallant  defence  of  Gibraltar-Ceremon^ 

of  investing  his  Excellency-Conclusive  Remarks.  "l9 
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SIEGE  OF  GIBRALTAR. 


CHAPTER  I. 

General  History  of  Gibraltar  since  it  was  first  noticed.— 
Fortified  under  the  Saracen  empire. — Reduction  of  the 

fortress  by  Ferdinand  of  Castile Retaken  by  the  Moors. 

— Finally  recovered  by  the   Christians Taken  by  the 

Engli.sh. — Besieged  by  the  Spaniards  in  1705;  afterwards 
in  1727 — Succession  of  Governors  to  the  present  time. 

Gibraltar  i.s  situated  in  Andalusia,  the  mcst  southern 
province  of  Spain.  The  rock  is  seven  miles  in  circum- 
ference, forming  a  promontory  three  miles  long ;  and 
is  joined  to  the  continent  by  an  isthmus  of  low  sand  :  the 
southern  extremity  lies  in  36''  2'  30"  N.  lat.  and  in  5<* 
15'  W.  long,  from  the  meridian  of  London. 

Historians,  from  very  early  periods,  have  noticed 
Gibraltar,  or  Mons  Calpe,  by  a  well  known  mytho- 
logical fiction,  denominating  it,  and  Mons  Abyla^  on 
the  opposite  coast  of  Africa,  the  Pillnrs  of  Hercules, 
It  does  not,  however,  appear  that  the  hill  was  ever  in- 
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habited  by  the  Phoenicians,  Carthaginians,  or  Romans, 
who  in  the  first  ages  of  navigation  visited  the  bay,  and 
built  cities  in  its  neighbourhood  ;  or  that  it  ever  engag- 
ed the  attention  of  those  intrepid  and  successful  bar- 
barians who  sc  violently  subverted  the  Roman  empire, 
and  established  a  new  government  in  Spain.  The 
period  when  it  began  to  be  remarkable  for  the  natural 
strength  of  its  situation,  seems  well  ascertained  to  be  in 
the  beginning  of  the  eighth  century,  when  the  Sara- 
cens (then  become  a  powerful  nation  in  the  East,  and 
along  the  coast  of  Africa)  invaded  Spain,  and  soon 
after  made  themselves  masters  of  the  whole  coimtry. 

The  Gothic  kingdom,  wliich  had  existed  in  Spain  for 
300  years,  was,  previous  to  the  invasion  of  the  Sara- 
cens, distracted  with  intestine  divisions  :  the  nation  in 
general  were  become  effeminate,  totally  neglecting  the 
military  discipline  of  their  ancestors :  and  their  monarch 
Roderic,  a  profligate  prince,  not  a  little  accelerated  their 
ruin,  by  ravishing  the  daughter  of  Count  Julian,  a  no- 
bleman of  great  wealth  and  influence,  and  governor 
of  Ceuta,  in  Africa.      Count  Julian,  to  avenge  the 
dishonour  done  to  his  family,  combined  with  other  dis- 
contented chiefs,  who  had  long  complained,  and  were 
ripe  for  a  revoU.     The  tjTant  was  however  too  pow- 
erful  for  whatever  opposition  they  alone  could  raise  ; 
the  Count  therefore  secretly  retired  with  liis  family  in- 
to Africa,  and  acquainting  MoiLsa  (the  Saracen  gover- 
nor of  the  western  provinces),  with  the  divided  state  of 
the  empire,  promised,  if  he  would  attempt  to  dethrone 
Roderic,  to  assist  him  with  his  own  interest,  and  that  of 

his  friends. 

Mousa,  cautious  and  prudent,  communicated  the  pro- 
ject to  his  sovereign  the  Caliph  Al  Walid  Ebn  Abdal- 
malic,  who  agreed  to  try  the  practicability  of  it :  and, 
to  inspect  more  accurately  the  state  of  affairs,  sent  over 
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a  small  detachment.  One  hundred  horse,  and  four 
hundred  foot,  were  accordingly  embarked  in  the  year 
711,  under  the  command  of  Tarif  Ebn  Zarca,  attend- 
ed by  Count  Julian,  and  other  Gothic  noblemen  :  this 
small  force  soon  passed  the  Herculean  Straits,  and  land- 
ed on  the  coast  near  the  present  town  of  Algeziras, 
where,  finding  no  opposition,  and  the  country  almost 
defenceless,  the  Saracen  general  ravaged  the  neigh- 
bouring towns,  and  returned  laden  with  spoils,  to  re- 
port the  success  of  his  first  expedition. 

Mousa,  elated  with  the  flattering  prospect,  the  fol- 
lowing year  assembled  an  army  of  12,000  men,  and 
Tarif  was  appointed  to  the  chief  command.  Having 
supphed  himself  with  provisions  and  stores,  Tarif  once 
more  embarked  on  the  rapid  Strait,  and  landed  on  the 
isthmus  between  Mons  Calpe  and  the  continent.  The 
object  of  this  invasion  being  of  a  more  serious  nature 
than  that  of  the  former,  he  determined  to  secure  an  in- 
tercourse with  Africa,  by  establishing  a  post  on  the 
coast ;  and,  preferring  the  strong  natural  situation  of 
Mons  Calpe ^  gave  orders  to  erect  a  castle  on  the  face 
of  the  hill,  which  might  answer  the  original  purpose, 
and  also  cover  his  retreat,  in  case  he  should  be  unfor- 
txmate  in  his  future  operations.  The  superior  part  of 
this  once  magnificent  pile  at  present  remains  ;  and, 
from  an  inscription  discovered  over  the  principal  gate, 
before  it  was  pulled  down,  the  period  of  its  being  fi- 
nished is  ascertained  to  be  about  the  year  of  our  Lord 
725. 

Tarif,  leaving  a  garrison  at  the  foot  of  Mons  Calpe 
(which  was  now  called  by  the  Saracens,  in  compliment 
to  their  general,  Gibel- Tariff  or  the  mountain  of  Tarif, 
and  thence  Gibraltar)  marched  into  the  country,  and 
surprised  many  towns,  amongst  which  was  Heraclea, 
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or  Carteia,  situated  on  the  coast  of  the  bay,  about  four 
miles  distant  from  Gihel-  Tarif. 

King  Roderic,  receiving  intelligence  of  Tarifs  ap- 
proach, assembled  a  numerous  body  of  troops  to  oppose 
his  progress.  Both  armies  met,  after  several  skirmish- 
es, near  Xeres,  in  Andalusia,  and  a  bloody  conflict  en- 
sued. The  victory  was  for  a  long  time  doubtful ;  but 
the  Gothic  army  being  raw  and  undisciplined,  and  part 
disaffected  and  joining  the  Saracens,  Tarif  at  length 
prevailed,  and  by  this  victory  was  left  in  possession  of 
the  whole  kingdom. 

The  Goths,  or  Spaniards  as  we  will  now  call  them, 
were  driven  by  the  rapid  conquests  of  the  invaders  into 
the  provinces  of  Asturias,  Biscay,  &c.,  where,  like  the 
ancient  Britons,  they  maintained  a  strenuous  and  re- 
spectable  opposition.     By   degrees,   they  re-assumed 
their  former  discipline  and  valour,  while  their  conquer- 
ors declined  into  luxury  and  effeminacy  :  they  made  se- 
veral excursions  from  the  mountains,  recovering,  after 
many  obstinate  actions,  great  part  of  the  northern  pro- 
vinces.    This  success  encouraged  them  to  attempt  the 
total  rejection  of  the  Arabic   yoke.     Measures  were 
concerteo  among  the  chiefs,  to  act  with  union  and  with 
vigour.     The   Infidels  were  attacked  and   routed   in 
successive  engagements ;  and  the  kingdoms  of  Asturias, 
Galicia,   Leon,   Navarre,  and   Castile,  erected  under 
.iifferent  monarchs. 

Gibraltar,  during  these  transactions,  increased  in  im- 
portance, though  not  in  an  equal  degree  with  the  neigh- 
bouring city  of  Algeziras,  which  h.ad  been  built  pos- 
terior to  Gibraltar,  on  the  opposite  shore  of  the  bay,  and 
was  then  become  a  fortress  of  great  magnificence  and 
strength.  This  celebrated  city  seems  totally  to  have 
obscured  Gibraltar  in  the  histories  of  those  times,  since 
very  trifling  mention  is  made  of  the  lattv^r,  till  the  be- 
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ginning  of  the  fourteenth  century,  when  we  learn,  that 
Ferdinand,  king  of  Castile,  in  the  course  of  his  con- 
quests, first  took  it  (with  a  small  detachment)  from  the 
Infidels. 

Gibraltar  could  not  at  this  period  be  very  strong,  as 
it  fell  so  easy  a  prey  to  the  Christians,  whose  army  had 
been,  and  at  that  time  was  employed  in  the  siege  of 
Algeziras.  It  does  not  however  appear  that  Ferdi- 
nand was  equally  successful  in  his  operations  against 
that  city  ;  for  we  find,  in  the  year  1316,  the  Moors  of 
Grenada  applying  to  the  Emperor  of  Fez  for  succour  : 
and,  to  facilitate  their  reception,  Algeziras,  and  other 
cities  on  the  coast,  were  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Afri- 
cans. We  may  therefore  conclude,  that  Ferdinand 
was  obliged  to  withdraw  from  before  Algeziras,  and 
that  he  afterwards  directed  his  force  against  the  Infi- 
dels in  a  more  vulnerable  part,  which  induced  them  to 
apply  for  the  assistance  just  mentioned. 

Gibraltar  continued  in  the  possession  of  the  Span- 
iards till  1333,  when  Abom clique,  son  of  the  Emperor 
of  Fez,  was  dispatched  with  further  assistance  to  the 
Moorish  king  of  Grenada,  and  landing  at  Algeziras, 
immediately  laid  siege  to  Gibraltar,  whilst  the  Grena- 
dians  were  making  diversions  elsewhere.  Alonzo  XI. 
was  then  on  the  throne  of  Castile ;  and  intelligence 
was  immediately  sent  to  inform  him  of  the  descent  of 
the  Africans.  He  was,  however,  prevented  from 
marching  to  the  relief  of  Gibraltar  by  a  rebellion  in 
his  kingdom,  and  by  the  approach  of  Mahomet,  king 
of  Grenada,  towards  his  frontiers.  Abomelique  com- 
menced his  attack  on  the  castle  with  great  jndgment 
and  bravery,  and  the  Spanish  Governor  Vasco  Perez 
de  Meyra  definded  it  with  equal  obstinacy  ;  but  Perez 
having  embezzled  the  money  which  was  advanced  to 
victual  the  garrison,  the  troops  and  inhabitants  suffered 
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great  distress  ;  and  no  prospect  of  relief  offering,  he 
was  compelled,  after  five  months  siege,  to  surrender. 

Alonzo  having  quelled  the  rebellion,  and  obliged 
Mahomet  to  retire,  was  then  marching  to  his  assistance, 
and  was  advanced  -within  a  short  distance  of  Gibraltar, 
when  he  was  informed  of  the  capitulation.  He  was 
resolved,  nevertheless,  to  attempt  its  recovery  before 
the  Moors  could  victual  and  repair  it :  he  accordingly 
proceeded  on  his  route,  and  encamped  before  the  town 
five  days  after  it  had  surrendered.  Alonzo  parted  his 
army  into  three  divisions  ;  the  main  body  occupied  the 
isthmus,  the  second  he  sent  by  boats  to  the  red  sands, 
and  the  third  climbed  up  the  north  of  the  hill  above 
the  town.  Several  serious  attacks  had  been  made  on 
the  castle,  when  Mahomet,  king  of  Grenada,  joining 
Abomelique's  forces,  their  combined  army  encamped 
in  the  rear  of  the  Spaniards,  extending  across  the 
isthmus  from  the  bay  to  the  Mediterranean.  This  po- 
sition hemmed  in  the  besiegers,  debarred  them  from 
foraging,  and  cut  off  their  communication  with  the 
country.  Alonzo,  though  thus  critically  situated,  still 
maintained  the  siege  ;  but  at  length,  driven  to  great 
difiiculties  for  want  of  provisions,  and  hearing  that  some 
of  his  disaffected  subjects,  taking  advantage  of  his  ab- 
sence, were  again  in  arms,  he  hearkened  to  an  accommo- 
dation, and  was  permitted  to  retire  with  his  array. 

To  be  thus  disgracefully  compelled  to  raise  the  siege, 
did  not  agree  with  the  ambitious  and  impatient  temper 
of  Alonzo  :  he  secretly  meditated  a  new  attack,  when- 
ever an  opportunity  should  occur  ;  and  this  intention 
was  not  a  little  strengthened  by  his  success  in  the  year 
1343-4,  when  Algeziras  was  taken,  after  a  most  memo, 
rable  siege.  In  1349,  the  tumults  and  civil  wars  ir 
Africa  afforded  him  the  opportunity  he  waited  for  a 
great  preparations  were  therefore  made  for  this  expe- 
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dition,  which  was  not  esteemed  of  inferior  consequence 
to  the  preceding  siege  of  Algeziras,  as  the  Moors,  since 
the  loss  of  that  city,  had  paid  great  attention  to  the 
completion  of  the  works,  and  to  the  rendering  of  the 
place  considerably  stronger,  by  additional  fortifications  : 
the  garrison  was  also  numerous  and  well  provided,  and 
of  their  choicest  troops. 

Alonzo  encamped  before  Gibraltar  in  the  beginning 
of  1349,  and  immediately  laid  waste  the  delightful 
groves,  gardens,  and  houses  of  pleasure,  which  were 
erected  in  its  neighbourhood.  The  siege  was  commen- 
ced with  great  bravery  ;  and  though  the  camp  of  the 
Castilians  was  much  harassed  by  the  flying  squadrons 
of  Grenadian  horse,  yet  the  castle,  in  the  course  of  se- 
veral months,  was  almost  reduced  to  a  capitulation, 
at  this  critical  period,  a  pestilential  disorder  swept  away 
numbers  of  the  besiegers,  and,  among  the  rest,  Alon- 
zo, who  died,  much  lamented,  on  the  20th  of  March, 
1350  ;  and  the  Spaniards  immediately  afterwards  raised 
the  siege. 

The  descendants  of  Abomelique  continued  in  quiet 
possession  of  Gibraltar  till  1410,  when  Jusaf  III.  king 
of  Grenada,  availing  himself  of  the  intestine  divisions 
which  prevailed  among  the  African  Moors,  took  pos- 
session of  the  place.  The  inhabitants,  however,  not 
relishing  the  government  of  their  new  masters,  unani- 
mously revolted  the  following  year  against  the  Gren- 
adian alcaide,  drove  him  with  his  garrison  out  of  the 
town,  and  wrote  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  to  be 
taken  again  under  his  protection.  The  Emperor  dis- 
patched his  brother  Sayd,  with  1000  horse  and  2000 
foot,  to  their  assistance.  The  king  of  Grenada,  being 
informed  that  Sayd  had  garrisoned  the  castle,  marched 
M-ith  an  army,  and  sending  his  fleet  round  to  the  bay, 
appeared  before  the  place  in  1411.     Sayd  advanced 
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to  meet  him,  but,  being  worsted  in  several  skirmishes, 
was  obliged  to  retreat  within  the  castle,  and  being 
closely  besieged,  and  reduced  to  great  distress  for  want 
of  provisions,  was  at  hist  compelled  to  submit. 

In  1435,  Henry  de  Guzman  Count  de  Niebla  formed 
a  design  of  attacking  Gibraltar  by  land  and  sea  ;  but, 
imprudently  skirmishing  with  the  garrison,  from  his 
gallies,  before  his  son  John  de  Guzman  arrived  with 
the  land-forces,  he  was  defeated,  and  forced  to  a  preci- 
pitate retreat ;  in  which  confusion  he  himself  lost  his 
life,  and  many  of  his  followers  were  killed  and  drown- 
ed. 

In  1462,  a  civil  war  breaking  out  in  Grenada,  great 
part  of  the  garrison  of  Gibraltar  was  withdrawn,  to 
assist  one  of  the  competitors  for  the  crown  :  the  gover- 
nor of  Tarifa  had  intelligence  of  this  by  a  Moor,  who 
had  left  the  town,  and  embraced  the  Christian  faith. 
An  army  was  accordingly  assembled  from  the  neigh- 
bouring garrisons,  and  Gibraltar  was  besiege<l.     The 
inhabitants  defended  it  with  great  resolution  ;  but  fresh 
troops  joining  the  besiegers,  the  garrison  surrendered 
to  John  de  Guzman,  Duke  de  Medina  Sidonia,  (son  of 
the  unfortunate   Count  de  Niebla)  who,  hearing  that 
the  place  was  reduced  to  great  distress,  hasted  to  the 
camp,  and  arrived  just  in  time  to  be  present  when  the 
Moors  capitulated.     From  this  period  it  has  remained 
in  the  hands  of  the  Christians,  after  having  been  in  the 
possession  of  the  Mahometans  748  years.     The  news 
of  this  conquest  was  so  acceptable  to   Henry   IV.  of 
Castile  and  Leon,  that  he  added  it  to  his  royal  titles, 
and  gave  it  for  arms,   Gules^  a  castle,  proper^  with  a 
key  pendent  to  the  gate,  or^   (allmling  to  its  being  the 
key   to  the    Mediterranean)  ;    which  arms  have  ever 
since  been  continued.      Pedro  de  Porras  was  appointed 
governor  ;  but  the  succeeding  yo.ir  King  Henry  made 
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a  journey  to  Gibraltar,  and  superseded  him,  giving  the 
command  to  Don  Bertrand  de  la  Cueva,  Count  Leder- 
ma,  who  placed  the  trust  in  the  hands  of  Stephano 
Mllacreces:  the  Duke  de  Medina  Sidonia,  however, 
afterwards  recovered,  and  enjoyed  it,  till  the  reign  of 
Ferdinand  and  Isabella  in  1502,  when  it  was  annexed 
to  the  crown. 

In  the  year  1540,  Piali  Hamet,  one  of  Barbarossa's 
captains,  surprised  and  pillaged  Gibraltar,  making 
prisoners  many  of  the  principal  inhabitants ;  but  being 
met  on  his  return  by  some  gallies  from  Sicily,  the  Cor- 
sairs were  all  killed  or  taken,  and  the  prisoners  re- 
deemed. 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  V.  the  fortifications  of  the 
town  were  modernised,  and  several  additions  made  by 
Daniel  Speckel,  the  Emperor's  engineer  ;  after  which 
the  garrison  was  thought  to  be  impregnable. — From 
this  time  there  appears  a  chasm  in  the  history  of  the 
garrison  till  the  year  1704,  when  Gibraltar  was  wrested 
(most  probably  for  ever)  from  the  dominion  of  Spain, 
by  the  English,  under  Sir  George  Rooke.  This  Ad- 
miral had  been  sent  into  the  Mediterranean,  with  a 
strong  fleet,  in  the  spring  of  1704,  to  assist  Charles 
arch-duke  of  Austria  in  obtaining  the  crown  of  Spain  ; 
but,  his  instructions  being  limited,  nothing  of  impor- 
tance was  done.  Sensible  of  the  reflections  that  would 
fall  on  him,  for  being  inactive  with  so  powerful  a  fleet, 
he  held  a  council  of  war,  on  the  17th  of  July,  1704, 
near  Tetuan,  where  several  schemes  were  proposed, 
particularly  a  second  attack  upon  Cadiz,  which,  how- 
ever, was  found  impracticable  for  want  of  a  sufllicient 
body  of  land-forces.  At  length  it  was  resolved  to 
make  a  sudden  and  vigorous  attempt  on  Gibraltar. 

The  2l8t  of  the  same  month,  the  fleet  arrived  in  the 
Bav  ;  and  1800  men  English  and  Dutch,  commanded 
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by  the  Prince  of  Hesse  d'Armstadt,  were  landed  on 
the  isthmus.  The  Prince  then  summoned  the  gar- 
rison ;  but  the  Governor  refusing  to  surrender,  pre- 
parations were  made  for  the  attack.  By  day-break  on 
the  23d,  the  ships  appointed  to  cannonade  the  town, 
under  Admirals  Byng  and  Vanderdussen,  with  those 
that  were  destined  to  batter  the  New  mole,  commanded 
by  Captain  Hicks,  were  at  their  several  stations.  The 
Admiral  made  the  signal  to  begin  the  cannonade,  which 
was  performed  with  great  vivacity  and  effect,  so  that 
the  enemy,  in  five  or  six  hours,  were  driven  from  their 
guns,  especially  from  the  New-mole  head.  The  Ad- 
miral, considering  that  by  gaining  that  fortification  the 
town  might  sooner  be  reduced,  ordered  Captain 
Whitaker,  with  the  armed  boats,  to  possess  himself  of 
it ;  but  Captains  Hicks  and  Jumper,  who  lay  next  the 
mole,  pushed  ashore  with  their  pinnaces,  before  the 
rest  came  up ;  whereupon  the  Spaniards  sprung  a 
mine,  which  blew  up  the  fortifications,  killed  2  lieu- 
tenants and  40  men,  and  wounded  60.  The  assailants 
nevertheless  kept  possession  of  the  work,  and  being 
joined  by  Captain  Whitaker,  advanced  and  took  a 
small  bastion,*  half-way  between  the  mole  and  the 
town.  The  Marquis  de  Salines,  who  was  governor, 
being  again  summoned,  thought  proper  to  capitulate  : 
hostages  were  therefore  exchanged,  and  the  Prince  of 
Hesse,  on  the  24th,  took  possession  of  the  gates. 

Notwithstanding  the  works  were  very  strong,  mount- 
ing 100  pieces  of  ordnance,  well  appointed  with  am- 
munition and  stores ;  yet  the  garrison,  at  most,  con- 
sisted only  of  150  men,  exclusive  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  Marquis  marched  out  with  all  the  honours  of  war, 

*  The  present  eight-gun  battcrj*. 
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and  the  Spaniards  who  chose  to  remain  were  allowed 
the  same   privileges   they   had   enjoyed   under    King 
Charles  II.     The  loss  of  the  English  in  this  attack 
was,  2  lieutenants,  1  master,  57  sailors,  killed  ;   1  cap- 
tain, 7  lieutenants,  1  boatswain,  207  sailors,  wounded. 
The  Prince   of  Hesse  remained  governor  ;  and  as 
many  men  as  could  well  be  spared  from  the  fleet,  were 
left  as  a  garrison.     Sir  George  afterwards  sailed  for 
Tetuan,  to  wood  and  water.     This  being  performed, 
he  steered  up  the  Mediterranean,  and  on  the  13th  of 
August,  off  Malaga,  engaged  the  French  fleet,  under 
the  command  of  Count  de  Toulouse.     The  action  was 
long  and  Marm  ;  but  many  of  the  English  ships,  having 
expended  a  great  quantity  of  ammunition  in  taking 
Gibraltar,  were  soon  obliged  to  quit  the  line  ;   which 
gave  the  enemy  a  decided  superiority.     The  engage- 
ment ended  in  a  drawn  battle  ;  and  Sir  George  re- 
turned to  Gibraltar,  where  he  stayed  eight  days  to  re- 
fit ;  and  then  supplying  the  Prince  with  what  men  and 
provisions  he  could  spare,  sailed  thence  on  the  4th  of 
September,  N.  S.  on  his  way  home,  leaving  18  men  of 
war,  under  the  command  of  Sir  John  Leake,  at  Lisbon, 
to  be  in  readiness  to  succour  the  garrison,  if  there 
should  be  occasion. 

The  Courts  of  Madrid  and  Paris  were  greatly  con- 
cerned at  the  loss  of  so  important  a  fortress  as  Gibral- 
tar, and,  considering  its  recovery  of  the  last  conse- 
quence to  the  cause,  the  Marquis  de  Villadarias,  a 
grandee  of  Spain,  was  ordered  to  besige,  and  endea- 
vour to  retake  it.  The  Prince,  apprised  of  their  in- 
tentions, and  being  further  informed  that  they  were  to 
be  assisted  by  a  naval  force  from  Toulon,  sent  advice 
to  Sir  John  Leake,  requesting  assistance  and  supplies. 
Sir  John  prepared  for  this  duty  ;  but  in  the  mean  time 
a  fleet  of  French  ships  arrived,  and  landed  six  batta- 
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lions,  whicli  joined  the  Spanish  army.  After  tli>ein- 
barking  their  reinforcements,  the  French  squadron 
proceeded  to  the  westwai-d,  leaving  only  six  frigates  in 
the  Bav. 

On  the  11th  of  October,  the  Marquis  opened  liis 
trenches  against  the  town  ;  ami  soon  after  Sir  John  ar- 
rived with  20  sail  of  English  and  Dutch  ships  :  hearing, 
however,  that  the  enemy  were  preparing  to  attack  him 
with  a  superior  force,  he  thought  it  most  eligible  imme- 
diately to  return  and  refit,  that  he  might  be  in  a  better 
condition  to  supply  and  assist  the  garrison,  in  a  second 
expedition,  for  which  he  had  very  prudently  directed 
preparations  to  be  made  at  Lisbon  in  his  absence.  The 
'-i3th  Sir  John  again  put  to  sea  ;  and  on  the  '2'J\h  unex- 
pectedly entering  the  Bay,  surprised  three  frigates, 
a  fire-ship,  two  English  prizes,  a  tartan,  and  a  store- 
ship.  He  then  landed  the  reinforcements,  and  supplied 
the  garrison  with  six  months  provisions  and  ammuni- 
tion, at  the  same  time  detaching  on  shore  a  body  of  500 
sailors  to  assist  in  repairing  the  breaches  which  had  been 
made  by  the  enemy's  fire.  The  arrival  of  the  Admiral 
was  very  opportune  and  critical ;  for  that  very  night 
the  Marquis  had  resolved  to  attack  the  place  by  sea  and 
land  at  five  different  points  ;  for  which  purpose  he  had 
assembled  200  boats  from  Cadiz,  &c. 

Though  disappointed  in  their  designs,  the  Spaniards 
still  entertiiined  hopes  of  taking  the  fortress  ;  and  sup- 
posing the  troops  would  be  less  on  their  guard  while 
the  fleet  was  in  the  Bay,  they  f«>rmed  the  desperate 
scheme  of  surprising  the  gaiTison,  though  the  British 
Admiral  was  before  the  town.  The  31st  of  October, 
600  volunteers  took  the  sacrament,  never  to  return  till 
they  had  taken  Gibralta.'.  This  forlorn  party  was  con- 
ducted by  a  goat-herd  to  the  south  side  of  the  rock, 
near  the  cavc-g«iard  (at  that  lime  called  the  pass  of  lo- 
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cust  trees).     Fortune,  in  the  beginning,  so  far  favoured 
the  enterprise,  that  they  mounted  the  rock,  and  lodged 
themselves  unperceived  the  first  night  in  St.  Michael's 
cav-e;  the  succeeding  night  they  scaled   Charles  the 
Vth  s  wall ;  surprised  and  put  to  death  the  guard  at 
Middle-hill,  where  afterwards,  by  ropes  and  ladders, 
they  got  up  several  hundreds  of  the  party  who  had  been 
ordered  to  sustain  them  ;  but  being  discovered,  a  strong 
detachment  of  grenadiers  marched  up  immediately  from 
the  town,  and  attacked  them  with  such  spirit,  that  160 
of  them  were  killed,  or  driven  over  the  precipice   and 
a  colonel  and  30  officers,  with   the  remainder,  taken 
prisoners.     These  brave,  but  unfortunate  adventurers, 
were  to  have  been  supported  by  a  body  of  French  troops' 
and  some  feints  were  to  have  been  made  below  to  en' 
gage  the  attention  of  the  garrison  ;  but  the  command- 
ing officers  disagreeing,  they  were  left  to  their  fortune. 
Sir  John  Leake,  was  not  idle  whilst  he  remained  in 
the  Bay,  but  was  continually  alarming  the  enemy  on 
their  coasts.      The  22d  of  November  he  had  informa- 
tion,  by  one  of  his  cruisers,  that  a  strong  squadron  was 
fitting  out  at  Cadiz,  which  would  be  soon  ready  for  sea, 
and  receiving  further  intelligence,  that  a  convov,  fitted 
out  from  Lisbon  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  Vas  on 
their  way,  he  prepared  to  join  them  off  Lagos,  in  order 
to  protect  them  past  Cadiz  ;  but  was  confined  within 
the  Straits  by  a  westerly  wind.      The  Prince,  in  the 
mean  time,  redoubled  his  exertions  to  prevent  the  ene- 
my's designs,  who  flattered  themselves,  that  on  the  ar- 
rival of  their  fleet  from  Cadiz,   Sir  John  would  be  ob- 
liged to  retire,  and  the  garrison  surrender  to  their  unit- 
ed attacks.     Their  fire  was  continued  with  additional 
vivacity,  many  camion  in  the  place  were  dismounted, 
and   the   works   were   materially  injiu-ed  in  difl'erent 
l>arts. 
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Affiiirs  were  in  this  situation,  when  part  of  the  long- 
wished  for  succours  arrived  on  the  7th  of  September ; 
and  two  days  following,  the  remainder  came  in  with 
near  2000  men,  with  proportionable  ammunition  and 
provisions.     They  sailed  from  Lisbon  under  convoy  of 
four  frigates,  and  thought  themselves  safe  on  discover- 
ing, off  Cape  Spartel,  a  fleet  of  men  of  war,  under  Eng- 
lish and   Dutch  colours :  expecting  to  meet  Sir  John 
with  the  combined  fleet,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Straits, 
they  endeavoured  to  join  them,  but  fortunately  were 
becalmed :  they  then  hoisted  out  their  boats  to  tow  the 
ships,  when  perceiving  the  men  of  war  extend  them- 
selves in  form  of  a  half  moon,  in  order  to  surround 
them,  they  began  to  suspect  some  deception,  and  ac- 
cordingly made  a  private  signal,  which  totally  frustrated 
the  enemy's  measures,  who  were  thereby  discovered, 
and,  striking  their  false  colours,  endeavoured  to  fall 
upon  the  transports;  but  these  latter,  being  lighter 
vessels,  escaped  by  their  oars,  and,  night  coming  on, 
steered  for  the  Bay,  with  the  loss  only  of  two  trans- 
ports.     It  was  now  thought  no  longer  necessary  to  de- 
tain the  fleet  in  the  Bay,  or  on  the  coast ;  especially 
when  Monsieur  Pointis   was  so  near,  with  a  superior 
force.     Sir  John  accordingly  arrived  at  Lisbon  the  lat- 
ter end  of  the  year. 

The  Spanish  General  being  reinforced  with  a  consi- 
derable body  of  infantry,  on  the  11  th  of  January  1705, 
made  an  attack  with  60  grenadiers  on  the  works  at  the 
extremity  of  the  King's  lines  ;  but  two  officers  and  se- 
veral others  being  killed,  the  rest  retreated.  This  re- 
pulse did  not,  however,  discourage  liim  ;  for  early  the 
succeeding  day,  the  attack  was  renewed  by  5  or  600 
grenadiers,  French  and  Waloons,  supported  by  1000 
Spaniards,  under  Lieut.  Gen.  Tuy.  Their  disposition 
was  to  storm  a  breach  which  had  been  made  in   the 
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Round  tower,  at  the  extremity  of  the  King's  lines,  and 
another   in  the  intrenchment  on   the   hill.     The  re- 
trenchment which  covered  the  latter  breach,  with  part 
of  the  intrenchment  joining  the  precipice  of  the  rock, 
was  defended  at  night  by  a  captain,  three  subalterns, 
and  90  men ;  but  it  was  customary  for  the  captain  to 
withdraw,  with  two  subalterns  and  60  men,  at  day- 
break.    The  Round  tower  was  defended  by  180  men, 
commanded  by  a  lieutenant-colonel.     The  Marquis,  by 
deserters  from  the  garrison,  had  obtained  intelligence 
of  the  strength  of  these  posts,  and  concerted  his  attack 
accordingly.     The  detachment  for  the  upper  breach 
mounted  the  rock  at  dead  of  night,  and  concealed  them- 
selves in   the  clefts   till   the  captain   had  withdrawn. 
They  then  advanced  to  the  point  of  the  intrenchment, 
and  throwing  grenades  on  the  subaltern  and  his  party, 
obliged  them  to  retreat.     At  the  same  time  300  men 
stormed  the  Rovmd  tower,  where  Lieut.  Col.  Barrmade 
a  vigorous  defence,  though  the  enemy,  having  passed  the 
breach  above,   annoyed  him   on  the  flank  with  great 
stones  and  grenades :   observing,  however,  the   Span- 
iards maching  down  to  cut  off  his  retreat  from  the  town, 
he  retired,  and  by  getting  over  the  parapet  of  the  King's 
lines,  descended  into  the  covert  way,  where  the  English 
guards  where  posted.     By  this  time  the  garrison  was 
alarmed ;  all  the  regiments  assembled  at  their  proper 
posts  ;  and  Captain   Fisher  endeavoured  to  stop  the 
progress  of  the  enemy  with  1 7  men,  but  was  repulsed, 
and  himself  taken  prisoner.      Lieut.    Col.    Moncal,  at 
last,  with  4  or  500  men,  charged  them  with  such  bra- 
very, that  they  were  repulsed,  and  the  tower  w;is  retaken 
after  it  had  been  in  their  possession  upwards  of  an  hour. 
Soon  after  this  attack,  six  companies  of  Dutch  troops, 
and  200  English  soldiers,  were  received  by  the  garrison, 
with  provisions  and  stores. 
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Affiiirs  were  in  this  situation,  when  part  of  the  long- 
wished  for  succours  arrived  on  the  7th  of  September ; 
and  two  days  following,  the  remainder  came  in  with 
near  2000  men,  with  proportionable  ammunition  and 
provisions.     They  sailed  from  Lisbon  under  convoy  of 
four  frigates,  and  thought  themselves  safe  on  discover- 
ing, off  Cape  Spartel,  a  fleet  of  men  of  war,  under  Eng- 
lish and   Dutch  colours :  expecting  to  meet  Sir  John 
with  the  combined  fleet,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Straits, 
they  endeavoured  to  join  them,  but  fortunately  were 
becalmed :  they  then  hoisted  out  their  boats  to  tow  the 
ships,  when  perceiving  the  men  of  war  extend  them- 
selves in  form  of  a  half  moon,  in  order  to  surround 
them,  they  began  to  suspect  some  deception,  and  ac- 
cordingly made  a  private  signal,  which  totally  frustrated 
the  enemy's  measures,  who  were  thereby  discovered, 
and,  striking  their  false  colours,  endeavoured  to  fall 
upon  the  transports ;  but  these  latter,  being  lighter 
vessels,  escaped  by  their  oars,  and,  night  coming  on, 
steered  for  the  Bay,  with  the  loss  only  of  two  trans- 
ports.    It  was  now  thought  no  longer  necessary  to  de- 
tain the  fleet  in  the  Bay,  or  on  the  coast ;  especially 
when  Monsieur  Point  is   was  so  near,  with  a  superior 
force.     Sir  John  accordingly  arrived  at  Lisbon  the  lat- 
ter end  of  the  year. 

The  Spanish  General  being  reinforced  with  a  consi- 
derable body  of  infantry,  on  the  11th  of  January  1705, 
made  an  attack  w  ith  60  grenadiers  on  the  works  at  the 
extremity  of  the  King's  lines  ;  but  two  officers  and  se- 
veral others  being  killed,  the  rest  retreated.  This  re- 
pulse did  not,  however,  discourage  liim  ;  for  early  the 
succeeding  day,  the  attack  was  renewed  by  5  or  <>00 
grenadiers,  French  and  Waloons,  supported  by  1000 
Spaniards,  under  Lieut.  Gen.  Tuy.  Their  disposition 
was  to  storm  a  breach  which  had  been  made  in   the 
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Round  tower,  at  the  extremity  of  the  King's  lines,  and 
another   in   the  intrenchment  on   the   hill.     The  re- 
trenchment which  covered  the  latter  breach,  with  part 
of  the  intrenchment  joining  the  precipice  of  the  rock, 
was  defended  at  night  by  a  captain,  three  subalterns, 
and  90  men ;  but  it  was  customary  for  the  captain  to 
withdraw,  with  two  subalterns  and  60  men,  at  day- 
break.     The  Round  tower  was  defended  by  180  men. 
commanded  by  a  lieutenant-colonel.      The  Marquis,  by 
deserters  from  the  garrison,  had  obtained  intelligence 
of  the  strength  of  these  posts,  and  concerted  his  attack 
accordingly.      The  detachment  for  the  upper  breach 
mounted  the  rock  at  dead  of  night,  and  concealed  them- 
selves in   the  clefts    till   the  captain   had  withdrawn. 
They  then  advanced  to  the  point  of  the  intrenchment, 
and  throwing  grenades  on  the  subaltern  and  his  party, 
obliged  them  to  retreat.     At  the  same  time  300  men 
stormed  the  Round  tower,  where  Lieut.  Col.  Barrmade 
a  vigorous  defence,  though  the  enemy,  having  passed  the 
breach  above,    annoyed  him   on  the  flank  with  great 
stones  and  grenades :   observing,   however,  the   Span- 
iards maching  down  to  cut  off  his  retreat  from  the  town, 
he  retired,  and  by  getting  over  the  parapet  of  the  King's 
lines,  descended  into  the  covert  way,  where  the  English 
guards  where  posted.      By  this  time  the  garrison  was 
alarmed ;  all  the  regiments  assembled  at  their  proper 
posts  ;  and  Captain   Fisher  endeavoured  to  stop  the 
progress  of  the  enemy  with  1 7  men,  but  was  repulsed, 
and  himself  taken  prisoner.      Lieut.    Col.    Moncal,  at 
last,  with  4  or  500  men,  charged  them  with  such  bra- 
very, that  they  were  repulsed,  and  the  tower  was  retaken 
after  it  had  been  in  their  possession  upwards  of  an  hour. 
Soon  after  this  attack,  six  companies  of  Dutch  troops, 
and  200  English  soldiers,  were  received  by  the  garrison, 
with  provisions  and  stores. 
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The  S[)anianls  and  French  were  still  obstinately  bent 
on  the  recovery  of  Gibraltar.  The  Marquis  de  Villa- 
darias  was  superseded  by  the  Marshal  Tesse,  a  French 
general ;  and  Monsieur  Pointis  was  directed  to  co-ope- 
rate with  the  Marshal,  in  blocking  up  the  port  with  his 
fleet.  The  Marshal  joined  the  army  with  four  fresh 
battalions,  besides  eight  companies  which  had  been  sent 
before.  The  ordnance,  which  from  constant  use  had 
been  greatly  injured,  were  totally  exchanged  ;  and  the 
works,  as  they  then  stood,  were  put  in  the  best  repair. 

The  English  Ministry  had  been  informed  of  the  ene- 
my's new  arrangements  ;  and,  sensible  of  the  import- 
ance of  Gibraltar,  ordered  a  reinforcement,  under  Sir 
Thomas  Dilkes  and  Sir  John  Hardy,  to  join  Admiral 
Sir  John  Leake,  at  Lisbon.  Thejunction  being  effect- 
ed, and  his  own  fleet  refitted.  Sir  John,  on  the  6th  of 
March,  sailed  with  28  English,  4  Dutch,  and  8  Portu- 
guese men  of  war,  having  on  board  two  battalions. 
Happily  for  the  besieged,  the  incessant  rains  about  this 
period  had  retarded  the  Marshal's  operations,  and 
greatly  distressed  Monsieur  Pointis,  eight  of  whose 
ships  were  forced  from  their  anchors  by  the  strong 
westerly  wind,  and  obliged,  on  the  9th  to  drive  aloft. 
Thus  were  they  situated  when  the  British  Admiral  en- 
tered the  Straits,  and  about  half-past  five,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  10th,  was  almost  abreast  of  Cabrita  Point. 
The  few  remaining  ships  of  the  French  fleet  on  his  ap- 
proach put  to  sea ;  and  Sir  John,  discovering  five  sail 
making  out  of  the  Bay,  and  a  gun  fired  at  them  from 
the  garrison,  concluded  that  the  town  was  safe,  and  im- 
mediately gave  chace.  Three  French  ships  of  the  line 
were  taken,  and  the  Admiral's  ship,  and  another,  run 
ashore,  and  burnt.  Sir  John  afterwards  looked  into 
Malaga,  where  the  ships  that  had  been  driven  from  the 
harbour  had  taken  shelter;  but,  hearing  the  report  of 
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the  guns,  they  had  made  the  best  of  their  way  to  Tou- 
lon. Sir  John,  finding  the  pursuit  of  them  in  vain,  re- 
turned to  Gibraltar,  which  was  now  so  well  supplied, 
that  Marshal  Tesse  withdrew  his  troops  from  the 
trenches,  and  formed  a  blockade ;  drawing  an  intrench- 
ment  across  the  isthmus,  to  prevent  the  garrison  from 
ravaging  the  country. 

In  the  course  of  this  siege,  the  enemy  did  not  lose 
fewer  than  10,000  men,  including  those  who  died  of 
sickness,  &c.      The  garrison  lost  about  400. 

The  Prince  of  Hesse  remained  in  the  place  while  the 
batteries  were  repaired :  he  made  also  some  additions 
to  the  fortifications,  and  left  the  garrison  much  stronger 
than  it  was  before  the  siege.  The  Prince  then  joined 
the  Arch-duke  Chai-les  at  Lisbon,  where  the  combined 
fleet  of  England  and  Holland  were  assembled,  to  sup- 
port that  Prince  in  obtaining  the  crown  of  Spain. 

As  the  Arch-duke  was  resolved  to  try  his  fortune 
with  the  Earl  of  Peterborough,  in  Valencia  and  Cata- 
lonia, the  Prince  of  Hesse  was  sent  back  to  Gibraltar, 
to  prepare  part  of  the  garrison  to  embark,  and  soon  af- 
ter was  followed  by  the  fleet ;  upon  whose  arrival,  the 
Arch-duke  was  received  by  the  garrison  as  lawful  sove- 
reign of  Spain.  Having  taken  on  board  the  English 
guards,  and  three  old  regiments,  leaving  only  two  new 
battalions  in  the  town  (a^  there  was  no  danger  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  the  enemy),  they  proceeded,  on  the  5th 
of  August,  for  Valencia.  His  Majesty  then  appointed 
Major- General  Ramos,  who  had  been  present  during 
the  siege,  governor  of  Gibraltar ;  and  sent  with  him 
about  400  men  for  its  greater  security.  General  Ra- 
mos afterwards  resigned  his  government,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Colonel  Roger  Elliot ;  during  whose  govern- 
ment, Gibraltar  was  made  a  free  port,  by  a  special  or- 
der from  her  Majesty,  Queen  Anne. 
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The  following  was  the  Governor's  manifesto  on  the 
occasion: — 

"  By  the  Hon.  Roger  Elliot,  Colonel  of  one  of  her 
Majesty's  regiments  of  foot,  and  Governor  of  the  city 
and  garrison  of  Gibraltar. 

"  Whereas  Her  Majesty  of  Great  Britain,  &c.  hath 
been  graciously  pleased,  by  Her  warrant  to  me,  dated 
19th  February  last,  to  confirm  her  former  declarations 
for  the  freedom  of  this  port,  and  to  regulate  and  com- 
mand me,  not  to  permit  any  duty  or  imposition  what- 
soever to  be  laid  or  received  for  any  ship  or  vessel,  or 
for  any  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or  provisions,  im- 
ported or  exported  out  of  this  port ;  but  that  the  same 
be  free  and  open  for  all  ships  and  vessels,  goods,  wares, 
merchandise,  and  provisions  :  These  are  to  make 
known  and  publish  Her  said  Majesty's  Royal  will  and 
pleasure  ;  and  all  persons  concerned  are  hereby  strictly 
required  to  take  notice  thereof,  not  presuming  to  de- 
mand or  receive  any  duty  or  imposition  whatsoever  for 
any  ship  or  vessel,  or  for  any  goods,  wares,  merchan- 
dise, or  provisions,  as  they  will  answer  the  contrary  at 
their  peril. 

"  Given  at  Gibraltar,  April  170G." 

Colonel  Congreve  was  commandant  before  1714. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Colonel  Cotton.  In  1720  Gib- 
raltar seems  to  have  been  threatened  by  the  Spaniards. 
Ceuta,  a  Spanish  fortress  in  Barbary,  had  then  been 
besieged  many  years  by  the  Moors  ;  and  a  formidable 
force,  commanded  by  the  Marquis  de  Leda,  was  assem- 
bled in  Gibraltar  Bay,  under  pretence  of  relieving  it, 
but  with  a  secret  intention  of  first  surprising  Gibraltar ; 
for  which  purpose  they  had  procured  scaling-ladders, 
&c.  &c.  This  armament  was  not  fitted  out  so  secretly, 
but  the  British  Ministry  had  timely  notice,  and,  sus- 
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pecting  some  finesse,  dispatched  orders  to  Colonel 
Kane,  governor  of  Minorca,  immediately  to  embark  a 
part  of  his  garrison,  and  repair  to  Gibraltar,  under  con- 
voy of  the  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean.  On  his  arrival 
he  found  Gibraltar  in  a  very  critical  situation  ;  the 
garrison  consisting  only  of  three  weak  battalions,  com- 
manded by  Major  Hetherington,  who,  except  Major 
'  Batteroux,  was  the  only  field-oflficer  in  the  place. 
Many  officers  were  absent,  only  fourteen  days'  provi- 
sions in  the  stores,  and  many  Spaniards  in  the  to\*Ti, 
with  a  fleet  before  its  walls.  Such  was  the  feeble  pos- 
ture of  affairs  when  he  opportunely  arrived  with  500 
men,  provisions,  and  ammunition.  The  British  Com- 
modore acted  afterwards  in  so  spirited  a  manner,  that 
the  Marquis  de  Leda  was  obliged  to  sail  for  Ceuta, 
though  he  continued  of  opinion  that  the  garrison  might 
have  been  taken  by  a  general  assault. 

This  scheme  proving  abortive,  Gibraltar  remained 
unmolested  till  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1726,  when 
the  Spaniards,  who  had  kept  a  watchful  eye  on  the 
garrison,  assembled  an  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Algeziras.  The  20th  of  January  following,  they  en- 
camped on  the  plain  below  St.  Roque,  and  began  to 
erect  a  battery  on  the  beach  to  protect  their  camp. 
Admiral  Hopson  was  then  at  anchor  in  the  Bay,  with  a 
very  formidable  fleet ;  but,  as  he  had  not  received  any 
intelligence  of  hostilities  having  commenced  between 
the  Courts  of  Great  Britain  and  Madrixl,  he  was  with 
reluctance  compelled  to  overlook  the  transporting  of 
provisions,  artillery,  and  ammunition,  from  Algeziras, 
(where  they  had  formed  their  depots),  to  the  camp. 
Brigadier  Kane,  who  had  been  a  second  time  ordered 
from  Minorca  to  Gibraltar,  lay  also  under  similar  em- 
barrassments with  the  Admiral.  The  operations  of 
the  enemy,  however,  tending  towards  a  direct  attack 
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upon  the  garrison,  lie  thought  it  prudent  to  order  the 
Spaniards  out  of  the  town,  and  forhid  their  gallies  an- 
choring under  his  guns. 

It  must  be  understood  that  Gibraltar  had  undergone 
considera})le  alterations  since  the  siee^e  of  1705  :  several 
works  had  been  erected  on  the  heights  above  the  lines, 
which  were  distinguished  by  the  name  of  Willis's  bat- 
teries ;  the  Prince's  lines  were  also  extended  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  rock  ;  and  an  inundation  was  formed  out 
of  the  morass  that  was  in  front  of  the  grand  battery. 

The  Count  de  Las  Torres  commanded  the  Spanish 
forces,  amounting  to  nearly  20,000  men  ;  and  soon  af- 
ter his  camp  was  formed,  he  advanced  within  reach  of 
the  garrison.  The  Brigadier  thereupon  dispatched 
a  parley,  to  desire  "  That  he  would  withdraw  from  the 
"  range  of  his  guns,  otherwise  he  should  do  his  utmost 
"  to  force  him."  The  Count  answered,  "  That,  as 
"  the  garrison  could  command  no  more  than  they  had 
"  power  to  maintain,  he  should  obey  his  Catholic  Ma- 
*' jesty's  orders,  and  encroach  as  for  as  he  was  able." 
Notwithstanding  this  insult,  the  Brigadier  waved  com- 
mencing hostilities,  till  the  Spaniards,  by  their  proceed- 
ings, should  oblige  him,  in  defence  of  his  command. 

In  the  beginning  of  February,  Brigadier  Clayton, 
the  lieutenant-governor,  arrived  with  reinforcements, 
on  board  Sir  Charles  Wager's  fleet ;  and  a  council  of 
war  was  immediately  summoned,  but  the  result  was  a 
determination  not  to  fire  upon  the  Spaniards.  The 
10th  of  February,  the  enemy  brought  materials  for 
batteries,  to  the  old  wind-mill,  on  the  neutral  ground  ; 
iipon  which  the  lieutenant-governor  again  collected  the 
sense  of  the  Admirals  and  Field-officers  ;  when,  in  the 
second  council  it  was  imanimously  agreed,  that  the 
Spanish  General  had  made  open  war,  in  encroaching 
so  far  on  the  liberties  of  the  garrison.      This  being 
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their  opinion.  Brigadier  Clayton  sent  a  parley  to  the 
Count,  to  know  the  reason  of  his  breaking  ground  :  to 
which  the  Count  replied,  that  "  he  was  on  his  master's 
"  ground,  and  was  not  answerable  to  any  other  person 
"  for  his  conduct."  As  this  answer  directly  indicated 
the  hostile  intentions  of  the  Spaniards,  the  Lieutenant- 
governor,  in  the  evening,  withdrew  the  out-guard,  and 
the  succeeding  day,  in  the  afternoon,  opened  the  Old 
mole  and  Willis's  batteries  on  their  workmen.  They 
persisted,  nevertheless,  in  carrying  on  the  work  ;  and 
at  night  a  large  party  marched  down  to  the  Devil's 
tower,  where  they  immediately  broke  ground,  and  be- 
gan a  communication  with  their  other  work.  This 
party  were  greatly  annoyed  in  marching  to  their  post, 
but  were  soon  under  cover  of  the  rock,  where  the  guns 
could  not  be  depressed  to  bear  upon  them. 

Numbers  of  the  enemy  deserted  to  the  garrison,  by 
whom,  on  the  seventeenth,  the  Lieutenant-governor 
was  informed  that  they  were  constructing  a  mine,  in  a 
cave  under  Willis's,  with  an  intention,  if  possible,  to 
blow  up  that  battery.  The  er,Tineers,  on  this  intelli- 
gence, reconnoitred  the  cave  ;  which,  after  some  diffi- 
culty, they  discovered,  with  a  sentry  at  the  entrance  ; 
and  a  party  was  immediately  stationed  to  annoy  the 
communication  with  musquetry.  On  the  morning  of 
the  22<1,  the  Count  opened  on  the  garrison,  with  17 
pieces  of  cannon,  besides  mortars.  The  day  following. 
Brigadier  Kane  left  the  garrison,  to  detach  a  reinforce- 
ment from  Minorca.  In  the  mean  time  Sh*  Charles 
Wager  and  Admiral  Hopson,  with  the  fleet  under  their 
command,  were  constantly  distressing  the  enemy,  by 
intercepting  their  homeward-bound  ships ;  and  the 
prizes  which  were  brought  into  the  bay,  greatly  bene- 
fitted the  besieged.  The  3d  of  March,  the  enemy 
opened  a  new  battery  of  22  gims  on  the  Old  mole  and 
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town  ;  and  on  the  8th,  another  of  13  guns,  bearing  also 
upon  the  OW  mole,  which,  it  seems,  proved  a  trouble- 
some battery  to  the  western  flank  of  their  approaches. 
The  Lieutenant-governor  continued  a  constant  and 
well-directed  fire  from  all  the  batteries  that  bore  upon 
their  works  ;  but  the  ordnance  in  general,  bemg  old, 
were  bursting  daily  on  the  batteries  ;   by  which  acci- 
dents  the  garrison  experienced  more  cas^^^^^^  ^^^ 
from  all  the  fire  of  the  enemy.     The  27th,  Col.  Mid- 
dleton's  regiment  arrived,   also  six  companies  and  a 
half  of  Col.   Hay's,  with  two  engineers,  a  captam  of 
artillerv    and  several  bombardiers,  gimners,  and  ma- 
trosses'-'  with  140  recruits  for  the  other  regiments. 

The  'Admirals  the  2d  of  April,  formed  the  design 
of  bombarding  Algeziras,  whence  the  enemy  were  con- 
stantly supplied  with  various  articles  of  ammunition  ; 
but  the  ships,  after  getting  under  way,  were  becalmed, 
and  obliged  to  come  to  anchor  ;  after  which  the  navy 
never  j?ave  themselves  any  further  concern  about  an- 
noving  them  in  that  quarter.     On  the   10th,  Colonel 
Co'sby  arrived  in   the   Solebay,  with  500  men,  from 
Minorca,  and  two  days  following,  the  Admirals  sailed 
to  the  westward,  leaving  Commodore   Davies  behind 
with  six  men  of  war  and  the  sloops.     Sir  Charles  did 
not  return  during  the  siege.     The  16th,  the  Lieute- 
nant-governor ordered  two  Serjeants,  with  ten  men  each 
to  advance  from  the  spur-guard,  under  the  rock,  and 
along  the  causeway,  and  alarm  the  enemy  ^^  J^^*''^"; 
ches  •  giving  them  directions  to  retire  when  they  found 
their' guards  sufl\ciently  alarmed,  when  he  intended  to 
salute  them  with   grape,  &c.    from  WiUiss    and  the 
lines      These  orders  were  executed,  and  the  enemy 
instantly  beat  to  arms  ;  but  the  bombardier  appointed 
to  give  the  signal  to  the  batteries,  firing  too  soon,  the 
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enemy  saw  through  the  design,  and  retired  without  any 
considerable  loss. 

Lord  Portmore,  the  governor,  arrived,  the  21st, 
with  a  battalion  of  Guards,  and  another  of  the  line  ; 
also  Colonel  Watson,  of  the  artillery,  with  several 
Noblemen  as  volunteers.  The  2Gth,  the  Count  opened 
a  new  battery,  against  Willis's,  and  the  extremity  of 
Prince's  lines.  Their  batteries  now  mounted  60  can- 
non, besides  mortars.  In  the  beginning  of  May,  the 
garrison  had  intelligence  that  the  enemy  designed  an 
assault :  precautions  were  accordingly  taken,  and  the 
guns  on  the  lower  defences  loaded  with  grape.  The 
Spaniards  added  still  to  their  approaches,  and  raised 
various  communications  to  and  from  their  advanced 
batteries.  Towards  the  16th  and  20th,  their  firing 
abated  ;  but  their  engineers  proceeded  in  advancing 
their  trenches.  On  the  SLst,  a  vessel  arrived  with  375 
barrels  of  powder  from  Lisbon.  June  the  3d,  the 
Solebay  came  in,  with  a  further  supply  of  980  barrels 
of  powder,  and  500  thirteen-inch  shells,  from  Mahon. 
The  firing  continued  till  the  r2th,  when,  about  ten  at 
night,  Colonel  Fitzgerald,  of  the  Irish  brigade,  beat  a 
parley,  and,  being  admitted  into  the  garrison,  delivered 
letters  to  Lord  Portmore,  from  the  Dutch  Minister  at 
the  Court  of  Madrid,  with  a  copy  of  the  preliminaries 
of  a  general  peace;  whereupon  a  suspension  of  arms 
took  place,  and  all  hostilities  ceased  on  both  sides. 

The  garrison  lost,  in  the  whole  about  300  killed  and 
wounded  ;  and  70  cannon,  with  30  mortars,  burst  dur- 
ing the  siege.  The  enemy's  casuals  could  never  be 
ascertained.  In  killed,  wounded,  &c.  it  was  computed 
thev  lost  near  3000  men. 

When  Lord  Portmore  and  the  Count  agreed  to  a 
cessation,  the  Spaniards  of  course  were  compelled  to 
forsake  the  mine  under   Willis's :  their  parties,   how- 
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ever  taking  possession  of  it  a  second  time,  his  Lord- 
ship'considered  it  a^  a  breach  of  the  articles  of  cessa- 
tion,  and  represented  it  accordingly.  The  Count  after- 
wards  withdrew  :  the  works  were  dismantled  and 
levelled,  and  the  troops  retreated  to  their  different  can- 

tonments.  ^  ,       , 

The  Spaniards  during   this  siege  never  made   the 
least  attempt  to  cut  off  the  communication  hy  sea;   so 
that  the  garrison  was  regularly  supplied  with  provi 
sions  and  fascines  from  Barbary,  and   had  a   regular 
correspondence  with  England. 

In  17-^8  the  Parliament  of  Great  Bntam  addressed 
his  Majesty  Kin^  George   II.  to  take  effectual  care  in 
the   treatv  then  pending,  to  preserve    his  undoubted 
riKht  to  Gibraltar,  and  the  Island  of  Minorca.     Over- 
toes  had  been  made  by  his  Majesty  George     .  to  re- 
store    the  former  to  Spain,  if  the   Parliament  would 
have  consented  to  such  restitution  ;  but  the  Minister 
finding  an  opposition,  declined  the  l>usiness        In  1  ^30, 
Lieut.  Gen.  Sabine  was  governor  of  Gibraltar.        1  he 
Spaniards  during  his  government  erected  the  forts  and 
lines  across  the  isthmus,  about  a  mile  from  the  garrison, 
which  effectually  prevent  any  communication  with  the 
country,  and,  as  we  have  experienced,  are  of  consider- 
able  advantage  in  case  of  a  siege.      The  western  fort, 
called  St.  Philip's,  entirely  commands  the  best  anchor- 
age on  the  side  of  the  Bay  next  the  garrison.     Lieu  .  ^ 
Gen.    Columbine  succeeded    General  Sabine,  and  he 
was  succeeded  by  Lieut.  Gen.  Hargrave. 

General  Bland  was  appointed  governor  in  l"4J  at 
which  time  a  general  relief  of  troops  took  place.  The 
estabhshment  at  that  period  was,  four  battalions  of  m- 
fantrv,  and  a  company  of  artillery.  Lord  George 
Beauderk,  and  the  Hon.  General  Herbert  were 
severally    commandants   in    the  absence  of    General 
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Bland  ;  and  in  1753  Lieut.  Gen.  Fowkes  was  deputed 
governor.     Lord  Tyrawley  succeeded  him,  in  whose 
absence  the  Earl  of  Panmure  was  commandant.     Earl 
Home   was  afterwards  governor,    and   died  there   in 
1761.      During  the    government   of   this  nobleman, 
about  the  year  1760,  an  incident  occured,  which,  as  it 
alarmed  the  garrison  very  much  at  that  time,  is  deserv- 
ing of  notice.     Two  British  regiments  had  been  a  very 
considerable  time  on  that  station,  and,  from  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war,  saw  little  prospect  of  being  re- 
lieved.     Amongst  these  a  conspiracy  was  formed,  by 
some   disaffected  persons,  to  surprise,   plunder,   and 
massacre  the    officers,   and   in  short  all    whom   they 
judged  to  be  averse  to  their  designs.     After  securing 
the  money  which  was  intended  for  the  pajTnent  of  the 
troops,  they  meant  to  purchase  for  themselves  a  secm-e 
retreat,  by  surrendering  this  so  much  wished-for  for- 
tress into  the  hands  of  Spain.     The  numbers  who 
joined  the  conspirators  where  not  fewer  than  730.     An 
accidental  quarrel,  in  a  wnne-house,  defeated  this  dan- 
gerous project,  and  produced  a  discovery.      Reed,  a 
private  in  the  seventh  regiment,  was  executed  on  the 
grand  parade,  as  the  ringleader  ;  and  ten  others  were 
condemned.     After  the  death  of  Lord  Home,  Colonerf 
Tovey  and  Major-general  Parflow  were  each  command- 
ants, till  the   Hon.  Lieutenant-general  Cornwallis  was 
appointed  governor.     During  this   General's  absence 
from  the  garrison.   Colonel  Irwin  was  commandant ; 
and  on  General  Cornwallis  leaving  Gibraltar  a  second 
time.  Major-general   Boyd,  lieutenant-governor,  com- 
manded.    In  this   General's  government,  the  garrison 
was  considerably  strengthened  with  three  new  bastions 
on  the  sea-line,  and  additional  improvements  at  the 
southward. 

In  1776,  the  Right  Hon.  General  George  Augustus 
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Eliott  was  appointed  Governor  of  ^that  important  for- 
tress and  joined  his  command  in  1777. 

In  1787  General  Elliot,  who  had  been  honoured  m 
1783  with  the  Order  of  the  Bath  for  his  glorious  do- 
fenoe  of  Gibraltar,  returned  to  England  ;  and  Major- 
general  O'Hara  was  appointed  commandant  durmg  his 
absence. 


CHAPTER  IT. 


Description  of  the  Rock,  with  the  fortifications  and  town 
of  Gibraltar—Remains  of  Moorish  architecture. _^a- 
tural  Curiosities.-Climate.-Vejretation^_Fish  ;  and 
whence  supplied  with  Cattle.  &c.-Military  Establishment. 

!:DescriptL  of  the  Bay.-Algeziras.-Some  accounts 
of  the  Ancient  city  of  Carteia.-St.  Roque.^Conclusive 
remarks. 

As  the  History  which  is  to  be  the  subject  of  the  follow. 
inK  pa?es,  will  be  more  in  detail  than  the  preceding 
nan-at'ive,  it  may  on  some  accounts  be  "'>««f '/' •^"f 
..annot  on  any,  I  flatter  myself  be  ^.'-F*-^' f' »;  P?/ 
sent  the  reader  with  a  short  descnpt.on  of  th.s  cele- 
brated Bock,  and  the  fortifications  wh.ch  have  been 

erected  for  its  defence.  „    , .  ,    x     j 

The  Promontory,  or  rock,  at  the  foot  of  which  stands 
the  town,  is  upwards  of  1300  feet  in  height ;  projecting 
Into  the  .;ea  se'v eral  miles  from  the  continent,  t.  wlueh 
it  is  connected  by  an  isthmus  of  low  sand.  This  ap- 
pearance  makes  it  not  improbable  that  Mc.^  Calp^  h^, 
n  former  Jiges,  been  totally  surrounded  by  the  sea 
The  north  front  of  the  poninsula,  which  presents  itself 
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to  the  main  land,  is  of  various  heights.  The  breadth 
of  the  isthmus,  at  the  foot  of  the  rock,  is  about  900 
yards ;  but  it  grows  considerably  wider  towards  tlie 
country.  Across  this  isthmus,  (which,  vrith  Gibraltar 
and  the  opposite  coast,  forms  the  bay)  the  Spaniards 
have  drawn  a  fortified  line  at  about  a  mile's  distance 
from  the  garrison,  extending  1700  yards,  and  embrac- 
ing both  shores  ;  a  fort  of  masonry  is  erected  at  each 
extremity,  mounting  23  or  24.  guns  each  ;  they  are  of 
different  forms,  and  are  called  St.  Philip  and  St.  Bar- 
bara. The  former  of  these  forts  commands  the  best 
and  the  usual  anchoring-place  of  our  shipping  and  small 
craft,  and,  by  forming  a  cross-fire  with  fort  St.  Barbara 
on  the  neutral  ground,  prevents  all  commimication  be- 
tween the  garrison  and  the  country. 

The  Rock,  as  I  have  mentioned  before,  is  upwards 
of  1300  feet  perpendicular  above  the  level  of  the  sea  ; 
and  is  separated  by  a  ridge  from  north  to  south,  divid- 
ing it  into  two  unequal  parts.  The  western  front  or 
division  is  a  gradual  slope,  interspersed  with  precipices  ; 
but  the  opposite  side,  looking  to  the  Mediterranean, 
and  the  north  front,  facing  the  Spanish  lines,  are  both 
naturally  very  steep,  and  totally  inaccessible.  It  is  this 
peculiar  circumstance  which  forms  the  chief  strength 
of  Gibraltar. 

The  town  is  built  at  the  foot  of  the  north-west  face 
of  the  hill,  and  is  fortified  in  an  irregular  manner. 
The  communication  with  it  from  the  isthmus,  is  bv  a 
long  narrow  causeway  (serving  as  a  dam  to  an  inim- 
dation),  which  is  defended  by  a  curtain,  with  two  bas- 
tions, mounting  2G  pieces  of  cannon,  a  dry  ditch,  co- 
vered way,  and  glacis  well  mined.  These,  with  the 
causeway,  are  warmly  flanked  by  the  King's,  Queen's 
and  Prince's  lines  ;  works  cut  in  the  rock  with  im- 
mense labour,  and  scarped  to  be  almost  inaccessible. 
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Above  the  lines  are  the  batteries  at  Willis^  «d  other, 
at  different  heights,  until  the,  crown  the  summit  of 
The  rock  where  several  batteries  are  erected  for  can- 
nt^d  mortars.     These  batteries  the  lowest  of  wh.cb 
U  upwards  of  400  feet   above  the  neutral  p-ound 
mount  between  50  and  60  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance 
Td^tirely  command  the  isthmus  below.     Exclus^e 
of  what  are  here  mentioned,  additional  works  of  a  sm- 
^W  nature  were  projected  in  1782,  wh-h,  with  others 
^  the  lines,  on  a  similar  plan,  that  are  (1789)  exe- 
cuting under  the  direction  of  Major-general  O  Hara 
wiU    render   Gibraltar  (almost)  impregnable  m  that 
quarter.     The  Old  mole,  to  the  west  of  the  Grand  bat- 
tery forms  also  a  very  formidable  Hank,  and,  with  the 
lines  a  cross.6re  on  the  causeway  and  neutral  ground. 
This'  battery  has  been  found  so  great  an  """"y^^^  *» 
Hie  besiegers,  that,  by  way  of  distmcuon,  it  has  long 
*^„  kn?wn  Jnder  'the  appellation  of  the  DevU^s  tongue 
Meed  the  ordnance  in  the  lines,  upon  the  Grand  bat- 
terv  a^d  the  Old  mole,  aU  together,  exhibit  so  formi- 
Ihle  an  appearance  to  a  spectator  on  the  e»u»eway, 
ZrZ  entrance  into  the  garrison  is  called  by  the 
Spaniards,  the  3foutAo/i''ire. 

From  the  Grand  battery,  along  the  sea-line,  looking 
towids  the  Bay,  the  town  is  defended  by  the  Nor^h 
Montague's,*  Prince  of  Orange's,  King  s,  and  South 
wtioT;   the  line-wall  or  curtains  between   which 
rn^^t  moxiy  cannon  and  mortars.     Montague's,  Prince 
rSe-s,  and  King's  bastions,  have  been  erected 
•  These  bastions  and  the  conneoting  curtains  were  so 
mucSed  in  the  last  siege,  that  it  was  though,  neces^nr 
rstren^en  this  part  of  the  town,  by  an  extensive  line  of 
to  ''"'^''B|n<^  ^  disunce  into  the  sea,  the  foun- 

r"  ''"of  Ilwer!  TaW  in  1788.     Some  «iditions  are 
"conremplarfor  the  Grand  battery  andLand-port. 
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latelv.     The  latter  is  a  very  complete  piece  of  fortifica- 
tion,' commanding  the   Bay  from  New  to  Old  mole 
heads,  and  mounting  twelve  thirty-two  pounders,  and 
four  ten-inch  howitzers  in  front,  ten  gmis  and  howitzers 
on  its  flanks,   and  has  casements  for  800  men,  with 
kitchens  and  ovens  for  cooking.     Montague's  is  much 
smaller,  mounts  only   12  pieces  of  cannon,  but  ha5  a 
casemate  for  200  men,   communicating  with  the  Old 
mole.     In  1782  the  engineers  began  a  cavalier  upon 
this  bastion  for  two  guns  ;  but  it  was  not  finished  till 
after  the  grand  attack  in  September.      Another  work 
of  this  nature  was  likewise  erected  in  the  beginning  of 
the  blockade  for  five  guns,  on  the  north  bastion  of  the 
Grand  batterv.     The  town  on  the  sea-line  is  not  less 
protected  by  'natural  defences,  than  by  fortifications. 
A  shoal  of  sharp  rocks  extends  along  the  front  far  mto 
the  Bay,  and  prevents  ships  of  large  burthen  from  ap- 
proaching very  near  the  walls. 

From  the  South  bastion  (which  is  considerably  high- 
er than  the  rest  of  the  works,  in  order  to  protect  the 
town  from  the  eminences  on  the  red  sands)  a  curtain  ex- 
tends up  the  face  of  the  hill,  and  concludes,  at  an  inac- 
cessible precipice,  the  works  of  the  town.     In  this  cur- 
tain is  the  South- Port  gate,  before  which,  and  the  south 
bastion,  is  a  dry  ditch,  with  a  covered  way  and  glacis. 
At  the  east  end,  on  the  declivity  of  the  hill,  above  the 
gate,  is  a  large  flat  bastion,  connected  with  the  curtain, 
and  mounting  13  guns,  bearing  on  the  bay,  &c.      This 
work  is  covered  by  a  demy-bastion  that  joins  the  preci- 
pice.     Above  the  precipice,  an  old  Moorish  wall  is  con- 
tinued to  the  ridge  of  the  rock  ;  in  the  front  of  which 
a  curtain  with  loop-holes  and  redans  (built  in  the  reign 
of  the  Emperor  Charles  V.,  and  called  after  his  name) 
extends  to  the  top,  effectually  cutting  off  all  communi- 
cation in  that  quarter.     Between  the    M'jonsh   and 


HISTOEY  OF  THE 

on  a  serene  and  c  e^  ^^^^  .""^Sl,  and  can  just  ob- 
unbounded  yew  of  the  M^te  ,^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^ 

serve  a  part  of  the  Atlan^^c  ^^  ^^^.^ 

^ounUins.     S.gnals  fo™"  ^  7;;'^,,,  from  ea.t  and 

on   the  appearan^  f  ;f -^;rceme„t  ..f  ,,0  late 
west;  but  soon  '^^T  ..Lsuanish  cnusers  were  more 

war,  we  f--;-jf;^f  2%%^*  of  our  friends  by 

fortifications  of  «>«  town^  J^^ng^-^^^^^^  ^-"""f' 
of  each  work.  I  shall  *«^f ";.  /  ^^^s  to  the  south- 
in  the  same  general  manner,  the  «orK 

ward.  ,  ,    ».       .  linp  wall  is  continued 

From  the   South  basbon  a  Ime^waU         ^^ 

along  the  beach  to  the  New  mde-h^-«     ^^J^^^  .^ 
fort  is  erected,  mounting  26  &^^^^^.  and  in  its  rear 

divided  by  a  small  ^-/^  ^^^^  ^^^"'^  '"" ' 
is  a  retired  work,  called  t^e  Pnn^^^^^^^^^^  ,^,  ,ea.     Near 

io  which  are  «ev^^^\^^""^  ^1^^^^^^^       town,  is  a  wharf 
the  South  ^-tion,  thoug^^^^^^^^^  ^^^  ;,^  ^^i,,, 

called  Ragged  St^ff^^^^^;^^^^^  fr^m  its  vicinity  to 

are  usually  landed,  bemg  convemenl^^    eommunication 
the  victualling-office  and  stores         n  ^  ^^^^_ 

to  this  quay,  is  by  spiral  --^^-^^^  fr,,t  of  which 

bridge  opening  intoj^;^^^^^^  ^,,,.     m 

is  a  small  work  of  "^^^^7;^  ^^J  ^here  shipping 
,,     foot  o^^^^^-^l^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Itp^rn-  ^^trdeS^f  water  sufficient  for 
In  the  New  mole  t^^^«  ^  f  ^^^^^^  ,y^,  ^.^arf,  and  heave 
a  ship  of  the  line  to  he  -l^^f^^^^^^^^^^       battery  for  hea- 
down.     At  the  mole-head  IS  a  ciiciu 
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vy  metal,  joined  to  the  New-mole  fort  by  a  strong  wall, 
fraised  ;  having  a  banquet  for  musquetry,  with  two  em- 
bra.sures  opening  towards  the  Bay.     This  mole,  with 
the  Old  mole  at  Waterport,  were  built  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  trading.vessels  :  the  former  however  is  gene- 
rally occupied  by  men  of  war ;  and  the  latter,  not  hav- 
ing  more  than  six  feet  at  low  water,  only  adnuts  small 
craft  to  the  wharfs  ;  merchantmen  of  large  burthen  are 
obliged  therefore  to  anchor  about  half  or  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  from  Waterport,  in  seven  or  eight  fathoms. 
But  in  time  of  war  this  anchorage  is  commanded  by  the 
Spanish  forts  :  they  are  consequently,  in  case  of  a  rup- 
ture with  Spain,  under  the  necessity  of  removmg  to  the 
southward  of  the  New  mole,  where  the  ground  is  so 
rocky  and  foul,  that  they  are  often  in  imminent  danger 
during  the  strong  southerly  winds.     From  the  New- 
mole  fort,  to  the  north  end  of  Rosia  Bay,  the  rock  is 
difficult  of  access  ;  nevertheless  a  parapet  is  contmued, 
and  batteries  are  erected,  as  situations  dicUte.     The 
works  at  Rosia  are  strong,  and  act  as  flanks  to  each 
other.     They  are  close  along  the  beach,  which  is  low, 
and  have  a  retired  battery  of  eight  guns  in  the  rear. 

The  Rock  continues  to  ascend  from  the  south  point 
of  Rosia  Bay,  by  Parson's  Lodge  (behind  which,  upon 
an  eminence,  is  a  new  battery,  en  burbet,  on  traversing 
carriages),  to  Camp-guard,  and  Buena  Vista  ;  so  called 
ft-om  the  beautiful  prospect  of  the  Bay  and  neighbour- 
ing  kingdoms  of  Barbary  and  Spain,  which  is  there  pre- 
sented  to  a  spectator.  A  line-wall  is  raised,  notwith- 
standing  the  rock  being  inaccessible,  with  cannon  at  dif- 
ferent  distance..  At  Buena  Vista  there  are  several 
jmns  en  barbet,  which  have  great  command ;  and  the 
hill  towards  Europa  is  slightly  fortified,  which  gives  it 
the  appearance,  at  a  distance,  of  an  old  castle  repaired. 
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The  rock  then  descends  by  the  Devil's  Bowling-green, 
so  named  from  the  irregularity  of  its  surface  to  Little 
Bay.     At  this  post,  which  is  totally  surrounded  with 
precipices,  there  is  a  barbet  battery,  flanking  the  works 
to  the  New  mole  ;  thence  the  rock  continues  naturally 
steep  for  a  considerable  distance,  when  the  Ime-wall 
and  batteries  recommence,  and  extend  in  an  irre^lar 
manner  to  Europa  Point,  the  southern  extremity  of  the 
garrison,  though  not  the  southern  point  of  Europe. 
The  rock  from  this  point  is  regularly  perpendicular  to 
Europa  advance,  where  a  few  batteries,  and  a  post  at 
the  Cave-guard,  terminate  the  works.     The  fortifica- 
tions along  the  sea-line  at  Europa  do  not  however  con- 
stitute the  principal  strength  of  that  part  of  the  garri- 
son.    The  retired  and  inaccessible  lines  of  \N  indmill- 
hillhave great  command,  and  being  situated  within mus- 
ket-shot  of  the  sea,  are  very  formidable,  and  of  great 
consequence  in  that  quarter.  ,      .„  ,         «. 

The  preceding  description,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  sufti- 
ciently  explanatory  to  point  out  the  improvements  that 
have  been  made  within  these  few  years.     The  new  bas- 
tions on  the  sea-line  were  planned  and  executed,  by 
and  under  the  direction  of  the  present  Chief  Engineer, 
Major-general  Sir  William  Green,  Bart.     Lieut.  Gen. 
Sir  Robert  Boyd,   K.  B.  laid  the  foundation-stone  of 
the  King's  bastion,  in  the  absence  of  General  Corn- 
wallis,  the  governor.     The   garrison  also  underwent 
considerable  alterations  whilst  he  commanded  ;   V^ind- 
mill-hill  was  fortified,  and  other  changes  were  effected 
at  the  southward.     The  improvements  on  the  nort.iern 
front  were  carried  on  under  the  direction  of  Sir  George 
Augustus   Elliott,    K.    B.    since  he    was    appointed 
to  the  government.   The  communication,    or   gallery 
leading   to    St.    George's     Hall,  above    Farringdon's 
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battery  ;  Queen's-lines  battery,  and  communication ; 
two  works  of  the  same  nature,  which  extend  under  the 
Queen's  battery  (Willis's*),  and  in  the  rock  above 
Prince  of  Hesse's  bastion ;  are  all  so  singularly  con- 
trived, and  of  so  formidable  a  nature,  that  all  direct  at- 
tacks  by  land,  henceforward,  may  be  considered  as  quix- 
otism and  insanity.  -i.  j  .. 
,  Before  the  interior  part  of  the  place  is  described,  it 
wUl  not  be  improper  to  conclude  the  description  of  its 
outer  works,  by  inserting  an  abstract  of  the  guns,  how- 
itzers, and  mortars,  mounted  upon  the  different  batte- 
ries. '  The  original,  from  which  this  was  copied,  was 
taken  in  the  beginning  of  March,  1783. 

•  The  Gallery  under  the  Queen's  battery  has  been  con- 
tinued by  General  O'Hura,  and  now  communicates  with  the 
Prince's  lines  ;  it  is  called  the  Union  GaUery. 
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The  town  is  built  on  a  bed  of  red  sand,  similar  to 
those  eminences  without  South-port,  which  originally 
extended  from  Land-port  to  the  foot  of  the  ascent  to 
the  south  barracks.  The  buildings,  before  the  town 
was  destroyed  in  the  late  siege,  were  composed  of  dif- 
ferent materials,  principally  of  tapia  ;*  though,  since 
the  English  have  been  in  possession  of  Gibraltar,  many 
have  been  built  of  the  rock-stone,  plastered,  and  blue- 
washed  on  the  outside,  to  break  the  powerful  rays  of 
the  sun,  which  otherwise  would  be  too  glaring,  and  pre- 
judicial to  the  eyes.  The  modern  houses  were  in  ge- 
neral covered  with  tiles  ;  but  the  flat  terraced  roofs  re- 
mained in  those  erected  by  the  Spaniards,  and  in  some, 
the  mirandas  or  towers,  whence  the  inhabitants,  with- 
out removing  from  home,  had  a  beautiful  and  extensive 
prospect  of  the  neighbouring  coasts. 

Of  the  buildings  that  are  most  deserving  of  notice, 
the  old  Moorish  castle  is  the  most  conspicuous.     This 
antique  structure  is  situated  on  the  north-west  side  of 
the  hill,  and  originally  consisted  of  a  triple  wall,  the 
outer  inclosure  descending  to  the  water's  edge  :  but  the 
lower  parts  have  long  since  been  removed,  and  the 
Grand  battery  and  Waterport  fortifications  erected  on 
thoir  ruins  ;  and  the  first,  or  upper  wall,  would  long 
ago  have  shared  the  same  fate,  had  it  not  been  found  of 
service  in  covering  the  town  from  the  Isthmus,  in  case 
of  a  siege.     The  walls  standing  at  present  form  an  ob- 
long square,  ascending  the  hill,  at  the  upper  angle  of 
which  is  the  principal  tower,  where  the  Governor  or 
Alcaide  formerlv  resided.     The  ruins  of  a  Moorish 
mosque,  or  place  of  worship,  can  be  traced  within  the 
walls  ;  as  also  a  neat  morisque  court,  and  reservoir  for 

•  A  cement  consisting  of  mortar,  made  of  sand,  lime, 
and  small  pebbles,  which  being  well  tempered,  and  wrought 
together  in  a  frame,  acquires  great  strength  and  «;olidity. 
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^ater  •  but  the  latter  cannot,  without  great  difficulty, 
be  discovered  by  a  stranger.  A  large  tower  on  the 
south-east  wall  ha.  long  been  converted  mto  a  magazine 
for  powder  ;  and  in  different  places  quarters  were  fitted 
up  before  the  late  siege,  for  officers  and  two  companies 
of  soldiers.  This  castle  was  erected,  as  I  have  men- 
tioned before,  bv  the  Saracens  or  Moors,  on  their  first 
invading  Spain  ;  and  the  present  venerable  remams  are 
incontestable  proofs  of  its  magnificence,  whilst  it  con- 

tinued  in  their  possession. 

The  other  principal  buildings  are  the  Convent,  or 
Governor's  quarters  ;  the  Lieut.  Governor  s  house, 
which  is  amodern  structure ;  the  Admiralty-house,  for- 
merly  a  monastery  of  white  friars ;  the  Soldiers  bar- 
racks,  Victualling-office,  and  Store-house.  Besides 
these,  there  are  the  Spanish  church,  the  Atara^ana,  or 
galley-house,  and  some  other  buildings,  formerly  of 
note,  but  now  in  ruins  from  the  fire  of  the  Spaniards 
during  the  late  siege.* 

At  the  southward,  are  the  South  Barracks  and  the 
Navv  Hospital.     The  former  a  stately  building    de- 
lightfully  situated,  with  a  parade  in  front,   and  two 
pavilions  detached ;  the  whole  capable  of  quartering 
1200  men,  and  officers  proportionate.     The  latter  a 
capacious  pile,  well  adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  intended :  it  has  an  area  in  the  centre,  with  piazzas 
and  a  gallery  above,  by  which  the  sick  may  enjoy  the 
sun,  or  shade,  as  they  think  proper:  there  are  apart- 
ments  for  1000  men,  with  pavilions  at  each  wmg  for 
the  accommodation  and  convenience  of  the  Surgeons 
and  their  attendants.      This  hospital   was  originally 

•  Since  the  peace  of  1783,  the  greatest  part  of  the  town 
has  been  rebuilt,  and  (which  is  rather  to  be  regretted)  on 
the  old  foundations. 
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,  A  <•  ,  thf  navy  in  case  a  British  fleet  should  be 
"IT^JZ  he  Serranean ;  but,  on  the  Spamards 
stationed  in  the  Meaii  ,he  Governor  removed 

bombarding  the  to«-n  in  ^'.^^  kt^mo  distance,  in 
into  it  the  .ick  of  the  P''-"-"-J^" -magazines, 
the  front  of  the  barracks,  ''''>  '^^^^^^.^Z  depo- 
in  ,hieh  the  supplies  from  E'  ^'f" ^f^^^^'^ J,,;„Vs. 
sited,  before  they  are  <lf' "'  >»*f  j*"'^:,,,  ^,  almost  the 
Th'eselast  conclude  the  ^>»f  /  "^^^.^  the   late 

l^p^Vcoli'r.  r^idr  by  workmen  purposely  appointed 

for  that  duty.  M„nri<h  architecture  which 

Besides  the  remains  of  ^  "<" '^"^  ^^^^ .      j.^^^  been 
have  already  been  mentioned    the  <^°;    -  ., 

esteemed  not  unworthy  of  notice      Wirtin   n 
find  the  Galley.house,  and  T  \;1*^,  |  vU    and  at  the 

ri:::r::tso^>t:^-^^^^^^^^^ 

soutn^^ara,  runi.-^  ,         t^         „       tVio  former  are 

™"lon%tfwerVbur;ing.vauUsfor  persons  of  rank  ; 
rerTsup/orethem  apHson;  ^^^ ''^  ^^f'^Z'u 

SftTed  tt^Ss  of  a  building  erected  by  the 
^.Tbut  used  by  the  Spaniards  -  ;  c  ^M  .d 
called  NuestraSenoradel  Europa  Along^^^^^^  ^^ 
P,lire  without  the  fortification,  are  also  several 

ro   : h  :i  ca"ed  by  the  garrison,  the  Nuns  weU. 

It  is  sunk  eight  feet  ^i^^jj^::::\:j^JCy^  ^,; 

and  42  feet  broad,  and,  to  preserve  t  , 
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name  of  Beefsteak  cave  ;  which  was  a  common  resi- 
dence  for   many   of  the   inhabitants,  during  the  late 

sienre. 

The  hill  abounds  in  cavities,  that  serve  as  receptacles 

for  the  rain.  None,  however,  is  so  singular  and  wor- 
thy of  notice  as  St.  Michael's  cave,  on  the  side  of  the 
hill,  in  a  line  with  the  south  barracks,  about  1100  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea.  At  the  entrance  are  the 
remains  of  a  strong  wall.  The  mouth  is  only  five  feet 
wide  ;  but  on  descending  a  slope  of  earth,  it  widens 
considerably ;  and,  with  the  assistance  of  torches,  the 
openings  of  several  smaller  caves  are  discovered.  The 
outer  cave  is  about  200  feet  long,  and  90  broad.  The 
top  appears  to  be  supported  by  pillars  of  vast  magni- 
tude,  formed  by  the  perpetual  droppings  of  petrifying 
water,  the  whole  bearing  great  resemblance  to  the  inside 
of  a  gloomy  Gothic  cathedral. 

The    several  gradations   in  the    progress   of  those 
petrifiictions  are  easily  discovered.       In  some  may  be 
observed    small   capitals,    descending   from   the  roof, 
whilst   proportionable  bases  rise   underneath  :  others 
again  are  formed  of  very  small  diameter  ;  and  a  third 
class  immensely  large,  seem  to  support  the  roof  of  this 
wonderful  cavern.     Few  strangers  visit  Gibraltar  but 
are  conducted  to  view  this  cave  ;   and  numbers,  with 
the  assistance  of  ropes  and  torches,  have  attempted  to 
explore  the  depth  ;  however,  after  descending  about 
500  feet  thev  have  been  obliged  to  return,  by  the  gross 
vapours'which  issued  from  beneath.       It  was  in  this 
cave  that  the  Spaniards  concealed  themselves  m  the 
siege  of  1727,  when  a  party  of  them,  unperceived,  got 
into  the  garrison,  at  the  Cave-guard,  near  Europa  ad- 
vwice  but  afterwards  failed  in  their  enterprise. 

There  are  several  other  caves  on  different  parts  of 
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the  hill,  in  which  the  water  possesses  the  same  petri- 
Sng  qualities.  One  under  Middle-hiU  cal  ed  loco- 
roca  was  fitted  up,  previous  to  the  bombardment,  for 
Ihe  Governor's  reception  ;  but  was  afterwards  convert- 
ed into  a  powder-magazine,  being  very  convement  for 
the  batteries  on  the  heights. 

Amongst  the  natural   curiosities  of   Gibraltar    the 
petrified  bones,  found  in  the  cavities  of  the  rocks  have 
Neatly  attracted  the  attention  of  the  curious      These 
bones  are  not  found  in  one  particular  part    but  hav-e 
been  discovered  in  various  places  at  a  considerable  dis- 
tance  from  each  other.      From  the  rocks  near  Rosia 
bay   (without  the  line-wain   great  quantities   of  thi. 
curious  petrifaction  have  been  collected,  and  sent  home 
for  the  inspection  of  naturalists.     Some  of  the  bones 
are  of  large  diameter  ;  and,  being  broken  with  the  rock 
the  marrow  is  easily   to  be  distinguished.       Colonel 
James,  in  his  description  of  Gibraltar,  mentions  an  en- 
tire human  skeleton  being  discovered  m  the  sohd  rock, 
at  the  Prince's  lines  ;  which  the  miner  blew  to  pieces  : 
and  in  the  beginning  of  the  late  blockade,  a  party  of 
miners,   forming  a    cave  at  Upper  All  s-well    m  the 
lines,  produced  several  bones  that  were  petrified  to  the 
rock   and  appeared  to  have  belonged  to  a  large  bird  : 
being  present  at  the  time,  I  procured  several  fragments ; 
but  in  the  bombardment  of  1781,  they  were  destroyed 
with  other  similar  curiosities. 

The  hill  is  remarkable  for  the  number  of  apes  about 

its  summit,  which  are  said  not  to  be  found  in  any  other 

part  of  Spain.     They  breed  in  inaccessible  places,  and 

frequently  appear  in  large  droves  with  their  young  on 

their  backs,  on  the  western  face  of  the   hill.       It  is 

imagined  they  were  originally  brought  from  Barbary 

by  the  Moors,  as  a  similar  species  inhabit  Mons  Myla 

4ich,onthat  aorount,  is  generally  called   Ape  s  Inll. 
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Red-legged  partridges  are  often  found  in  coveys ; 
woodcocks  and  teal  are  sometimes  seen  ;  anil  wild  wb- 
bits  are  caught  about  Europa  and  Windmill-hill.  The 
garrison-orders  forbid  officers  to  shoot  on  the  western 
side  of  the  rock  ;  parties  however  often  go  m  boats 
round  Europa  Point  to  kill  wild  pigeons,  which  are  nu- 

merous  in  the  caves.  ^.,     ,       /. 

Eagles  and  vultures  annually   visit  Gibraltar  from 
Barbarv,  in  their  way  to  the  interior  parts  of  Spam. 
The  former  breed  in  the  craggy  parts  of  the  rock,  and, 
with  the  hawk,  are  often  seen  towering  round  its  sum- 
mit.    Moschetoes  are  exceedingly  troublesome  towards 
the  close  of  summer  ;  and  locusts  are  sometimes  found. 
The    scorpion,   centipes,    and    other    venomous   rep- 
tiles,  abound  amongst  the  rocks  and   old  buildmgs ; 
and  the  harmless  green  lizard,  and  snake,  are  frequent- 
ly caught  by  the  soldiers,  who,  after  drawing  their 
teeth,  treat  them  with  every  mark  of  fondness. 

w' ith  regard  to  the  climate  of  Gibraltar,  the  inhabi- 
tants breathe  a  temperate  and  wholesome  air,  for  most 
part  of  the  year.     The  summer  months  of  June,  July, 
and  August,  are  excessively  warm,  with  a  perpetual 
serene  and  clear  sky  :  the  heat  is  however  allayed,  in  a 
great  measure,  by  a  constant  refreshing  breeze  from  the 
sea,  which  usually  sets  in  about  ten  in  the  forenoon,  con- 
tinuing till  almost  sunset :  and,  from  its  invigorating 
and   aggreeable  coolness,  is  emphatically   called   the 
Doctor.     The  cold  in  winter  is  not  so  excessive  as  in 
the  neighbouring  parts  of  the  country.     Snow  falls  but 
seldom,  and  ice  is  a  rarity ;  yet  the  Grenadian  moim- 
tains  in  Spain,  and  the  lofty  mountains  in  Africa,  have 
snow  lying  on  them  for  several  m«mths.     Heavy  rains, 
high  w-inds,  and  most  tremendous  thunder,  with  dread- 
fully-vivid lightning,  are  the  attendants  on  December 
and  January.     The  rain  then  pours  down  in  torrents 


from  the  hill,  and,  descending  mih  great  rapidity  often 
choaks  up  the  drains  with  large  stones  and  rubbish,  and 
sometimes  does  great  injury  to  the  works  ;  but  these 
storms  never  are  of  long  duration  :  the  sky  soon  clears 
up  ;  the  heavy  clouds  disperse  ;  the  cheering  san  ap- 
pears, and  sufficiently  compensates  for  the  horrors  of 
the  preceding  night.     It  is  during  this  season  that  the 
water  that  serves  the  garrison  for  the  ensuing  summer 
is  collected.      The  aipieduct,  which  conducts  it  to  the 
fountain  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  is  extremely  well 
executed  ;  and  was  constructed  by  a  Jesmt,  when  the 
Spaniards  were  in  possession  of  Gibraltar.     It  is  erect- 
ed against  the  bank  of  sand,  without  South  port,  be- 
irinning  to  the  southward  of  the  eight-gun  bastion,  and, 
collecting  the  rain-water  that  filters  through  the  sand, 
conducts  it  to  the  South  port,  and  thence  to  the  foun- 
tjun.     The  water,  thus  strained  and  purified,  is  re- 
markably clear  and  wholesome.  ,  ^    , . , 
The  appearance  of  the  Rock  is  barren  and  forbid- 
dine  ;  as  few  trees  or  shrubs,  excepting  palmettos,  are 
to  be  seen  on  the  face  of  the  hill :  yet  it  is  not  entirely 
destitute  of  vegetation  ;  wild  herbs,  of  different  kinds, 
spring  up  in  the  interstices  of  the  rocks,  when  the  peri- 
odical rains  set  in,  and  aftbrd  some  triffing  nourishment 
to  the  bullocks,  sheep,  and  goats,  that  browse  upon  the 
hill      The  first  rains  generally  fall  in  September,  or 
October,  and  continue  at  intervals  to  refresh  the  gar- 
rison  till  April  or  May.     When  they  cease    and  the 
powerful  rays  of  the  sun  have  withered  the  little  ver- 
dure  that  appeared  on  the  hill,  nothing  offers  to  the 
eve  but  sharp  uncouth  rocks,  and  dried  palmetto-bushes. 
The  soil  collected  in  the  low  ground  is  however   ex- 
tremely  rich  and  fertile,  producing  variety  of  frmts  and 
vegetables.     Colonel  James,  in  his  elaborate  history  of 
GU.raltar,  enumerates  no  less  than  300  different  herbs, 
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which  are  to  be  found  on  various  parts  of  the  rock. 
Gibraltar  consequently  must  be  an  excellent  field  of  a- 
musement  to  a  botanist. 

The  garrison,  before  the  blockade  of  1779,  was  chief- 
ly supplied  with  roots  and  pardon-stuff  from  the  gar- 
dens on  the  neutral  ground,  which,  being  on  a  flat, 
could  almost  constantly  (even  in  summer)  be  kept  in  a 
state  of  vegetation.  The  proprietors  of  these  gardens 
were  obliged  totally  to  relinquish  them  when  the  Span- 
iards erected  their  advanced  works  :  from  that  period 
General  Eliott  encouraged  cultivation  within  his  own 
limits,  by  every  possible  indulgence.  Many  plots  at  the 
southward  were  inclosed  with  walls,  the  ground  cleared 
of  stones  and  rubbish,  and  soil  collected  from  other 
parts :  so  that  with  assiduity  and  perseverance,  after 
some  time,  the  produce,  during  the  winter  season,  was 
so  increased  as  to  be  almost  equal  to  the  consumption  ; 
and  probably,  in  the  space  of  a  few  years,  the  garrison 
may  be  totally  independent,  in  this  article,  of  any  assis- 
tance from  the  neighbourhood. 

Gibraltar,  by  being  nearly  surrounded  by  the  sea,  is 
exceedingly  well  supplied  with  fish  :  the  John-doree, 
turbot,  soal,  salmon,  hake,  rock-cod,  mullet  and  ran- 
ger, with  great  variety  of  less  note,  are  caught  along 
the  Spanish  shore,  and  hi  different  parts  of  the  Bay. 
Mackarel  are  also  taken  in  vast  numbers  during  the  sea- 
son,  and  shell-fish  are  sometimes  brought  from  the  neigh- 
bouring parts The  Moors,  in  time  of  peace,  supply  the 

garrison  with  ox-beef,  mutton,  veal,  and  poultry,  on  mo- 
derate terms ;  and  from  Spain  they  procure  pork,  which 
is  remarkable  for  its  sweetness  and  flavour.  Fruits 
of  all  kinds,  such  as  melons,  oranges,  green  figs,  grapes, 
j)omegranates,  &c.  are  brought  in  abundance  from  Bar- 
bary  and  Portugal :  and  the  best  wines  are  drunk  at  very 
reasonable  [M-ices. 


' 


The  present  military  establishment*  of  Gibraltar  con- 
sists of  six  companies  of  ju-tillery,  nine  regiments  of  the 
line,  and  a  company  of  artificers,  commanded  by  engin- 
eers ;  composing  an  army  of  upwards  of  4000  men, 
officers  included.  Before  the  late  bombardment,  the 
troops  were  quartered  in  the  barracks  at  the  southward, 
and  in  quarters  fitted  up  out  of  the  old  Spanish  buildings 
iiitown.  The  officers  were  distributed  in  the  same 
manner ;  but  in  case  of  reinforcements,  and  that  govern- 
ment quarters  were  not  sufficient  for  their  accommoda- 
tion, billet-money  was  allowed  in  proportion  to  rank, 
and  the  officers  hired  lodgings  from  the  inhabitants. 

The  regiments,  on  their  arrival  in  the  garrison,  are 
entitled  to  salt  provisions  from  the  stores,  in  the  follow, 
ing  proportion.  One  ration  for  each  Serjeant,  corpo- 
ral, drummer,  and  private,  consisting  of  7  lb.  of  bread, 
delivered  twice  a  week,  beef  2  lb.  8  oz.  pork  1  lb.  but- 
ter 10  oz.  pease  half  a  gallon,  and  groats  3  pints  :  every 
commissioned  and  warrant  officer,  under  a  Captain,  re- 
ceives two  rations,  a  Captain  three,  a  Major  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel four,  a  Colonel  .-ix.  In  times  of  pro- 
found peace,  officers  generally  receive  a  compensation 
in  money  for  their  provisions,  or  dispose  of  them  to  the 
Jews,  of  whom  there  are  great  numbers  in  the  garrison, 
who  are  always  ready  to  purchase,  or  take  them  in  barter. 
The  troops  are  paid  in  currency,  which,  let  the  exchange 
of  the  garrison  be  above  or  below  par^  never  varies  to 
the  noncommissioned  and  privates.  A  serjeant  receives 
weekly,  as  full  garrison  pay,  one  dollar,  six  reals,  equal 
to  nine-pence  sterling,  per  diem  ;  a  corporal,  and  drum- 
mer, one  dollar,  one  real,  and  five  quartils,  in  sterling 
about  sixpence  per  diem  ;  and  a  private,  seven  reals,  or 
four-pence  half-penny  sterling,  per  diem.     Officers  re- 

•  1st  of  Januarv  1790. 


44  HISTOHY  OF  THK 

ceivc  their  subsistence  according  to  the  currency  :  thir- 

ty.six  pence  per  dollar  is  par.     During  the  late  bom- 

bardment,  the  exchange,  for  a  considerable  tune,  wa^ 

as  high  as  forty.two  pence,  by  which  those  gentlemen 

who  were  under  the  necessity  of  drawing  for  their  pay, 

lost  sixpence  in  every  three  shillings ;  and  it  seldom 

was  lower  than  forty  ponce  whilst  the  siege  continued. 

The  coins  current  in  Gibraltar  are  those  used  m  Spam. 

All  accounts  are  Icept  in  dollars,  reals,  and  quartils :  the 

two  former,  like  the  pound   sterling,  are  imaginary; 

the  latter  is  a  copper  coin.  ,     ^^      ■,,     j       e 

The  Bay  of  Gibraltar,  formed  by  the  headlands  of 

Cabrita  and  Europa  Points,  is  commodious,  and  seems 

intended  by  nature  to  command  the  Straits :  there  are 

opportunities,  however,  when  a  fleet  may  pass  unob- 

served  by  the  garrison ;  for  such  is  the  impenetrable 

thickness  of  the  mists,  which  usually  prevail  during  the 

easterly  winds,  that  many  ships  have  baffled  the  vigi- 

lance  of  the  cruisers,  and  gone  through  unnotice.l :  the 

south-westerly  winds,  particularly  at  the  equinox,  are 

also  often  attended  with  such  thick  and  rainy  weather, 

that  vessels  have  passed  through  and  got  into  the  Bay 

without  being  seen.  ^  i     t? 

Since  Gibraltar  has  been  in  the  possession  ot  the  Lng- 
\x^\i  the  Spaniards  have  erected,  in  different  parts  of 
the  Bay,  several  batteries  and  forts  for  the  protection 
of  their 'small  craft  in  war,  and  to  prevent  their  coast 
from  being  annoyed.    At  Cabrita,  which  is  a  bold  rocky 
point   are  a  barbet-battery  and  watch-tower,  whence, 
durim^  the  blockade,  signals  of  flags  by  day,  and  lights 
at  night,  were  made  to  inform  the  Spanish  crmsers  at 
Algeziras,  &c.  of  the  approach  of  any  vessel  towards 
the  Bay.     These  watch-towers  are  distributed,  at  short 
distances,  along  the  coast  for  a  considerable  extent,  to 
alarm  the  countrv,  in  case  of  a  visit  from  the  Algerines, 
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or  when  any  other  extraordinary  circumstance  happens. 
To  the  northward  of  Cabrita  are  two  others,  with  a 
fort  at  the  northern-most  tower,  which  is  called  San 
Garcia :  the  point  on  which  the  latter  are  erected,  pro- 
jects, with  a  long  reef  of  dangerous  shoals  and  rocks, 
considerably  into  the  Bay.  The  town  and  island  of 
Algeziras,  With  their  batteries,  then  appear  in  view. 

Algeziras  hes  opposite  to  Gibraltar,  about  5^  miles 
across  the  Bay  ;  and,  since  the  late  siege,  has  greatly 
increased     in  consequence    and   wealth.       Tlie  town 
was  built  and  fortified  by  the  Saracens  about  the  year 
714  two  years  after  their  establishment  at  Gibraltar. 
It  is  remarkable  for  being  the  place  where  those  invad- 
ers  first  disembarked,  when  they  so  rapidly  overturned 
the  Gothic  empire  in  Spain  ;  and,  as  well  as  Gibraltar, 
was  erected  to  preserve  a  communication  with  Africa. 
Whilst  the  Moors  mmntained  their  conquests,  it  con- 
sequently  became   a  city    of    gi'eat    importance    and 
strength.      We  find,  during  the  successive  wars  which 
took  place  between  the  Moors  and  the  Spaniards,  Al- 
geziras was  frequently  besieged  by  the  Kings  of  Cas- 
tile ;  and,  when  Gibraltar  so  easily  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  Christians  in  1310,  this  city  resisted  all  their  ef- 
forts.     At  length,  after  a  most  obstinate  siege  in  1344, 
Algeziras  was  compelled  to  surrender  to  the  victorious 
arms  of  Alonzo    XI.     The   siege   continued   twenty 
months,  and  most  of  the  Potentates  in  Europe  inte- 
rested themselves  in  the  event,  by  sending  succours  to 
the  Christian  besiegers.     The  English,  under  the  Duke 
of  Lancaster,  the  Earls  of  Derby,  Leicester,  Salisbury, 
an.l  Lincoln,  particularly  distinguished  themselves  by 
their  gallantry  and  conduct  during  this  memorable  con- 
test.    It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  cannon  are  said  to 
have  been  first  made  use  of  in  this  sit^-e,  by  the  Moors 
a-ainst  the  assailants  ;  and  the  English,  profiting  by  the 
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knowledge  gained  on  this  occasion,  afterwards  used 
them  at  the  glorious  battle  of  Cressy.  The  Spaniards 
continued  masters  of  the  town  till  1369,  when  the  Moors 
of  Grenada  surprised  the  city  ;  but  being  unable  to  re- 
tarn  it,  they  demolished  the  works,  and  carried  away 
the  inhabitants  captives. 

Whilst  the  Moors  kept  possession  of  Gibraltar,  which 
was  now  in  its  turn  become  a  city  of  importance,  the 
Spaniards  never  attempted  to  rebuild  Algeziras  ;  and 
still  less  did  they  esteem  it  an  object  worthy  their  at- 
tention, after  Gibraltar  fell  into  their  hands.  The 
town,  therefore,  remained  in  ruins  and  desolate,  ex- 
cepting a  few  fishermen's  huts,  till  the  Spaniards,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  thought  proper, 
after  the  cession  of  Gibraltar  to  Great  Britain,  to  re- 
people  and  secure  it  by  a  few  batteries  towards  the  sea, 
which  also  might  occasionally  protect  their  cruisers  in 
time  of  war.  Since  that  period,  from  the  constant  in- 
tercoiu-se  and  trade  which  subsisted  between  it  and  Gib- 
raltar before  the  war  of  1779,  Algeziras  is  become  a 
town  of  some  consequence  and  wealth  ;  and,  as  a  late 
writer  has  justly  expressed,  "  like  a  phoenix,  has  risen 
*'  out  of  its  ow  n  ashes,  after  being  for  ages  in  ruins.'* 

The  new  town  is  built  to  the  northward  of  the  old 
city  (whose  venerable  ruins  still  remain,)  and  is  defend- 
ed to  the  southward  by  a  battery  of  nine  or  ten  guns, 
erected  on  an  island  some  distance  from  the  shore.  To 
the  northward  of  the  town  is  another  battery  of  six 
guns,  and  a  little  farther,  on  an  eminence,  one  of 
22.  which  was  raised  bv  Admiral  Barcelo,  when  he  was 
apprehensive  of  an  attack  from  Sir  George  Rodney  in 
1780.  Between  the  island  and  the  town,  small  craft 
find  tolerable  shelt<'r  ;  but  ships  of  war,  or  of  large  bur- 
then, anchor  to  the  northward.  The  lands  round  the 
town  are  of  late  much  cultivated,  and,  with  the  ship- 
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ping,  form,  in  the  spring,  a  pleasantly- variegated  and 
beautiful  prospect  to  a  spectator  at  Gibraltar.  A  de- 
tachment or  regiment  of  infantry  is  constantly  on  duty 
here,  who,  with  those  of  the  Spanish  lines  and  neigh- 
bourhood, are  under  the  command  of  the  commandant 

at  St.  Roque. 

To  the  northward  of  Algeziras  are  the  rivers  Pal- 
TOones  and  Guadaranque :  the  former  is  the  broader 
and  deeper  of  the  two,  and  was  the  principal  retreat  of 
the  Spanish  gun  and  mortar  ])oats,  when  they  wanted 
repairs,  after  bombarding  the  garrison.      Admiral  Bar- 
celo in  tliis  river  also  prepared  the  fire-ships  he  sent 
over  in  June  1780.     On  the  eirst  banks  of  the  Guada- 
ranque, near  Rocadillo  Point,  where  there  is  a  small 
fort  or  tower,  are  the  venerable  ruins  of  the  once  fa- 
mous citv  of  Carteia.     This  celebrated  place,  scarcely 
a  stone  of  which  is  now  left  to  inform  posterity  where 
it  stood,  is  reported  to  have  been  built  by  the  Pheni- 
cians  in  the  first  ages  of  navigation,  when  those  adven- 
turers visited  the  extreme  parts  of  the  then  known  world. 
Historians  mention  it  under  the  names  of  Carteia, 
Heraclia,  and  Cal[)e  Carteia.      When  the   Carthagini- 
ans became  a  powerful  nation,  and  aimed  at  the  sove- 
reignty of  Spain,  Ciu'teia  maintained  its  independence 
for  some  time,  till  Hannibal,  according  to  Livy,  stormed 
the  citv,  and  demolished  most  of  its  works.      When 
Scipio  obliged  the  Carthaginians  to  quit  Spain,  Carteia 
was  a  place  of  litth?  importance  ;  but  the  Romans  find- 
ing it  a  convenient  station  for  their  na\7,  the  city  was 
increased  with  a  Roman  colony,  and  once  more  began  to 
rise  into  splendour  and  magnificence.      After  the  me- 
morable battle  of  Munda,  Cneius  Pompey  fled  to  Car- 
teia, but,  being  pursued,  was  obliged  to  leave  it  preci- 
pitatelv.      As  the  Roman  empire  dechned,  so  did  Car- 
teia ;  and  i>robably,  soon  after  the  irruption  of  the  Goths 
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an4  Vandals,  it  became  almost  desolate  and  waste.  On 
the  invasion  of  Spain  by  the  Saracens  that  nation  un- 
doubtedly  dismantled  the  buildings  of  this  famous  city 
for  materials  to  erect  Gibraltar  and  Algeziras.  The 
remains  of  a  quay  are  still  visible,  with  some  few  rums 
of  public  buildin-s,  apparently  Roman  ;  and  the  coun- 
try  peasants,  in  tiUing  the  ground,  often  find  various 
antique  coins,  which  curious  anti(iuanans  have  not 
thoutrht  unworthy  of  a  place  in  their  cabinets.       ^ 

Halfway  between  the  Guadaranque  an.l  the  garrison, 
is  another  fort  and  tower,  called  Point  Mala,  or  Negro 
Point   to  the  northward  of  which  is  the  inland  village 
of   St'  Roque.       This   is  a   small  insignificant   town, 
though  delightfully  situated,  at  about  five  miles  distance 
from  Gibraltar.     It  was  built  by  the  Spaniards,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  present  century   when  the  parrison  of 
Gibraltar   surrendered  to  Sir   George  Rooke.     The 
Spanish  Commandant  of  the  Lines  generally  makes  it 
bis  residence;  and  dm-ing  the  late  siege,  under  the 
Duke  de  Crillon,  the  Count  d' Artois,  and  the  Duke  de 
Bourbon,  had  apartments  in  the  tovv^.     Previous  to  the 
war  of  1779  it  was  often  frequented  by  the  ofticers  from 
Gibraltar  ;  and  in  the  spring  and  summer  seasons,  Bri- 
ti.h  famines  resided  there  for  several  months,  some^for 
the  benefit  of  their  health,  others  for  pleasure.     The 
combined  army,  during  the  late  siege  encamped  on  the 
plains  below  St.  Roque,  and  landed  all  their  ordnance 
and  military  stores,  a  little  to  the  westward  of  Point 
Mala,  near  the  Orange-grove. 

I  cannot  help  remarking  in  this  place,  that,  among 
the  evils  of  the  late  siege,  the  Garrison  have  to  regret 
the  interruption  of  that  friendly  intercourse  which  be- 
fore  subsisted  between  them  and  the  neighbourhood, 
and  which  is  now  prohibited  by  the  Spamsh  govern- 
ment       When  the  communication    was  free  and    un- 


SIEGE  OF  GIBRALTAR. 


49 


limited  (except  in  point  of  introducing  a  contraband 
traffic  in  Spain),  the  strictest  intimacy  subsisted  between 
the  British  military,  and  the  Spaniards  resident  in  the 
adjacent  villages.  *  Parties  were  reciprocally  visiting 
each  other,  and  the  officers  constantly  making  excur- 
sions into  the  country.  These  excursions,  with  others 
to  the  coast  of  Barbary  (which  in  the  season  supera- 
bcmnds  with  various  species  of  game),  were  pleasing 
relaxations  from  the  duties  of  the  garrison,  and  ren- 
dered Gibraltar  as  eligible  a  station  as  any  to  which 
a  soldier  could  be  ordered. 

On  the  whole— whether  we   consider    Gibraltar  as 
commanding  the  entrance  of  the  Mediterranean,  and 
consequently,  as  capable  of  controlling  the  commerce 
of  the  Europeans  with  the  Levant ;  or  whether  we  con- 
sider it  as  almost  impregnable  by  nature,   and  conse- 
quently as  most  susceptible  of  the  improvements  of 
art ;  its  situation  is,  perhaps,  more  singular    and  cu- 
rious than  that  of  any  fortress  in  the  world.     These 
circumstances,  and  the  degree  of  consequence   which 
it  confers  on  its  possessor,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Bar- 
bary states,  have  not  failed  to  excite  the  attention,  and 
alarm  the  interests  of  most  maritime  nations  in  Europe  ; 
and,  with  the  multitude  at  least,  it  has  always  been  an 
object  of  political  importance.     Politicians,  however, 
there  have  been,  of  no  inferior  rank,  who  have  thought 
very  diiferently  of  its  value  and  utility.     On  this  deli- 
cate subject,  I  will  frankly  confess  my  inability  to  de- 
cide.    1  shall  therefore,  without  further  apology,  leav^ 
these  speculations  to  men  of  more  leisure  and  experi- 
ence ;  and  proceed  to  matters  better  adapted  to  my 
capacity  and  information. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


Commencement  of*  the  War  in  1779,  between  Great  Britain 

and  Spain State  of  the  Garrison  of  Gibraltar  at  that 

period. — Ambiguous  conduct  of  the  Spaniards. — Enemy 
encamp  before  the  Garrison. — Form  a  blockade. — Many 
Inhabitants  leave  the  Place. — Motions  of  the  Enemy. — 
Erect  additional  Batteries  in  their  Lines. — Fired  upon 
from  the  Garrison. — Continue  their  Operations — Loss  of 
the  Peace  and  Plenty  Privateer. — Provisions  extremely 
scarce  in  the  Garrison.— Spirited  behaviour  of  the  Buck 
Cutter  Privateer. — Description  of  the  Straits.  — Fidelity  of 
a  Moor. — Great  distress  in  the  Garrison. — Relieved  by 
some  fortunate  occurrences.  —  Arrival  of  Sir  George 
Rodney,  and  the  British  Fleet. — Tetuan. — Anecdote  of 
Prince  William  Henry. — Ceuta. — Departure  of  the 
Fleet. 


Althoitgh  the  Spaniards  had  been  thrice  defeated  in 
their  attempts  to  recover  Gibraltar,  they  continued  to 
view  that  garrison  with  a  jealous  eye,  determined,  if 
we  may  judge  from  their  late  conduct,  to  seize  the  first 
eligible  opportunity  of  wresting  it,  if  possible,  from  the 
dominion  of  Great  Britain. 

The  war  of  17G2  was  too  unexpected  on  the  part  of 
Spain,  and  conducted  with  too  great  success  by  the 
British  Minister,  to  admit  of  such  an  enterprise  as  the 
siege  of  Gibraltar.  The  period  was  not  liowever  far 
distant,  when  the  contest  between  Great  Britain  and 
her  Colonies  seemed  to  i)romise  as  favoural)Ie  an  oppor- 
tunity as  their  warmest  wishes  could  have  anticipated  ; 
particularly  when,  in  addition  to   the   civil   war,  thev 
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found  hostihties  taking  place  between  Great  Britain 
and  France.  The  close  of  the  year  1777,  when  the 
news  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  first  arrived  in 
Europe,  was  the  period  which  they  embraced,  to  intro- 
duce themselves  into  the  dispute.  Hostilities  had  then 
been  carried  on  for  near  six  months  between  Great 
Britain  and  France :  Spain  therefore  judged  the  op- 
poi*tunity  favourable  to  ofVer  her  mediation,  proposing 
such  an  arrangement  as  she  must  be  assured  would  not 
be  agi'eeable  to  the  principal  belligerent  powers.  Great 
Britiiin  had  no  sooner  refused  her  acquiescence,  than 
the  Court  of  Madrid  espoused  the  part  of  France  ;  and, 
on  the  16th  of  June  1779,  the  Spanish  Ambassador, 
the  Marquis  d'Almodovar,  presented  to  the  Court  of 
London,  his  hostile  manifesto. 

The  principal  design  of  the  Court  of  Madrid,  in  en- 
tering into  this  war,  was  evidently  the  recovery  of  Gib- 
raltar. Before  any  reply  was  given  by  the  British  Mi- 
nistry to  their  proposals  for  a  pacification,  overtures 
had  been  privately  made  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco, 
to  farm  the  ports  of  Tetuan,  Tangier,  and  Larache  ; 
by  which  means  Gibraltar  might  be  cut  ofl'  from  its 
principal  supplies.  This  conduct  seemed  to  argue  a 
confidence  that  her  terms  in  the  mediation  would  be 
refused  ;  and  the  considerable  depots  of  military  stores 
which  were  collected  in  her  arsenals,  undoubtedly 
pointed  out,  that  the  siege  of  that  garrison  was  her  first 
and  immediate  object.  On  the  21st  of  June  1779,  the 
communication  between  Spain  and  Gibraltar,  was  clos- 
ed, by  an  order  from  Madrid. 

Two  days  previous  to  this  event.  General  Eliott,  the 
Governor,  accompanied  by  many  Field-officers  of  the 
garrison,  paid  a  vi.sit  to  General  Mendoza,  the  com- 
mandant of  the  Spanish  hues,  to  congratulate  him  on 
hit;  promotion.     Their  reception  at  St.  Roque  wa?  far 
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from  agreeable  ;  and  it  was  remarked  that  tlie  Spanish 
General  appeared  embarrassed  diu'ing"  their  stay,  which 
might  proceed  from  his  knowledge  of  what  was  to  fol- 
low. The  visit  was  short,  and  the  Governor  had 
scarcely  returned  to  the  garrison,  when  Mr.  Logie,  his 
Majesty's  Consul  in  Barbary,  arrived  from  Tangier,  in 
a  Swedish  frigate,  with  certain  intelligence  of  the  in- 
tended rupture  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain.  Mr. 
Logic's  information  proceeded  from  a  Swedish  brig, 
which  on  her  passage  to  Tangier,  had  fallen  in  with  the 
French  fleet,  of  about  28  sail  of  the  line,  off  Cape  Fi- 
nisterre,  when  the  master  being  ordered  on  board  the 
Admiral,  M.  d'  Orvilliers,  he  learned  that  thev  had  been 
cruising  for  some  time  in  that  latitude,  expecting  the 
junction  of  the  Spanish  fleet  from  Cadiz.  From  the 
amicable  assurances  held  out  by  the  Spaniards,  we  could 
not  persuade  om-selves  in  the  garrison  that  a  rupture 
was  so  near  ;  but  the  mail  from  the  garrison  being  re- 
fused on  the  21st  of  June,  and  being  acquainted  at  the 
same  time  that  the  intercourse  between  Gibraltar  and 
the  neighbourhood  was  no  longer  to  be  permitted,  we 
had  sufficient  confirmation  of  Mr.  Logic's  intelligence. 
We  afterwards  learned,  that  the  courier  who  brought 
from  Madrid  the  order  to  shut  up  the  communication, 
had  been  detained  by  accidents  on  the  road  ;  otherwise 
it  was  not  impossible  that  he  might  have  arrived  dur- 
ing General  Eliott's  visit  at  St.  Koque. 

As  the  fortress  of  Gibraltar  after  this  event  became 
a  little  world  of  itself,  it  may  not  be  unacceptable,  to 
commence  the  History  of  the  Siege  with  a  state  of  the 
troops  in  garrison  at  that  period,  and  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  difiei  ent  corps. 
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On  the  communication  being  closed,  a  coimcll  of  war 
was  immediately  summoned,  to  advise  concerning  the 
measures  to  be  pursued  on  the  occasion.  Prepara- 
tions had  been  privately  made  for  the  defence  of  the 
garrison,  when  intelligence  was  first  received  of  the 
probability  of  a  war  :  the  objects  therefore  at  this  time 
to  be  considered  were,  how  to  procure  constant  sup- 
plies of  provisions  from  Barbary,  and  in  what  manner 
the  correspondence  between  England  and  Gibraltar 
was  to  be  conducted.  Mr.  Logic's  presence  in  Bar- 
bary was  very  essential  to  both  these  points  :  he  conse- 
quently returned  to  Tangier  on  the  22d,  having  con- 
certed with  the  Governor  proper  signals,  by  wliich  he 
might  communicate  intelligence  across  the  straits.  Ad- 
miral Duti'  also,  on  the  22d,  removed  the  men  of  war 
under  his  command  from  their  usual  anchorage,  off 
Waterport  (where  they  were  liable  to  be  annoyed  by 
the  enemy's  forts),  to  the  southward,  off  the  New  mole. 
His  force  at  that  time  consisted  of  the  Panther,  of  60 
guns,  Capt  Harvey,  on  board  of  which  was  the  flag  ; 
three  frigates,  two  of  which  were  on  a  cruise  ;  and  a 
sloop  of  war. 

It  is  natural  to  suppose  that  the  garrison  were  not  a 
little  alarmed  at  this  unexpected  procedure  of  the  Spa- 
niards. The  Northern  guards  were  reinforced,  and  the 
picquets  cautioned  to  be  alert,  in  case  of  alarm.  Land- 
port  barriers  were  shut ;  and  an  artillery  officer  or- 
dered to  Willis's  batteries,  to  observe  the  movements 
of  the  EiLemy^  and  protect  the  Devil's-tower  guard, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  very  circumspect  and  vigi- 
lant. 

Whilst  the  friendly  intercourse  subsisted  between 
the  garri-son  and  the  neighbourhood,  several  British 
families  and  officers  had  permission  to  reside  at  St. 
Roque,  Los  Vai'ios,  and  other  small  villages  a  few  milet 
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istant;  but  immediately  on  the  communication  bemg 
closed  General  Mendoza  sent  them  peremptory  orders 
to  remove  ;  and  the  time  limited  for  their  departure 
was  so  short,  that  some  of  them  were  obliged  to  leave 
most  of  their  effects  behind.  Those  officers  whose  cu- 
riosity had  led  them  into  the  interior  parts  of  the  coun- 
try  were  positively  refused  Uberty  to  return  to  the  gar- 
rison •  they  were  therefore  conducted  to  Cadiz,  and 
had  passports  granted  them  to  leave  the  kingdom  by 
other  routes.  Col.  Ross  and  Capt.  Vignoles,  of  the 
39th,  with  Capt.  Lesanue,  of  the  56th,  nevertheless 
contrived  to  join  their  corps,  by  assuming  disguises,  and 
risking  the  passage  in  a  row-boat  from  Faro  (a  port  m 
Portugal)  to  Gibraltar :  others  also  attempted,  but  un- 
fortunately were  intercepted  in  their  voyage. 

The  Childers  sloop  of  war,  on  the  24th,  brought  m 
two  prizes  from  the  West,  one  of  which  (an  American) 
Capt.  Peacock  captured  in  the  midst  of  the  Spamsh 
Fleet,  then  at  sea.     The  conduct  of  the  Spaniards  on 
this  occasion,  was  extremely  ambiguous.     Every  cir- 
cumstance that  fell  under  our  own  immediate  observa- 
tion,  convinced  us  that  they  now  intended  hostilities 
i  against  Great  Britain  ;  and  from  Mr.  Logic's  intelli- 
Igence,  we  had  every  cause  to  think,  that  this  fleet  was 
out  to  join  the  French  Admiral.     Their  permitting  our 
cruisers,  therefore,  to  capture  a  friend  (as  they  might 
then  call  the  Americans),  under  the  protection  of  their 
fleet,  we  must  either  consider  as  a  finesse,  or  suppose 
that\hey  had  not  received  orders  to  act  offensively — 
The  Childers  left  tw  j  of  our  frigates  watching  the  mo- 
tions of  the  Spanish  fleet.     It  was  somewhat  singular, 
that  a  Mr.  Suase  (an  American   Major,  who  had  been 
prisoner  in  the  garrison  a  little  time  before,  along  with 
others  of  his  countrj-men,  but  had  made  his  escape), 
and  two  deserters  from  Gibraltar,  should  be  recognised 
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through  their  disguL-ies,  on  board  the  American  prize ; 
the  Major  was  remanded  to  his  old  confinement,  in  tlie 
Navy-hospital,  and  the  latter  were  piuiished  according 
to  their  deserts. 

Though  the  motions  of  the  enemy  did  not  indicate 
any  immediate  design  of  attacking  the  garrison,  and  the 
closing  of  the  communcation  might  be  only  in  conse- 
quence of  hostilities  having  commenced  between  Great 
Britain  and  Spain  ;  yet  our  intelligence,  and  their  late 
deceitful  conduct,  gave  us  great  reason  to  suppose  that 
they  intended  some  attempt  on  Gibraltar.  Depots  of 
earth,  &c.  were  therefore  collected,  in  various  places  ; 
empty  hogsheads  and  casks  were  bought  from  the  in- 
habitants, for  the  purpose  of  filling  them  with  earth,  to 
strengthen  and  repair  the  fortifications  ;  and  other  pre- 
cautions were  taken  for  the  defence  of  the  place.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  enemy  employed  what  troops  they 
had  then  on  duty,  in  the  lines  and  neighbourhood,  in 
drawing  down  cannon  from  St.  Roque,  &c.  to  animate 
the  forts,  (in  which  few  ordnance  were  mounted  during 
the  peace),  and  in  arranging  matters  to  strengthen 
and  support  their  posts. 

In  the  beginning  of  July,  the  Enterprise  frigate.  Sir 
Thomas  Rich,  Bart,  returned  with  a  fleet  of  small 
craft,  laden  with  live  stock  and  fruit,  from  Tangier  ;  in 
consequence  of  which,  fourteen  days  fresh  provisions 
were  issued  to  the  troops.  The  engineers  continued 
preparing  materials  in  their  departments,  towards  com- 
pleting the  works  of  the  garrison  ;  for  which  purpose 
strong  parties  from  the  line  were  granted  them  djiilv, 
under  the  command  of  overseers.  About  300  Jews 
and  Genoese  were  also  employed  in  levelling  heaps  of 
sand,  near  the  gardens,  on  the  neutral  ground,  in  order 
that,  if  the  enemy  should  approach,  they  might  not  re- 
ceive any  protection  and  cover  from  our  lower  batte- 
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1  ies.  The  picquets  of  the  garrison  were  ready  on  the 
Grand  parade,  to  support  these  parties  in  case  they  had 
been  molested ;  but  though  they  were  at  work  within 
half  musket-shot  of  the  enemy's  advanced  guards  in 
the  Micquelet  huts,  yet  not  the  least  attempt  was  made 
to  disturb  them. 

The  tVird  of  July,  a  detachment  of  about  180  men 
from  the  British  line  was  ordered  to  join  the  artillery,  to 
be  taught  the  practice  of  the  great  guns.  The  artillery 
in  garrison  were  only  five  companies  ;  a  number  not 
adequate  to  the  different  duties  in  case  of  a  siege  :  this 
reinforcement  was  therefore  added,  and  proved  after- 
wards of  great  service  in  that  department.  Three  Eng- 
lish sailors  came  in  an  open  boat,  on  the  4th,  from  Ca- 
diz, and  brought  intelligence  that  an  embargo  was  laid 
on  all  English  vessels  in  that  port.  In  the  evening  we 
observed  the   Spaniards  relieve  the   guards  in  their 

lines. 

The  Spaniards,  in  time  of  peace,  always  stationed  a 
regiment  of  cavalry  at  St.  Roque,  with  another  regiment, 
or  detachment  of  infantry,  at  Algeziras  ;  parties  from 
which  did  duty  at  their  lines  ;  and  no  additional  body  of 
troops,  or  ships  of  war,  had  yet  appeared  near  the  gar- 
rison.     On  the  5th,  however,  in  the  afternoon,  a  Span- 
ish squadron  of  two  seventy -fours,  five  frigates,   and 
other  vessels,  to  the  number  of  eleven,  hove  in  sight 
from  the  west,  and  lay-to  some  time  off  the  garrison. 
Whilst  they  remained  in  this  situation,  the  Governor 
thought  it  prudent  to  make  some  new  disposition  of  the 
ordnance  at  the  southward,  and  to  caution  the  regi- 
ments in  the  South  barracks,  the  12th,  and  72d,  to  be 
alert.       The   Captain   of   Europa  guard,  who  before 
usually  joined  at  retreat  beating,  was  also  ordered  to  his 
command.    In  the  afternoon,  three  privateer  cutters  ar- 
rived fr(»m  the  westward.     A  schooner,  under  Portu- 
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guese  colours,  stood  across  from  the  enemy  to  recon- 
noitre the  first  that  came  in,  and  on  her  return  was 
fired  upon  from  Europa  batteries,  which  was  the  first 
hostile  shot  from  the  garrison.     The  enemy's  squadron 
in  the  evening  drove  to  the  eastward  ;  and  at  night  the 
Enterprise  frigate  arrived  from  Tetuan  with  Mr.  Lo- 
gic, the  consul.     In  the  interval  of  this  gentleman's 
departure  from  the  garrison,  a  ship  of  the  Emperor'8 
had  arrived  at  Gibraltar  to  be  repaired  ;  but  Admiral 
Duff,  being  backward  in  granting  the  stores,  the  Go- 
vernor thought  proper  to  send  for  Mr.  Lopie  to  explain 
to  the  Admiral  the  necessity  there  was  of  complying 
with  the  Emperor's  request.     To  refuse  such  trifling 
assistance  at  that  important  time,  he  considered,  might 
be  productive  of  serious  consequences  to  the  garrison. 
The  Enterprise  frigate  accordingly  sailed  to  Tetuan 
to  bring  over  the  Consul.     About  sun-set,  the  evening 
of  the  5th,  the  frigate  left  Tetuan  to  return,  and  was 
discovered  by  the  enemy's  squadron,  part  of  which  im- 
mediately gave  chace.     Sir  Tliomas,  however,  from  his 
superior  knowledge  of  the  tides,  escaped,  though  the 
wind  was  contrary.      When  he  arrived  within  view  of 
the  garrison,  not  making  the  concerted  night-signals, 
for  fear  of  being  discovered  by  the  pursuers,  the  officer 
at  Europa  saluted  him  with  several  shot  ;  but  fortu- 
nately they  did  not  take  effect. 

The  following  day,  the  6th  of  .Tuly,  a  packet  was  re- 
ceived from  England,  by  way  of  Lisbon  and  Faro,  in- 
forming the  Governor  that  hostilities  had  commenced 
between  Great  Britain  and  Spain.  A  proclamation 
in  consequence  was  published  in  the  evening,  for  cap- 
turing all  Spanish  vessels,  &c.  and  letters  of  marque 
were  granted  for  that  purpose  to  the  privateers  in  the 
Bay.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  a  soldier  of 
Reden's   deserted  from  the  Devil's-tower  guard,  and 
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«om«  time  afterwards  was  followed  by  a  serjeant  of  the 
S9th,  who  was  one  of  the  overseers  attending  the  inha- 
bitants employed  beyond  the  Gardens.  In  the  evening, 
General  Mendoza,  with  several  officers,  advanced  from 
the  lines,  as  far  as  the  Micquelet-huts,  and,  after  recon- 
noitring about  an  hour,  returned. 

The  Spanish  Commodore  continued  cruising  in  our 
neighbourhood  till  the  8th,  when  he  stood,  under  an 
easy  sail,  for  the  westward.  Before  they  quitted  the 
Mediterranean,  they  brought-to  a  Portuguese  schooner, 
bound  from  Tetuan  to  the  garrison,  and  made  very 
earnest  inquiries  concerning  the  state  of  our  provisions. 
The  9th,  the  American  prisoners  were  distributed 
amongst  the  privateers  ;  and  the  following  day,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Childers  sloop  of  war,  they  brought  in 
four  small  prizes. 

Admiral  Duff  having  received  intelligence  that  a  large 
fleet  of  small  vessels  was  to' sail  from  Malaga,  with  wine 
and  provisions  for  the  Spanish  grand  fleet,  the  Childers 
was  ordered,  on  the  11  th,  to  cruise  to  the  eastward,  and 
.give  information,  by  signal,  when  they  appeared,  with 
the  strength  of  their  convoy.      Whilst  she  was  on  the 
I  look-out,  her  boat  gave  chace  to  a  settee,  and  was  fired 
'at  from  Fort  St.   Barbara,  which  was  the  first  hostile 
shot  from  the  enemy.       About  eleven  o'clock,  the  sig- 
nals were  made  of  the  expected   Spanish  convoy  being 
in  sight,  and  soon  after,  of  their  force.     Our  Admiral, 
however,  only  cautioned  the  Navy  to  be  ready,  and 
went  to  Windmill-hill  to  reconnoitre  them  personally. 
About  four  in  the  afternoon,  the  convoy,  consisting  of 
about  sixty  sail  of  different  burthens,  under  charge  of 
five  xebeques,  from  twenty  to  thirty  guns  each,  were 
abreast  of  Europa  Point.      The  privateers,  which  had 
accompanied  the  Childers  in  the  morning,  were  then 
towing  in  a  prize  taken  from  the  midst  of  their  fleet ; 
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and  they,  as  well  as  the  Childers,  kept  up  a  smart  run- 
ning fire  on  the  Spanish  Commodore  ;  which  was  se- 
conded at  the  same  time  from  the  garrison  batteries  at 
Europa  Point  and  Europa  Advance.  The  Panther  (the 
Admiral's  ship,  with  the  flag  on  board),  and  the  Enter- 
prise, were  still  at  anchor  ;  but  at  sun-set  Sir  Thomas 
Rich  had  permission  to  slip,  and  the  Panther  soon  after 
got  under  way.  On  the  appearance  of  the  frigate,  the 
enemy  were  confused,  and  instantly  steered  for  Ceuta. 
The  Childers  and  privateers  pursued,  followed  by  the 
frigate,  and  soon  after  by  the  Panther.  Night  was 
now  advancing  apace,  and  in  a  short  time  we  lost 
sight  of  the  ships.  A  few  broadsides  now  and  then, 
gave  us  hopes  that  our  friends  had  come  up  with 
them ;  and  we  could  not  help  flattering  ourselves, 
from  the  inferior  force  of  the  convoy,  that  day- 
light would  exhibit  the  majority  of  them  in  our  posses- 
sion. In  the  morning,  however,  we  discovered  the 
Admiral,  standing  towards  the  Bay  with  five  or  six 
small  prizes,  and  not  one  other  of  the  enemy  in  sight : 
whence  we  concluded  that  they  had  worked  back  to 
their  own  coast,  or  escaped  through  the  Straits  in  the 
night,  whilst  our  ships  were  off  Ceuta.  We  afterwards 
learned,  that  the  squadron  which  appeared  on  the  5th, 
was  sent  to  convoy  this  valuable  fleet  past  Gibraltar, 
lest  the  British  Admiral  should  intercept  them,  and 
prevent  their  grand  fleet  from  receiving  these  much- 
wanted  supplies  :  but  the  convoy  being  by  some  unfore- 
seen delays  detained,  the  Spanish  Commodore  quitted 
the  station  on  the  8th. 

Two  line-of-battle  ships  were  observed  cruising  be- 
hind the  rock  on  the  13th,  and  at  night  they  went  into 
Ceuta.  The  16th,  the  enemy  blocked  up  the  port 
with  a  squadron  of  men  of  war,  consisting  of  two 
seventy-fours,  two  frigates,  five  xebeques,  and  a  number 
of  gallies,  half-gallies,  and  armed  settees  :  they  anchor- 
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ed  in  the  Bay,  off  Algeziras,  and  being  judiciously  ar- 
ranged, and  keeping  a  vigilant  look-out,  the  garrison 
became  closely  blockaded.  This  was  the  first  motion 
of  the  enemy,  that  discovered  any  direct  intentions  of 
distressing,  or  attacking  Gibraltar.  At  night  Water- 
port-guard  was  reinforced  with  a  captain  and  ten  pri- 
vates. Till  the  18th  of  this  month,  nothing  material 
occurred,  when  a  small  convoy  of  settees,  &c.  arrived 
at  the  Orange-grove,  laden  with  military  stores,  which 
the  enemy  began  soon  afterwards  to  disembark. 

Mr.  Logic  having  prevailed  on  the  Admiral  to  grant 
the  stores  necessary  for  repairing  the  Emperor's  ship, 
and  his  presence  in  Barbary  being  absolutely  necessary, 
as  well  to  procure  provisions  as  to  conduct  the  corre- 
spondence between  Great  Britain  and  the  garrison  ;  he 
returned  on  the  19th,  on  l)oard  a  Moorish  row-galley, 
which  had  arrived  from  the  Emperor  with  dispatches 
relative  to  the  ship  under  repair.  The  galley  was  in- 
terrupted in  her  return,  by  the  enemy's  cruisers,  and 
detained  from  seven  in  the  morning,  till  five  in  the  af- 
ternoon, when  she  was  permitted  to  proceed  to  Tan- 
gier. During  the  embargo,  Mr.  Logic  was  concealed  in 
a  small  skuttle,  down  the  run  of  the  galley,  having  pre- 
viously made  up  the  Governor's  dispatches,  and  con- 
certed signals,  in  a  loaf,  which  was  entrusted  to  a  Moor, 
to  be  delivered  at  Mr.  Logic's  house  in  Tangier,  in  case 
he  himself  should  be  discovered,  with  an  order  for  the 
Moor  to  receive  a  gratuity  if  he  delivered  it  safe. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  20th,  a  Portuguese  boat 
arrived  with  fowls  and  charcoal  from  Tangier.  Ano- 
ther, attempting  to  come  in,  was  taken  by  a  half-galley, 
and  carried  to  Algeziras.  Sixty  pounds  of  fresh  beef 
were  delivered,  the  same  day,  to  each  regiment,  for  the 
use  of  the  officers :  the  artillery  and  engineers  received 
in  proportion,  and  the  navy  were  included  in  this  dis- 
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tributiun.  The  following  day,  orders  were  issued  for 
the  troops  to  mount  guard  with  their  hair  unpowdered  ; 
a  circumstance  trifling  in  appearance,  but  which  our 
situation  afterwards  proved  to  be  of  great  importance, 
and  which  evinced  our  Governor's  great  attention  and 
prudent  foresight  in  the  management  of  the  stores. 

So  superior  a  naval  force  as  the  enemy  now  had  in 
our  neighbourhoo<l,  alarmed  Admiral  Duff,  who  was 
apprehensive  that  they  would  make  some  attempts  on 
the  King's  ships.     Signals  were  therefore  agreed  upon 
between  the  fleet  and  the  garrison,  that  in  case  the 
enemy  should  make  an  attack  in  the  night,  the  latter 
might  afford  the  ships  every  assistance  and  protection. 
Three  lights  in  a  triangle  were  fixed  upon  by  the  na\7, 
to  distinguish  them  from  the  enemy.     The  22d,  the 
navy  manned  their  boats,  an<l  captured  a  setee,  within 
a  short  distance  of  the  enemy's  xebeques  :  she  proved  of 
little  value,  but  the  exploit  reflected  great  credit  on  the 
party  employed.     The  same  day  arrived  a  boat,  with 
cattle,  &c.  from  Tangier.     In  the  course  of  the  22 J, 
several  officers,  attended  by  a  party  of  men,  were  ob- 
served tracing  out  ground  on  the  plain  below  St.  Roque, 
apparently  for  a  camp  ;  and  it  was  remarked,  that  the 
Micquelets  in  the  advanced  huts  on  the  neutral  ground, 
were  relieved  by  regular  troops.     Th  ese  Micquelets  are 
of  the  same  description  with  our  revenue-officers,  and 
were  stationed  to  prevent  the  smuggling  of  tobacco  from 
the  garrison  into  Spain. 

A  Portuguese  boat,  with  letters,  arrived  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  24th ;  also  a  schooner,  with  charcoal 
and  fruit  from  Tangier.  Between  2  and  300  men 
landed  the  same  day,  at  the  Orange-grove,  with  an  in- 
tention, as  we  conjectured,  of  taking  charge  of  the  stores 
which  the  enemy  were  disembarking  there.  The  25th, 
they  pitched  a  tent  on  the  plain,  for  the  working  party 
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employed  in  clearing  the  ground.  I  should  have  men- 
tioned, that  on  the  1 2th,  an  Hanoverian  soldier  deserted 
and  this  day  two  of  the  same  brigade  followed  his  ex- 
ample. The  enemy,  the  26th,  began  to  form  a  camp 
on  the  plain  below  St.  Roque,  about  half  a  mile  from 
Point  Mala,  and  three  miles  from  the  garrison.  Fifty 
tents  w  ere  pitched,  and  a  detachment  of  cavalry  and  in- 
fantry soon  after  took  possession.  The  same  day  the 
Illerim,  a  Swedish  frigate,  which  had  been  in  the  Bay 
some  weeks  before,  arrived,  though  opposed  by  the  ene- 
my. The  Swedish  captain  politely  brought-to  on  their 
firing  a  gun  ;  but  being  told  he  must  not  anchor  under 
the  walls  of  the  garrison,  he  resumed  his  course,  telling 
them  he  must  go  to  Gibraltar,  and  they  should  not  pre- 
vent him.  Some  shots  were  exchanged,  but  none  took 
jdace. 

The  Spanish  camp  being  daily  reinforced  with  addi- 
tional regiments  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  and  large  par- 
ties being  still  employed  in  landing  ordnance  and  mili- 
tary stores  at  Point  Mala,  the  Governor  thought  pro- 
per, on  the  20th,  to  establish  the  following  staff  officers ; 
namely,  Captains  Valloton,  of  the  56th  regiment, Pat- 
terson, of  the  artillery, — Forch,  ofthe  12th  regiment, 
and  Eveleigh  of  the  engineers,  to  be  Aide-de-camps  to 
himself,  as  Commander  in  Chief;  Captain  Wilson  and 
Lieut.  Buckeridge,  ofthe  39th  regiment.  Aide-de-camps 
to  Lieutenant-general  Boyd  ;  Lieutenant  Weinzey,  of 
the  Hanoveriaji  Brigade,  Aide-de-camp  to  Major-gene- 
ral De  la  Motte  ;  Major  Hardy,  of  the  56th  regiment. 
Quarter- Master  general ;  Captain  Horsburgh,  ofthe 
39th  regiment,  who  was  Town- Major,  Adj utant- Gene- 
ral;  Captain  Burke,  of  the  58th  regiment.  Town- Ma- 
jor ;  and  Lieutenant  S.  Wood,  of  the  56th  regiment. 
Assistant  Town- Major.  At  the  same  time  all  the 
horses,  except  those  belonging  to  field  and  staff  officers, 
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were  ordered  to  be  turned  out  of  the  garrL-on,  unles« 
the  owners,  on  inspection,  had  1000  lb.  of  feed  for  each 
horse  ;  and,  to  enforce  the  latter  order  by  example,  the 
Governor  directed  that  one  of  his  own  horses  should 

be  shot. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  30th,  one  of  the  enemy's 
xebeques  manned  her  yards,  and  fired  a  salute.  Im- 
mediately afterwards  we  observed  she  had  hoisted  a 
flag  at  the  mizen  top-mast  head,  instead  of  a  broad 
pendant ;  from  which  ceremony  we  concluded  that  the 
naval  commandant  had  been  promoted,  or  that  he  was 
superseded  by  an  admiral. 

In  the  beginning  of  August,  the  corps  in  garrison 
were  ordered  to  give  in  returns  of  their  best  marksmen, 
and  also  of  those  men  who  had  ever  been  employed  in 
making  fascines.  Those  officers  unmarried,  or  without 
families,  who  drew  double  rations  for  two  commissions, 
were  ordere<l  at  the  same  time  to  draw  rations  only  for 
one  commission.  Two  Dutchmen  came  in,  the  2d, 
unperceived  by  the  enemy's  cruisers,  laden  with  rice 
and  di-ied  fruits  :  the  rice,  and  a  part  of  the  fi'uit,  the 
Governor  purchased,  for  the  use  of  the  troops.  The 
enemy's  camp  by  this  time  was  considerably  increased, 
and  we  numbered  20  cannon  behind  the  fort  at   Point 

Mala. 

A   Venetian  arrived  on  the  5th,   though  fired  at  by 

the  enemv.  She  (with  the  Dutchmen)  remained  no 
longer  than  was  necessary  to  take  on  board  some  of 
the  inhabitants,  who,  ai)prehensive  that  the  garrison 
would  be  besieged,  thought  it  eligible  to  seek  an  asylum 
in  time.  Indeed  about  this  time  scarcely  a  boat  or 
vessel  left  the  port  without  being  crowded  with  Jews 
or  Genoese,  who  preferred  a  residence  in  Barbary,  or 
Tovtugal,  to  remaining  in  Ciibraltar,  w  here  the  neces- 
saries of  life  became  everv  dav  more  scarce.     Early  on 
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the  6th  came  in  a  Portuguese  schooner,  from  Tangier, 
with  44  bullocks,  27  sheep,  and  a  few  fowls  ;  and  two 
days  following,  another  arrived  with  onions,  fruit,  and 
eggs  :  the  latter  brought  letters  for  the  Governor,  but 
no  news  from  Engkuid.  From  this  day  nothing  ma- 
terial occurred  till  the  10th,  when  the  enemy's  cruisers 
captured  a  boat  belonging  to  the  garrison. 

As  afftiirs  began  to  wear  a  more  serious  aspect,  a 
general  activity  reigned  throughout  the  garrison,  pro- 
moted not  a  little  by  the  exami)le  of  the  Governor,  who 
wiis  usually  present  when  the  workmen  paraded  at 
dawn  of  day.  The  engineers  were  busily  employed  in 
putting  the  works  at  Willis's  in  the  best  repair,  and  in 
erecting  new  batteries  on  the  heights  of  the  North 
front.  A  considerable  extent  of  ground  above  the 
tow  n  was  cleared  and  levelled,  to  encamp  the  different 
regiments,  in  case  the  enemy  should  fire  upon  the 
town.  Parties  were  likewise  detached  to  collect 
slirubs,  &c.  from  the  face  of  the  hill,  for  fascines  ;  and 
the  artillery  wer(j  daily  engaged  in  completing  the  ex- 
pense magazines  with  powder,  ranging  the  difl'erent 
ordnance,  and  preparing  every  thing  for  immediate  use 
in  their  dep.ortment.  The  navy  were  not  less  diligent. 
A  new  battery  for  22  guns  was  begim  in  the  Navy- 
yard,  as  a  resource  in  case  the  enemy's  operations 
should  make  it  necessary  to  lay  up  the  ships  ;  and  the 
stores  were  removed  from  the  New  mole  to  the  Navy 
hospital. 

Towards  the  middle  of  August,  the  motions  of  the 
enemy  were  no  longer  mysterious  ;  every  succeeding 
day  confirmed  us  in  the  oi>inion,  that  their  object  was 
to  distress  the  garrison  as  much  as  possible.  The 
blockade  became  more  strict  and  severe,  their  army 
was  in  force  before  the  place,  and  their  present  plan 
seemed  to  be  to  reduce  Gibraltar  bv   famine.       Onr 
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stock  of  provisions,  they  concliulcMl,  was  sniall ;  and 
their  squadron,  under  Admiral  Barcelo,  who  com- 
manded in  the  ]5ay,  could  prevent  succours  being 
thrown  in  by  neutral  vessels  ;  wliiist  their  grand  fleet, 
united  with  that  ot'  France,  would  be  superior  to  any 
wliich  Great  Britain  could  equip,  in  her  then  critical 
situation.  This  scheme,  every  circumstance  consider- 
ed, was  specious;  and,  had  not  the  garrison  fortunately 
received  a  supply  of  provisions,  &c.  in  April,  1779,  the 
troops  undoul)ted]y  would  have  been  reduced  to  the 
greatest  distress,  and  the  })lace  might  probably  have 
b(;en  in  imminent  danger,  beiore  the  Ministry  could 
dispatch  a  fleet  to  its  relief.  The  situation  of  the  gar- 
rison was  becoming  everyday  more  interesting:  only 
forty  head  of  cattle  were  now  in  the  place  ;  and  from 
the  vigilance  of  the  enemy,  there  was  little  prospect  of 
constant  supplies  from  Barbary  :  two  bullocks  were  or- 
dered, therefore,  t«j  be  killed  daily  for  the  use  of  the 
sick.  The  inhabitants  had  been  warned  in  time  to  pro- 
vide against  the  calamities  which  now  impende<l ;  the 
standing  orders  of  the  garrison  specifled,  that  every  in- 
habitant, even  in  time  of  peace,  should  have  in  store  six 
months  provisions ;  yet  by  far  the  greater  number  had 
neglected  this  precaution.  These  unfortunate  people, 
as  they  could  not  expect  to  be  supi)lied  from  the  gar- 
rison stores,  were  in  general,  compelled  to  seek  subsis- 
tence by  quitting  the  place :  some,  however,  were  in- 
duced to  weather  out  the  storm,  by  the  property  they 
had  in  the  garrison,  which  was  ))robably  their  all,  and 
which  they  could  not  remove  with  themselves.  Those 
of  this  description,  on  application,  obtained  leave  to 
erect  wooden  huts  and  sheds  at  the  southward,  above 
the  Navy  hospital,  whither  they  began  to  remove  their 
valuable  cfi^ects   &c.  that  they  might  be  secure  from  the 
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annoyance  of  the  enemy,  in  case  the  town  should  'oe 
bombarded. 

Fifteen  or  sixteen  covered  carts,  on  the  15th,  arrived 
at  the  enemy's  camp,  and  unloaded  timber,  planks,  &c. 
at  their  laboratory-tents.  They  continued  landing 
stores  on  the  beach,  which  employed  a  great  number 
of  carts  to  convey  them  to  their  depots  ;  and  at  night 
we  generally  observed  a  number  of  liglits,  and  freque'nt- 
ly  heard  a  noise  like  that  of  mon  employed  on  some  la- 
borious duty ;  this  might  proceed  from  dragging  can- 
non,  as  we  observed,  on  the  17th,  they  had  animated  all 
the  embrasures  in  Fort  St.  Pliijij). 

Early  on  the  1 7th,  the  enemy  attempted  to  cut  out  a 
polacre,  which  was  anchored  off  the  Old  mole  ;  but  re- 
tired on  a  gun  being  fired  at  them  from  the  garrison. 
The  small  craft,  after  this  circumstance,  removed  to  the 
New  mole,  as  the  men  of  war  had  done  some  time  be- 
fore. The  18th,  in  the  morning,  two  j)arties  of  work- 
men came  from  the  camp,  and  were  employed  at  Forts 
St.  Philip  and  St.  Barbara ;  covered  earts  continued 
constantly  going  from  Point  IMala  to  the  laboratory, 
tents,  supposed  to  be  laden  with  shot.  The  following 
morning,  a  Spaniard  came  in  an  open  boat  to  Water- 
port,  with  onions  and  friiit,  having  a  pass  for  Ceuta : 
he  was  examined  by  the  quarter-master  general,  and 
allowed  to  sell  his  cargo,  and  purcliase  tobacco,  but  was 
not  permitted  to  land  :  at  night  he  was  ordered  to  re- 
turn, which  he  did  about  eight  o'clock.  He  informed  us 
tlie  camp  consisted  of  between  5  an<l  0000  men,  which 
were  to  be  immediat(ly  completed  to  15,000.  'i'he 
20th,  the  tnemy  formed  a  new  camp,  to  the  left  of  the 
stone  quarry,  under  the  Queen  of  Spain's  Chair  :  we 
imagined  it  to  be  intended  for  the  Catalonian  troops, 
as  they  are  usually  encamped  separate  from  the  rest  of 
the  Spanidi  forc('S.      The  same  day,  <nn'  marksmen  wcie 
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embo.licl  into  a  company  of  two  non-commissionerl  offi- 
cers, and  64  men  ;  and  the  command  was  given  to  Lieu- 
tenant Burleigh,  of  the  30th  rc-iment. 

The  enemy,  on  the  2lst,  had  more  men  than  usual 
employed  in  making  fascines :  they  likewise  were  very 
busy  in  piling  shot,  and  had  a  party  at  work  in  the  co- 
vert-way  of  Fort  St.  Philip.     A  number  of  carts  daily 
brought  shot  (as  we  imagined)  to  the  lines,  particularly 
to  Fort  St.  Barbara.     The  23d,  the  corps  of  engineers 
were  formed  into  three  divisions,  and  several  oflficers 
of  the  line  appointed  to  join  them  as  assistant  engineers 
and  overseers.     The  same  .lay  some  experiments  were 
made  with  red-hot  shot :  this  practice  was  continued  on 
the  25th  when  some  carcasses  were  also  thrown,  and 
much  approved.     The  2:th,  we  observed  a  fascine-work 
be-un  upon  the  glacis,  north  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  which 
afterwards  proved  to  be  a  mortar-battery.      A  great 
number   of  carts   continued   to   be   employed   in  the 
enemy's  camp,  and  vast  quantities  of  stores  were  con- 
stantlv  landing  beyond  Point  Mala.      In  the  course  of 
the  36th  the  Childers,  and  an  armed  schooner,  attempt- 
ed to  cut  off  two  half-gallies  becalmed  in  the  Bay  ;  but 
the  enemy's  xebeques,  getting  under  way  obliged  them 
to  desist.     At  night  upwards  of  80  covered  carts  came 
down  to  the  enemy's  lines. 

From  the  time  the  enemy  first  appeared  encamped 

before  the  garrison,  troops  had  been  continually  jo.n- 

incr  them  from  all  quarters.     Their  camp  consisted  ot 

tw^  hncs  (independent  of  the  Catalonians) ,   extending 

from   Point   Mala,  in  an  oblique  direction,   into  the 

country,  towiu-ds  the   Queen  of  Spain's   Chair.     The 

streets*  were  in  a  direction  nearly  parallel  to  the  bottom 

of  the  Bay.     The  -uards  in  their  lines  and  advanced 

posts  wer'e,  as  the  cnmp  increase<l,  proportionably  rein- 

forced ;  but  no  a<t  of  hostility  had  vet  taken   place  m 
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that  quarter,  though  the  Governor  continued  the  irar- 
nson-guard  at  the  Devil's  tower.  Tlieir  forts  were 
repaired,  and  put  in  the  best  order  of  defence.  La- 
boratory-tents for  the  artillery  were  pitched  in  front  of 
their  camp,  and  magazines  erected  for  milit(.rv  stores 
which  were  frequently  Wought  by  fleets  of  small  craft' 
convoyed  by  men  of  war  from'  Cadiz,  Malaga,  and 
other  ports  in  the  neighbourhood. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  a  soldier  of  Hardenborg's 
deserted  from  a  working  party  employed  in  scarpintr 
unr      'x"""^'"  ^he  lines.     He  was  fired  upon  fiom 
^\llllss,  but  got  off.     Besides  the  party  engaged  in 
rendering  the   lines   inaccessible,  our  endneers  were 
daily  strengthening  them   with   palisadi^s,'  Kc.      Tri 
verses  were  also  erected  along  the  covered  way,  graiid 
battery  and  line-wall  above  Waterport,  where k  strong 
boom  of  masts  was  laid,  from  Ohl-mole  head,  to  the 
foot  of  Landport  glacis.     About  this  time  the  regi- 
ments  began  to  practise  grenade  exercise.      The  day  on 
which  the  Hanoverian  deserted,  a  Moorish  galley  came 
over  from  Algeziras,  Avhere  she  had  been  detained   ten 
days.  ^   rhe  crew  reported  that  the   Spanish  camp  was 
very  sickly.     It  is  supposed  this  vessel  came  to  order 
home  the  ship  which  had  been   some  time  repairing  in 
the  New  mole,  as  the  following  day  both  of  themleft 
the  garrison  for  Tangier :  a  xcbeque  however  speak 
mg  them  off  Cabrita  Point,  the  Moors  were  conducted 
to  the  Spanish  Adipiral. 

The  enemy's  workmen  in  the  lines  appeared  at  this 
tmie  to  be  about  500.  They  were  principally  engaged 
infilling  up  with  sand  the  north  part  of  the  ditch  of 
Fort  St.  Philip,  completing  the  mortar-battery  before 
mentioned,  and  raising  the  crest  of  the  glacis  of  their 
hues  in  different  places.  From  the  noise  often  heard 
during  the  night,  and  the  number  of  lights  seen,   we 
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judged  that  they  worked  without  intermission.  Two 
waggons,  drawn  each  by  twelve  mules  or  horses,  ar- 
rived at  the  lines  on  the  8th,  which  we  conjectured 
brought  fixed  ammunition.  The  Uth,  we  observed 
that  they  had  begun  several  fascine-works  on  the  crest 
of  their  lines,  apparently  for  mortar-batteries ;  and 
had  raised  several  traverses  for  the  protection  of  their 
guard-houses.  W  aggons  and  carts  continued  bringing 
fascines  and  other  materials  to  the  lines  from  the  camp. 
The  same  dav,  a  row-boat,  fitted  out  by  the  Jews, 
brought  in  a  Dutch  dogger  laden  with  wheat :  a  very 
valualde  supply  in  our  situation. 

The  operations  of  the  enemy  now  began  to  engage 
our  attention.  They  had  been  permitted  to  pass  and 
repass  unmolested  for  some  time ;  but  the  Governor 
did  not  think  it  prudent  to  allow  them  to  proceed  any 
longer  with  impunity.  A  council  of  war  was  conse- 
quimtly  summoned  on  the  11th,  to  confer  on  the  mea- 
sures  to  be  pursued.  The  council  consisted  of  the 
following  officers :  the  Governor ;  the  Lieutenant- 
governor;  Vice-admiral  Duff;  Major-general  De  la 
Motte ;  Colonels  Ro.^s,  Green,  and  Godwin  :  with  Sir 
Thomas  Rich,  Bart.  In  the  evening  it  was  reported 
that  their  opinion  was,  not  to  open  on  the  enemy,  whilst 
they  continued  within  their  lines  :  but  this  rumour  was 
only  propagated  to  deceive  the  garrison  ;  for  on  the 
succeeding  morning,  being  Sunday  the  12th  of  Septem- 
ber, the  artillery  officers  were  ordered  to  the  batteries 
on  \he  heights  ;  and  the  Devil's  tower  guard  being 
withdrawn,  the  Governor  opened  on  the  enemy  from 
Green's  lodge,  (a  battery  made  since  the  blockade  com- 
menced) Willis's,  and  Queen  Charlotte's  batteries. 
Their  advanced  guards  in  the  Micquelet  huts,  and  in 
the  stone  guard-houses,  were  in  a  short  time  compelled 
to  retire,  and  the  workmen  assembled  in  the  lines  oh- 
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lige<l  to  disperse.  The  covered  waggons  returned  to 
the  camp  without  depositing  their  ladings ;  and  so  ge- 
neral a  panic  seized  the  enemy  at  this  unexpected  at- 
tack, that  their  cavalry  galloped  off  towards  the  camp, 
and  for  some  hours  scarce  a  person  was  to  be  seen  with- 
in the  range  of  our  guns.  The  forts  were  too  distant 
to  be  materially  damaged  ;  and  the  Governor's  inten- 
tion being  only  to  disturb  their  workmen,  the  firing  af- 
ter a  few  hours  slackened,  and  a  shot  was  oiilv  (lis- 
charged  as  the  enemy  presented  themselves.  A  brass 
gun  in  the  Queen's  battery  (Willis's)  run  with  eight 
rounds. 

The  mortar-batteries  that  had  been  discovered  in  the 
enemy's  lines,  some  few  days  previous- to  our  firing,  had 
caused  no  small  alarm  amongst  the  inhabitants  :  those 
therefore,  who  had  huts  in  Har<lv  town  at  the  south- 
ward,  immediately  removed  their  most  valuable  effects, 
fully  convinced  that  the  Spaniards  at  night  would  return 
the  fire. 

That  the  duty  of  the  batteries  might  be  performed 
with  spirit,  in  case  the  enemy  persisted  in  carrying  on 
their  works,  a  Captain,  three  subalterns,  and  52  men 
of  the  artillery,  were  ordered  to  take  in  charge  Green's 
lodge,  Willis's,  and  other  batteries  on  the  heights. 
The  firing  was  continued  the  subsequent  days,  as  cir- 
cumstances directed.  The  IGth,  our  artillery  made 
three  attempts  to  reach  the  enemy's  laboratory-tents, 
or  artillery-parli^  (as  henceforward  they  will  be  called), 
from  a  sea-mortar  at  Willis's.  The  first  and  second 
shell  burst  immediately  on  leaving  the  mortar  ;  the  third 
went  its  range,  but  fell  a  little  short  of  the  fascine-park. 
The  artillery  at  this  period  used  the  old  shells,  the  fuses 
of  which  were  in  general  faulty  ;  and  this  was  the  cause 
that  the  experiment  did  not  answer  on  the  first  and  se- 
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oond  trials.  We  observed,  tlie  same  day,  tliat  i\w 
Spaniards  had  pitched  some  additional  tents  a  little  be- 
yond Point  Mala  ;  tliey  also  be<ran  to  erect  a  pier,  or 
wharf,  for  the  convenience  of  landinj]^  tlioir  stores  and 
supplies. 

Whilst  the  Governor  kept  a  watchful  eye  on  the  ene- 
my's operations,  molesting  their  workmen  as  much  as 
possible  from  Willis's ;  proper  precautions  were  taken 
in  the  town,  to  render  a  bombardment  less  distressing, 
in  case  they  retaliated,  which,  indeed,  their  preparations 
gave  us  reason  to  think,  would  not  be  long  deferred. 
The  pavement  of  the  streets,  in  tb.e  north  part  of  the 
town,  was  ploughed  up ;  the  towers  of  the  most  con- 
spicuous buildings  were  taken  down,  and  traverses 
raised  in  different  places,  to  render  the  communications 
more  secure.  The  enemy  appeared  to  bear  our  fire 
very  patiently  in  their  lines :  their  parties  continued 
working  on  the  mortar-batteries :  the  stone  sentry-boxes 
were  pulled  down,  and  the  guard-houses  unroofed :  a 
bovau,  or  covered  way,  was  likewise  beufun,  to  make  a 
safe  communication  from  the  lines  to  their  camp. 

Oiu*  firing  was  still  continued  ;  but  their  parties  were 
at  too  considerable  a  di>tance  (being  near  a  mile)  to  be 
materially  annoyed  by  our  shot ;  and  the  works  being 
surrounded  with  sand,  the  large  shells  sunk  so  deep, 
that  the  splinters  seldom  rose  to  the  surface.  An  ex- 
periment was  therefore  recommended  by  Captain 
Mercier,  of  the  39th  regiment  ;  namely,  to  fire 
out  of  guns,  5i  inch  shells,  with  short  fuses:  which 
were  tried  on  the  2jth,  and  found  to  answer  extremely 
well.  These  small  shells,  accor«hng  to  Capt.  Mercier's 
method,  were  dispatched  with  such  precision,  and  the 
fuses  calculate*!  to  such  exactness,  that  the  shell  often 
burst  over  their  heads,  and  wounded  them  before  thev 
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could  ^Qi  under  cover.  This  mode*  of  annoyance  was 
ehgible  on  several  other  accounts.  Less  powder  was 
used,  and  the  enemy  were  more  seriously  molested  :  the 
former  was  an  advantage  of  no  small  consequence,  since 
It  enab  ed  the  Governor  to  reserve,  at  this  period,  what 
might  be  probably  expended  to  the  greater  benefit  of 
the  service  on  some  future  occasion.  It  will  also  ac- 
count  for  the  extraordinary  number  of  shells  which,  the 
reader  will  observe  in  the  Appendix,  were  discharged 
trom  the  garrison. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  26th,  a  soldier  of  the  72d 
regiment  deserted  from  a  working  party  out  at  Land- 
port.  He  took  refuge  behind  one  of  the  Micquelet 
huts,  and,  notwithstanding  our  endeavours  to  di.slodi^e 
him,  remained  there  till  night,  when  it  is  imagined  he 
proceeded  to  the  lines.  Our  firing  was  now  very  trifl- 
ing. 1  he  enemy  continued  making  additions  to  their 
boyau,  and  the  works  in  the  lines  ;  but  the  latter  were 
chiefly  done  m  the  night.  Indeed,  since  our  firin- 
their  operations  within  our  reach  had  been  princinaHy 
carried  on  during  the  night,  at  which  time,  or  very  late 
m  the  evening,  they  also  relieved  their  guards. 

In  the  beginning  of  October,  the  enemy's  army  ac- 
cording to  our  intelligence,  consisted  of  sixteen  batta- 
lions  of  mfantry,  and  twelve  squadrons  of  horse,  which 
iV  f  J"^^""^"*'  ""'^"^  complete,  would  amount  to  about 
14,000  men.  Lieutenant-general  Don  Martin  Alvarez 
de  bota  Mayor  was  commander  in  cliief.      We  con 

tmued  our  fire,  vai-ying    as  objects    presented  them- 
seiv  es. 

The  great  command  we  had  over  the  enemy's  opera- 
tions from  Gre.n's  lodge,  induced  the  engineers  to 

*  The  enemy,  we  were  informed,  attempted  this  prac- 
tice, but  never  could  bring  it  to  perfection. 
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luouut  still  higlur,  and  endeavour  to  erect  a  Lattery  on 
the  summit  of  the  northern  front :  a  phice  therefore 
waslevolkd,   and  a   road  for  wheeled  carriages  begun 
at  Middk-hill.      The  4th ,  a  sohlier  of  the  58th  attempt- 
ed  to  desert  from  Middle-hill  guard,  but  was  dashed  to 
pieces  in  his  descent.  The  artillery  were  too  impatient  to 
have  a  gun  mounted  on  the  summit  of  the  rock,  to  wait 
till  the  new  road  was  finished  ;  they  accor.hngly  deter- 
mined to   drag  a  twenty-four-pounder  up   the   steep 
ora--v  face  of  the  rock  ;  and  in  a  few  days,  with  great 
chiWty  and  prodigious  exertions,  they  were  so   suc- 
cessful as  to  get  it  to  the  top.     The  9th,  a  party  of  the 
navy  attempted  to  cut  off  two  Spanish  polaci-es,   be- 
calmed  between  Algeziras  and  their  camp.     Our  sea- 
men spiritedly  boarded  one,  and  were  on  th.ir  return 
with  the  other,  when  two  gaUies  from  Point  Mala  gave 
chase,  maintaining  a  smart   and  well-directed  fire  as 
they  advanced;    and   gained  so  considerably   on  the 
prizes,   that  the  captors  were  reluctantly  obliged  to 
miit  them,  and  betake  themselves  to  their  boats.     Ihe 
Childers  sloop  of  war  was  ordered  out,  to  protect  them, 
and  fortunately  was  in  time  to  stop  the  progress  of  the 
o-dlie-      The  tiller  of  one  of  our   barges  was  carried 
awav  by  a  shot,  but  no  other  damage  was  received. 

The  platform  on  the  summit  of  the  rock  was  com- 
pletedonthel2th;  and,  the  gun  being  mounted,  the 
succeeding  day  we  saluted  the  enemy's  forts  with  a  few 
;.ounds  of  shot  and  shells.  This  gxm  was  mounted  on 
a  traversing  carriage,  and  was  distmguished  by  the 
name  of  the  Rock-gun.  From  that  post  w^' had  nearly 
a  bird's-eye  view  of  the  enemy's  lines,  and,  with  the 
assistance  of  glasses,  could  distinctly  observe  every 
operation  in  their  camp.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  16th 
a  servant  of  Mr.  Davies  (the  agent-victualler  of  the 
garrison),  under   pretence   of  looking  for  a  strayed 
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goat,  obtained  leave  to  pas3  Land-port  barrier,  and  im- 
mediately went  over  to  the  enemy.  The  desertion  of 
this  man  gave  us  some  concern,  as  probably,  to  ensure 
a  favourable  reception,  he  might  have  taken  with  him 
some  memorandiuns  of  the  state  of  our  provisions. 

The  enemy's  parties  had  not  been  remarkably  active 
in  the  beginning  of  the  month  ;  but  about  the  17th  and 
18th,  their  workmen  in  the  lines,  were  more  numerous 
than  usual,  which  produced  a  more  animated  fire  from 
our  batteries.  As  our  artillery  by  this  time  were  ac- 
customed to  fire  from  heights,  the  small  shot  did  con- 
siderable execution  amongst  their  workmen,  many  of 
whom  we  observed,  were  carried  off.  On  the  evening 
of  the  lOtli,  the  Governor  was  at  Willis's,  to  see  an 
experiment  of  a  light  ball,  invented  by  Lieut.  Whitham, 
of  the  artillery.  It  was  made  of  lead,  and,  when  filled 
with  composition,  weighed  H  lb  10  oz.  This  ball,  with 
4  lb.  of  powder,  was  fired,  at  six  degrees  of  elevation, 
out  of  a  thirty-two-pounder,  upon  the  glacis  of  their 
lines :  it  burnt  well ;  and  the  experiment  would  have 
been  repeated,  had  not  a  thick  fog  suddenly  arisen. 
The  Governor  was  at  Willis's  the  succeeding  morning, 
to  see  a  second  ;  when,  the  fog  being  totally  dispersed, 
the  ligbt  ball  answered  his  expectation.  The  enemy, 
during  the  night,  had  been  uncommonly  noisy  ;  but 
when  the  liglit  balls  were  fired,  no  parties  were  disco- 
vered at  work.  Nevertheless,  at  day-break,  to  our 
great  surprise,  we  observed  35  embrasures  opened  in 
their  lines,  forming  three  batteries  ;  two  of  14  each, 
bearing  on  our  lines  and  Willis's,  and  one  of  seven,  ap- 
parently for  the  Town  and  Waterport.  They  were 
cut  through  the  parapet  of  their  glacis,  and  situated  be- 
tween the  barrier  of  the  lines  and  Fort  St.  Philip.  The 
embrasures  were  all  masked,  and  many  of  the  merlons 
were  in  an  unfinished  state  :  the  Governor  ordered  the 
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artillery  to  direct  their  fire  on  these  works,  and  on  the 
seven-gun  battery  in  particular,  where  they  had  a  party 
finishing  what  was  left  imperfect  in  the  night.*  In  the 
afternoon,  a  Venetian  was  brought-to  by  a  gun  from 
Europa,  and  came  in  :  two  gallies  attempted  to  cut  her 
off,  but  in  vain. 

Our  workmen  now  became  exceedingly  diligent ;  new 
communications  and  works  were  raised  in  the  lines, 
which  were  reinforced  at  niglit,  with  a  subaltern  and 
43  men ;  the  alarm-posts  of  the  regiments  were  also 
changed,  and  other  arrangements  took  place.     On  the 
night  of  the  20th,  we  imagined,  from  the  noise  in  the 
enemy's  lines,  that  their  carpenters  were  platforming 
the  new  batteries,  the  merlons  of  which  they  had  cased 
and  capped  with  fascines.     Their  boyau  now  extended 
from  the  fascine-park,  almost  to  the  barrier  of  the  lines. 
The  23d,  a  prize  settee,  laden  with  rice,  was  sent  in 
from  the  eastward  :  she  M'as  taken  by  a  privateer,  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Anderson,  of  the  garrison,  the  Captain 
of  which  thought  the  cargo  would  be  useful  to  the  in« 
habitants  ;  and  indeed  this  supply  was  truly  seasonable. 
No  vessel  or  boat  had  arrived  for  six  weeks  (excepting 
the  Venetian,  on  the  20th  instant),  and  every  article  in 
the  garrison  began  to  sell  at  a  most  exorbitant  price : 
this  trifling  addition  of  provisions  was  therefore  well 
received  by  the  miserable  Jews  and  Genoese,  though 
the  rice  sold  for  21  dollars,  6  reals  per  cwt.,  which,  at 
40d.  sterling  the  dollar,  is  L.3.  12s.  6d. 

The  enemy's  artillery,  on  the  2Gth,  decamped  from 
their  old  ground,  before  the  right  wing  of  their  front 


*  From  the  distance  of  these  batteries,  we  did  not  ima- 
gine they  would  ever  materially  injure  the  garrison ;  but 
the  cannonade  and  bombardment  of  1781,  convinced  us  of 
our  error. 
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line,  and  took  post  near  the  Catalonians,  where  they 
were  reinforced  with  a  detachment  that  had  lately  joined. 
The  following  night,  the  Dutch  dogger,  which  had 
brought  us  the  supply  of  wheat  some  weeks  before, 
sailed  for  Malaga :  she  took  73  Genoese  and  Spanish 
passengers.  The  next  day  our  artillery  got  up  to  Mid- 
dle-hill two  twenty-four  pounders,  to  be  in  readiness 
for  a  new  battery,  which  was  erecting  below  the  Rock- 
gun.  Another  twenty-four  pounder  was  taken  to  the 
same  place,  on  the  morning  of  the  25th.  Our  firing 
still  continued,  as  the  enemy's  parties  were  daily  bring- 
ing down  timber  and  other  materials  for  their  new  bat- 
teries. 

The  30th,  an  English  privateer,  called  the  Peace 

and  Plenty,  18  six-pounders,  M'Kenzie,  master, 

attempting  to  get  in  from  the  eastward,  ran  ashore, 
half-way  between  Fort  Barbara  and  the  Devil's  tower. 
Some  of  the  crew  came  on  shore  on  the  neutral 
ground  ;  the  remainder,  with  the  master,  were  brought 
off  by  the  Admiral's  boats  :  and  on  the  night  of  the 
31st,  she  was  burnt.  As  there  was  something  extra- 
ordinary and  unaccountable  in  the  circumstances  at- 
tending the  loss  of  this  vessel,  I  cannot  resist  the  temp- 
tation of  relating  them  more  at  large.  In  the  morn- 
ing, she  was  bearing  down,  under  a  fine  sail  and  lead- 
ing wind,  for  Europa  advance-guard,  as  two  xebeques 
were  cruising  off  Europa  Point.  One  of  the  xebeques, 
about  nine,  got  within  shot  of  her  ;  a  few  rounds  were 
exchanged,  and  the  privateer  was  apparently  resolved 
to  fight  her  way  in  ;  but  on  a  sudden  she  altered  her 
course,  and  ran  a.shore  under  the  enemy's  guns,  about 
4  or  500  yards  from  the  garrison.  The  boatswain  was 
killed,  and  several  others  wounded  from  the  fort,  before 
our  boats  arrived  to  their  relief. 


s^ 


78 


HISTORY  OF  THE 


Towards  the  conclusion  of  the  month,  the  small-pox 
was  discovered  in  the  garrison,  amongst  the  Jews. 
The  Governor,  aj)prehensive  that  it  might  spread 
amongst  the  troops,  and  be  attended  with  dangerous 
consequences,  ordered  those  who  had  never  been  af- 
fected with  that  disorder,  to  be  quartered  at  the  south- 
ward, till  the  infection  should  disappear ;  and  every 
precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  its  communicating. 
In  the  evening  of  the  31st,  the  new  battery  below  the 
Rock-gun  was  finished  :  it  mounted  four  twenty-four- 
pounders,  and  was  called  the  Royal  battery. 

November  was  not  introduced  by  any  remarkable 
event.  The  fire  from  our  batteries  was  variable,  as 
their  workmen  were  employed.  Considerable  deposits 
of  fascines,  with  planks  and  pieces  of  timber,  were 
formed  in  the  Spanish  lines  ;  and  other  parts  of  their 
glacis  were  raised  with  fascines  and  sand  for  additional 
mortar-batteries.  The  3d,  the  enemy  began  to  form 
merlons  at  Fort  Tonara,  on  the  eastern  shore,  which, 
joined  with  the  circumstances  of  their  erecting  two 
fascine-batteries  on  the  beach,  between  Fort  St.  Philip 
and  Point  Mala,  and  one  near  the  magazine  at  the 
Orange-grove,  gave  us  reason  to  suppose  that  they 
expected  a  fleet  in  their  neighbourhood.  Few  work- 
men were  at  this  time  to  be  seen  in  their  lines  ;  a  party 
was  trimming  up  the  boyau  ;  and  numbers  were  em- 
ployed about  the  landing-jdace  in  disembarking  stores  ; 
w  liich  appeared  to  be  their  chief  employment. 

Provisions  of  every  kind  were  now  becoming  very 
scarce  and  exorbitantly  dear  in  the  garrison  ;  mutton 
3s.  and  3s.  Gd.  per  pound  ;  veal  4s.  pork  2s.  and  23. 
r>d.  a  pig's  head  10s.  ducks  from  14s.  to  18s.  a  couple  ; 
and  a  goose,  a  guinea.  Fish  was  equally  high,  an<l 
vegetables  were  with  difficulty  to  be  got  for  any  mo- 
ney ;  but  bread,  the  great  essential  of  life  and  health, 
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was  the  article  most  wanted.  It  was  about  this  period 
that  the  Governor  made  trial  what  quantity  of  rice 
would  suffice  a  single  person  for  twenty-four  hours, 
and  actually  lived  himself  eight  days  on  four  ounces  of 
rice  per  day:  but  this  small  portion  would  be  far 
from  sufficient  for  a  working  man  kept  continually 
employed,  and  in  a  climate  where  the  heat  necessarily 
demands  very  refreshing  nourishment  to  support  nature 

under  fatigue. 

Two  deserters  came  in,  with  their  arms,  on  the  night 
of  the  1 1th.     They  belonged  to  the  Walloon  guards,  a 
corps  in  the  Spanish  service,  composed  principally,  if 
not  entirely,  of  foreigners.       The  following  morning 
they  were  conducted  to  Willis's,  whence  they  had  a 
view  of  the  enemy's  works,  which  they  described  to  the 
Governor.     The  Spanish  army   were  under  arms  on 
the  12th,  in  the  front  of  their  camp,  and  were  dismissed 
bv  corps  as  the  General  par^sed. 
'  The  14th,  arrived  the  Buck  cutter,  privateer.   Cap- 
tain Fagg,  carrying  twenty-four  nine-pounders.     The 
abilities  and  bravery  of  a  British  sailor  were  so  emi- 
nently conspicuous  in  the  Captain's  conduct  previous 
to  his  arrival,  that  even  our  enemies  could  not  help  be- 
stowin'^  on  him  the  encomiums  io  which  his  merit  entitled 
him.    "^About  eight  in  the  morning,  the  privateer  was 
discovered  in  the  Gut,  with  a  westerly  breeze.      The 
usual  signal  for  seeing  an  enemy  was  made  by  the  Span- 
iards at  Cabrita  Point  ;  and  Admiral   Barcelo,  with  a 
ship  of  the  hne,  one  of  fifty  guns,  a  frigate  of  forty, 
two  xebeques,  a  settee  of  fourteen  guns,  with  half-gal- 
lies,  &c.  &c.  to  the  number  of  twenty-one,  got  under 
way  to  intercept  her.     On  the  first  alarm  a  xebeque  at 
anchor  off  Cabrita  had  weighed,  and  stood  out  into  the 
Straits  :  the  cutter  nevertheless  continued  her  course ; 
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but  observing  the  whole  Spanish  squadron  turning  the 
Point,  she  suddenly  tacked,  and  stood  towards  the  Bar- 
bary  shore  :  the  xebeques,  frigate,  and  lighter  vessels 
pursued,  but  were  carried  down  to  leeward  by  the  ir- 
resistible rapidity  of  the  current,  whilst  the  cutter  in  a 
great  degree  maintained  her  station.     As  it  may  appear 
very  extraordinary  to  readers  unacquainted  with  nau- 
tical affairs,  that  the  privateer  should  not  be  equally 
affected  by  the  current,  it  may  be  necessary  to  inform 
them,  that  a  cutter,  or  any  vessel  rigged  in  the  same  man- 
ner, from  the  formation  of  her  sails,  can  go  some  points 
nearer  the  wind  than  a  square-rigged  vessel,  which  advan- 
tage, on  this  occasion,  enabled  Captain  Fagg  to  turn 
better  to  windward,  by  stemming  the  current,  whilst  the 
Spaniards,  by  opposing  their  broadsides,  were  carried 
away  to  the  eastward.     But,  to  resume  the  narrative  ; 
Barcelo,  who  had  his  flag  on  board  the  seventy-four, 
was  the  last  in  the  chase,  and,  perceiving  his  squadron 
driving  to  leeward,  prudently  returned  to  the  Point,  to 
be  in  readiness  to  intercept  her  in  the  Bay.     The  fifty 
gun  ship  also  laid  her  head  to  the  current,  and  keeping 
that  position,  drove  very  little  in  comparison  with  her 
friends.    Affairs  were  thus  situated  when  Captain  Fagg, 
persuaded  that  the  danger  was  over,  boldly  steered  for 
the  garrison.     The  fifty-gun  ship  endeavoured  to  cut 
her  off  from  the  eastward,  but  was  compelled  to  retire 
by  our   batteries  at  Europa :  and  Barcelo   got  under 
way  to  intercept  her  from  the  Point ;  but  finding  his 
efforts  ineffectual,  he  was  obliged  to  haul  his  wind,  and 
giving  her  two  irregular  broadsides,  of  grape  and  round, 
followed  his  unsuccessful  squadron  to  the  eastward. 
The  cutter  insultingly  returned  the  Spanish  Admiral's 
fire  with  her  stern-chace,  and  soon  after  anchored  un- 
der our  guns. 
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The  expectations  of  the  troops  and  inhabitants,  who 
were  spectators  of  the  action,  had  l)cen  raised  to  the 
highest  pitch :  few  doubted  but  she  was  a  King's  ves- 
sel ;  and  as  no  intelligence  had  been  received  from  Eng- 
land for  many  weeks,  their  flattering  fancies  painted 
her  the  messenger  of  good  news  ;  probably,  the  fore- 
runner of  a  fleet  to  their  relief.     But  what  was  their 
despondency  and  disappointment,  when  they  were  in- 
formed that  she  was  only  a  privateer,  had  been  a  con- 
siderable time  at  sea,  and  put  in  for  provisions.  Though 
our  condition  in  the  victualling-office  became  weekly 
more  and  more  serious,  yet  the  Governor  generously 
promised  Captain  FagR^  assistance.     What  indeed  could 
be  refused  to  a  man  by  whose  mana?mTes  the  Port  was 
once  more  open,  and  the  Bay  and  Straits  again  under 
the  command  of  a  British  Admiral  ?     Only    two  or 
three  half-gallies  returned  to  Cabrita  Point ;  the  rest 
of  their  squadron  were  driven  far  to  leeward  of  the 
Rock. 

Assuming  the  liberty  of  a  short  digression  in  this 
place,  it  may  be  necessary  to  inform  the  reader  of  the 
extent  and  breadth  of  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  and  ac- 
quaint him,  at  the  same  time,  with  the  opinions  of  dif- 
ferent writers  concerning  the  perpetual  current  that 
sets  into  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  from  the  great  Atlan- 
tic Ocean,  which  has  so  long  engaged  the  attention  of 
many  celebrated  natural  philosophers. 

The  Straits  of  Gibraltar  (fi)rmerly  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Herculean  Straits)  are  about  twelve  leagues  in 
extent,  from  Cape  Spartel  to  Ceuta  Point,  on  the  Af 
rican coast;  and  from  Cape  Trafalgar  to  Europa  Poin\ 
on  the  coast  of  Spain.  At  the  western  entrance,  they 
are  in  breadth  about  eight  leagues,  but  diminish  consi- 
derably about  tlio  middle,  opposite  Tarifa  Ca  small  fish- 
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ing-town  on  the  Spanish  coast,  originally  a  place  of 
great  consequence  and  stren^rth),  though  they  widen 
again  between  Gibraltar  and  Cciita,  where  they  arc 
about  five  leagues  broad. 

Philosophers  who  have  communicated  their  senti- 
ments on  the  extraordinary  phenomenon  of  a  constant 
current,  differ  widely  in  accounting  for  the  disposition 
of  that  continual  influx  of  waters,  which,  it  is  natural 
to  suppose,  would,  without  some  consumption  or  re- 
turn, soon  overflow  the  boundaries  of  the  Mediterranean 
Sea.  The  late  ingenious  Dr.  Halley  was  of  opinion 
that  this  perpetual  '■upply  of  water  from  the  vast 
Atlantic  Ocean  v/as  intended  bv  nature  to  recruit  what 
was  daily  exhaled  in  vapour  :  others  again  think,  the 
waters  that  roll  in  with  the  centre  current  are  returned 
by  two  counter-streams,  along  the  African  and  Spanish 
shores.  That  there  are  two  counter-streams,  is  \\'ithout 
doubt ;  but  their  rapidity  and  breadth  bear  little  pro- 
portion to  the  principal  current.  A  third  class  suppose 
a  counter-current  beneath,  and  of  ecjual  strength  with 
the  upper  stream  ;  and  this  opinion  appears  confirmed 
by  a  circumstance  related  by  Colonel  James,  in  his  de- 
scription of  the  Herculean  Straits,  of  a  Dutch  ship  being 
sunk  in  action  by  a  French  privateer,  ofi'  Tarifa,  which 
some  time  afterwards  was  cast  up  near  Tangier,  four 
leagues  to  the  westward  of  the  place  where  she  disap- 
peared, and  directly  against  the  upper  current.  This 
hypothesis  receives  also  additional  support  from  the  re- 
peated disappointments  which  have  been  experienced 
by  many  naval  ot^cers,  in  attempting  to  sound  the  depth 
of  the  Straits  with  the  longest  lines:  fur  the  opposition 
between  the  currents  might  carry  the  line  in  such  di- 
rections as  to  defeat  the  intention  of  this  experiment. 

These  facts  seem  strongly  to  indicate  a  recurrency 


to  the  westward  ;  which,  though  it  may  not  be  so  rapid 
as  the  upper  stream,  yet,  with  the  assistance  of  the  cur- 
rents along  the  Spanish  and  Barbary  shores,  and  the 
necessary  exhalations,  may  account  for  the  Mediter- 
ranean Sea  never  increasing  by  the  constant  supply  re- 
ceived from  the   Atlantic  Ocean.     The  rapidity  of  the 
superior  current  renders  the  passage  from  the  Mediter- 
ranean  to  the  westward  very  precarious  and  uncertain, 
as  ships  never  can  stem  the  stream  without  a  brisk  Le- 
vanter, or  easterly  wind.     Vessels  therefore,  are  often 
detained  weeks,  and  sometimes  months,  waiting  for  a 
favourable  breeze  :  in  which  case  they  find  a  comfort- 
able birth  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar.— To  return  to  my 

narrative.  .  . 

Two  frigates,  on  the  night  of  the  14th,  joined  the 
enemv's  small  craft  in  the  Bay,  from  the  west.  It  was 
thought,  from  some  preparations  that  were  made  on 
board  our  men  of  war  the  succeeding  evening,  that  Ad- 
miral  Duff  intended  an  attempt  to  cut  out  or  destroy 
these  ships  :  a  council  was  held  in  the  navy,  and  the 
practieabiUty  of  such  an  enterprise,  debated;  but  no- 
thing was  done. 

The  Bay  being  again  open,  the  night  of  the  lOth,  a 
Moorish  settee  came  in,  with  39  bullocks,  and  a  few 
sheep  :  the  former  were  so  weak  and  poor,  that  many 
of  them  died  on  the  beach  as  soon  as  they  were  landed : 
they  were,  howeve",  a  most  acceptable  supply.     The 
patron  informed  us,  that  a  vessel  had  sailed,  the  pre- 
ceding ni'-rht,  for   the  Garrison,  with  40  bullocks,  50 
sheep°  and  30  goats  ;  which  we  imagined  was  taken  by 
the  gallies  at  the  Point.     The  following  day,  a  Swede 
stood  in  for  the  Garrison,  with  a  signal  at  her  fore-top 
gallant  mast-head,  by  which  she  was  known  to  be  laden 
with  provisions,  and  consigned  to  an  inhabitant.     Oi> 
the  Point  she  was  boarded  by  a  row-boat,  and  conducted 
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immediately  to  Algeziras.  The  23(1,  the  Governor 
proportioned  tho  fuel  to  the  officers.  This  article  was 
now  become  scarce  and  important.  The  coals  in  the 
Garrison  were  few :  what  fuel,  therefore,  was  issued 
at  this  period,  was  wood  from  ships  bought  by  Govern- 
ment, and  broken  up  for  that  purpose,  but  which  had 
so  strongly  imbibed  the  salt  water,  that  it  was  with  the 
utmost  difficulty  we  could  make  it  take  fire. 

A  small  boat  arrived  on  tlie  24th,  with  a  packet  from 
Mr.  Logie :  this  packet  was  landed  at  Mogadore,  in 
South  Barbary,  by  the  Fortune  sloop  of  war,  Captain 
Squires.      If  I  rightly  recollect,  it  was  upon  this  occa- 
sion that  the  following  successful  stratagem  was  effect- 
ed, through  the  fidelity  of  a  Moor  entrusted  by  Mr. 
Logie  to  carry  the  dispatches  to  that  part  of  the  coast, 
whence,  to  prevent  intercej)tion,  he  thought  it  prudent 
to  send  them  to  Gibraltar.     The  Spaniards,  acquainted 
with  the  importance  of  these  dispatches,  wished  to  pre- 
vent them  coming  to  our  hands  ;  and  accordingly  offer- 
ed a  thousand  Cobs  (about  L.225.  sterl.)  to  the  Moor, 
to  induce  him  to  betray  his  trust,  and  pretend  he  had 
been  robbed  on  his  way  to  the  coast.     The  faithful 
Moor  immediately  acquainted  the  Consul  with  the  of- 
fer, who  directed  him  to  promise  that  he  would  com- 
ply.    In  the  interval,   Mr.   Logie  prepared  false  dis- 
patches, in  cyphers,  signed  and  dated  them  St.  James's, 
and  affixed  a  seal  from  the  cover  of  a  letter  of  Lord 
Hilsborough's  to  himself:  these  were  inclosed  as  us- 
ual, and  directed  to  General  Eliott.     The   Moor  re- 
ceived part  of  the  bribe,  and  delivered  up  the  fictitious 
packet :   Mr.  Logie  on  his  retiu*n  appeared  much  dis- 
tressed by  the  accident,  and  the  next  evening  sent  the 
real  dispatches  to  Gibraltar. 

The  wind  veering  mund  to  the  southward,  on  the 
26th,  Admiral  Rarcelo  returned  from  Ceuta  to  liis  old 
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anchorage  off  Algeziras,  and  the  port  again  beeame 
closely  blockaded.  A  deserter  came  in,  the  morning 
of  the  30th,  from  the  lines;  he  belonged  to  the  Wal- 
loon guards:  and  about  five  in  the  afternoon,  another 
Walloon  deserted  to  us.  They  fired  several  muskets 
at  the  latter,  and  he  turned  about  and  returned  the 
shot :  three  horsemen  then  pursued  him,  but  were  dri- 
ven  back  by  our  artillery.  After  first  gun-fire,  two 
more  came  in,  of  the  same  corps. 

The  enemy's  operations  continued  to  be  confined  to 
the  completion  of  their  batteries,  and  the  finishing  of 
their  boyau.     In  their  camp  we  observed  them  busily 
employed  in  erecting  huts   for  the  accommodation  of 
their  troops  against  the  winter  rains,  which  now  had 
begun  to  set  in.     On  the  other  hand,  the   Governor 
made  every  necessary  addition  to  the  works.      Water- 
port  coveri-way  was  doubly  palisaded,  and  a  battery  for 
three  guns  erected  on  the  Quay  ;  a  work  of  masonry, 
to  mount  two  guns,  was  built  at  Ragged-staff ;  and 
traverses  of  casks  and  earth  were  raised  on  the  differ- 
ent roads,  on  the  north  front,  to  secure  the  communi- 
cations.    Some  improvements  were  also  made  in  the 
batteries  and  works  at  Europa. 

December  commenced  with  the  capture  of  a  Genoese 
polacre,  becalmed   off   Europa.       Our  sailors   found 
about   ^.220     in  money  on  board,  with  some  letters, 
from  which  we  learned  that  the  enemy  sustained  some 
loss  in  the  lines  from  our  fire.     The  4th,  the  enemy 
beat  a  parley,  and  sent  in  a  mule  (l)elonging  to  Colonel 
Green,  the  chief  enirineer)  which  had  strayed  to  their 
lines;  'an  instance  of  p<.liteness  which  we  did  not  ex- 
pect      The  8th,  another  deserter  came  in;    he  was 
pursued,  but  we  protected  him.     The  subsequent  day 
we  observed  several  men  about  the  western  and  eastern 
advanced  stone  guard-houses,  who  we  imagined  were 
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posted  there  to  prevent   desertion.      Our  artillery  en- 
deavoured to  dislodge  them  with  round  shot,  hut  did 
not  succeed.       The    lOth,   the   enemy   fired   several 
rounds,  from  Fort   St.  Philip,  at  our  fishing-boats  in 
the  Bay.     Four  soldiers  of  De  la  Motte's  regiment, 
quartered  on  Windmill-hill,  attempted  on  the  13th  to 
desert:    seareh  was  however   immediately   made   for 
them,   and  two  were  retaken.       Those  who   escaped 
were  supposed  to  have  got  down  by  a  rope  ladder,  left 
by  the  party  employed   in  cutting  brush-wood  for  fa- 
scines.    The  next  day  an(»ther  of  the  enemy  endea- 
voured to  come  over  to  us,  but,   being  pursued  by  two 
horsemen,   was  cut  down  and  secured.     One  of  the 
horses  belonging  to  the  pursuers  was  killed  by  our  fire, 
and  the  rider  much  bruised  with  the  fall.     The  suc- 
ceediiiir  day,  this  unfortunate  man  was  executed  on  a 
new  gallows,  erected  near  their  artillery-park,  and  the 
body,  according  to  custom,  hung  till  sun-set. 

Tlie  Governor,  on  tlie  19th,  ordered  that  no  guns 
shouM  be  fired  from  the  garrison  at  the  enemy's  ship- 
ping, if  the  distance  required  more  than  G"  elevation  ; 
except  when  ships  were  chasing,  or  engaged.  On  the 
20th,  the  Buck,  having  refitted,  sailed  on  a  cruise  to 
the  eastward.  We  were  afterwards  informed  that  she 
unfortunately  fell  in  with  a  French  frigate,  which,  after 
a  few  broadsides,  captured  the  Buck  ;  but  before  she 
could  be  got  into  i)ort,  she  sunk  from  the  damage  re- 
ceived in  the  action.  On  the  night  of  the  2r.th,  we 
had  a  most  violent  storm  of  rain,  w  ith  dreadful  thunder 
and  lightning.  The  succeeding  morning  a  vast  (juan- 
tity  of  wood,  cork,  kc.  was  floating  under  our  walls  : 
the  rain  had  washed  it  from  the  banks  of  the  Falmones 
and  Guadaranque,  and  it  was  wafted  by  the  wind  over 
to  our  side  of  the  I'ay.  Fuel  ha<l  long  been  a  scarce 
iirticle  :    this  sup)»ly    was   therefore    considered    as    a 
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miraculous    interference    of   Providence    in    our    fa- 


vour. 


The  enemy,  the  27th,  fired  four  guns  from  Fort  St. 
Philip  :  one  of  the  shot  struck  the  extremity  of  Prince's 
lines.  Whether  these  were  fired  to  frighten  our 
fishermen,  who  were  dragging  their  nets  near  the  far- 
ther gardens,  without  Landj)ort,  or  only  as  an  experi- 
ment, we  could  not  say,  as  they  immediately  ceased  on 
our  returning  the  fire  from  Willis's.  The  day  follow- 
ing came  in  three  deserters ;  and  the  same  morning 
the  Fly  packet-boat  arrived  from  Tangier,  with  40 
goats,  fowls  and  e^fT^;^^  but  no  mail :  this  cargo,  though 
trifling,  was  highly  acceptable.  The  deserters  inform- 
ed us  that  the  enemy  were  almost  overflowed  in  their 
lines,  from  the  late  excessive  rains ;  in  some  places, 
particularly  near  the  new  batteries,  the  water  was  two 
and  three  feet  deep ;  and  their  eft'orts  to  (h*ain  it  ofi* 
had  hitherto  been  ineftectual.  The  28th,  a  soldier  of 
Ilardenberg's  deserted  down  the  back  of  the  rock. 

January  1780,  did  not  commence  \\ith  any  very  in- 
teresting events.  A  squadron  of  men  of  war  pussed 
through  to  the  west  on  the  2d  :  it  being  h;tzy,  we  could 
not  distinguish  of  what  nation  they  were;  but  many 
thought  them  Spaniards  from  Carthagena.  On  the 
evening  of  the  .3th,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  enemy's 
camp,  which,  we  afterwards  learned,  destroyed  four 
officers'  marquees,  and  six  or  seven  hut^.  The  follow- 
ing day,  after  gun-fire,  two  Walloons  deserted  to  us  ; 
they  brought  information  that  ui)wards  of  forty  mor- 
tars were  mounted  in  the  lines,  and  that  all  their  bat- 
teries were  completed  with  cannon. 

A  Neapolitan  polaere  was  luckily  driven  under  our 
puns  on  the  8lh,  and  obliged  tt>  come  in.  On  board 
we  found  about  <>()U0  bushels  of  barley,  a  cargo  (cir- 
cumstanced as   we   Mere")  of  inestimabl<'  value.      The 
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bakers  had  long  been  limited  to  the  quantity  of  bread 
dailv  to  bo  issued  to  the  inhabitants,  and  sentries  were 
placed  at  the  wickets  where  it  was  delivered,  to  pre- 
vent confusion  and  riot.     The  strongest  nevertheless 
had  the  advantage ;  so  that  numbers  of  women,  chil- 
dren, and  infirm  persons,  returned  to  their  miserable 
habitations,  frequently  without  tasting,  for  some  days, 
that  chief,  and  perliaps  necessary  support  of  life.     The 
inhabitants  were  not  the  onlv  suftVrers  in  this  scene  of 
distress  ;    manv  officers  and  soldiers   had  families   to 
support  out  of  the  pittance  received  from  the  victual- 
ling-office.    A  soldier,  with  his  wife  and  three  children, 
would  inevitably  have  been  starved  to  death,  had  not 
the  generous  contribution  of  his  corps  relieved  his  fami- 
ly :  one  woman  actually  died  through  want  ;  and  many 
were  so  enfeebled,  that  it  was  not  without  great  atten- 
tion they  recovered:  thistles,  dandelion,  wild  leeks,  &c, 
were  for  some  time  the  daily  nourishment  of  numbers. 
Few  supplies  arriving  from  Barbary,  and  there  appear- 
ing little  prospect  of  relief  from  England,  famine  be- 
gan to  present  itself  w  ith  its  attendant  horrors :  had 
there  been  a  glimmering  hope  of  assistance  from  home, 
it  would  have  enabled  many  to  support  themselves  un- 
der this  accumulation  of  distress  ;  but,  alas !  we  seem- 
ed entirely  abandoned  to  our  fortune. 

Not  only  bread,  but  every  article  necessary  to  the 
support  of  life,  was  hard  to  be  procured,  and  only  to 
be  purchased  at  exorbitant  prices.  Veal,  mutton,  and 
beef,  sold  from  two  shillings  and  sixpence,  to  four 
shillings  j)er  pound  ;  fresh  pork,  from  two  to  three 
shillings ;  salt  beef  and  pork,  one  sliilling  and  three- 
pence per  pound  :  fowls,  eighteen  shillings  per  couple  : 
ducks,  a  guinea  :  fire-wood,  five  shillings  per  hundred 
weight ;  a  pint  of  milk  and  water,  one  shilling  and 
threepence.      Vegetables    were   extremely  scarce :    a 
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small  cabbage  cost  one  shilling  and  sixpence,  and  a 
small  bunch  of  the  outw^ard  leaves  sold  for  fivepence  : 
Irish  butter,  two  shillings  and  sixpence  per  pound; 
eggs,  sixpence  each;  and  candles,  two  shillings  and 
sixpence  per  pound.  The  best  fish  was  most  exor- 
bitantly dear,  considering  on  what  terms  the  garrison 
had  been  formerly  supplied.  It  is  natural  to  suppose, 
from  the  rock  being  almost  suiTounded  with  the  sea, 
that  we  should  have  a  constant  resource  in  this  article  ; 
the  contrary  was  however  the  case :  our  fishermen 
were  foreigners,  and  being  under  no  regulation,  they 
exacted,  by  degrees,  most  extravagant  sums  for  what 
some  months  before  we  should  have  refused  with  dis- 
gust. 

This  extreme  scarcity  of  provisions,  it  may  well  be 
imagined,  could  not  fiiil  to  exercise  the  invention  of 
individuals.  A  singular  mode  of  hatching  chickens 
was  about  this  time  successfully  practised  by  the  Hano- 
verians ;  and,  as  it  may  be  acceptable  to  some  readers, 
the  process,  as  communicated  by  a  friend,  is  here  in- 
serted. The  eggs  were  placed,  with  some  cotton, 
wool,  or  other  warm  substance,  in  a  tin  case  of  such 
construction  as  to  be  heated  either  by  a  lamp  or  hot 
water ;  and,  by  a  proper  attention  to  the  temperature 
of  heat,  the  eggs  were  commonly  hatched  in  the  usual 
time  of  a  hen's  sitting.  A  capon  (however  strange  it 
may  appear)  was  then  taught  to  rear  them  ;  to  recon- 
cile him  to  this  trust,  the  feathers  were  plucked  from 
his  breast  and  belly  ;  he  was  then  gently  scourged  with 
a  bunch  of  nettles,  and  placed  upon  the  young  hatch, 
whose  downy  warmth  aflforded  such  comfort  to  the  bared 
and  smarting  parts,  that  he,  from  that  period,  reared 
them  up  with  the  care  and  tenderness  of  a  mother. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  10th,  a  squadron  of  ships 
was  seen  to  the  east,  which  had  passed  through  in  the 
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night :  five  were  of  the  line,  and  one  un<lcr  jury-masts  : 
suppo^ed  to  be  Count  d'Estaing's  fleet  from  the  West 
Indies.  The  same  day  a  soldier  of  the  58th  roiilment 
was  executed  for  stealing  ;  he  was  the  first  man  who 
had  suffered  since  General  Eliott  had  been  Governor. 
The  day  followingr,  the  enemy  fired,  from  Fort  St.  Bar- 
bara, on  a  clergyman  performing  the  last  office  over 
the  corpse  of  a  soldier  of  the  7'2d  regiment,  at  the  bu- 
rial-ground near  the  Governor's  meadow.  '  The  party 
immediately  retired,  though  not  before  they  had  de- 
posited their  charge.  As  this  conduct  convinced  us 
that  the  enemy  would  not  permit  us  to  burv  our  dead 
without  the  garrison,  a  part  of  the  red  sands' behind  the 
Princess  of  Wales's  Hues  was  appropriated  to  that  pur- 
pose. 

The  12th,  they  surprised  us  again  with  ten  shr.t  from 
Fort  St.  Philip  :  several  came  into  town,  and  did  some 
tritiing  damage  amongst  the  buildings.  Tjio  i.diabi- 
tants,  whose  alarms  had  not  totallv  subsided  since  the 
middle  of  September,  when  the  Governor  opened  upon 
the  enemy,  were  now  perfectly  convinced  thev  meant 
to  return  our  fire  ;  and  accordingly  began,  on  the  first 
report  of  then-  guns,  to  remove  themselves  to  the  south- 
ward. Some  in  the  greatest  confusion  endeavoured  to 
secure  their  valuables  in  town  ;  but  the  firing  ceasing 
the  fugitives,  before  night,  summoned  up  sufficient 
courage  to  return.  A  woman,  passing  near  one  of  the 
houses,  was  slightly  hurt.  It  was  singular  that  a  fe- 
male  should  be  the  first  person  wounded  at  tliis  remark- 
able  siege.  In  the  evening,  the  commanding  officers 
had  orders  to  inform  their  corps,  that  the  Governor 
was  under  the  necessity  of  curtailing  tin-  weekly  allow- 
ance  of  provi  ions.  Disagi-eeable  as  this  intelligence 
was,  and  particularly  when  we  consider  the  di.stress 
v/hich  many  experienced,  oven  with  the  full  all,  wance 
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tlie  men  received  it  without  the  smallest  appearance  of 
discontent.  Convinced  of  the  necessity,  they  acquiesc- 
ed with  cheerfulness  ;  indeed,  to  do  them  justice,  in 
all  the  vicissitudes  of  this  trying  period,  the  garrison 
submitted,  without  murmuring,  to  every  necessary 
regulation,  however  unpleasing.  It  was  fortunate  for 
many,  that  this  subtraction  of  provisions  did  not  con- 
tinue long  ;  nay,  it  remains  a  doubt  with  some,  whether, 
at  the  time,  the  Governor  was  not  apprised  of  a  relief 
being  near,  and  did  not  enact  this  regulation,  solely 
to  make  trial  of  the  disposition  of  his  troops.  If  so, 
liow  satisfactory  a  circumstance  must  it  have  been,  to 
find  the  army  under  his  command  accord,  with  so 
much  good-humour,  to  what  might  be  considered  as  a 
real  hardship,  however  indispensable  ! 

Admiral  Duff,  on  the  13th,  gave  orders  to  the  men 
of  war  and  armed  vessels,  to  be  prepared,  in  case  a 
convoy  was  near,  to  afford  every  protection  to  any 
.straggling  ships  that  might  attempt  the  Port  before 
the  main  body  arrived.     This  caution  confirmed  us  in 
the  opinion  of  a  convoy  being  expected  ;  and  a  general 
joy  was  diffused  throughout  the  garrison,  at  the  flatter- 
ing, though  probably  distant  prospect.     Two  days  after 
an  ordnance-brig,  which  with  other  vessels  seemed  to 
be  going  through  to  the  east,  suddenly  altered  her 
course,  amj,  notwith.standing  she  was  opposed  by  the 
enemy,  anchored  under  our  walls.      A  ship  with  the 
Briti.-^h  flag,    entering  the   Bay,  was  so  uncommon  a 
sight,  that  almost  the  whole  garrison  were  assembled 
at  the  southward  to  welcome  her  in  ;  but  words  are 
insuf^cient  to  describe  their  transports  on   being  in- 
formed that  she  was  one  of  a  large  convoy  which  had 
sailed  the  latter  end  of  the  preceding  month  for  om* 
relief.       The  distressed  Jews,  and   other  inhabitants 
were  frantic  with  joy ;  and  the  repeated  huzzas  from 
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all  quarters,  for  some  time  prevented  further  inquiries. 
We  afterwards  learned,  that  she  had  parted  company 
with  the  convoy  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and  off  Cadiz 
had  discovered  nine  sail  of  large  ships,  which  the  mas- 
ter concluded  were  Spaniards  stationed  there  to  oppose 
their  entrance.     The  latter  part  of  their  information 
gave  us  much  uneasiness.     The  enemy,  we  concluded, 
would  have  good  inteUigence  of  the  force  of  the  Bri- 
tish  convoy.     If,  therefore,  any  opposition  was  intend- 
ed  a  superior  squadron  would  consequently  be  stationed 
at'the   entrance   of  the    Straits.     These   reflections, 
damped,  in  a  great  degree,  the  pleasure  we  before  ex- 
perienced,  and  made  us  apprehensive  that  the  relief  was 
not  so  near  as  we  at  first  expected.     The  prospect  of 
it  had  however  a  very  visible  effect  on  the  price  of  pro- 
visions, which  immediately  fell  more  than  two-thirds. 

Since  it  was  probable  that  straggling  ships  might  at- 
tempt the   Port  before  the  body  of  the   convoy  ap- 
proached, the  Childers  sloop  of  war,  and  armed  ves- 
sels, were  ordered  to  cruise  in  the  Bay,  to  protect  them 
from  the  enemy's   small  craft.     Previous  to  the  arrival 
of  the  brig,  a  soldier  of  the  58th  regiment  deserted  from 
a  party  employed  behind  the  Rock  in  gathering  shrubs, 
&c.  for  fascines.     The  IGth,  a  Walloon  deserted  to  us, 
by  whom  we  were  informed,  that  the  enemy  had  every 
thing  prepared  in  their  Unes  to  bombard  the  town. 
At  another  time  we  should  have  been  greatly  alarmed 
at  this  intelligence  ;  but  our  thoughts  were  too  much 
engaged  with  the  pleasing,  though  uncertain  hopes  of 
relief,  to  reflect  on  the  consequences  of  a  bombard- 
ment.    In  the  evening,  our  apprehensions  concerning 
the  convoy  were  totally  dispelled,  by  the  arrival  of  a 
brig  laden  with  flour,  which  communicated  the  joyful 
news  that  Admiral  Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney  had 
captured  off  the  coast  of  Portugal,  a  Spanish  64-gun 


SIEGE  OF  GIBRALTAR. 


93 


Bhip   five  of  32  and  28  guns,  with  seventeen  merchant- 
men  belonging  to  the  Caracca  company,  going  from 
Bilboa  to  Cadiz  ;  and  that,  with  a  fleet  of  twenty-one 
sail  of  the  line,  and  a  large  convoy  of  merchant  ships 
and  transports,  he  was  proceeding  to  our  rehef.     hvery 
idea  of  opposition  at  this  information  immediately  va- 
nished ;  and  we  anticipated  the  flattering  prospect  of 
seeing  the  British  flag  once  more  triumphantly  displayed 
in  the  ^lediterranean. 

The  weather,   on  the  17th,  was  very  hazy  ;    but 
clearing  up  the  succeeding  day,  one  of  the  prizes  ar- 
rived,  without  any  opposition  from  the  enem^'.     The 
midshipman  who  brought  her  in  informed  us,  that  when 
he  parted  with  the  fleet  on  the  16th,  Sir  George  was 
engaged  with  a  Spanish  squadron  off  Cape  St.  Mary  s  ; 
and  that,  just  before  they  lost  sight  of  them  a  ship  of 
the  hue  blew  up  ;  but  he  wa5  at  too  great  a  distance  to 
distinguish  whether  she  was  friend  or  foe.    In  the  even- 
ing one  of  the  armed  Caracca  prizes   came  in,  but  no 
further  particulars  of  the  engagement  could  be  learned. 
Our  anxiety   concerning  the  event  of  the  action  wa^ 
however  removed,  a  few  hours  afterwards,  by  the  ap- 
pearance  of  the  convoy  itself  off  Europa.     The  wind, 
at  that  critical  time  unfortunately  failed  them  ;  and  the 
vivid  flashes  of  lightning,  by  which  we  had  discovered 
the  fleet  at  the  first,  only  served  to  exhibit  them  to  us, 
driving  with  tlie  current  to  the  eastward  of  the  Kock. 
The  Apollo  frigate,  Capt.   Pownall,  with  one  or  two 
merchantmen,  nevertheless  got  in  about  eleven ;  and 
bv  the  former,   the  Governor  and  garrison  w-ere  ac 
quainted  with  the  agreeable  tidings  of  a  complete  vic- 
tory over  the  Spanish  Admiral,  who,  with  three  others 
of  his  squadron,  was  taken;  one  was  run  ashore    an- 
other blown  up  in  the  engagement,  and  the  rest  dis- 
parsed. 
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We  now  found,  that  the  pliin  for  relievini?  Gibraltar 
had  been  conducted  at  home  witli  such  secrecy 
and  prudence,  that  the  enemy  never  suspected  that  Sir 
Geortre  meant  to  convoy  the  transports  to  the  Straits 
with  so  strong  a  fleet.  By  their  intelligence  from 
Brest,  they  understood  he  was  to  separate  in  a  certain 
latitude,  and  proceed,  with  the  main  l)ody  of  the  men 
of  war'  to  the  West-Indies.  Thus  deceived,  they 
concluded  that  the  transports  with  their  convoy  would 
fall  an  easy  prey  to  their  squadron,  Mhich  consisted  of 
eleven  men  of  war,  all  chosen  ships  from  tlieir  gi-and 

fleet. 

At  day-hreak,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  the  ene- 
my unmasked  one  of  their  fourteen-gun  batteries.     The 
g\ms,  with  those  in  the  fort,  were  all  elevated,  and  the 
lines  reinforced  with  two  regiments  of  infantry.     The 
Governor,  notwithstanding  these  appearances,  ordered 
a  roval  salute  to  be  fired  at  six  o'clock  from  Willis's. 
The  Panther  man  of  war  was  decorated,  and  also  fired 
a  salute  on  account  of  this  victory.     About  seven  the 
Edgar  arrived,  with  the  Phrenix  prize  of  80  guns,  hav- 
ing  on  board  the  Spanish  Admiral,  Don  Juan  de  Lan- 
gara  v  Huarte.     This  ship  had  lost  her  mizen  and  main 
top  masts,  but  seemed  little  injured  in  the  hull.     The 
Admiral,  who  was  wounded  in  the  engagement,  was 
conducted  on  shore  in  the  evening  to  lodgings  in  town, 
and  had  every  attention  and  compliment  paid  him  which 
were  due  to  his  rank.      At  night  A<lm?ral  Digby,  in 
the  Prince  George,  worked  round  Europa  with  eleven 
or  twelve  ships ;  but  Sir  George  remained  with  the 
crippled  prizes,  and  with  the  main  body  of  the  fleet,  off 
Marbella,  a  Spanish  town,  formerly  of  note,   sixteen 
leagues  to  the  eastward  of  Gibraltar. 

The   20th,   being   the  anniversary  of  the   King   of 
Spain's  birth-dav,  Admiral  Barcelo's  ships  were  deco- 
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rated  acoonling  to  custom.      W»on    ho  colours  we.e 
Itruck  in  the  even•m,^  the  flag-shi,.,  w,th  h.r  consort  of 
50  guns  was  hauled  close  in  land ;  and  the  next  day 
a  lafge  partv  began  to  erect  a  battery  on  the  shorc^for 
their'pr'otoction ;  being  apprehensive,  probaldy  of  an 
attack  from  the  British  fleet.     The  n.ght  of  he  21st 
the  enemv  unmasked  the  other  batteries  m  the  hnes, 
which  again  caused  a  general  disturbance  amongst  the 
inhabitants.     Every  thing  seemed  now  prepared  to  fire 
upon  the  town.     The  convoy  continued  beating  up 
but  the  pri7.es  were  so  damage<l  in  their  ■•'|.'g'ng,  that 
thcv  eouM  not  be  expected  to  m.jke  the  Bay  td    the 
wiml  veered  round  to  the  east.     Early  on  the  2-2d,  se- 
veral  men  of  war,  in  coming  into  the  Bay,  -re  earned 
down   under  the  enemy's  batteries,  near  Pomt  Mala, 
which   occasioned  a   general  alarm   in    their    camp. 
Drums  beat  to  arms,  and  their  artillery  opened  in  an 
instant.     The  boats  of  the  fleet,  however,  were  ordered 
to  their  assistance,  and  the  ships  were  towed  back  with- 
out  receiving  much  damage.     One  man  was  killed,  and 
"wo  wounded,  on  board  the  Terrible ;  all  of  them  bp..- 

"trGrrg;,   on   his  arrival   off  the  coast   of  Bar- 
barv    had  sent  intelligence  to  Mr.  Logic,  to  prepare 
sup  lies  for  the  Garrison.     Three  vessels,  therefore, 
sXd  in  the  course  of  the  22d,  for  Tetuan,  to  hying 
over  what  was'  at  hand.     The  Consul  had  provided 
:::tle,  fascmes,  pickets,  ^c.  in  -adiness  for  the  ship 
when  they  arrived  ;  but,  to  h.s  surprise,  tbo  sb  PS  sent 
in  the  hurry  of  business,  under  convoy  of  the  Bed- 
ford   were  Lnsports,  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of 
troops,  «ith  many  weeks  provisions  on  board  ;  and  be- 
fore the  births  could  be  removed  to  admit  the  supplies 
he  wind  came  easterly,  and  the  ships  were  obhged 
to  return  without  them.     This  oversight  was  of  gi  e.>t 
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detriment  to  the  Garrison,  as  at  this  period  we  might 
have  procured  fresh  provisions,  which,  with  economy, 
would  have  served  for  some  months.     The   garrison 
vessels  were  afterwards  sent  for  these  articles  ;    but 
after  Sir  George    Rodney's  departure,  most  of  them 
were  detained  by  the  vigilance  of  the  enemy's  cruisers. 
We  learned  by  the  Childers,  on  the  23d,  that  Sir 
George  was  at   anchor,  with  the  prizes,   in  Tetuan 
Road  ;  and  waited  only  a  favourable  wind  to  join  the 
remainder  of  the  fleet  in  the  Bav.     As  the  toMn  of 
Tetuan  has  frequently  been  mentioned  in  the  preced- 
ing pages,  and  probably  will  as  often  occur  in  the  course 
of  the  subsequent ;  the  reader  will  perhaps  not  be  dis- 
pleased to  find  in  this  place  a  short  description  of  it. 
Tetuan  is  a  verv  ancient  town  in  Barbarv,   situated  to 
the  south-east  of  Ceuta,  about  six  miles  from  the  sea, 
on  a  river  which  meanders  beautifully  through  a  plea- 
sant country  ;  but  which  has  a  bar  at  the  entrance,  that 
renders  it  unnavigable  for  large  ships.     Small  vessels 
get  up  about  two  miles,  as  fiir  as  Marteen,  which  is  the 
quay  and  port  of  Tetuan.     The  town  is  walled  round 
with  square  towers  at  different  distances,  to  flank  the 
ciu-tains.     It  is  built  on  the  gentle  slope  of  a  hill ;  and 
the  houses  being  white,  with  flat  roofs,  have  the  ap- 
pearance at  a  distance  of  an  encampment.     The  build- 
ings are  so  contrived,  that  a  person  may  go  from  one 
end  of  the  town  to  the  other,  without  descending  into 
the  streets  ;  and  in  this  manner  their  women,  by  occu- 
pying the  upper  stories,  visit  each  other  without  being 
exposed  to  the  sight  of  the  male  sex  in  the  streets  be- 
low. 

The  town  has  a  manufactory,  and  carries  on  a  con- 
siderable trade,  principally  in  barter  :  the  road  is,  how- 
ever, so  exposed  towards  the  east,  that  ships  cannot 
remain  there  during  the  Levant  winds.   The  Moors  ex- 


change cattle,  poultry,  and  fruit,  for  other  articles ; 
ami  when  there  is  a  truce  between  the  powers,  supply 
several  parts  of  Spain  with  provisions.  The  oranges 
of  Tetuan  are  esteemed  the  largest  and  best  flavoured 
of  any  in  that  part  of  the  globe. 

The  enemy,  we  imagined,  were  not  a  little  alarmed 
by  the  casual  appearance  of  our  ships  on  the  morning 
of  the  2'2d ;  as,  f«ir  several  days  after,  they  were  busy 
in  removing  cannon  from  their  artillery-park  to  the 
difl'erent  batteries  along  the  coast.  At  Algeziras,  the 
top-masts  and  yards  of  the  men  of  war  were  struck, 
and  the  ships  hauled  as  close  in  land,  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  new  battery,  as  the  depth  of  water  would 
admit.  Several  Sjianish  oflicers  were  now  permitted 
to  return  on  their  parole  to  Spain.  The  24th,  the 
C:hilders  sailed  back  to  Tetuan  ;  and  soon  after  arrived 
a  British  letter  of  marque  from  Newfoimdland,  laden 
with  salt  fish. 

Whilst  the  fleet  remained  in  the  Bay,  the  Governor 
and  Garrison  were  often  honoured  with  the  presence  of 
the  Royal  Midshipman,  Prince  William  Henry  ;  and 
when  that  youthful  hero,  on  his  retm-n,  laid  his  early 
huu-els  at  the  feet  of  his  Royal  Father,  he  presented,  at 
the  same  time,  a  plan  of  the  garrison,  in  the  relief  of 
which  he  had  made  his  first  naval  essay.  In  that  plan 
were  delineated  the  improvements  which  the  place  had 
undergone,  arid  the  new  batteries  erected  on  the 
heights  since  the  commencement  of  the  blockade. 

The  mention  of  his  Royal  Highness  brings  to  my 
recollection  an  anecdote  of  him,  which  occurred  whilst 
the  fleet  was  in  the  Bay.  The  Spanish  Admiral,  Don 
Juan  Langara,  one  morning  visited  Admiral  Digby,  to 
whose  charge  the  Prince  was  entrusted ,  and  Don 
Langara  was  of  course  introduced  to  his  Royal  High- 
ness.    During  the  conference  between  the   Admirals, 
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Prince  William  retired ;  and  when  it  was  intimated 
that  Don  Juan  wished  to  return,  His  Royal  Highness 
appeared  in  his  character  of  midshipman,  and  respect- 
fully informed  the  Admiral  that  the  hont  was  ready. 
The  Spaniard,  astonished  to  see  the  son  of  a  Monarch 
acting  as  a  petty  officer,  immediately  exclaimed,  "  Well 
*'  does  Great  Britain  merit  the  empire  of  the  sea,  when 
*'  the  humblest  stations  in  her  Navy  are  supported  by 
*  Princes  of  the  Blood." 

Three  of  the  enemy,  on  the  25th,  deserted  to  the 
Garrison  ;  a  fourth  attempting  to  desert,  was  retaken, 
and  another  was  shot  by  the  pursuers  within  musket- 
shot  of  our  lines.     We  fired  from  Willis's  at  the  horse- 
men who  followed  them,  and  wounded  two  of  their 
horses.     The  deserters  said  it  was  reported,  that  the 
enemy  intended  bombarding  the  town  the  succeeding 
day.     For  several  preceding  months  we  had  reason, 
from  their  operations,  to  think  such  an  event  not  im- 
probable.    Seven  or  eight  mortar-batteries  had  been 
distributed  along  their  lines,  in  which,  according  to  our 
intelligence,  were  upwards  of  forty  mortars  :  these, 
with  the  cannon  bearing  on  the  garrison  from  their 
gun-batteries,  amounted  in  all  to  upwards  of  100  pieces 
of  ordnance.       They  therefore  were  not  unprepared 
for  such  service  ;  but  whether  the  circumstance  of  the 
Spanish    Admiral  and  officers  being  lodged  in  town 
might  not  at  that  time  in  some  degree  influence  their  con- 
duct, or  whether  they  were  overawed  by  the  strong  na- 
val  force  in  their  neighbourhood,  they  deferred  the 
bombardment  to  a  more  distant  period. 

Sir  George  arrived  in  the  Sandwich  from  Tetuan 
on  the  25th  ;  and  the  following  day,  the  prizes,  and  re- 
maining men  of  war,  were  all  at  anchor  in  the  Bay.  A 
council  of  war  was  immediately  held  on  the  Admiral's 
arrival ;  but  the  subject  of  their  debates  was  not  made 
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public.  Late  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  a  New- 
foundland vessel  with  fish,  coming  in,  approached  so 
close  to  the  enemy's  coast,  that  our  guard  boats  were 
obliged  to  bring  her  to  her  proper  birth.  ^ 

The  fortune  sloop  carried  over  to  Point  Mala,  on 
the  26th,  the  Spanish  wounded  prisoners:   Admiral 
Langara,\vith  his  suite,  still  remained  in  towTi.     Ad- 
miral Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney,  landed  on  the  27th 
at  Ragged-staff,  and,  after  visiting  the  Spanish  Admi- 
ral, dined  with  the  Governor.     Prince  William,  with 
Admiral   Digby,  &c.  likewise  dined  at  the  convent. 
The  same  day',   the  Governor  ordered  those  soldiers' 
wives  and  children,  who  were  not  provided  with  twelve 
months  provisions,  to  prepare    to  leave  the  garrison 
with  the  fleet :  250  lb.  of  flour,  or  360  lb.  of  biscuit, 
was  stated  as  sufficient  for  one  person.     By  this  regu- 
lation many  useless  hands  were  sent  home,  which  would 
have  been  a  vast  burthen  on  the  garrison,  circum- 
stanced as  we  afterwards  were.     The  evening  of  the 
28th,  the  Childers  sailed  for  England  with  dispatches 
from'  the  Admiral ;  but  meeting  with  a  gale  of  wind 
at  west,  she  was  compelled  to  return,  after  losing  her 
fore-yard,    and  throwing  four  guns  overboard.      At 
night  came  in  a  deserter  from  the  Walloon  guards. 

About  noon,  on  the  29th,  a  large  ship  appeared  from 
the  westward  ;  on  doubling  Cabrita  Point  she  was  dis- 
covered to  be  an  enemy.  Signals  were  instantly  made 
for  the  Edgar  and  two  frigates  to  attack  her.  In  the 
mean  time  the  Spaniard  seemed  greatly  confused,  but 
at  last  worked  close  in  land,  between  two  barbet  bat- 
teries at  the  Point.  Several  broadsides  were  exchang- 
ed between  her  and  the  Edgar,  whilst  the  frigates  at- 
tacked the  batteries.  They  were  however  after  some 
time  recalled,  the  Admiral  being  apprehensive  that 
they  might  sustain  greater  damage  from  the  land,  than 
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the  object  in  action  woul.l  excuse.     The  same  day  the 
second  battaUon  of  the  73d  regiment,  or  Lord  M  Leod  s 
Hiu'hlanders,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  George  Mac 
kenzie,  disembarked  from  on  board  the  fleet  at  the  New 
mole,   and  took  possession  of  the   casemates  m   the 
KiniT's  bastion,  &c.     This  regiment  ^vas  mtended   or 
Minorca ;  but  General  Eliott  thought  proper,  with  the 
advice  of  the  Admirals,  &c.  to  detain  them.     ThtMr 
strength  at  this  time  was  30  officers,  6  staff  officers,  oO 
Serjeants,  22  drummers,  and  944  rank  and  file  ;  an  ex- 
cellent reinforcement  in  our  situation,  since  the  scurvy 
had  already  begun  to  appear  among  us.     Colonels  Fic- 
ton    and  Mawhood,  with  many  other  officers,  jomed 
their  corps  also  by  this  fleet.     On  the  night  of  the  29th 
came  in  three  more  Walloons.     The  Minorca  convoy 
sailed  on  the  31st,  under  the  Marlborough,  Invmcible, 
&c.     The  wind  changing  to  the  east  in  the  evening, 
the  Childers  made  another  attempt  to  pass  the  Straits  : 
which  she  eftected,  and  carried  home  dispatches  givmg 
authentic  accounts  of  the  preceding  victory. 

Sir  George,  when  he  captured  the    Caracca  fleet, 
judged  that  the  cai-goes  of  several  would  be  useful  to 
the  Garrison :  he  therefore  brought  with  him  what  ships 
he  thought  would  be  serviceable,   and  landed   their 
freights  along  with  the  supplies  which  Government  had 
sent  out.     A  great  number  of  guns  of  heavy  metal,  and 
some  hundred  barrels  of  powder,  were  also  purchased 
from  the  Spanish  prizes  by  the  Governor,  notwithstand- 
ing he  had  received  a  large  supply  of  the  latter  by  the 
convoy.     The  artillery  (whose  constant  practice  it  was 
to  try  the  strength  of  the  powder  on  tht-  batteries)  af- 
terwards compared  the  quality  and  strength  of  the  Bri- 
tish and  Spanish  powdtr,  and  found  the  former  greatly 
superior. 
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In  the  beginning  of  February,  the  wind  from  the  S.  W. 
blew  a  strong  gale,  which,  from  the  foulness  of  the  ancho- 
rage off  Rosia  Bay,  &c.  involved  the  fleet  in  great  dis- 
tress. Some  of  them  were  in  very  imminent  danger  of  be- 
ing forced  upon  the  rocks,  particularly  one  of  the  Spanish 
prizes,  which,  without  doubt,  woubl  have  experienced 
that  fate,  if  seasonable  assistance  had  not  been  sent  her, 
and  the  wind  had  not  abated.      The  3d,  Admiral  Bar- 
celo  again  hoisted  his  flag  and  ensign,  having  secured 
his  ships  by  a  >trong  boom,  and  completed  the  battery 
on  the  land,  which  mounted  22  guns.      Merlons  were 
also  added  to  the  fort  on  the  island,  which  before  was 
en  barbet. 

Three  deserters  came  in  on  the  5th  ;  they  were  im- 
mediately sent  on  board  the  fleet,  where  the  others  had 
been  ordered  the  preceding  day,  to  take  their  passage 
for  England.     These  men  gave  dismal  accounts  of  the 
enemy's  sufferings  in  camp,  where  universal  discontent 
prevailed  on  account  of  the  great  scarcity  and  dearness 
of  provisions.      We  little  doubted  the  truth  of  this  intel- 
ligence :  the  neighbourhood  of  their  camp,  from  our 
own  knowledge  of  the  country,  was  not  capable  of  sub- 
sisting so  large  an  army ;  consequently  they  were  ob- 
liged to  be  supplied  with  provisions,  &c.  from  places  at 
a  distance  ;  and  these  resources,  since  Admiral  Rod- 
ney's arrival,  had  been  cut  off.     Our  cruisers,  in  truth, 
not  only  obstructed  these  supplies,  but  also  prevented 
the  garrison  of  Ceuta  from  receiving  the  refreshments 
from  Spain  which  their  situation  made  necessary  ;  and 
our  intelligence  from  Barbary  mentioned,  that  that  gar- 
rison was  in  a  similar,  if  not  worse  condition,  than  their 
opposite  friends.     If  Sir  George  therefore  had  continu- 
ed some  time  longer  in  the  Mediterranean,  our  ene- 
mies probably  would  have  been  reduced  to  greater  dif- 
ficulties than  wc  oui'sclvcs  had  experienced. 
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As  this  fortress  is  iiiboua-  dc-reo  connected  with  the 
subject  of  the  present  narrative,  it  may  not  he  improper 
to  relieve  the  reader's  attention  by  ahriefdescrii)tion  of 
it.    The  town  of  Ceuta  is  situated  on  tho  coast  of  Bju-ba- 
ry,  about  15  miles  to  tlie  southward  of  Gibraltar.     In 
tile  era  of  the  Romans  it  was  a  town  of  some  note,  but  on 
the  decline  of  tliat  empire,  fell,  like  others,  to  the  do- 
minion of  the  Goths  and  Moors.     Ceuta  remained  in 
the  possession  of  the  latter,  till  the  year   1414,  when 
John  I.   King  of  Portugal,  with  a  formida]>le  force, 
surprised  and  took  it.     The  Moors  afterwards  made 
many  attempts  to  recover  it,  but  in  vain  ;  and  ever 
since,  it  has  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  Chris- 
tians.    Upon  the  demise  of  Henry  of  Portu.fral,  in  1  j78, 
that  crown  was  seized  upon  by  the  Spaniards  ;   Ceuta 
consequently  became  a  Spanish  garrison  :  and  when  the 
Portuguese  revolted,  under  John  Duke  of  Braganza, 
in  1G40,  and  again  established  themselves  into  a  dis- 
tinct kingdom,  Ceuta  did  not,  with  the  rest  of  the  Em- 
pire, return  to  its  natural  allegiance,  but  continued  in 
the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  by  w  hom  it  has  been  held 

ever  since. 

Being  a  promontory  projecting  into  the   sea,  the 
situation  of  Ceuta  is  not  nmch  different  from  that  of 
Gibraltar.     The  town,  which  is  built  on  the  neck  of 
land  that  joins  it  to  the  Continent,  is  strongly  fortified 
in  the  modern  manner.     The  suburbs  are  at  some  dis- 
tance, in  order  to  be  more  out  of  reach  of  the  shells, 
in  case  of  an  attack  from  the  land  ;  and  they  extend  to 
the  foot  of  a  mountain,  at  the  extremity  of  the  penin- 
sula, on  which  are  erected  a  watch  tower  and  castle, 
surrounded  with  a  fortified  wall,  about  a  leagiie  in  cir- 
cumference.    The  fortifications  are  kept  in  good  repair 
by  slaves,   who  are  sentenced  to  this  punishment  from 
the  (lifferent  prisons  in   Spain ;  and  a  strong  garrison 
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is  kept  in  the  fortress,  to  prevent  a  surprise  from  the 
Moors,  who,  like  the  Spaniards  with  respect  to  Gibral- 
tar  have  a  watchful  eye  over  it.  The  city  is  regularly 
furnished  with  provisions  from  the  opposite  ports  in 
Spain ;  and  being  destitute  of  water,  which  was  for- 
merly conducted  bv  an  aqueduct  from  the  neighbour- 
hood,  is  supplied  with  that  article  from  Estepona,  a 
small  Spanish  fishing-town  about  nine  leagues  to  the 
eastward  of  Gibraltar. 

Ai.oth-r  deserter  came  in  on  the  10th  of  February. 
The  day  following,  the  invalids  and  women  embarked 
on  boai-d  the  fleet.  By  the  Pith  the  supplies  were  all 
landed,  and  the  rigging  of  the  Spanish  prizes  being 
repaired,  the  fleet  prepared  to  return.  The  same  day 
a  flag  of  truce  brought  over  some  English  prisoners: 
one  of  them,  the  master  of  a  merchantman,  which  had 
been  taken  in  her  voyage  to  the  Garrison,  informe«l  us 
that  the  boom  at  Alge/iras  was  a  twenty-two-inch 
cable-rope,  buoyed  up  by  casks,  to  prevent  our  sending 
fire-sliips  among  their  shipping. 

The    Spani>h   Admiral,  having  regulated  with   Mr 
George   Bodney  every  thing  concerning  the  exchange 
and  release  of  prisoners,  was  permitted,   on  the  13th, 
to  return  upon  his  parole  into   Spain.     He  was  con- 
ducted,  Vith  part  of  his  suite,  in  tlie   Governor's  car- 
riage, to  the  Spanish  lines,  where  he  was  received  by 
his  friends,   and  with  them  proceeded  on  to  the  camp. 
The  succeeding  day,    the  remainder  of  the    Spanish 
officers  were  taken  bv  the  Fortune  sloop,  and  landed 
at  the   Orange-grove.     Lieut.   Williams,  of  the  nays , 
(who    after  takintr  possessi(»n  of  one  of  the  Spanish 
urizel  in  the  action  off  St.  Mary's,  was  obliged  to  run 
her    ashore  near    Cadiz,  and  surrender  himself  pri- 
soner)   returned,  with    another  officer,   on  board   the 
sloop    to  the  Garrison.     The  liberal  an-l  p<.hte  beha- 
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viour  of  the  Navy  and  the  Governor  to  Don  Langara 
and  his  countrymen,  made  a  sensible  and  lasting  im- 
pression on  their  minds,  and  was,  confessedly,  of  great 
advantage  to  the  English  prisoners  in  Spain  ;  particu- 
larly to  those  taken  in  our  neighbourhood,  who  ever 
afterwards  were  treated  with  great   attention  and  hu- 

manity. 

In  the  evening  of  the  13th,  the  British  fleet  got 
under  way,  excepting  the  Edgar  and  the  Panther  ships 
of  the  line,  the  Enterprise  and  Porcupine  frigates, 
which  were  left  behind,  as  great  part  of  their  crews 
had  been  removed  to  man  the  prizes.  The  enemy, 
on  their  appearing  in  motion,  immediately  gave  the 
alarm,  which  was  communicated  by  signals  from  their 
towers  along  the  coasts  towards  Cadiz.  At  dusk,  few 
of  our  ships  were  in  sight  from  the  upper  part  of  the 
hill. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

• 

The  Spaniards  renew  the  blockade.— Attempt  to  burn  our 
shipping  bv  nine  fire-sbips,  but  miscarry.- Gun-boats — 
Garrison  again   distressed—Enemy  eflectually    cut   off 
the  supplies  from  liarbary. —Break  ground  in  advance 
from  their  lines.— Scurvy  very  prevalent.— Greatly   re- 
lieved bv  the  use  of  lemons.— Mode  of  using  this  vege- 
table acid— Garrison  obtain  a  few  supplies  fromMin- 
orca— Enemy   retarded   in  their    operations.— Spirited 
action  between  the  Enemy  and  an  English   polacre.— 
Garrison   obliged  to    quit  the   gardens  on   the    neutral 
ground— Tangier— Speedwell    cutter    arrives    after    a 
spirited  engagement.— A  Spy  discovered— :Mr.  Logie, 
the  British   Consul  in  Barbary,  expelled  the  Emperor  s 
dominions.— Cruel  treatment   which  he    and  tlie   other 
British  subjects    experienced. — Cause  of  this  event.— A 
memorial  from  the  Officers  of  the  Garrison.— Great  dis- 
tress of  the  troops.— The  Kite  cutter,  Captain  Trollop, 
arrives  with   intelligence  that  the   British  fleet  is  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Straits. 

The  Garrison  mijxht  now  be  considered  in  a  very  per- 
fect state  of  defence.  The  scurvy  indeed  had  begun 
to  affect  many,  and  threatened  to  become  more  gen- 
eral;  but  we  flattered  ourselves  that  the  enemy  would 
give  up  their  intention  of  starving  us  to  a  surrender, 
and,  by  relaxing  in  their  vigilance  at  sea,  might  afford 
us  an  opportunity  of  receiving  constant  sujjpUes  of 
those  articles  most  essential  to  health.  Our  stores  and 
magazines  were  full ;  a  reinforcement  had  joined  the 
garrison  ;  and  new  spirits  were  infused  into  the  troops, 
sineo  thev  were  convinced,   from  the  powerful  force 
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sent  to  their  relief,  that  they  were  not  forgotten  in  the 
multiplicity  of  objects  which  necessarily  engaged  the 
attention  of  our  friends  at  home.  :.   ,      /,    ♦  ♦ 

Admiral  Duff  having'  returned  on  board  the  fleet  to 
England,  the  command  of  the  squadron  that  remained 
in  the  Bav,  consequently  devolved  on  Captam  Eliott 
of  the  Edgar,  who,  on  the  14th  of  February,  hoisted 
his  broad  pendant  as  Commodore. 

The  16th  of  the  same  month,  Admiral  Barcelo  re- 
moved  the  boom  at  Algeziras,  and  warped  out  to  his 
former    anchorage,   immediately   detaching   his  small 
craft   to    Cabrita  Point,   to   intercept   any  ships  that 
mic'ht  attempt  coming  in.     In  the  afternoon,  the  ene- 
my  executed  two  men  in  camp,  who,  it  was  imagined, 
had  been  retaken  in  attempting  to  desert :  their  bodies 
were  not  cut  down  until  the  20th.     This  punishment 
seemed  however  to  have  little  effect ;  for  at  night  three 
others   came  in,    having  swam  round  Fort  Barbara. 
The  multitude  of  deserters  from  the  Spanish  lines  dur- 
ing  the  whole  of  the  siege,  is  one  of  the  circumstances 
least  capable   of  a   satisfactory   explanation.       What 
could  these  unhappy  men  expect  in  a  confined  and 
blockaded  garrison,  and  even  at  a  time  when  they  could 
not  fail  to  be  acquainted  with  the  distress  and  difficul- 
ties  under  which  we  laboured  ?    The  very  act  of  escap- 
ing  was   attended   with   innumerable    dangers:    and 
should  the   Garrison  afterwards  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  they  were  certain  to  meet  with  the  severest 
punishment.     There  is,  however,  a  kind  of  heroism  in 
the  passions  :  disgust,  or  resentment,  will  prompt  men 
to  overlook  dangers  and  difficulties,  which,  m  the  line 
of  their  duty,  would  be  esteemed  insurmountable. 

A  Venetian  came  in  from  the  west,  on  the2lst ;  she 
spoke  the  British  fleet  all  well  to  the  west  of  Cape  St. 
Vincent.     The  subsequent  day,  a   Dutch  prize,  laden 
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with  flour,  was  sent  in  by  the  Maidstone  privateer, 
which  arrived  herself  on  the  23d.  Several  other  ves- 
sels came  in  during  the  intermediate  time  to  the  27th : 
when  a  Spanish  squadron  of  four  line-of-battle  ships, 
two  frigates,  and  a  xebeque,  joined  Admiral  Barcelo 
from  the  west,  and  again  blocked  up  the  port.  From 
the  patched  and  disorderly  appearance  of  their  sails 
and  rigging,  it  was  conjectured  that  they  were  fitted 
up  in  haste,  and  solely  for  the  duty  of  the  blockade  ;  it 
gave  us  however  some  uneasiness  to  find  them  again 
likely  to  adopt  their  former  system. 

At  day-break  on  the  preceding  day,  we  discovered 
a  vessel  at  anchor  off  Waterport,  which  we  fired  upon, 
supposing  her  to  be  a  Spaniard  :  she  immediately  sent 
her  boat  to  Ragged-staff,  and  informed  us  that  she  was 
of  Naples,  and  bound  to  London  ;  that  she  had  touched 
at  Minorca,  and  had  on  board  two  English  discharged 
soldiers,  and  two  women  passengers.     The  boat  re- 
turned,  and   soon   after   went  on   shore  at   Fort   St. 
Philip,  where  it  remained  about  half  an  hour.     In  the 
evening  the  enemy  fired  a  shot  at  the  vessel ;  upon 
which  she  sent  her  boat  a  second  time  ashore  :  we  an- 
swered the  shot  from    Willis's  :  nevertheless  at  night 
she  went  over  unperceived  to  Algeziras. 

In  the  beginning  of  March,  three  regiments  decamp- 
ed  from  the  enemv's   army,  and  took  different  routes. 
On  the  night  of  the  2d,  two  Genoese  sailors  who  had 
formerly  belonged  to  a  privateer  of  the  Garrison,  came 
over  to  us  in  a  small  boat  from  Algeziras.     The  follow- 
ing day  a  Spanish  convoy  under  a  Commodore  arrived 
in  the   Bay,  from   the  west.     The   Governor,  on  the 
11  th,   ordered  the   Garrison  to  be   victualled  monthly 
(bread  excepted)  in  the  following  proportion:    for  a 
soldier,  each  first  and  third  week,  1  lb.  of  pork,  2^  lb. 
of  salt  fish,  which  had  been  purchased  from  the   New- 
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foundland  ship  ;  2  pints  of  pease  ;   1  lb.  of  flour  ;  \  lb. 
of  raisins;   1   lb.  of  rice;  5  oz.   of  butter:   U  pint  of 
oatmeal.     Second  and  fourth  week,  U  lb.  of  beef,  2  lb. 
offish,  2  pints  of  pease,  1  lb.  of  rice,  5  oz.  of  butter, 
U  lb.  of  wheat,       lb.  of  raisins.     The  salt  cod  being 
indifferent  of  its  kind,  and  the  soldiers  not  havinnf  pro- 
per vegetables  to  dress  with  it,  proved  very  pernicious. 
This  article  continued  to  be  delivered  for  near  seven 
months  ;  and  undoubtedly,  in  a  great  degree,  promoted 
that  dreadful  disorder,   the  scurvy,  which,  before   Sir 
George  Rodney  arrived,  had  made  its  appearance,  and 
afterwards  became   very  general  and  fatal.     The   Go- 
vernor, however,  in  this   new  distribution,  considered 
the  hospital,  whose  proportion  of  salt  meat  was  less,  and 
more  nourishing  articles  issued  in  stead. 

Notwithstanding  the  repeated  assurances  from  the 
Spaniards,  that  the   English  prisoners  in  our  neigh- 
bourhood should  be  exchanged  for  those  taken  with 
Admiral  Langara  none  were  yet  sent  in  agreeably  to 
that  Admiral's  promise  :   Conunodore  Eliott  was  there- 
fore under  the  necessity  of  making  a  formal  demand, 
and,  to  enforce  it,  told  them,  if  they  did  not  comply,  he 
should  expect  the  Spanish  Admiral  would  return  with 
the  officers  then  upon  their  parole.     This  convinced 
them  the  Commodore  was  no  longer  to  be  trifled  with  ; 
accordingly,  on  the   12th,  about  390  British  seamen 
were  received  on  board  the  Fortune  sloop,  and  distri- 
buted amongst  the  men  of  war,  whose  crews,  as  I  have 
mentioned  before,  were  sent  to  man  the  Spanish  prizes. 
The  same  day  a  ^Ioori>h  sloop  came  in  from  Malaga, 
and  brought  intelligence  that  the  enemy  had  fitted  up 
several  fire-ships  in  the  Bay.     In  the  evening,  three  of 
the  72d  absented  themselves  from  their  corps:  search 
was  made  the  succeeding  day,  and  two  of  them  were 
discovered  a>leep  in  a  cave,  behind  the   Sugar- Loaf 
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Point.  They  had  cut  up  their  working-dresses  mto 
shreds,  which  were  tied  together  to  favour  their  descent 
down  the  rock  :  and  it  is  imagined  the  following  night 
they  would  have  repeated  their  attempt  to  get  off. 
One  of  these  men  was  afterwards  executed,  but  the 
other  was  pardoned. 

The  Fly  packet  arrived  the  Uth,  with  an  English 
mail.  In  the  afternoon  the  Maidstone  came  in,  with  a 
settee  prize,  which  the  Captain  had  cut  out  of  Malaga 
road.  A  privateer,  called  the  Alert,  beat  in  from  the 
west  on  the  15th,  notwithstanding  an  ea.«;terly  wind.  A 
prize  following  her  was  taken  off  Cabrita  Point.  The 
17th,  the  enemy  sent  in  41  British  seamen,  who  were 
distributed  as  before. 

The  enemy  at  this  time  were  not  particularly  employ- 
ed. Some  new  arrangements  were  made  in  their  ar- 
tillerv-park  ;  and  in  their  camp  they  were  busy  collect- 
ing brush- wood  for  fascines,  which  caused  various  con- 
jectures  in  the  Garrison  concerning  their  future  opera- 
tions. A  salute  and  feu-de-joie  were  fired  in  then- 
camp  on  the  lUth,  supposed  to  be  occasioned  by  the 
birth  of  a  son  to  the  Princess  of  Asturias.  The  night 
of  the  23d,  the  Alert  sailed  with  dispatches  for  England, 
and  on  the  29th,  we  received  from  the  enemy  more 
English  prisoners.  In  the  course  of  the  month  the 
Garrison  lost  four  men  by  desertion. 

April  wis  not  remarkable  for  any  events  of  moment. 
On  the  2d,  the  Porcupine  frigate.  Sir  Charles  Knowles, 
Bart,  sailed  to  the  eastward  on  a  cruise.  The  5th,  ar- 
rived the  Fly  packet ;  she  reported  that  a  merchant- 
man, bound  to  the  Garrison,  had  been  obliged  by  a 
north  wind,  when  she  was  almost  arrived  in  the  Bay, 
to  pass  to  the  eastward,  and  put  into  Tetuan,  where 
she  waited  a  fiivourabie  opportunity  to  renew  her 
attempt.      The  I«ortune  slo(»p,  on  the  Gth,  took  over  to 
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the  cnoniv  300  Spaniards,  who  ha.l  been  confined  as 
nrisoncrs'for  some  time  in  onr  Navy-hospital.     She  re- 
Lne<l  vith  nine  British,  and  two  days  after  took  over 
O80  prisoners.     The  night  of  the  12th,  a  sloop,  with 
two  tett-es,  came  in  from  Tangier  :  the  former  hrough 
a  packet  from  Mr.  Logic;  and  the  latter,  cattle,  and 
other  acceptable  articles.     The  following  day  we  ob- 
served the  enemy  forming  a  bridge  of  pontons  across 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Guadaranque.      At  mght,  the 
Hyena  frigate,  Capt.   Thompson,  arrived  in   thirteen 
days  from>.nglan.l.     She  was  chased  by  the  enemy  s 
cruisers,  and  fired  at,  but  received  very  little  dam;^^e. 
The  ^Olh  the  i:d-ar,  C.>mmodore  Eliott,  and  the  Hy- 
ena, with'a  privateer,  sailed  to  the  west,  notwithstand- 
ing  the  enemy's  superiority  in  the  Bay.      Admiral  Bar- 
celo  seemed  to  suspect  their  intention  ;  for  instan  ly 
on  their  appearing  under  sail,  he  ma<le  a  signal  for  his 
squadron   to   pursue.     Tlie    Edgar   and  her   consor 
w  ere,  however,  out  of  sight  before  the  Spaniards  got 
abreast  of  Cabrita  Point. 

Towards  the  conclusion  of  the  month,  the  enemy 
were  more  active  in  their  camp,  and  sometimes  in  the 
lines  ;  to  which  place  they  brought  down  a  great  quan- 
tity of  fascines.  They  were  chiefly  employed  in  raising 
the  boyau,  and  making  repairs,  which  were  however 
so  trilling,  that  our  artillery  did  not  disturb  them. 
Besides  the  arrivals  already  noted,  we  received  supplies 
by  two  or  three  boats  from  the  Barbary  coast ;  and  in 
the  course  of  the  month,  three  deserters  came  over 
from  the  enemy,  one  of  whom  swam  from  T  esse  s  bat- 

terv  to  Landport. 

May  was  not  less  barren  of  interesting  ocurrences 
than  the  preceding  month.  Several  deserters  attempted 
to  tret  in  but  some  were  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  over- 
taken bv'their  pursuers.     These  wretches  were  gencr- 
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ally  executed  the  succeeding  day,  but  the  example  di«i 
not  deter  others  from  similar  attempts. 

The  4th,  the  Fly  returned  with  fowl-^,  leather,  and 
fruit.  Two  days 'following,  the  enemy's  army  were 
under  arms  in  two  divisions,  and  performed  a  sham  en- 
gagement. One  division  took  post  on  the  eminence 
above  the  Stone-quarry,  under  the  Qneon  of  Spain's 
chair,  and  was  attacked  by  the  otiier  from  below.  Af- 
ter a  smart  cannonade,  and  brisk  discharge  of  musket- 
ry, the  party  above  gave  way  ;  but  the  night  prevented 
our  observing  the  conclusion.  The  succeeding  day, 
the  Fortune  received  from  a  Spanisli  flag  of  truce,  47 
prisoners,  very  few  of  whom  w  ere  British.  At  night 
small  arms  were  discharged  on  the  nt-utral  ground,  sup- 
posed to  be  at  some  deserters  who  were  coining  off. 
One  Walloon  reached  the  barrier,  and  informed  us 
that  several  of  his  comrades  agreed  to  follow  him. 
The  10th,  two  men  were  executed  in  the  Spanish  camp  ; 
probaldy  the  same  who  were  retaken. 

Another  deserter,  belonging  to  the  regiment  of  Es- 
tremadura,  came  in  on  the  11th,  and  was  remarkable 
for  being  the  fir.-t  native  of  Spain  who  deserted.  The 
Spanish  infantry  in  general  is  raised  upon  a  local  esta- 
blishment. Each  district  is  required,  by  an  ancient  law 
called  the  Quinta,  to  furnish  a  certain  proportion  of 
troops  ;  ai^d  the  men  are  enrcdled  for  about  seven  or 
eight  vears  service,  after  which  time  they  are  permitted 
to  return  to  their  respective  provinces  :  and,  as  the 
Spaniards  are  all  strongly  attached  to  their  native 
spot,  desertion  is  consequently  less  common  with  them 
than  with  any  other  troops.  Most  of  the  men  who  de- 
serted to  us,  came  from  those  regiments  in  their  ser- 
vice which  are  composed  of  foreigners. 

A  Swede  was  brought-to  from  Europn,  the  loth,  and 
fjbliged  to  eome  in.      We  were  much  disappointed  in 
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her   lading,   which  was  salt.       We  hud   a   feNv   days 
before  received  some  supplies  from  Tangier  ;  and  on 
the  18th  two  boats  arrived  from  Tetuan,  with  f(.wls 
;uKl  oil :  the  latter  reported  that  the  Fly  packet   which 
had  left  us  on  the  11th,  v.  as  driven  ashore  on  the  liar- 
bary  coast  by  the  enemy's  cruisers,  who,  after  the  crew 
had^uitted  her,  took  possession.     We  were  much  con 
cerned  at  this  intelligence  ;  for  the  Fly  was  a  fast  sail- 
er  and  had  been  very  fortunate  in  frequently  passmg 
in'and  out  unobserved.      The  •20th,  came  m  a  Moonsh 
sloop  from  Malaga,  with  butter,  raisms   and  leather 
the  Lter  article  was  much  wanted;  mdeed,  so  scarce 
,,as  it  become  in  the  garrison,  that  several  officers,  and 
„,ost  of  the  men,  had  been  necessitated  to  wear  shoes 
made  of  canvas,  with  soles  of  spun  yarn. 

A  Letter  of  Marque  arrived  on  the  2ath  from  Leg- 
horn  with  wine,  oil,  and  other  articles:  a  very  valuable 
c"rg;  to  the  Garrison.  On  the  30th  the  enemy's  army 
were  again  under  arms.  Their  mancruvres  on  hat 
lay  w^re  the  attack  and  defence  of  a  convoy.  TlK.r 
parties,  as  in  the  last  month,  continued  arranging  the 
LdnanU  in  their  artillery-park,  -;};-"^-\f  ^^  ^^^ 
the  lines,  materials  for  the  repair  of  their  works.  Our 
artillery,  however,  took  little  notice  of  them. 

In  th;  beginning  of  June  we  received  some  season- 
able  supplies  by  the  arrival  of  three  boats  from  Te- 
tuan  and  one  from  Tangier.     By  the  latter  we  had 
n  diigence,  that  the  Fox  packet,  from   Faro,  and  a 
S    -ere  at  that  place,  waiting  an   opportunity  to 
getfn ;  and  bv  this,  or  one  of  the  former  vessels,  Mr 
logic  gave  information  that  the  enemy  had  prepa^^^^^ 
several  fire-ships,  to  burn  our  shipping  in  the    laj. 
Two  months  hire,  he  had  intimated  to  Commodore 
Eli.  tt,  that  the  Spaniards  had  five  fire-ships  in  readme, 
for  immediate  use ;  and  that  they  had  once  madt  an 
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attempt  to  send  them  over,  but  the  wind  failed.  Re- 
peating the  intelligence,  therefore,  at  this  time,  was 
peculiai'ly  fortunate,  as  the  next  night  they  attempted 
to  put  in  execution  their  design.  The  same  day,  a 
Spanish  ship  of  the  line  sailed  from  Algeziras,  to  the 
eastward. 

Our  naval  force,  at  this  period  consisted  of  the  Pan- 
ther  of  GO  guns,   Capt.   Harvey,  (who,  since  Commo- 
dore Eliott's  departure,  commanded  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean)  ;  the  Enterprise  frigate.  Captain  Lesley  ;  two 
armed  vessels  commanded  by  lieutenants,  with  several 
armed  transports ;  and  other  ships,  belonging  to  mer- 
chants.    On  the  morning  of  the  7th,  a  little  after  mid- 
night,  the  Enterprise,  which  was  anchored  to  the  north- 
ward, off  the  New-mole  head,  discovered  several  sail 
approaching  her  from  the  opposite  side  of  the   Bay : 
they  were  hailed ;  but  before  satisfactory  answers  could 
be  received,  several  fire- works  and  inflammable  sub- 
stances were  thrown  on  board,  and  six  fire-ships  sud- 
denly appeared  in  the  form  of  a  crescent,  bearing  down 
upon  her  and  the  ordnance-ships  in   the  New   mole. 
Captain  Lesley,  with  immediate  presence  of  mind,  in- 
stantly fired  three  guns  to  alarm  his  friends,  and  cutting 
his  cable,  drove  closer  in  shore.       The  Panther  and 
shipping,'on  the  appearance  of  the  enemy,  immediately 
commenced  a  brisk  cannonade  to  retard  their  progress  ; 
and,  manifing  their  boats,  the  officers  and  seamen,  with 
their  usual  intrepidity,  grappled  the  «hips  :  and,   not- 
withstanding the  fierceness  of  the  flames,  towed  them 
clear  of  our  vessels  under  the  walls,  where  they  were 
afterwards  extinguished.        Besides   these   six,    which 
were  intended  for  the  New  mole,  three  others  were 
lighted,  and  directed  towards  the  Panther,  at  anchor 
off  Buena- Vista  :  but  one  was  towed  off  by  the  boats, 
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and  the  other  two  were  at  so  gi'eata  distance  that  they 
drove  out  to  sea  to  the  eastward. 

The  Garrison  was  as  early  aUirmed  as  the  Navy. 
The  drums  beat  to  arms ;  the  guards  were  all   upon 
their    delence ;    and  the  pii«iuets,   with  the   different 
regiments,    assembled  at  their  posts,    and   continued 
under  arms  till  day-broak.      The   artillery  from   the 
batteries  secondetl  the  fire  from  the  ships  ;    but  the 
darkness  of  the  night  prevented  any  certain  knowledge 
of  the  effect.     The  wind,   which  was  favourable  for 
their  purpose  in  the  beginning  of  the  night,  fortunately 
grew  still   when  they   were  most  in  need  of  it.      The 
largest  of  them,  nevertheless,  would  certainly  have  got 
into  the  New  mole  amongst  the  ordnance-transports, 
had  not  a  few  bar-shot,  from  a  thirty-two  pounder  at 
the  Mole-head,    turned  her  round,    and   the   current 
carried  her  into  Rosia  Bay. 

The   navy,   on  this  occasion,   cannot  be  too  highly 
commended  for  their  courage,  conduct,  and  alertness. 
Their  intrepidity  overcame  every  obstacle  :  and  though 
three  of  the  ships  were  linked  with  chains  and  strong 
cables,  and  every  precaution  was  taken  to  render  them 
successful,  yet,  with  uncommon  resolution  and  activity, 
the   British*  seamen  separated,  and  towed  ashore  the 
vessels,  witli  no  other  injury  t(3  themselves  than  a  few 
bruises.     Tlie  deMgn  all  together,  t  o  do  justice  to  the 
ingenuity   of  Don    Barcelo,  was  well  projected  ;  and 
his   squadron  jiiJiciously  stationed  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Bay,  to  intercept  our  men  of  war  in  case  they  had 
attempted  to   escape  from  the  fire-ships.     We  after- 
wards were  informed,  that  Admiral  Barcelo  proposed 
to  Don  Alvarez,  to  draw  off  our  attention  from  the 
southward  by  opening  his  land-batteries  on  the  town. 
\Vitliout  doubt  such  a  proceeding  would  have  diverted 
the  attention  of  the  Garrison  in  some  measure  from 
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the  shipping:  but,  as  the  navy  had  the  principal,  nay, 
1  may  say,  the  sole  honour  of  opposing  the  fire-ships, 
their'  endeavours  would  not  have  been  less  strenuous, 
nor  of  course  less  successful. 

The  hulls  of  the  fire-ships  were  soon  after  broke  up 
and  sold  to  the  inhabitants  for  fuel,  and  proved  a 
most  seasonable  relief.  Firing  was  become  a  more 
important  article  than  before  ;  which  may  appear  very 
extraordinary  to  the  reader,  when  he  looks  back  to  the 
short  time  which  had  elapsed  since  the  departure  of 
Sir  George  Rodney's  fleet ;  but  it  is  necessary  to  in- 
form him,  that  the  colliers  intended  for  the  Garrison, 
were  too  late,  in  coming  round  from  the  Downs,  to  join 
at  Spithead  :  Sir  George  Rodney  therefore  sailed  with- 
out them. 

The  morning  of  the  8th,  arrived  the  Fox  packet,  and 
another  vessel  from  Faro  ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  10th 
and  12th,  four  boats  came  in  from  Tetuan  and  Tan- 
gier,  with  various  cargoes  :  the  Patrons  reported   it 
was 'current  at  Tangier,  that  we  killed  14  or  15  men 
in  the  attack  of  the  fire-ships,  and  that  the  Spaniards 
had  several  more  fire-ships  ready  in  the   Bay,  with 
which  it  was  not  improbable  they  might  make  a  second 
attempt.     Our  navy  were  consequently  very  vigilant, 
and  kept    a  good  look-out.     For  some  weeks  past  we 
had  l)een;'emarkably  successful  in  receiving  these  small 
and  very    acceptable  supplies.     Their  cruisers,  how- 
ever, now  began  to  be  more  alert,  and  appeared  to  be 
stationed  v^hh  better  judgment.     On  the  15th,  a  boat 
was  taken  coming  in,  but  her  consort  escaped  ;  and  on 
the  20th,  another  arrived  from  Tangier,  which  brought 
intelligence,  that   a   large  ship,   with  coals  and  but- 
ter, bound  to  the  Garrison,  was  captured  by  the  Span- 
iards, two  days  before,  under  the  guns  of  Tangier. 
The  24th,  several  broadsides  were  exchanged  between 
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four  of  the  enemy's  ships,  passing  to  Algezir.-us  and  onr 
shipping,  and  batteries  at  the  southward,  borne  tt^> 
shot  came  ashore,  but  no  particuha-  damage  was  ro- 
ceived.  The  Enterprise  had  eighteen  sailors  burnt  by 
the  explosion  of  some  powder. 

Early  on  the  'IHK  four  Spanish  gun-boats,  with  a  xe- 
beque  and  two  gallies,  approached  under  cover  of  the 
night,  and  fired  upon  the  Panther.     A  brisk  disharge 
was  however  returned,  and  they  soon  retired.     One 
.hot   struck  the  south  pavilion,  and  three  were  fired 
through   the  Panther.     This  mode  of  annoyance  the 
enemy  afterwards  greatly  improved  upon.    These  boats 
were  stronglv  built,  but  ill  finished  :  they  had  a  smal 
mast  inclining  forward  from  the  centre  of  the  boat   al- 
most  over  the  bow  ;  upon  which  was  hoisted  a  Uitine 
yard  and  sail,  which,  at  anchor,  served  as  an  awnmgto 
the  men  on  board.     They  rowed  astonishingly  swift, 
and  each  carried  a  twenty-six  pounder  in  the  bow. 
AVe  never  had  a  good  opportunity  of  making  any  satis- 
factory  observations  on  them,  but  judgt^  from  their 
size  that  they  were  about  70  feet  long,  and  20  broad. 
In  the  beginning  of  July,  the  Panther  man  of  war  re- 
ceiving upwards  of  100  English  prisoners  from  the  ene- 
my    Captain  Harvey  sailed  for  England.     Some  alter- 
ations  and  additions  took  place  the  same  day  in  the  gar- 
rison detail.     The  4th,  the  Fortune  brought  over  more 
British  prisoners.     We  had  received  some  supplies  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days  by  two  Moorish  boats  -and 
thev  were  followed  on  the  Uth  of  July,  by  one  from 
Tan<ner,  which  informed  us  of  a  tleet  having  been  seen 
off  that  coast,  and  that  two  boats  had  been  taken,  com- 
in<^  into  the  Bav.     The  fieet  here  mentioned  was  the 
combined  fieet  of  France  and  Spain,  which  soon  after 
..aptured  our   outward-bound   Ea<t  and   West  India 
fleets,  and  carried  them  into  Cadiz. 


The  recent  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  burn  the  ship- 
ping and  store-houses  at  the  southward,  added  to  the 
intelligence  which  the  Governor  had  received  of  the  ene- 
mv's  fleet  being  off  Cadiz,  caused  him  to  direct  particular 
attention  towards  that  quarter  of  the  Gan-ison.     Bat- 
teries for  heavy  metal  were  made  on  the  rock  aliove 
Parson's  lodge,  at  Rosia ;  and  directions  were  given 
for  the  New  mole  to  be  cleared  of  shipping,  that  the 
ordnance  might  have  more  liberty  to  play.     Other  al- 
tei ations  also  took  place  in  that  neighbourhood.     Ear- 
ly on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  five  gun-boats  and  four 
gallies  fired  uj^on  the  Enterprise,  and  shipping  in  the 
New  mole.     One  of  the  frigate's  forecastle-guns  was 
dismounted,  and  her  fore-stay   cut :  some  shot  came 

also  on  shore. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  month,  our  firing,  which 
had  been  continued  at  intervals,  was  brisker  on  their 
parties,  who  were  principally  employed  in  forming  con- 
siderable depots  of  fascines,  casks,  and  timber,  in  the 
lines,  and  in  collecting  brush-wood  from  the  country  ; 
they  were  likewise  very  busy  in  disembarking  stores 
which  had  lately  arrived.  Several  empty  transport- 
vessels,  in  the  course  of  this  month,  left  the  Garrison 
for  England.  A  man  of  the  58th  regiment  deserted  to 
the  enemy ;  one  also  came  in  from  the  lines. 

In  August  few  incidents  occurred  on  either  side. 
Our  prt)visions  began  to  be  bad,  and  extremely  often- 
sive.  What  few  supplies  we  received,  were  rather 
luxuries  than  substantials  ;  wine,  sugar,  oil,  honey, 
onions,  and  articles  of  the  like  kind,  composed  chiefly 
the  cargoes  of  those  craft  which  arrived.  Sugar  was 
ri^en  to  two  shillings  and  six-pence  per  pound,  and 
everv  thing  else  sold  in  proportion. 

About  ten  in  the  forenoon  of  the  3d,  a  settee,  coming 
ill  from  the  we-t,  was  cha>ed  by  the  enemy,  and  taken 
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into  Al-oziras.      Wo  hnaginea  it  was  the  Fox  packet 
vhich  we   then  anxiously   expected   with   an    Engh>h 
mail ;  and  oui-  conjectures  afterwards  were  confirmed. 
The  10th,  we  observed  the  enemy  hning  a  hridgc  of 
boats  across  the  river  Pahnones.     Two  days  followmg, 
a  bri<'  was  boarded  ahnost  under  our  guns,  and  con- 
ducted  to  Alge/iras.     It  was  thought  to  be  the  same 
of  which  we  had    intelligence  some  time  before,  and 
was  laden  with  a  variety  of  articles  much  wanted  ;  her 
eanturc>  was  therefore  greatly  lamented.      I  he  mght  ot 
the  loth,  six  sailors  deserted,  in  a  boat,  from  the  New 
mole.     The  succeedhig  day,  the  F< .rtune  sloop  received 
from  the  enemv  (34  prisoners.     Ensign  Bradshaw,  ot 
the  50th  regiment,  and  several  who  were  passengers 
in  the  brig  taken  on  the  12th,  were  of  the  number. 
At  ni-ht  'five  more  sailors,  who  were  rowmg  guard, 
went  ove;  to  the  enemy.     In  the  ni^d.t  of  the  25th,  a 
Minornuin  boat  came  in  with  wine,  tea  and  sugar    m 
eioht  davs.     The  27th   and  2i)th,  a  soldier  and  four 
.liilors  deserted  to  the  enemy.     It  was  imagined  the 
.ailors  forced    with  them  the   mid>hipman   wjio  com- 
inanded  the  boat.     Colonel  Mawhood,  of  the  i  2d  regi- 
ment, died  on  the  20th.  ,     „  ,  ,       -xu 
A  Imall  boat  avrivc.l  iVo.n  Rart.avy  on  the  30tl,,  « ith 
infonnation  that  llie  Moors  pormitte.l  the  Spaniaras  to 
,.-,ntme  overv  IC'-'lish  vessel  «hi.h  took  ref.iife  under 
,he  protection  of  their  puns  :  that  the  Spamar.U  wouh 
,„talhnv  anv  boats  to  leave  the   Bay  ot  lau^ner    and 
„lv  waited  t^.r  orders  fron.   Adnnral  Baveelo  to  burn 
a       ov  «hat  remained.       This  intelligenee  v.ry 
4hlv  aff^eted  us.     To  be  cut  oft'  from  what  we  had 
,Uv -v;  considered  onr  domestic  market,  was  a  stroke 
t,.   iittle    expected.        We    -aited,    however     more 
i„,luntie  proofs  of  this  extraordinary  conduct,  before 
w    0  ndd  irnpli.  i.lv  believe  the  defection  of  tbo.-c  whotn, 
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,U,rinj.  the  present  content,  we  had  considered  as  our 

"selS:;  was  as  barren  with  respect  to  material 
incidents,  as  the  pr..eding  months.      I  he  enemy   fi- 
^"he,l  their  ponton  bridge  over  the  r.ver    ""1—;  «» 
the  ''d.     About  a  week  afterwards,  two  soldiers  of  the 
SOth'deserted.    On  the  23d,  a  flag  of  truce  brought  over 
the  n,idsl,ipman  carried  off  by  the  sadors  who  deserted 
he  latter  Ind  of  August.     The  Q9th.  .-.  deserter  came 
in    i..  the  habit  of  a  peasant;  he  spoke  several    an- 
luagcs  Huentlv,  and  said  heha.lbeen  a  .Serjeant  nUhe.r 
Lv^ce.     Some  suspicions  arising,  he  was  charged  to 
remain  with  part  of  the  58th  regiment  at   Wmd.m  1- 
hiM.       The    following    day   we  remarked    that    the 
enemv-s  guards  in  the  lines,  at  the  hour  of  rehevng, 
amounted  to  about  300  infantry,  an,l  70  artdlery,  be- 

sides  cavalry.  . 

The  situation  of  the  Garrison  by  tins  tmie  was  agau. 
become  very  interesting.     The  blockade  was,  .f  pos- 
sible, more  strict  and  vigilant  than  before.     Chan.s  of 
small  cruisers  were  stationed  across  the  ^t;^;'^  f  «''« 
entrance  of  the   Hay,  an.l  on  every  s.de  of  the  Hock  ; 
and  the  late  disagreeaVde  intellig.-nce  from      lang.er 
seen.ed  now    confirmed,  by  our   never   having  heard 
fron.  that  <p.arter  during  the  month.      ^\  hat  httle  as- 
sistance  we  therefore  reeeivcl,  came  from  Minorca  ; 
but  the  supplies  from  that  place  were  so  tnflmg  and 
.old  at  such  enormous  pries,  that  few  were  aide  to 
purchase  them.     We  had  not  been  favoured  with   a 
eargo  of  cattle  for  a  long  period ;  and  the  scurvy  be- 
gan to  gain  considerable  ascendency  over  the  efforts  of 
our  surgeon..     Our  distresses,  in  short,  promised  to 
be  more- acute  and  fatal  than  those  we  had  alrea.ly  ex- 
porienced. 
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The  enemVs  operation,  on  the  lan.l  si.lc  lutd  been 
Jn  JvTnths  I  unimportant,  .s  scarce  y  to  mer. 
our  nttention.     However,  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  ot 
(^^:t;b  r"  we  observed,  they  had  raised  an  epaulement 
lut  6  'or  TOO  yards  advanced  ^--J^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
nrecedinir  ni-ht,    our  out-guards    had  been    aMrmea 
^Xrfnusual  noise  on  the  neutral  ground,  hke  that 
o   m  n  at  work  ;  several  large  fires  also  appeared    and 
ome  attempts  were  made  to  bm-n  our  ^d^^nced  bar- 
riers  with  devils  and  other  combustibles,  which  >^ere 
ritrs  ^uu         ^,     ..,  ^,,,.  ..,i.:,-,r  effect;  and  notice  was 
soon  thrown  oft  \Mthout  takii..^  tiiL     , 
given  to  the  Linos,  Laudport  and  other  guards.     1  hi 
nhrm  however,  was  not  general  in  the  Garrison.      As 
^m;^  g  a-h  anced,  the  noise  eease^  ;  and  we  d.s- 
covered  th.S  they  had  .et  fii-e  to  the  ^^^^;^^^ 
in  the  L'ardcns  :  but  wlun  the  day  permitted  us  to  ex- 
lllne 'farther,    we    observed    the    above-mentioned 

"'The  epaulement  was  about  thirty  yards  in  extent   of 
a  simple  construction,  composed  of  ^'^^-;^;^^--«^^^«; 
cines   and  a  few  sand-bags  ;  and  was  erected  near  the 
:Tn"mill  or  tower  on  the  neutral  ground,  disUmtaW 
1100  vards  from  our  grand  battery.       The  enemy, 
.uns  were  elevated,   and   batteries   manned:    ^hich 
S  other  preparations  in  the  lines,  seemed  to  argue 
a  thev  expected  we  should  fire,  and  were  determined 
~e  it      These   appearances,  probably,  induccl 
L  oCernor  not  to  take  any  particular  notice  of  their 
^^rk  inthe  dav :   but  at  night,  orders  were  sen    to 
hi-ow  a  few  ligh't  balls,  to  discover  if  they  were  making 
riddi   on.  '  The  inhabitants  immediately  took  the 

^Irm  upl  ^'"^"'>'^^"^  ^^"""""^' 

ciUum,  upon         o  batteries  were  man- 

an  advance.1  work,  and  that  thai  Dam 

ned;  and  at  night  very  few  remained  at  the  noith  end 

of  the  town. 
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It  now  seemed  evident,  the  enemy  had  determined 
on  a  more  serious  attack,  in  case  the  second  blockade 
was  unsuccessful :  but  we  were  at  a  loss  to  imagine 
what  motives  could  influence  them  to  act  so  opposite 
to  the  established  mode  of  approaching  a  besieged 
garrison,  by  erecting  a  work  so  distant,  and  which 
had  no  connection  with  their  estal)li.-hed  lines. 

The  enemy's  batteries  continued   to  be  manned  till 
the  2d ;  and  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  Don  Alvarez, 
accompanied  by  an  officer,  supposed  to  be  the  Count 
d'Estaing,    who   was   expected  in   the    Spanish  camp 
when   the   last    deserter  came    in,  visited    the  lines. 
TIk'V  remained  three  quarters  of  an  hour  at   Fort  St. 
Barbara,  viewing  the  rock  with  glasses.     On  their  re- 
turn they  were  saluted  from  Point  Mala  ;  and  as  they 
passed  the  front  line  of  the  camp,  the  regiments  turned 
out  without  arms.      On  the  night  of  the  3d,  a  smart 
engagement  was  heard  oft"  Cabrita   Point,  supposed  to 
be  between  some  vessel  attempting  to  come  in,  and  the 
enemy's  cruisers  ;  and  the  next  morning,  a  sloop,   with 
English    colours  reversed,    was    observed    at    Alge- 

ziras. 

Early  on  the  4th,   our  advanced  guards  discovered 
the  enemy  endeavouring,  a  second  time,  to  fix  fire-fag- 
gots on  our  barriers.     A  smart  discharge  of  musketry 
was  inmiediately  directed  from  these  posts,  and  fi'om 
the   Queen's  lines  ;  on  which  they  retired.      At  day- 
break we  observed  they  had  carried  away  vast  quanti- 
ties of  vegetables   from   the   gardens,    and   trampled 
others  under  foot :  but  little,  if  any,  addition  was  made 
to  the  epaulement.      A  parley  came  in  on  the  5th  ;  and 
soon  after,  the  Fortune  sloop  received  upwards  of  forty 
British  prisoners,  many  of  whom  hii.l  been  taken  going 
from   the  Garrison.     In  the  evening  of  the  6th,  the 
Spanish  General  came  to  the  lines,  at  the  head  of  the 
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relieving   guard^^.     Soon  aftn-  ho  Jirrlvea,   the   guns 
v-cre  again  elevated,  and  every  preparation  made    aa 
il'thev  had  resolved  to  open  on  the  Garrison.      Ihe 
8th   the  Town-:Maior,  Captain  Burke,  went  out  uith 
a  parley,  intending  to  proceed  to  the  Tower,  the  place 
appointed  hv  custom  fur  the  officers  to  give  and  receive 
packets.      \Vhen  he  got  ahreast  of  the  new  work,  the 
sentries  hv  moti(»ns  informed  him  he  must  not  advance. 
llepointJd  to  the  tower;  hut  they  continued  inflexi- 
Lie:  on  his  tmning  romid  however  to  retm-n,  one  of 
them  came  up  with  his  arms,  an.l  proceeded  with  him 
to  the  tower,  whilst  another  ran  to  acquaint  the  officer 
in   the  lines.     The  messenger  after  some  time  came 
hack,  and  hoth  remained  apparently  as  a  guard  over 
Major  Burke,  till  the  officer  arrived  ;  when  delivering 
his  packet,  the  Major  returned  to  the  garrison. 

The  enemy  did  not  appear  very  anxious  to  complete 
the  epaulement ;  their  parties  were  employed  in  raising 
and  finishing  the  merlons  of  the  hatteries  in  the  lines, 
raising  the  merlons  of  Fort  St.   Fhillip  with  fascines, 
and  erecting  a  new  hattery  near  the  gnard-house  on 
the  heacli.     The  1  Hh,  a  small  si'ttee  arrived  from  Mi 
norca  :  the  patron  inf«>rming  us  that  two  others  were 
standing  for   the  Uoek,  the  navy  manned  their  hoars 
to  assist  them,  in   ca-e   the  enemy  opposed  their  en- 
trance ;  hut  on  getting  round  Europa  point,  no  such 
vessels  appeared.      A  Dutch  convoy  was  however  pass- 
ing  ;    the  hoats  therefore  holdly  advanced,  and  hoard, 
ed  a  dogger  which  had  got,   during  the  fog,  pretty 
near  the  Uf.ek.     She  was  a  Dane  from   Malaga,  laden 
with  lemons  and  oranges,  which  the  Governor  imme- 
diately purchased,  and  distrihuted  to  the  Garrison. 

Few  articles  ever  arrived  more  seasonahly  than  tliis 
cargo  (»f  fruit.  The  scurvy  had  ma<le  dreadful  ravages 
in  our  hospitals  aii'l  more  were  daily  confined :   !uany, 
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however,  unwilling  to  yield  to  the  first  attacks,  perse- 
vered in  their  duty  to  its  more  advanced  stages.     It 
was  therefore  not  uncommon,  at  this  period,  to  see  men 
who  some  months  hefore  were  hale,  and  equal  to  any 
fati-^'ue,    supporting   themselves  to    their  posts     upon 
crutchJs,  and  even  with  that  assistance  scarcely  ahle  to 
move  along.      The  most  fatal  consequences,  in  short, 
to  the  Garrison,  were  to  he  apprehended  from  this  ter- 
rihle  disorder,  when  this  Dane  was  happily  directed  to 
our  relief.     The  lemons  were  immediately  administer- 
ud  to  the  sick,  who  devoured  them  with  the  greatest 
avididity The  salutary  effects  were  almost  instantan- 
eous :  in  a  few  davs,  men  who  had  heen  considered  as 
irrecoverahle,  left*  their  heds  to  congratulate  their  com- 
ardes  on  the  prospect  of  once  more  hecoming  useful  to 

tneir  countrv. 

Mr.  Cairncross,  a  surgeon  of  great  eminence,  who 
was  present  at  this  time,  and  the  remaining  part  of  the 
sie<'e  has  favoured  mc  with  the  following  mforination 
relative  to  the  scurvy,  and  the  mode  of  using  this  vege- 
tahle  acid  ;  which,  with  his  permission,  I  insert  for 
the  benefit  of  those  who  may  hereafter  he  under  simi- 
lar circumstances. 

'•  The  scurvv  which  attacked  the  Garrison  of  Gib- 
'^  raltar,  differed  in  no  respect  from  that  disease  usual- 
"  ly  contracted  l>y  sailors  in  long  voyages  ;  and  of 
"  which  the  immediate  cause  seemed  to  be  the  sub- 
"  sisting  f(»r  a  length  of  time  upon  salted  provisions 
*'  onlv,'\vithout  a  sufficient  quantity  of  vegetables,  or 
"  other  acescent  foods.  The  circumstance  related 
"  in  the  Voyage  of  that  celebrated  circumnavigator,  the 
''  late  Lord  Aiison,  of  consolidated  fractures  disuniting, 
'•  and  the  callosity  of  the  bone  being  perfectly  dissolv- 
''  ed    occurred  frequently  in   cmr  hf».-pitals  ;    an<l    old 
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"  .sores  and  wounds  opened  anew  from  the  nature  of 
*'  the  disorder. 

**  Various  antiscorbutics  were  used  without  success, 
"  such  as  acid  of  vitriol,  sour  crout,  extract  of  malt, 
"  essence  of  spruce,  &c.  hut  the  only  specific  was  fresh 
*'  lemons  and  oranges,  given  liberally  ;  or  when  they 
"  could  not  be  procured,  the  preserve<l  juice  in  such 
*'  quantities,  from  one,  to  four  ounces  y>t'r  rfiem,  as  the 
*'  patient  could  bear.      Whilst  the  lemons  were  sound, 
"  from  one  to  three  were  administered  each  day  as  cir- 
"  cumstances  directed.     The  juice  given  to  those   in 
**  the  most  malignant  state,  was  sometimes  diluted  with 
*'  sugar,  wine,  or  spirits ;  but  the  convalescents  took 
"  it   without    dilution.       Women   and    children  were 
''  equally  aflfected  ;  nor  were  the  officers  exempted  from 
*'  this  alarming  distemper.     It  became  almost  general 
"  at  the  commencement  of  the  winter  season,  owing  to 
*'  the  cold   and  moisture ;    and  in  the   beginning    of 
spring,  when  vegetables  were  scarce. 
"  The  juice  was  preserved  by  adding  to  sixty  gallons 
of  expressed   liquor,  about    five  or    ten  gallons    of 
*''  brandy,  which  kept  it  in  so  wholesome  a  state,  that 
"  several  casks  were  opened  in  good  condition  at  the 
*'  close  of  the  siege.     The  old  juice  was  not  however 
"  so  speedily  efficacious  as  the  fruit,  though,  by  per- 
**  severing  longer  in  its  use,  it  seldom  failed." 

The  same  day  tliat  the  dogger  was  brought  in,  a 
parley  came  from  Don  Alvarez,  to  inform  the  Gover- 
nor that  all  intercoui'se  or  correspondence  betwixt 
them,  in  future,  was  to  be  conducted  by  flags  of  truce 
in  the  Bay  ;  which  regulation  continued  till  the  peace 
was  notified  in  17B3.  The  14th,  two  gunboats,  from 
the  Orange-grov€\  ranged  along  the  front  of  the  Gar- 
ri>on,  and  drove  in  our  fi>hing  boats  ;  and  on  the  Kitli 
they  again  ranged  otV  the  Mackanl-Bauk,  and  forced 
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our  fishermen  to  retire.  We  did  not  much  approve 
of  this  conduct,  as  the  boats,  by  this  means,  were  pre- 
vented from  bringing  any  fish  to  our  market.  They 
continued,  howe\  cr,  this  practice  at  intervals  for  some 

time. 

The  21st,  tlie  gun-boats  fired  upon  the  Enterprise 
and  town.  Captain  Lesley,  not  choosing  to  remain 
the  object  of  their  fire,  withdrew  the  frigate  into  the 
New  mole:  where  the  Navy,  under  the  direction  of 
the  engineers,  had  begun  to  lay  a  boom  of  masts  from 
the  New-mole  head  to  the  watering-tank.  This 
boom,  though  it  was  considered  a  ditlicult  operation 
on  accomit  of  the  swell  of  the  sea,  was  soon  complet- 
ed. 

It  was  not  till  the  night  of  the  21st  that  the  enemy 
threw  sand  in  the  front  of  their  epaulenunt,  to  cover  it 
against  our  fire-balls  and  carcasses  ;  and  on  the  26th 
they  lengthened  it  to  the  west  about  30  yards,  and 
strengthened  it  in  front  with  sand.  The  night  of  the 
28th,  they  erected  two  large  traverses  in  the  rear  for 
magazines.  It  now  presented  a  very  compact  appear- 
ance ;  whence  we  concluded  that  it  was  intended  for  a 
mortar  batterv. 

Though  it  was  generally  imagined  in  England,  that 
the  Garrison  had  been  amply  provided  with  every  ar- 
ticle and  necessary  of  life,  when  Sir  George  Rodney 
arrived  with  the  transports  and  relief  from  Eng- 
land, our  wants,  in  reality,  were  far  from  being  sup- 
plied. In  the  articles  of  ammunition  and  salt  provi- 
sions, the  Garrison  had  probably  as  much  as  they  could 
dispense  with ;  but  of  fresh  provisions,  wine,  spirits, 
sugar,  &c.  we  began  to  find  a  great  scarcity  ;  and  the 
price  of  what  remained,  was  consequently  much  en- 
hanced. The  assistance  we  received  formerly  fron\ 
Barbary  had  now  been  suspended  for  several  months  ; 
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the  enemy  seemed  determined  to  prevent  our  deriving 
support  from  the  element  that  ahnost  surrounded  us ; 
and  their  cruisers  were  too  numerous  and  vigilant  to 
expect  any  thing  from  the  west.     Thus  situated,  the 
Garrison  turned  their  c\es  on  the  island  of  Minorca, 
whence  we  had  already  received  some  very  acceptahle 
supplies,  and  who?e  situation,  from  the  great  scope  of 
sea-room,  afforded  a  flattering  prohahility  of  the  boats 
being  oftener  able  to  escape  the  enemy's  cruisers.     The 
productions  of  that  island  are  various  ;  and  those  ar- 
ticles which  it  did  not  afford,  could  be  purchased  from 
the  prizes  that  were  daily  carried  thither  by  the  priva- 
teers.    Several  garrison-boats  were  therefore  sent  to 
Minorca,  some  of  which  returned,  in  the  course  of 
October,  laden  with  the  wine  of  that  island,  sugar  (an 
article  become  exceedingly  scarce),  and  cheese  ;  with 
sometimes  a  few  live  stock.     These  articles  were  all 
sold  by  auction,  according  to  a  regulation  established 
]»y  the  Governor  ;  and,  though  they  seldom  were  pur- 
chased by  the  lower  ranks,  yet  afforded  upon  the  whole 
a  partial  relief  to  the  Garrison. 

The  30th,  we  observed  that  the  enemy  had  posted 
an  officer's  guard  in  the   Mill-battery,  which   was  the 
name  we  gave  to  the  new  work.     Montague's  bastion 
was  therefore  opened  on  it  in  the  evening,  and,  by  form- 
ing a  cross-fire    with   the   batteries  on   the   heights, 
considerably  annoyed  them,  and  much  retarded  their 
operations.     The  same  night,  two  soldiers  of  the  56th 
and  72d  deserted  from  Upper  AU's-well,  in  the  lines: 
they  were  sentries  at  the  same  post,  and  got  down  by 
means  of  a  rope ;  but,  previous  to  their  descent,  had 
the  precaution  to  wet  the  priming  c»f  their  firelocks. 
We  also  lost  another  man  by  desertion  in  the  course  of 
the  month. 
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The  Governor,  in  the  beginning  of  November,  made 
an  arrangement  of  the  troops,  that  in  case  the  enemy 
bombarded  the   Garrison,  each  regiment  might  know 
the  quarters  and  stations  which  they  were  to  take  up. 
The  1st  of  the  month  was  rather  unpropitious  to  us: 
an  English  ship  was  taken  to  the  east  of  the  Rock ;  at 
night,  a  soldier  of  the  56th  regiment  deserted,  during 
a  heavy  shower  of  rain  ;  and  the  following  evening, 
two  others,  of  the  12th  and  56th,  attempted  to  get  off 
by   swimming  round   the  Old-mole  head;  but  a  few 
days  afterwai-<ls  the  body  of  the  former  was  washed 
ashore  near   the   King's  l)astion  :    we   therefore  con- 
cluded his  comrade  had  shared  the  same   fate.     In  the 
evening  of  the  7th,  a  smart  cannonade  was  heard  in 
the  Straits  ;  after  it  had  continued  for  some  time,  a 
sudden  flash  appeared,   and  a  report  was   heard,  hke 
the  blowing  up   of  powder.     The  next  morning,   we 
observed  that  the  enemy  had  captured  an  English  ves- 
sel, and  were  at  that  time  towing  in  a  gun-boat ;  which 
accounted  for  the  firing  an<l  explosion. 

Our  fire,  about  the  7th  and  8th,  became  more  ani- 
mated ;  yet  the  enemy,  almost  every  night,  made  some 
interior  additions.  We  had  observed,  for  several  pre- 
ceding mornings,  deep  ruts  in  the  sand,  leading  from 
the  prin<'ipal  barrier  to  the  Mill-battery ;  which  led  us 
to  imagine  that  they  brought  at  night  heavy  timber, 
and  other;,  materials,  from  their  depots  in  the  lines. 
The  artillery  were  therefore  ordered  to  direct  a  rico- 
chctting  fire  of  small  shells  along  this  track.  In  the 
evening  of  the  10th,  a  large  party,  followed  by  a  num- 
ber of  carts  and  mules,  laden  with  different  materials, 
advanced  along  the  beach,  from  the  sally-port  of  the 
ditch  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  to  the  Mill -battery.  They 
were  perceived  by  the  artillery  at  Willis's,  before  they 
had  proceeded  half-way  :  and  a  brisk  fire  was  directed 
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towards  their  route,  which  threw  the  mules  into  con- 
fusion, and  obliged  some  to  return,  after  having  left 
their  burthens  on  the  beach.  The  batteries  being 
reinforced,  the  firing  was  continued  with  great  vivacity 
the  whole  night.  The  subsequent  evening  our  artillery 
were  prepared,  and,  immediately  on  the  party's  appear- 
ing, saluted  them  with  a  warm  discharge  of  shot  and 
shells,  which  seemed  to  have  greater  effect  than  the 
fire  of  the  preceding  evening.  This  circumstance 
convinced  us  of  the  effect  of  the  ricochetting  fire  from 
the  lower  batteries,  along  the  track  from  the  barrier  : 
but  the  enemy  were  not  so  soon  driven  from  the  new 
track  as  from  the  former ;  and  continued,  notwith- 
standing our  fire  (which  must  have  killed  and  wounded 
many  of  them),  to  bring  materials  in  this  exposed  man- 
ner, till  a  line  of  communication  was  finished  from  the 
lines. 

An  English  armed  polacre,  called  the  Young  Sa- 
bine, arrived  on  the  l'2th,  after  a  spirited  engagement 
in  the  Bay  with  several  armed  vessels  and  three  gun- 
boats. The  enemy  attempted  to  board  her,  but  were 
as  often  repulsed  by  musketry  :  at  length  she  beat  them 
oft',  and  anchored  under  our  guns.  Her  cargo 
was  cheese,  hams,  and  potatoes ;  the  latter  of  which 
sold  at  forty-three  dollars  per  cwt.  which,  according 
to  forty-two  pence  per  dollar  fthe  exchange  at  that 
time),  are  equal  to  L.7.  10s.  6d.  sterling.  Other  ar- 
ticles sold  in  proportion.  In  the  afternoon,  a  Minor- 
quin  settee  arrived  with  the  usual  cargo  :  a  Spanish 
gun-boat  boarded  her  on  her  passage :  but  the  patron 
showing  papers  from  Majorca  to  the  camp,  the  Span- 
iard took  no  further  notice  than  keeping  her  company 
as  a  convoy.  The  Minorquin  afterwards  seized  a  con- 
venient opportunity,  and  slipped  in. 
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In  the  course  of  the  14th,  a  Minorquin  tartan,  bound 
for  the  Garrison,  was  taken  by  the  enemy  :  the  crew 
however  quitted  her,  and  got  ashore.     The  enemy  the 
same  day  mounted  twelve  guns  en  barbet,  in  the  bat- 
tery near  the  Guard-house,  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  St. 
Philip  ;  which  we  had  supposed  was  intended  for  mor- 
tars ;  and  about  a  week  afterwards  they  erected  mer- 
lons to  this  work,  admitting  the  embrasures  to  open  up- 
on the  Garrison.     Two  nights  following,  the  gun-boats, 
which  were  now  increased  in  number,  fired  upon  the 
town  and  shipping.     Three,  that  directed  their  fire  on 
the  former,  were  stationed  off  the  Old-mole  head,  and 
threw  several  shots  into  the  town.     Several  men  were 
wounded  in  the  Enterprise  frigate. 

The  night  of  the  17th,  the  enemy  threw  up  two 
places  d'armes  for  musketry,  on  the  flanks  of  the  Mill- 
battery  :  the  parapets  formed  semicircles  joining  the 
battery,  but  afterwards  extende<l  in  an  obliqu<i  direction 
towards  the  lines.  These  a.lditions  appeared  very 
slight,  being  only  a  row  of  casks  or  gabions,  strength- 
ened with  half-chandeliers,  and  sand  in  front  ;  covered 
on  the  top  with  sand-bags.  The  18th,  we  were  visited 
again  by  the  gun-boats  :  in  returning  their  cannonade, 
one  of  the  thirty-two  poun«lers  on  the  King's  bastion, 
burst,  killed  an  artillery-man  on  the  spot,  and  wounded 
three  others.  The  man  who  fired  the  gim,  escaped, 
but  was  a  liule  scorched  with  the  powder. 

A  great  number  of  mules  were  employed  on  the  22d, 
bringing  forward  casks,  chandeliers,  an.l  other  mate- 
riah  from  the  camp.  The  night  of  the  23.1,  the  enemy 
began  an  approach  from  the  lines,  to  the  Mill-battery  • 
it  consisted  of  fascines,  with  sand  banked  up  in  front, 
and  commenced  near  the  west  angle  of  the  western 
fourteen-gun  battery,  extending  about  120  feet  towards 
the  advanced  Guard-house  in  front  of  Fort  St.  Philip  : 
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the  followinp^  night,  notwitlistanding  onr  firo,  they 
lengthened  it  ahout  100  feet,  with  chandeliers  placed 
in  a  trench  and  filled  with  fascines.  The  enemy  en- 
deavoured to  draw  our  attention  from  this  quarter,  hy 
another  salute  from  the  gun-hoats,  hut  in  vain.  As  it 
wai<  not  improbable  that  the  gun-boats  were  directed 
in  their  firing  by  the  lights  in  the  houses  along  the 
line-wall,  and  those  looking  towards  the  Bav  ;  orders 
were  isjiued  "  that  no  lights  in  future  should  appear  in 
"  any  house,  barracic,  or  guartl-house,  towards  the  Bay, 
"  after  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening." 

We  had  hitherto  derived  occasional  assistance  from 
the  gardens  on  the  neutral  ground,  though  vast  quan- 
tities of  vegetables  had  been  removed  from  thence  by 
the  enemy.  On  the  ^ath,  however,  they  determined  to 
expel  our  people  altogether  from  the  gardens  ;  which, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  they  accomi>lished,  not- 
withstanding the  marksmen  under  Lieut.  Burleigh 
were  stationed  at  AVillis's,  and  in  the  lines,  in  order  to 
prevent  them. 

From  this  period,  our  resources  in  respect  to  vege- 
tables depended  entirely  upon  our  own  attention  to  cul- 
tivation ;  which,  happily  for  the  Garrison,  was  crown- 
ed with  tolerable  success,  especially  during  the  winter 
months,  at  which  time  the  produce  was  increased  to  be 
almost  equal  to  the  consuujption.  The  supplies  from 
the  gardens  had  indeed  begun  to  fail  for  some  time  be- 
fore ;  and  we  soon  had  little  reason  toregi'ct  their  loss. 
We  had,  besides,  the  additional  satisfaction  of  reflect- 
ing that  the  enemy  were  now  cut  oft*  from  a  channel, 
through  which  it  was  not  improbable  they  hail  been  in- 
formed of  every  occurrence  which  happened  in  the  Gar- 
rison. 

The  2()th,  a  Frenchman,   one   of  the   crew  of  the 
Young  Sabine,  deserted  in  a  boat  to  the  enemy.     The 
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night  of  tlic  27th,  the  Danish  dogger,  which  brought 
us'^the  cargo  of  lemons,  sailed  ;  and  the  next  morning 
we  observed  her  at  anchor  off  Algeziras.  By  the  29th, 
the  enemy  had  finished  the  second  branch  of  the  line  of 
approach,  and  begun  the  return  for  the  third  towards 
the  western  beach.  Our  fire,  as  they  advanced,  be- 
came more  spirited  than  ever,  and  must  have  been  se- 
verely  felt  by  the  enemy  in  this  exposed  duty.  The 
30th  "was  only  distinguished  by  the  arrival  of  a  polacre 
from  Algiers  with  soap,  oil,  wine,  and  candles— a  very 

valuable  cargo. 

December  was  introduced  with  bad  weather.     The 
1st,  arrived  the  Anglicana   privateer    from  Smyrna; 
and  two  nights  after,  she  continued  her  voyage  towards 
England :   Lieutenant  Gage,  of  the  Enterprise,  went 
home  passenger  with  dispatches.     The  2d  was  parti- 
cularly stormy,  with  thunder  an<l  lightning,  which  hap- 
pily  did  not  continue  long,  or  the  works  of  the  Garri- 
son might  have  materially  suff'ered.     The  rain  poured 
down  with  such  violence  from  the  heights,  forcing  with 
it  vast  quanities  of  rubbish,  stones,  and  loose  earth, 
that  the  streets  leading  from  the  hill  were  instantly 
choaked  up,  and  considerable  damage  was  done  to  the 
buildings.     The   enemy,  notwithstanding   the   storm, 
completed  their  third  branch,  and  raised  the  return  to- 
wards the  east.     Though   the  storm  did  not  retard 
their  finishing  what  they  had  begun  in  the  evening,  yet 
the  chandeliers  were  very  much  sunk  in  many  places, 
which  employed  their  parties  five  or  six  of  the  follow- 
ing evenings  to  repair.     T^hey  also  made  some  altera- 
tions in  the  direction  of  the  second  branch,  and  repair- 
ed the  batteries  in  the  lines.     A  brig  arrived  from  Leg- 
horn on  the  10th  ;  also  three  settees  from  Minorca. 

From  the  10th,  the  enemy  added  every  night  so  con- 
siderably to  the  fourth  branch  of  the  approach,  that  on 
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the  1 4th,  at  niglit,  they  joined  the  extremity  of  the 
eastern  phice  d'armes  ;  and  two  nights  following,  be- 
gan a  fifth  branch,  which,  on  the  19th,  was  extended 
to  the  east  flank  of  the  Mill-battery.  Their  operations 
had  not  been  wholly  confined  to  completing  this  line  of 
communication  :  a  mortar  battery  for  the  sea  was 
erected  to  the  north  of  Fort  St.  Barbara  ;  and  large 
and  small  traverses  were  raised  within  both  forts,  to 
protect  their  men  from  our  upper  batteries. 

About  noon  on  the  17th,  a  cannonade  was  heard  to- 
wards the  west.     A  cloud  of  smoke  was  observed  near 
Tangier,  and  we  afterwards  learned  that  the    Moors 
were  firing  a  salute  on  account  of  the  arrival  of  their 
Emperor.     Three  hundred  and  ninety  rounds  were 
numbered,  and  it  was  repeated  the  next  day.     The 
reader  will  probably  recollect,  that  the   Garrison  of 
Tangier  is  to  us  an  object  of  some  curiosity,  as  having 
formerly  been  in  the  possession  of  the  English.     It  was 
ceded  by  the  Portuguese  (who  had  been  masters  of  it 
for  some  time)  to  King  Charles  II.  as  part  of  the  dowry 
of  the  Princess   Catharine  of  Portugal,  and  remained 
under  the  English  dominion  till  1G84,  when,  the  nation 
refuj-ing  to  pay  the  heavy  expense  attending  its  mainten- 
ance against  the  repeated  attacks  of  the  Moors,  the  for- 
tifications and  mole  were  blown  up,  and  the  Garrison 
ordered  to  abandon  the  town.     The  Moors,  after  the 
place  Avas  deserted,  returned ;  and  it  has  ever  since  con- 
tinued in  their  possession.     When  the   English  were 
masters  of  Tangier,  the  works  on  the  land  side  w  ere 
considered  as  almost  impregnable  ;  and,  for  the  accom- 
modation   of    shipping,    a  mole    of  considerable  ex- 
tent was  advanced  into  the  sea. 

The  present  town  is  built  at  the  entrance  of  a  bay, 
on  the  side  of  a  hill,  overlooking  the  sea.  The  Moors 
have  endeavoured  to  restore  the  citv  to  its  former  im- 
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portance  ;  but  their  efforts  go  slowly  on  towards  ac- 
complishing that  work.  Tangier  is  the  residence  of 
several  European  consuls,  an<l,  in  conjunction  with 
Tetuan,  in  time  of  peace,  su))i)lies  Gibraltar,  Cadiz, 
Lisbon,  and  other  ports  of,  on  the  coast  of  Spain  and 
Portugal,  with  fowls,  beef,  mutton,  and  fruit:  it  was 
about  this  time  the  scene  of  some  interesting  transac- 
tions, which  will  shortly  be  related. 

The  enemy,  on  the  20th,  began  to  erect  small  tra- 
verses in  the  rear  of  their  approach.  On  the  21st,  the 
Speedwell  cutter,  Lieutenant  Gibson,  arrived  with  Go- 
vernment dispatches,  after  a  warm  engagement  with 
the  enemy  off  Ceuta,  in  which  the  Spaniards  attempted 
to  board  the  cutter,  but  were  repulsed.  Lieutenant 
Gibson  was  dangerously  wounded  in  the  action  ;  which 
was  the  onlv  casualtv  on  board.  The  23d,  arrived  a 
privateer  brig,  called  the  Hannah,  Captain  Venture, 
last  from  Lisbon.  She  brought  some  excellent  sup- 
plies ;  and  the  day  following,  two  other  vessels  from 
Liverpool  got  in  with  a  variety  of  provisions  :  the  car- 
goes of  these  ships  were  sold  by  auction  for  300  per 
cent,  profit. 

It  was  about  this  period,  some  letters  of  a  curious  te- 
nor were  discovered  in  the  possession  of  the  deserter 
who  came  in,  the  29th  of  September,  in  the  dress  of  a 
peasant,  and  said  he  was  a  Serjeant.  They  were  di- 
rected to  Colonel  Nugent,  of  the  Hibernian  corps,  in 
the  Spanish  service ;  and  the  piu'port  of  them  was, 
"  that  Em'opa  was  the  most  eligible  place  to  attack  the 
"  Garrison  :  acknowledging  having  received  several 
*^  sums  of  money,  and  concluding  with  expressing  his 
*'  fears  lest  he  should  be  discovered  ;  therefore  desir- 
*'  ed  the  ('olonel  would  concert  some  measures  for  his 
"  escape."  The  man  was  immediately  ordered  into 
close  confinement,  and  remained  a  prisoner  for  some 
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time,  till,  an  opportunity  offering,  he  was  sent  away 
from  the  Garrison.  We  were  afterwards  informed  by 
other  deserters  that  he  was  sent  in  as  a  spy,  and  liberally 
rewarded  for  this  hazardous  service. 

The  enemy,  having  completed  their  approach  to  the 
Mill-battery,  were  employed  in  dressing  the  communi- 
cation, and  raising  fascine-traverses  in  the  rear,  for 
their   greater    protection.     The   26th,   and  following 
nights,  their  carpenters  braced  with  head-rails  the  chan- 
deliers, which,  owing  to  the  late  rains,  had  given  way 
in  several  places.     They  were  so  very  noisy  in  this  du- 
ty, as  to  induce  a  brisk  fire  from  our  batteries.     The 
30th,  a  settee  going  from  Algeziras  to  the  eastward, 
was  becalmed  off  Europa,  and  was  boarded  and  brought 
in  by  our  boats.      Many  private  letters  were  found  on 
board,  which  mentioned  the  considerable  loss  the  ene- 
my had  sustained  from  our  fire.   There  were  also  a  quan- 
tity  of  clothes,  and  some  money.     The  next  day  a  set- 
tee got  in  from  Minorca. 

Our  carpenters,  in  the  beginning  of  January,  were 
very  busy  in  erecting  stages  and  temporary  cranes,  in 
Camp  and  Rosia  Bays,  and  upon  the  Line-wall,  above 
the  Navy-vard  ;  which  led  us  to  imagine,  that  the  Go- 
vernor  had  received  intelligence  by  the  Speedwell,  that 
a  convoy  might  soon  be  expected.       The  reason  for 
erecting  these  machines  so  far  to  the  south,  and  at  such 
a  distance  from  the  Garrison  store-houses,  was  the  ap. 
prehension  of  being  annoyed  in  disembarking  the  pro- 
visions  at  Ragged  staff,  &c.  from  the  enemy's  advanced 
battery,  which  was  now  finished,  and  reported  to  mount 
eight  \hirteen-inch  mortars.     These  precautions  will 
appear  to  be  very  prudent  and  essential,   when   the 
reader,  on  a  farther  perusal,  is  informed  of  the  range 
an.l  effect  of  the  enemy's  fire.     Some  alterations  were 
also  made  in  the  works  at  the  New  mole. 
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The  nth,  a  Spanish  flag  of  truce,  with  two  Moorish 
gallics,  came  over  from  the  Orange-grove,  having  on 
board  Consul  Logic,  his  Lady,  and  all  the  British  sub- 
jects who  had  been  resident  in  Barbary.  We  had  long 
complain(  d  of  a  neglect  in  that  quarter,  but  were  now 
convinced,  to  our  sorrow,  that  such  accusations  were  pre- 
matiu-e  and  ungenei-ous.  The  mercenary  and  avaricious 
disposition  of  the  Emperor  had  been  bribed  by  the  Span, 
ish  Ministry,  with  a  present  of  one  hundred  thousand 
cobs  (about  L.7500  sterling),  and  a  promise  of  the 
same  sum  annually,  with  the  redemption  of  a  hundred 
African  prisoners  ;  on  condition  that  be  should  deliver 
up,  for  a  certain  period,  the  ports  of  Tangier  and  Te- 
tuan,  and  banish  from  his  dominions  the  Consul  and 
subjects  of  Great  Britain.  Besides  the  present  of  mo- 
ney, and  the  redemption  of  a  hundred  prisoners,  the 
Emperor  had  permission  to  import  from  Spain,  grain, 
which  was  so  remarkably  scarce  in  Barbary,  that  a  fa- 
mine was  apprehended.  Without  this  circumstance  to 
urge  as  a  palliative  for  entering  into  a  treaty  with  this 
avowed  and  natural  enemy,  the  Emperor  would  pro- 
bably have  found  it  a  difficult  task  to  persuade  his  sub- 
jects to  desert  their  old  allies. 

As  this  defection  of  the  Moorish  monarch  was  of 
much  importance  to  the  Garrison,  and  was  in  itself  an 
object  not  undeserving  political  remark,  I  shall  sub- 
join a  short  relation  of  some  transactions  previous  to 
this  event ;  with  an  account  of  the  injurious  treatment 
which  Mr.  Logic  and  the  British  subjects  experienced 
before  they  quitted  that  country. 

I  had  formerly  occasion  to  mention,  that  in  the  ear- 
ly part  of  1779,  overtures  were  made  by  the  Spaniards 
to  the  Moors,  to  farm  the  ports  of  Tangier,  Tetuan, 
and  Larache.  Of  this,  General  EUott  received  imme- 
diate information,  by  a  confidential  message  from  the 
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Emperor  of  Morocco.  It  did  not  appear  that  the  Em- 
peror, in  this  instance,  was  actuated  by  any  other  im- 
pulse than  friendship.  But  since,  by  refusing  to  ac- 
cede to  their  offers,  he  might  subject  his  coasts  to  be 
insidted,  it  would  of  consequence  be  prudent  to  arm  his 
cruisers,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  act  on  the  defensive : 
he  therefore  requested  that  the  English  would  supply 
him  with  naval  stores  for  three  new  vessels  which  he 
had  lately  built,  the  value  of  which,  on  calculation,  did 
not  amount  to  fifteen  hundred  pounds. 

Such  apparent  disinterestedness,  and  so  modest  a 
demand,  had  a  proper  effect  with  the  Governor,  who, 
considering  the  Emperor's  alliance  of  the  first  conse- 
(juencc  to  the  welfare  of  the  Garrison,  recommended 
to  Government  to  double  the  quantity  of  stores,  that 
they  might  secure  his  friendship.     Ministers  at  home, 
however,  did  not  consider  his  alliance  in  the  same  light 
with  the  Governor  and  Consul,  as  Sir  George  Rodney 
arrived   the  January  following  without  stores,  or  as 
much  as  an  answer  :  and  the  Spaniards  (having  then 
declared  war)  increasing  in  their  proposals,  the  Em- 
peror,  at\er  repeated  applications  to   Mr.    Logic,  to 
know  when  he  might  expect  the  supplies  he  had  given 
him    to   understand  were  coming   from    England,   at 
length,  by  degrees,  permitted  the  Spaniards  to  capture 
all  British  vessels  under  the  protection  of  his  guns. 
The  Consul  remonstrated  against  such  proceedings, 
but  in  vain  :  the  answer  generally  received,  was,  that 
the  Spaniards  had  the  Emperor's  leave ;  and  if  they 
chose  to  take  him  from  his  own  house,  the  Emperor 
would  not  oppose  them. 

Those  indignities  Mr.  Logic  was  necessitated  to  over- 
look, lie  found  the  Spanish  influence  daily  gaining 
ground  :  he  had  therefore  no  alternative,  but  tacitly  to 
submit  to  the  evils  of  his  situation.      He  contrived,  ne- 
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vertheless,  to  acquaint  General  Eliott  with  this  change 

in  their  affairs. 

Though  there  appeared  little  prospect  of  doing  fur- 
ther service  to  the  Garrison  of  Gibraltar,  by  remaining 
in  Barbary,  Mr.  Logie  still  continued  to  reside  at  Tan- 
gier.  The  natives  were  partial  to  the  English,  and 
personally  attached  to  him;  and  these  circumstances 
he  imagined,  might  probably  be  improved  to  some  ad- 
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Thus  matters  proceeded  till  the  beginning  of  Octo- 
ber, 1780,  when  a  party  of  the  Emperor's  black  troops, 
which  were  quartered  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tan- 
gier, came  to  Mr.  Logic's  house,  and  being  intro- 
duced, informed  him  they  had  orders  from  their  Mas- 
ter to  abuse  and  insult  him  in  the  grossest  manner  ; 
which  they  immediately  put  in  execution,  by  spitting  in 
his  face,  seizing  him  by  the  collar,  and  threatening  to 
stab  him  with  their  daggers. 

Two  days  after  this  transaction,   Mr.  Logie   vas  or- 
dered to  attend  the  Emperor  near  Sallee.     The  13th, 
he  began  his  journey,  guarded  by  one  of  the  Emperor's 
chamberlains,  and  a  party  of  horse.     They  arrived  at 
the  camp  on  the  20th  ;  and  the  same  evening  Mr.  Lo- 
gie was  ordered  into  the  Emperor's  presence.     After 
various  questions  relative  to  Gibraltar,  to  which  such 
answers  were  given  as  were  least  likely  to  please,  the 
Emperor  addressed  himself  to  his  troops,  and  a  great 
mob   that  were  assembled  on   the  occasion,    saying, 
"  the  English  were  an  avaricious,  proud,  and  head- 
*'  strong  people  ;  they  always  attacked  the  head  :  but 
*'  when  people  came  to  bog,  they  ought  to  crawl  up  by 
"  the  feet.     He  had  however  deprived  them  of  every 
"•  benefit   they  formerly  derived  from  his  country  ;" 
concluding  with  ordering  the  consul  to  be  taken  to 
Sallee.     Mr.  Logie  objected  to  this  mandate,  inform- 
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in.  th..  F.n,peror  he  was  vca,1y  fo  aUcul  1";^  -:'";i;- ';"' 
that  his  Sovercitrns  soiviec  did  not  innnit  h..  tr.fl.ng 
away  his  time  in  vi-ilinj;  towns. 

The  Emperor,  after  this  interview,  seeme.l  to  relax 
in  .^seventy  ti.  the  consul  :  allowing  hin.  to  re,.u-n 
to  Tangier,  an.l  consoling  hin.  w.th  the  P™"  -     *h^ 
the    liritish    snhjccts  shouUl  not  he  n,o  este.1  1  y    '-e 
Spaniard..     The  mh  of  Octoher,  Mr.  I'"P"  ""  " 
at  Tangier,  and  fern.!  the  Kmpcror  ha.l  not  Jcce.ved 

''"Affair.  ren,aine.l  quiet  till  the  mh  of  Novcnher 
when  an  order  came  to  fit  up  all  the  l?r,t,sh  boats  a 
the  Emperor's  expense,  as  he  was  deternnned  to  send 
the  English  away  satisfied.     The  consul  however  an- 
ticipateil  his  intention,  hy  pe«'»S  «';^'" '7'1'';-  fl  ^^7,; 
self  l.v  the  s«ece<..«ng  evening,     "l  he  n.ght  of  the  28th 
the  Spaniards,  informed  of  the  Emperor  s  resolution, 
sent  a  partv  on  shore  to  hum  the  boats      1  hey  were 
discovered'by  the  guards,  and  confined  ;  but  m  con. 
sideration  of  a  sum  of  money,  they  were  the  next  day 
liberated.     Two  days  following,  the  consuls  attended 
to  hear  the  E.nperors  orders,  which  were  brought  by 
two  of  his  secretaries  :  they  expressed,  that  the  Em- 
perorhad  sold  the  port  of  Tangier  to  the   Kmg  of 
Spain;  in  consequence  of  which,  every  Un-istmn   ex- 
cept of  that  nation,  was  to  quit  the  town  and  Bay ; 
awarding  slavery  as  the  punishment  of  those  who  re- 
mained after  the  1st  of  January,  iTHl. 

Mr  LoLriewas  no  sooner  acquamted  with  this  ol- 
der, than  he  departed  fi.r  the  Emperor's  camp  then 
near  Tetnan,  in  order  to  represent  the  impo5sd,.l.ly  of 
removing  their  property  on  so  short  ••,  notice,  lie  ar- 
rived on  the  2.\  of  December,  but  could  not  procure  an 
audiene...  The  4lh,  he  had  intelligence  from  T  angler, 
"at  "«.co„a  order  had  compelled  .he  British  subjects 
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in.^tantly  to  remove  to  Miirtct-n.      Uc  Logic  made  se- 
veral attempts  to  have  this  cruel  order  reversed,  hut 
in  vain.     He  at  lenj-th  procured  a  friend  to  mention 
this  dehcate  point  to  the  Emperor,  who  apparently  re- 
lented,  saying,  the  English  should  have  permission  to 
remain  twenty  days  to  collect  their  effects ;  and  so  far 
flattered  them,  as  to  mahe  them  believe  they  were  not 
to  be  removed  till  the  British  tleet  arrived,  if  it  might 
be  expected  .'^oon.     Mr.  Logic  was  however  afterwards 
convinced,  that  the  Emperor  at  this  time  was  informed 
his  oi-ders'had  been  executed,  as  the  British  subject-s 
amounting  to  lOU,  arrived  at  Marteen,  a  few  miles  from 
Tetuan,  the  subsequent  evening  ;  having  been  forced 
to  abandon  their  vessels,  houses,  and  all  their  proper- 
1  ty  ;  and  compelled  to  submit  to  the  greatest  imposi- 

tion, for  the  use  of  camels  and  mules,  to  remove  their 
bedding  and  wearing  apparel.  The  value  of  the  ef- 
fects left  behind,  Mr.  Logic  computed  to  amount  to 
upwards  of  sixty  thousand  pounds. 

The  heavy  expense  attending  their  removal  from 
Tangier,  with  their  stay  at  Marteen,  to  their  arrival 
at  Gibraltar,  Mr.  Logie  was  obliged  to  disburse  ;  the 
Emperor's  order  on  the  2Gth  of  November,  having  so 
much  imposed  upon  them,  that  they  laid  out  what  mo- 
ney they  were  possessed  of,  in  purchasing  such  articles 
as  they  judged  would  be  useful  at  Gibraltar,  imagining 
they  were  to  be  conducted  immediately  to  that  Garri- 

The  Emperor  removed  on  the  17th  of  December  to 
Tangier  ;  whence  he  usually  sent,  once  or  twice  every 
week,  some  insulting  message  to  the  Consul,  charging 
the  English  with  having  che;;ted  his  Ambassador,  and 
beinu^  indebted  to  him  several  thousand  cobs  for  main- 
taining the  garri.son  of  Gibrahar  ;  \^ilh  others  crpially 
false  and  abu":ive. 
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Mr   Logie,  on  the  26th  of  December,  was  informea 
th^Ihe  Emperor  had  given  up  all  the  British  sul.jeets 
a   prisoners  to  the  Spaniards,  and  that  the  suceeedmg 
".f they  were  to  he  removed  to  Algeziras.     Bc.ng  a  - 
.u  od  of  the  truth  of  this  intelligence,  by  one  of  the 
Emperor-s  servants,  he  burnt  all  his  P"'-  -  PfP-^, ^° 
prevent  their  falling  into  the   enemy  s  hands.     The 
28th  the  Consul  embarked  with  Mrs.  Log.e  (who  had 
!«':ded  him  through  all  these  troubU.),  and  about 
t«x'nty  more,  on  board  a  schooner,  »>thout  bemg  al- 
owed  time  to  take  in  any  refreshment  for  the.r  voyage. 
O  hers,  under  si.nilar  circumstances,  were  put  on  board 
o.  L:   ;essels.     They  were  guarded  by  <-   Spamsh 
cruisers,  and  for  the  first  tnght  put  »>'»  Ceut.^^a   • 
the  next  morning  they  proceeded  across  the  Straits 
m>d  alout  noon  anchored  off  the  Or.-.nge.grove,  but 
Zn  after  were  ordered  by  Admiral  B.arcelo  to  moor 
U  the  entrance  of  the  river  Pahnones.     Here  the  Con- 
1  v4s  detained  till  the  U.h  of  January  followmg,  by 
'Ich  time  an  answer  arrived  from  Madr.d  concermng 
their  futiu'e  destination. 

During  this  period,  no  offer  was  made  to  supply 
thm  with  provisions  or  necessaries,  though  the  Moors 
"^re  permitted  to  purchase  whatever  they  wanted 
Mr  Logie  therefore  appUedto  the  French  Charge  des 
Affaires. i  Algeziras,  who  very  generously  dispatched 
such  articles  as  he  judged  would  be  most  acceptable. 
Thp  nth  thev  were  conducted  to  Gibraltar. 

he  emoval  or  rather  expulsion,  of  the  Bnt.sh  sub- 
iects  from  Barbarv,  was  attended  with  other  unfortu- 
itte  consequence/ besides  depriving  us  of  provisions: 
our  connexion  with  Portugal  became  afterwards  more 
;:  cXs;  and  the  Governor  was  cut  off  rom  a. ource 
of  information,  by  which  he  was  acquamtod  .ith  the 
enemy',  operations  both  in  camp  and  at  C  a.h/.      Mi . 
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Logie  had  always  contrived  to  procure  pretty  certain 
intelligence  of  the  enemy's  motions,  by  those  Moors 
who  were  in  his  interest  ;*  for,  the  Spaniards  allowing 
them  to  bring  various  articles  to  the  army  before  Gib- 
raltar, and  the  fleet  at  Cadiz,  and  Mr.  Logic  lending 
them  money  to  carry  on  this  advantageous  trade,  they 
faithfully  communicated  to  him  whatever  came  to  their 
knowledge.     The  last  informati«»n  Mr.   Logie  himself 
was  the  bearer  of  to  the  Governor,  which  was,  that  the 
enemy  had  a  gi'eat  number  of  fire-ships  in  the  rivers?, 
ready  for  immediate  use. 

The  10th  of  January,  a  brig  came  in  from  Madeira, 
in  four  days,  with  seventy  butts  of  wine.  The  master 
had  left  London  with  a  cargo  to  exchange  at  Madeira  ; 
but  a  violent  gale  of  wind  had  driven  him  to  sea  with 
his  cargo  incomplete,  and  half  his  crew  a^-hore.  The 
same  day,  the  Moorish  vessels  which  brought  over 
Consul  Logie,  returned  to  Algeziras.  Two  days  fol- 
lowing, the  Tartar  privateer  arrived  with  various  ar- 
ticles from  England  :  she  brought  Ilis  Majesty's  ma- 
nifesto for  commencing  ho.^tilities  again.^t  the  Dutch. 

On  the  l*Jth,  .'-ome  experiments  were  made  at  Alge- 
ziras, from  two  new  Spani.sh  boats,  with  mortars  on 
board.  We  had  some  time  before  learned  that  they  were 
preparing  such  vessel.*',  and  that  they  intended  soon  to 
trv  them  against  the  Garri.-^on.  Their  construction 
w*a.s  upon  a^plan  similar  to  that  of  the  gun-boats  :  the 
mortars  were  fixed  in  a  solid  bed  of  timber,  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  boat  ;  and  the  only  api»arent  di.stinction  was, 
that  they  had  long  prow  s,  and  braced  their  yards  more 
athwart  the  boat  w  hen  they  fired. 

The  21st,  the  .^vcrjeant  commanding  one  of  our  out- 
guards,  de-erted  to  the  enemy  :  he  went  towar<ls  the  De- 
vil's t  )wer,  and  once  stopped,  as  if  undetermined  to  pro- 
ceed or  not.      He  belonged  to  the  JOth  regiment,  and 
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left  a  wife  and  family  behind  :  he  had  always  been  es- 
teemed  of  good  character,  and  was  much  confided  in 
by  his  officers.     Some  pecuniary  matters  were  supposed 
to  be  the  reason  of  his  deserting.     This  was  the  fourth 
man  which  we  had  lost  in  this  way  within  the  course  of 
a   month.     The  2Hth,   a  ship  ai-rived  from  Leghorn 
with  various  articles.     In  her  passage  she  picked  up  at 
sea  the  long  boat  of  the  Brilliant  frigate,  Captain  Cur- 
tis,  which  we  had  been  anxiously  expecting  for  some 
time  with  dispatches  from  England.      On  the  2oth  and 
27th  three  of  Hardenberg's  brigade  had  deserted  ;  and 
this  day  a  rope  was  found  near  the  signal  bouse    by 
^vhich  we  imagined  the  last  two  of  them  had  escaped.  The 
29th  and  30th,  two  or  three  settees  arrived,  from  alott, 
with  the  produce  of  Minorca.     By  them  we  were  m- 
formed  that  the  Brilliant  was  got  safe  into  Mahon,  hay 
ing  been  chased  through  the   Straits  by   the   enemy  s 

cruisers  in  the  night. 

The  enemv-s  ,^orking  parties  had  for  several  weeks 
been  less  numerous:  their  occupation  «as  pnnc.pally 
confined  to  repairing  the  damages  done  by  the  weather  , 

curing  themselves  against  the  effects  of  our  firmg  by 
splinter  proofs  and  traverses ;  and  col  eetmg  depots  of 
different  n^aterials,  in  various  parts  of  tl>e.r  lines.  The  r 
advanced  patroles  frequently  approached  very  near  oar 
out-posts,  but  seldom  waited  a  second  discharge  from 
the  se..tries.  On  our  side,  the  engineers  were  indefa- 
tigable in  putting  every  thing  in  the  best  state  of  de- 
feice      The  enemv,  it  must  be  confessed,  dealt  openly 

Zrning  us,  so  long  before-hand,  of  their  intentions  ; 
"nd  the  Governor  was  exceedingly  active  and  dil.gen 
in   prepai-ing  against  whatever   circumstances   might 

"'The  1st  of  February  we  found,  behind  the  Rock,  the 
bodies  of  two  deserters,  who,  in  attempting  to  escape 
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from  the  Oarrison,  had  been  dashed  to  pieces.     One 
of  them  was  a  man  of  the  50th,  who  wa'  ""^'^■"g  '^^ 
day  preceding ;  the  other,  a  serjeant  of  the  73d,  who 
had  deserted  some  months  before.     The  3d    we  oh- 
served  the  enemy's  artillery  examining  the  ordnance  in 
their  linos.     The  morning  of  the  8tl.,  a  deserter  from 
a  Citalonian  regiment  came  in,  an.l  reported,  that  the 
enemv  posted  every  night  a  chain  of  sentries  along  the 
skirts  of  the  Governor's  meadow,  which  were  constantly 
visited  by  patroles  of  cavalry  to  keep  them  alert :  and 
that  a  captain's  guar,l,  besides  artillery,  mounted  m  the 
St    Carlos  batterv,  as  they  called  the  advanced  work. 
He  siud  the  camp  was  well  supplied  with  piwTis.ons, 
&c.  hut  that  the  men  were  sickly,  and  numbers  of  them 

deserted 

It  was  about  this  period,  that  the  officers  in  Gibral- 
tar presented  a  memorial,  through  the  commanding  of- 
ficers  of  the  different  regiments,  to  the  Governor,  re- 
questing  His  Excellency,  as  he  must  be  convinced  of 
the  truth  of  the  contents,  to  support  it  with  his  appro- 
bation and  interest.  /.,.-»» 

The  memorial  stated,  "  That  the  officers  of  his  Ma- 
"  jestv's  several  regiments  of  foot,  serving  under  His 
**  Excellency's  command,  had  been  necessarily  exposed 
''  to  a  great  varietv  of  inconveniences  since  the  com- 
''  mencement  of  the  blockade,  independent  of  the  ad- 
*'  ditional  duties  which  they  had  been  reqmred  to  dis- 
"  charge:     That,  in  particular,  their  pay,  which  con- 
"  stituted  their  chief,  if  not  their  sole  support,  had,  at 
*^  different  times,  suffered  a  great  diminution  by  the 
"  exorbitant  rate  of  exchange  ;"  which  they  stated  to 
have  fluctuated,  during  a  certain  period,  between  40 
and  42  pence  per  dollar,  Gibraltar  currency  :         I  hat 
"  every  article  of  clothing,  and  still  more,  those  essen- 
*'  tial  to  life  and  health,  were  so  advanced  in  price, 
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''  that,  with  the  strictest  economy,  their  i»ay  was  totally 
'' inadequate  to  the  expenses  absolutely  indispensable 
"in   their  present  situation;  a  situation  which,  they 
*'  apprehended,  precluded  them,  in  a  great  measure, 
from  participating  with  the  officers  at  home  m  the 
extensive  promotions  which  had  of  late  taken  place 
"  in  the  armv.     They  therefore  appealed  to  the  pater- 
*'nal   feelings,  the  justice,  and  the  humanity  of  His 
"  Excellency  ;' trusting  that,  through  his  recommen- 
"  dation  and  intercession,  such  assistance  and  protection 
**  might  be  granted  them,  as  their  situation  and  services 
"  deserved:"    Concluding  with  a  request,  ^^  that   His 
"  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  lay  their  prayer,  with 
"  all  humili'ty  on  their  part,  at  His  Majesty's  feet.** 
This  memorial  was  seconded  by  another  of  a  similar 
import ;  but  no  official  answer  was  received  to  either. 
It  must  be  confessed,  that  under  these  circumstances, 
the  situation  of  the  officers  was  by  no  means  flattering. 
Whatever  ob.-tacles  might  be  in  the  way  of  their  pro- 
motion, they  ould  not  help  feeling  the  peculiar  hard- 
ship  of  their  situation  :  nor  was  the  inactive  and  tedi- 
ous service  of  a  blockaded  Garrison  at  all  calculated 
to  divert  their  minds,  or  to  soothe  them  into  an  acqui- 
escence with  their  fortune.     They  reflected,  with  no 
very  agreeable  sensations,  upon  the  preferment  which 
had   been  liberally  bestowed  upon  young  officers  in 
Ergland  ;  while  many  subalterns  in  Gibraltar  had  ten 
or  twelve  years,  or  upwards,  of  strict  duty  and  services 
to  plead.  *  Nay,  the  situation  of  some  of  them  was  pe- 
culiarly discouraging  :  for  their  friends  had  repeatedly 
offered  to  raise  companies  to  secure  their  rank  :  but  of 
such  consequence  was  the  safety  of  Gibraltar  esteemed 
by  the  Ministry,  that  orders  were  sent  to  f«»rbid  any 
officers  leaving*  the  Garrison,  unless  replaced  by  others 
from  England.      It  is  but  justice  to  them,  however,  to 
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observe  that  they  in  general,  submitted  to  the  evils  of 
r^!^r  sHuation  without  murmur  or  rep.nmg ;  and  that, 
*^X:!:rtheir  countr,.  good^t^^^^^^^^ 

ST:;rtrrLff/~->^ ------ 

nC:l^tr  "irS  of  F.hruar,,  arrived  from 
^rt  rin  through  -~    .es.^^^^^ 

T-rh  l^thTlt::;  t::.  c;urse  for  Lgland. 
m;  Lot^e  wh;  carried  hon.e  dispatches,  .as a  passen- 
ger'  ^iTs'everal  others.     The  19th  and  20.h,  arr.ved 

"ir::;SSe  ttward  .ore  no.  pretty  re 
,  .hohnats  and  vessels  in  general  very  success- 

r;  -'^ret  ««      When  the  rea.ler  considers  the 
t::,  'oTdSes  and  dangers  attending  this  mter 
\ariei>  VI  V.  ,    ,     1    :_«  +v,o  nprseverance  ot  tnese 

course,  he  cannot  but  admire  the  P^^^^  Yi      f  ilo-ht  bur 
cour.  t:,  vessels  were  generally  of  light  bur- 

fc^e,gners      -Ihur  ve    e^       Jj  ^^„,„^.  ^^^aft,  which 

•:h  the  oTer'par  s  of  fhe  vessel,  was  usually  filled 
With  the  otnerpaii  ..ossaire  was  seldom 

«  W'  P--*  f.  -'-■'^  ;;:rfi'vc  S"  '^d  rmetimes  it  ex- 
performed  m  l^f ;''»"«  =  '^H'^.^  ,„^,e  «;ts  all  the 

ceeded  ten,  and  f^-li'^''.^.^Z7en  when  arrived 
.a,  along  rt.e  enen  y  s  CO         and^e  ^^  ^^^^^ 

Wo^rfrom  th    nunl;  and  vigilance  of  the  enemfs 
crtler's     the    orrors  of  a  Spanish  gaol  stared  them  m 
rfre,-  :"h  t.  chan.  of  ....  ..^ah,  the.  ... 

One  ci^umstance  ma^^^^^^^^^        ^'^^^  ^^  ^,,^  ^„^„y. 

vessels,  u.  the  '''^8  "f-' "^^^^  ^        ^ey  were  nevcrthe- 
To  the  chance  of  dece.ngth.u        y  ^ 
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Bay.  By  mancouvnng  in  this  manner  tl.oy  froquentb- 
a.Xed  safe,  and  in  that  case,  it  must  be  confessed, 
they  were  amply  recompensed.  ,    i,„  ,„ 

The  26th,  the  regiments  in  Garnson  began  to  be  re- 
viewed :  after  the  review,  each  regiment  .narched  to  its 
a  am.  post,  and  discharged  several  rounds  of  parapH 
firing.     The  'iS.h,  a  brig  under  Genoese  colours  can.e 
over°fron,  Algeziras :  the  crew  reported,  they  had  m- 
Wed  th  ir   m'ast,  and  put  into  Alge.iras  for  another 
C   that   the   Spaniards  had   ill-.n-ated   them;   they 
therefore   came  over  to  remedy  their  loss.      To  th.s 
story  the  Governor  did  not  give  impl.c.t   credit :   a 
guard   of  a  subaltern  and  twelve   ".en   was  sent  on 
board  ;  and  after  being  for  some  tmie  detained,  her 
cargo,  which  was  fruit,  was  sold.  „.,.!,» 

Thi  want  of  bread  in  the  beginning  of  March    be- 
gan  again  to  be  severely  felt :  many  families  had  not 
Lted  any  for  several  days.     The  poor  soldiers,  and 
still  more  the  inhabitants,  whose  finances  would  not  al- 
low them  to  purchase  articles  from  the  Mnx"-!-""  ^;^«- 
sels  rthe   cargoes  of  whieli,  by  the  way.  were  chiefly 
uxur ies)   were  in  intolerable  distress.     Biscuit  crumbs 
o Mfor  lOd.  and  Is.  per  lb.     The    allowance  ot  the 
troops  was  also  curtailed,  and  m.any  Portuguese  fish- 
ermen  left  the  Garrison  for  want  of  this  article.     TV 
wards  the  conclusion  of  the  month,  the  invalids  of  the 
Garrison  embarked  on  board  the  Enterprise  frigate 
and  St.  Fermin  armed  ship.     The  ^Tth,  the  former, 
with  the  Fortune  sloop,  sailed  for  M  norca :  an,l  the 

St.  Fermin  was  to  have  »«««™P»"'-:V''rK'f  il  her  b^ 
tin-  out  of  the  New  mole  some  accident  befell  her,  by 
iiiip  """•  .     ,       t„  fVie  course  of  the  month 

which  she  was  detained.      In  tne  course  o. 

several  small  craft  ai-rived  from  Minorca ;  and  we  lost 

two  men  by  desertion.  .  ,    •     i      n    i 

The  begLing  of  April,  the  Spanish  Admiral  called 
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iu  all  his  cruisers,  and  some  movements  took  place  in 
their  ilisposition,  which  seemed  to  indicate  the  expec- 
tation of  a  superior  ^orce.   The  2d,  we  observed  their  ar- 
tillery   arranging    the   mortars   in   the    Mill-battery; 
which  confirmed  us  in  the  conjecture.     The  succeeding 
day,  a  British  cutter,  called  the  Resolution,  arrived 
with  rum,  coals,  and  sugar,  in  twenty-nine  days,  from 
Plymouth.      The    master  informed  us  that  he  left   a 
FLEET,  which  was  coming  to  our  relief,  at  anchor  in 
Torbay.      Our  joy  at  this  news  was  greater,  if  po.«si- 
ble,  than  when  we  were  told  of  our  former  relief.     The 
exigencies  of  the  Garrison,  since  Admiral  Rodney's  de- 
parture, had  been  as  severe,  if  not  more  so  than  be- 
fore.     Since   the    soldier,  for  himself,    only  received 
weekly  5\  lb.  of  bread  ;    13  oz.  of  salt  beef,  18  oz.  of 
pork,  both  of  them  almost  in  a  state  of  putrescence; 
2^  oz.  of  butter,  which  was  little  better  than  rancid 
congealed  oil  ;   12  oz.   of  raisins  ;  ^  a  pint  of  pease  ;   1 
pint  of  Spanish  beans  ;   1    i»int  of  wheat,   which  they 
ground  into  flour  for  puddings  ;  4  oz.  of  rice,  and  \ 
of  a  pint   of  oil :    what   then   must    be   the    suffer- 
ings of  those  who  had  a  family  of  small  children  to  sup- 
port out  of  this  pittance !  or  what  mu.st  be  the  distress 
of  the  inhabitauts,  who  had   no  assistance   from  the 

stores. 

The  night  of  the  3d,  the  St.  Fermin,  with  the  Bril- 
liant's tender,  which  had  been  forced  by  a  gale  of  wind 
to  put  into' Gibraltar,  sailed  for  Mahon  :  two  xebeques 
immediately  gave  chase,  and,  we  afterwards  learned, 
captured  the  former. 

It  being  observed  that  the  enemy  had  stationed  at 
Cabrita  Point,  (though  at  some  distance  from  the  land) 
a  sloop  and  two  light  brigs,  supposed  to  be  fire-ships, 
the  Captains  of  the  privateers  in  the  Ray  proposed  cut- 
ting out  the  sloop,  and  burning  the  other  vessels  :  the 
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plan  was  mentionea  to  the  Governor  l.v  an  offi«r  of 
the  Garrison,  who  had  permission  to  take  with  h  m  . 
party  of  volunteers  from  the  different  corps  and  join  m 
«,e  Expedition.     About  eleven  o-clook  on  the  n.ght  of 
the  4lh  thev  proceeded  in  four  boats.     W  hen  they  set 
out  th    night  was  very  favourable  for  the  enterpnse ; 
but  before^they  reached  the  vessels  the  moon  su.hU.  y 
shone  forth,  and  they  reluctantly  returned.     WhU  er 
the  Spaniards  discovered  the  boats  or  not,  .s  a  matter 
If  d'ubt ;  it  is  probable  they  did,  as  the  next  morn.ng 
four  gun-boats  joined  them  from  Algez.ras,  and  the 
sloop  removed  farther  to  the  southward. 

The  enemv,  on  the  .-ith,  sealed  several  of  the.r  ord- 
nance in  the  l>.'.tteries  round  the  Bay;  two  fr.gafs 
«:ere  also  placed  in  front  of  eight  vessels,  -PP';-^  «» 
be  fire-ships  :  the  e  motions  convinced  us  that   he  tne- 
mv  were  aware  of  the  fleet  which  was  expected.     1  he 
"Vning  of  the  Tth,  the  Eagle  prHateer,  of  fourteen 
Imfrrived  in  fourteen  days  from  Glasgow :  .a  xe- 
beoue   a  sloop  of  fourteen  guns,  a  galliot,  and  eleven 
;S;ats,  engaged  her  in  the  Bay;  >'"»  ^v -m  hg.,.- 
L  and  good  seamanship,  she  escaped.     Ihe  C..pt^>n 

:tmed\.s,  that  the  r.KKx  had  -"-'^  •""!  .^^;;  ^^ 
much  surprised  in  not  finding  them  arrived.     The  iol 
Towing  dav,  the  Spanish  General  visited  the  lines  and 
advance.1  works.     The  9th,  only  two  xebeques  and  the 
;in"oa.s  were  at  A.geziras,  the  rest  of  th™"  onus 
Invinir  hft  the  station.     The  11th,  a  felucca  c.une 
rouLd  C  brita,  with  oars,  and  with  a  press  of  sail:  uu- 
med"atelv  upo;  entering  the  Bay,  she  n«..b.  a  signal 
ZL  w;s  inswered  at  Alge.iras  by  an  English  ensign 
at  the  main-top-gallant  mast-head      Soon  aft^r  a  bo-U 
,vent  over  to  Ceuta,  and  the  xebeque  which  was  st. 
Zed  at  the  Point  was  called  in  with  •>-  ^m-l-^  • 
In  the  evening  many  signals  were  made  from  the 


SIEGE  OF  GIBU.VLTAK. 


Ui) 


ana  about  midnight  arrived  the  Kite  cutter,  Captain 
Trollop,  uith  the  joyful  news  that  the  Convoy  was  at 
the  entrance  of  the  Straits,  under  charge  of  Admiral 
Darby,  with  the  British  Grakd  fleet. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Admiral  Darby  relieves  Gibraltar. -Spaniards  bombard  U^e 
Town.-Soldiers   guilty   of  Irregular.t.es.-Tov.  n    fre- 
quently  on  Fire,  and  greatly  injured.-Gun  and  mor- 
L  boats  very  troviblesome  to  the  Navy  -Admiral  Dar- 
by  returns  to  England. -Captain  Curt.s  arrives  with  a 
convoy  of  victualK-rs-Townin  ----0--^-^ -"^;; 
their  attacks  on  the  Garrison  :  fatal  eflccts  -InhabUants 
n.uch    alarmed  by  their  attaeks.-One  of  the  Enemy  s 
magazines  blown  up.-General  Eliott  adopts  a  mode  of 
annoying  the  Enemy's  camp,  and  constructs  Pr^-^^*; 
oppose  the  gun-boats.-Bombardment  abates.- fhe  lie- 
lena  sloop  of  war  arrives,  after  a  warm  action  uMth  the 
Enemy.-Singular  system  of  firing,  from  the  ^^^V- 
Melancholy  fate  of  a  matross.-Enemy  make  addmo,. 
to  their  works—Firing  increases  on  both  sules.-Death 
of  Major  Burke.-Gallant  behaviour  of  a  workmg  party. 
_V  conspiracy  discovered    in   the   Navy. -Enemy,    by 
their  (H>crations,  demonstrate  their  intention   of  besieg- 
ing  the   Garrison  in  form.^lneflectual  attempt  to  de- 
stroy their  batteries-Several  cutters  taken.-Enemy  fi- 
nish  their   batteries—General    Eliott    pr..jects  a  sally, 
which  proves  successful. 

At  dav.break,  on  the  l-2th  of  April,  the  much  expect- 
cd  fleet,  under  the  command  of  A.lmiral  Darby,  was 
in  sight  from  our  .igual-house,  but  was  not  discernible 
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from  below,  being  obscured  by  a  thick  mist  in  the  Gut. 
As  the  sun,  however,  became  more  powerful,  the  fog 
irradually  rose,  like  the  curtain  of  a  vast  theatre,  dis- 
covering to  the  anxious  Garrison  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful and  pleasing  scenes  it  is  possible  to  conceive.  The 
Convoy,  consistin«^'  of  near  a  hundred  vessels,  were  in 
a  compact  body,  led  by  several  men  of  war  :  their  sails 
iust  enough  filled  for  steerage,  whilst  the  majority  of 
the  line-of-battle  ships  lay-to  under  the  Barbary  shore, 
having  orders  not  to  enter  the  Bay,  lest  the  enemy 
should  molest  them  with  their  fire-ships.  The  ecsta- 
cies  of  the  inhabitants  at  this  grand  and  exhilarating 
sight  are  not  to  be  described.  Their  expressions  of 
joy  far  exceeded  their  former  exultations.  But,  alas ! 
they  little  dreamed  of  the  tremendous  blow  that  impend- 
ed, which  was  to  annihilate  their  property,  and  reduce 
many  of  them  to  indigence  and  beggary. 

As  the  convoy  ai)proached  the  Bay,  fifteen  gun-boats 
advanced  from  Algeziras,  and  forming  in  regular  order 
under  the  batteries  at  Cabrita  Point,  began  a  smart 
cannonade  on  the  nearest  ships,  seconded  by  the  gun 
and  mortar  batteries  on  the  land.  A  hne-of-battle  ship 
and  two  frigates,  however,  soon  obliged  them  to  a  pre- 
cipitate retreat ;  and,  continuing  to  pursue  them,  the 
crews  of  several  des(?rted  their  boats,  and  took  refuge 
amongst  the  rocks.  Had  our  ships  advanced  at  this 
critical  juncture,  and  manned  their  boats,  the  whole 
might  probably  have  been  destroyed,  and  the  Garrison 
by  that  means  been  rid  of  those  disagreeable  visitors 
>vhich  afterwards  so  harassed  and  annoyeil  us  ;  but  the 
frigates,  having  dispersed  them,  thouglit  no  more  of 
tlio  bum-boats,  as  some  Naval  officers  contemptuously 
culled  them,  and  left  them  to  be  repossessed  by  the  fu- 
gitives. 

The  enemy,  on  the  land-.^ide,  were  far  froui  bi  ing 
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idle  spectators  of  this  relief.  On  the  first  intimation  of 
Admiral  Darby's  approach,  preparations,  it  is  imagined, 
were  made  in  tiie  lines,  and  a  reinforcement  of  artillery 
ordered  down  from  the  camp ;  as  at  day-break,  before 
the  fleet  was  well  in  sight,  we  remarked  that  their  can- 
non were  elevated,  and  the  sponges  and  rammers  reared 
against  the  merlons.  These,  with  other  appearances, 
indicated  an  intention  of  opening  on  the  Garrison. 

Our  private  letters  had,  for  some  time  before,  men- 
tioned tliat  the  Si)aniards  proposed  to  bombard  Gibral- 
tar, if  tlie  Garrison  was  a  second  time  relieved:  but 
the  truth  of  this  intelligence  was  doubted,  it  being  con- 
ceived that  no  beneficial  consequences  could  arise  to 
them  from  such  a  cruel  proceeding.  We  however 
overlooked  the  predominant  characteristic  of  the  na- 
tion, which,  particularly  in  this  instance,  seems  to  have 
influenced  them  more  than  any  other  motive,  and  even 
to  have  carried  them  beyond  that  line  of  prudence  and 
caution,  which  in  military  affairs  ought  to  be  strictly 
attended  to. 

About  three  quarters  past  ten  o'clock,  the  van  of  the 
convoy  came  to  an  anchor  off  the  New  mole,  and  Rosia 
Bay ;  and,  as  if  this  were  the  signal  for  the  enemy  to 
open,  a  smart  fire  immediately  commenced  from  Fort 
St.  Philip,  followed  by  all  the  batteries  which  bore  up- 
on the  Garrison.  The  number  of  ordnance  bearing 
on  the  place,  was  as  follows :  the  King's  or  Black  bat- 
terv,  (mounting  14  guns),  12  bearing  on  the  Garrison  ; 
Fort  St.  Philip  (27  guns),  11  bearing  on  the  Garri- 
son; Infanta's  battery,  of  7  guns;  Prince's  and  Prin- 
cess's batteries,  of  li  guns  each;  Fort  St.  Barbara 
(23  guns),  G  ])earing  on  the  Garrison :  these,  with 
about  50  mortars,  distributed  along  their  lines,  and  in 
St.  Carlos's  battery,  amount  to  114  pieces  of  artillery  ; 
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all  of  heavy  metal,  being  twenty-six-pounders,  and  thir- 

teen-inch  mortars.  i  r  ^r« 

The  enemy's  cannonade  was  mstantly  returned  from 
the  Garrison  ;  but  our  artillery  had  orders  to  disregard 
their  lines,  and  notice  only  the  St.   Carlos  s  battery, 
which  consequently  soon  slackened  its  fire      The  mi- 
serable and  terrified  inhabitants,  who  just  befi,re  were 
congratulating  each  other  on  the  arrival  of  the  rtee  , 
row  changed  their  exultation  to  sorrow    and  Hocked, 
both  old  and  young,  men,  women,  and  children,  in  the 
greatest  confusion,  to  the  southward,  leaving  their  pro- 
pertv,  unsecured,  to  the  mercy  of  the  soldiers.     The 
shell's  from  the  St.  Carlos's  battery  were  directed  to- 
wards  the  New  mole ;  the  Convoy,  however,  had  been 
warned  not  to  anchor  within  the  range  of  their  fire : 
the  shipping,  therefore,  were  not  in  the  least  molested. 
A  settee  was  sunk  near  the  watering-tank,  and  num- 
bers of  shells  fell  on  the  red-sands,  and  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of  Southport,  which  added  no  little  to  the 
alarm  of  the  fugitives  from  town.     The  enemy  s  other 
batteries  were  chiefly  directed  to  Wilhss,  the  Lines, 
and  particularly  the  ground  upon  which  the  troops  were 
intended  to  have  been  encamped.     Between  one  and 
two  o'clock  their  firing  abated,  and  in  a  short  time 
ceased.     Of  this  fiivourable  cessation  the  inhal)itants 
availed  themselves  to  secure  such   valuable  property 
as  could  be  expeditiously  removed  ;  but  the  heavier  ar- 
ticle^  which  the  avaricious  and  hard-hearted  hucksters 
had  kept  concealed  in  their  stores,   to  bring  forth  in 
small  quantities  when  the  prices  suited,  were  all  de- 
troyed  in  the  course  of  the  bombardment. 

About  five  o'clock,  the  batteries  of  the  enemy  again 
opened,  and  the  firing  continued,  without  internnssion, 
the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  the  succeeding  night. 
It  did  not,  however,  interrupt  the  disembarkation  of 
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the  supplies.  Five  hundred  men,  with  a  prop(»rtion  of 
officers,  were  ordered  for  that  duty:  they  were  after- 
wards considerablv  augmented ;  and  such  was  the  la- 
hour  and  diligence  of  the  Garrison,  that  the  stores  were 
landed,  with  the  assistance  of  the  NavT,  in  nme  or  ten 
davs.  Our  casualties,  on  the  12th,  were  but  few: 
Lieut.  Boag,  of  the  artillery,  was  wounded  :  also  se- 
veral uon-comini>sioned  officers  and  privates. 

The  bombardment  was  continued  the  13th,  and  se- 
veral soldiers  were  killed  and  wounded  in  their  quar- 
ters.      In  the  course  of  the  day,  a  hundred  and  fifty 
men  were  ordered  to  remove  ammunition  to  the  maga- 
zines on  the  hill,  and  an  additional  number  to  join  the 
partv  employed  in  landing  the  supplies.     The  14th,  the 
gun'and  mortar  boats  fired  upcm  the  shipping,  but  were 
soon  obliged  to  retire.     Several  barges  attended,  hav- 
ing   officers   in  them,  who  seemed  to  give  directions 
how  to  point  their  cannon.     Our  batteries  ceased  firing 
this  day,  but   the  enemy's  ordnance  were  kept  going 
with  great  vivacitv.     They  appeared  to  have  got  the 
exact  range  of  the  heights  :   even  the  Royal  battery  did 
not  escape  their  shells.     Ensign   Martin  was  slightly 
wounded  with  splinters  of  stones.      No  arrangement  of 
the  troops  was  yet  known  :   and  the  former  distribution, 
given  out  in  November,  was  totall}  overthrown  by  the 
extensive  range  of  the  enemy's  fire.      Officers,  however, 
whose  quarters  were  damaged,  received  marquees  from 
the  pubUc  stores,  to  encamp  at  the  southward  ;  and  the 
distressed  inhabitants  were  accommodated  with  tents. 

It  l)eing  remarkeil  tlwit  the  enemy's  fire  considerably 
abated  abeut  noon,  the  Governor  ordered  the  town^ 
guards  to  assemble  at  twelve  o'clock  ;  by  which  regu- 
lation  less  danger  was  apprehended  in  relieving  the 
men  on  dutv.  The  night  piccpiets  were  likewise  ordered 
to  oconpv  tiic  ca-emates  under  the  Grand  battery,  that 
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they  might  he  at  hand  to  reinforce  the  northern  guar«U, 
in  case  of  aharm.  The  total  strcnsrth  of  the  pickets, 
at  this  period,  was  two  captains,  nine  suhalterns,  nine 
sergeants,  nine  drummers,  and  391  rank  and  file. 
The  cause  of  the  cessation  in  the  enemy's  fire  at 
noon,  arose  from  a  custom,  pretty  general  in  Spain,  and 
common,  I  helieve,  in  most  warm  climates,  that  of  in- 
dulging themselves  with  a  meridian  nap.  This  luxury 
the  Spaniards  could  not  refuse  themselves,  even  in  war, 
and  it  was  invariably  attended  to  during  their  future 
operations  against  Gibraltar.* 

Vice- Admiral  Darby,  with  the  ships  of  war,  continu- 
ed cruising  in  sight  of  the  Rock  :  the  service  however 
requiring  dispatch  in  lan.ling  the  supplies,  he  detached 
Rear- Admiral  Sir  John  Lockhart  Ross  to  superintend 
that  duty  in  the  Bay :  and  the  Garrison  party  was  aug- 
mented to  upwards  of  a  thousand  men,  besides  officers. 
The  evening  of  the  14th,  the  enemy's  shells  were  very 
profusely  distributed  :  some  that  did  not  burst  we  exa- 
mined, and  on  drawing  the  fuse,  found  inflammable 
matter  mixed  with  the  powder  :  these  combustibles  set 
fire  to  a  wine-house  in  the  green-market,  near  the  Spa- 
nish church  ;  and  before  the  fire  could  be  extinguished, 
four  or  five  houses  were  burnt  to  the  ground.  Detach- 
ments from  the  regiments  and  guards  in  town  were 
immediately  ordered  to  quench  the  flames  ;  but  the 
enemy's  cannonade  became  so  brisk,  that  great  confu- 

•  This  will  not  appear  so  extraordinary  when  the  reader 
is  informed  that,  during  the  insurrection  of  Madrid,  in 
1766.  the  insurgents,  as  mentioned  by  Major  Dalrymple,  in 
his  Travels  through  Spain,  regularly  indulged  themselves 
with  their  siesta,  and  then  returned  to  their  ditferent  places 
of  rendezvous.  Government  did  the  same  ;  so  that  there 
seemed  to  be  a  sleepy  convention,  for  a  few  hours,  every  day^ 
between  administration  and  the  mob. 
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sion  ensued.  From  this  moment,  we  may  date  the 
commencement  of  the  irregularities  into  which,  through 
resentment  and  intoxication,  the  soldiers  were  betrayed. 
Some  died  of  immediate  intoxication,  and  several  were 
with  difficulty  recovered,  by  oils,  and  tobacco  water, 
IVom  a  dangerous  state  of  ebriety. 

Though  riot  and  violence  are  most  contrary  to  that 
spirit  of'regular  discipline  which  should  always  prevail 
in  military  affairs,  something  may  yet  be  urged  in  ex- 
tenuation of  the  conduct  of  the  troops,  which  has  been 
so  much  the  subject  of  reprehension  amongst  the  peo- 
ple interested.     The  extreme  distress  to  which  the  sol- 
diers had  been  reduced  by  the  mercenary  conduct  of 
the  hucksters  and  liquor-dealers,  in  hoarding,  or  rather 
concealing  their  stocks,  to  enhance  the  price  of  what 
w:is  exposed  for  sale,  raised  amongst  the  troops,  (when 
they  discovered  the  great  quantities  of  various  articles 
in  the  private  stores)  a  spirit  of  revenge.     The  first 
and  second  days,  they  conducted  themselves  with  gi-oat 
propriety  ;  but  on  the  eve  of  the  third  day,  their  discip- 
line was  overpowered  by  their  inebriation  ;  and  from 
that  instant,  regardless  of  punishment,  or  the  intreaties 
of  their  officers,  they  were  guilty  of  many,  and  great 
excesses.     The  enemy's  shells  soon  forced  open  the 
secret  recesses  of  the  merchants  ;  and  the  soldiers  in- 
stantly availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  seize 
upon  the  liquors,  which  they  conveyed  to  haunts  of  their 
own.     Here,  in  parties,  they  barricaded  their  quarters 
against  all  opposers,  and,  insensible  of  their  danger, 
regaled  themselves  with  the  spoils.     Several  skirmishes 
occurred  amongst  them,  which,  if  not  seasonably  put 
a  stop  to  by  the  interference  of  officers,  miglit  have 
ended  in  serious  con-ec|uences. 

It  did  not  appear,  through  all  their   intemperance, 
that  those  irregularities  arose  from  any  cause  so  much 
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as  a  spirit  of  revenue  airainst  the  merchants.  A  groat 
quantity  of  liquor,  K:c.  was  wantonly  aestroyed  ;  and 
in  some  cases,  incrcdildo  profusion  jn-evailed.  Among 
other  instances  of  caprice  and  extrava,urance,  I  recollect 
that  of  roasting  a  pig  by  a  fire  made  of  cinnamon. 
The  oifenders  were  at  first  confined  and  reprimanded, 
which  the  Governor  judged  would  liave  a  greater  ef- 
fect than  punishment ;  but  relapsing  a  second  time,  he 
was  convinced  his  lenity  was  disregarded ;  and  he  was 
therefore  compelled  to  use  more  rigorous  measures. 

I  have  thought  proper  to  digress  a  little  upon  this 
subject,   not  in  justification  of  the  soldiers,  but  to  ac- 
quaint the  world  with  the  truth  ;  as  some,  who  have 
related  the  occurrences  of  this  period  to  their  friends, 
have  omitted  doing  the  Garrison  the  justice  to  annex 
the  account  of  their  former  hard.>hips.      Besides,  had 
the  troops  been  in  the  highest  degi-ee  abstemious,  the 
enemy's  fire  would  soon  have  destroyed  what  was  only 
the  sooner  consumed  by  their  extravagance;  for  the 
inhabitants  were  too  nuich  alarmed  for  the  safety  of 
their  own  persons,  to  attend  to  the  security  of  tlu-ir  ef- 
fects. 

I  forgot  to  mention  in  its  place,  that,  previous  to  the 
bombardment,  the  sick  in  town  had  received  orders  to 
remove  when  the  firmg  commenced :  on  the  13th, 
therefore,  the  men  were  conveyed  to  the  Naval  hospi- 
tal at  the  southward. 

The  15th,  the  bombardment  was  continued  with 
greater  vivacity.  Not  content  with  discharging  their 
ordnance  regularly,  they  saluted  us  almost  every  in- 
stant with  a  \olley  of  eight  or  ten  cannon,  besides  mor- 
tars. Our  batteries  remained  silent,  and  the  guns  at 
Willis's  were  drawn  behind  the  merlons,  to  secure  them 
against  the  enemy's  sh<»t.  U  was  observed,  they  di- 
rected a  great  numbei-  of  shells  towards  the  worlving 
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parade,  and  ab.nit  the  Victualling-ofiice.      In  the  morn- 
ing,   the    gun.boats   again  attacked  the  ships  of  war 
and  transports  ;  an.l  tlie  Navy  returned  a  smart  fire. 
About  noon,  Lieut.  Budworth,  of  the  72d  regiment, 
and  Surgeon  Chesholme,  of  the  56th,  were  wounded 
by  a  splinter  of  a  shell  at  the  door  of  a  northern  case- 
mate in  the  King's  bastion.     The  former  was  danger- 
ously scalped,  and  the  latter  had  one  foot  taken  off, 
and  the  other  leg  broken,   besides  a  wound   in  the 
knee.     The  troops  in  town,  in  the  afternoon  began  to 
encamp  at  the  southward,  an.l  to  be  regularly  distri- 
buted amongst  the  casemates  in  town.      The  following 
was  the  arrangement.      To  the  Hanoverians  were  al- 
lotted the  bomb-proofs  under  the  Grand  battery,  occu- 
pied by  the  piccjuets,  which  in  consequence  removed  to 
Landport  gateway,  and  Prince   of  Hesse's  casemate. 
The  l-2th,  39th,  and  56th  regiments,  were  ordered  to 
possess   Montague's  casemate,  with  the  Galley-house, 
and  Waterport  gateway  :  those  who  could  not  be  ac- 
commodated in   these 'qui^i'ters,    encamped  above  the 
South  barracks  and  Navy  hospital,  on  the  declivity  of 
the  hill :  the   7'2d  regiment  totally  withdrew  into  the 
King's   bastion,  and  the  58th  and*  73d  regiments  re- 
mained in  the  South  barracks :  the  artillery  and  engi- 
neers were  disposed  of  on  the  same  plan.     Several  days 
ehqjsed  before  the  troops  were  properly  settled.     The 
gi-ound  on  which  they  encanq>ed,  was  very  steep  and 
rugged :  it  was  necessary  therefore  to  level  it  into  ter- 
races for  the  men  to  pitch  their  tents.     The  regimental 
stores  were  also  to  be  removed,  and  other  duties  of  a 
>imilar  nature  executed,  before  the  troops  could  be 
considered  as  properly  established. 

The  gun.boats  attacked  the  shipping  on  the  16th, 
and  endeavoured  to  molest  the  parties  employed  m 
landing  the  provisions:  but  a  line-of-battlc  ship,  and 
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two  frigates,  soon  obliged  them  to  retire.  In  the 
course  of  the  day,  the  women  and  children  who  had 
taken  refuge  with  their  husbands  and  friinds  in  the 
casemates  in  town,  were  ordered  to  remove  and  encamp 
at  the  southward.  Thougli  this  order,  from  motives 
of  humanity,  was  not  strictly  enforced,  yet  it  greatly 
relieved  the  men,  and  in  a  measure  removed  our  appre- 
hen.-,ions  of  some  infectious  disorder  being  generated 
from  their  crowded  and  confined  situation.  The  offi- 
cers were  under  the  necessity  of  participating  with  the 
men  in  these  unpleasant  accommodations :  their  pre- 
sence, however,  produced  this  beneticial  consequence, 
that  they  often  prevented  tht;  men  from  indulging  in 
those  excesses,  into  which,  otherwi^e,  they  undoubtedly 
would  have  entered.  The  same  day,  tlie  Queen's- 
lines.  Main,  New-mole,  and  Rosia  guards,  were  ordered 
to  be  Captain's  guards. 

The  enemy,  on  the  17th,  first  reached  the  Rock-gun 
w  ith  shot  froni  the  seven-gun  battery.     Colonels  Ross, 
Green,  and  Picton,  wore  app«»inted  the  same  day  to  rank 
as  Brigadiers  ;  and  Capt.  Wilson  of  the  T'id  regiment. 
Lieutenant    HoUoway  of  the  engineers,  and   Captam 
Picton    of  the   12th  regiment,  were    appointed  then- 
brigade-majors.     Two  field-officers,  with  a  captain  from 
each  regiment,  and  one  subaltern  for  every  fifty  men, 
were  ordered  also  to  sui.erintend  the  disembarkation  of 
provisions.     In  the  afternoon,  the  shells  of  the  besbg- 
ers  set  fire  to  the  stores  in  the  Spanish  church.      Par- 
ties were  in>tantly  detached  from  the  main  guard,  72d 
regiment,  and  others  corps  in  town,  to  remove  the  pro- 
visions.      The  Lieutenant-Governor  with  hi.-,  Alde-do- 
camps  were  present,  encouraging  the  men  to  perform 
this  duty  with  expedition.     The  enemy's  fire  at  this 
time  was' remarkably  spirited  :  nevertheless,  the  greater 
part  was   saved  by'the  activity  of  the  parties.     Many 
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casks   of  Hour  were  brought  into  the  King's  bastion 

and  piled  as  temporary  traverses  before  the  doors  of 

the  southern  casemates,  in  which  several  persons  had 

been   kille<l  and   wounded  in  bed.     These  traverses, 

however,  did  not  continue  long  ;  for  the  men,  when 

the  spoils  in  the  town  became  scarce,  considered  those 

barrels,  which  the  enemy's  shot  had  pierced,  as  lawful 

prizes      The  contents  were  soon  scooped  up  and  tried 

into  pancakes,  a  dish  which  they  were  very  expert  ni 

cooking ;  and  the  upper  casks,  wanting  support  from 

below   gave  wav,  and  the  whole  came  to  the  ground. 

Though  the  flour  by  this  means  was  in  a  great  measure 

lost  to  Government,  yet  the  number  of  accidents  which 

these  traverses  prevented,  greatly  overbalanced  the  va- 

lue  of  the  article.     Traverses  of  another  natm-e  were 

afterwards  erected  in  their  ro(»m. 

The  gun-boats,  en  the  18th,  fired  again  upon  the 
shipping  and  men  of  war  cruising  in  the  Bay.  The 
Minerva  and  Monsieur  frigates,  had  several  men  dan- 
gerouslv  wounded  ;  and  the  Nonsuch  had  a  mast  crip- 
pled. The  Navy,  after  this  attack,  no  longer  consi- 
dered these  boats  in  the  same  despicable  light  as  on 
their  first  entrance  into  the  Bay.  In  the  course  of  the 
day  a  shell  fell  through  the  arch  of  the  Galley-house, 
where  part  of  the  3«Jth,  and  some  of  the  Pith  regi- 
inents  were  quartered  :  it  killed  two,  and  wounded  four 
i)rivate«=.  In  consequence  of  this  unexpected  casualty, 
the  tro<r^  removed  thence,  and  joined  their  regiments 

at  the  .-otithward.  .     ,       ... 

Our  batteries,  especially  at  Willis's,  by  this  time  ex- 
bibited  a  very  disorderly  and  ruinous  appearance. 
The  ord!.ance  had  been  withdrawn  when  the  artillery 
cease<l  to  fire  :  but  the  merlons  were  now  considerably  da- 
maeed,  and  some  of  the  cannon  dlMUounted  and  ir.iur- 
P,l  ^    The  Lines  were  also  nearly  choaked  np  with  l..<'se 
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stones  aiul  rubbish,  brought  down  by  the  ^bot  from  the 
rock  above  ;  the  traverses  along  the  line-wall  were 
greatlv  injured;  and  the  town,  particularly  at  the  north- 
ward,approached  every  day  towards  a  final  demolition. 
The  engineers,  howevei,  were  ordered  to  prepare  ma- 
terials for  repairing  the  Queen  s  battery  at  Willis's ; 
and  parties  of  workmen  were  employed  in  carrying  up, 
from  below,  sand-bags  and  other  requisites  for  that 
purpose.  New  traverses  were  likewise  begun  along 
the  diiierent  communications,  higher,  stronger,  and  at 
shorter  distances  than  the  old  ones. 

The  gun-boats  renewed  their  attack,  the  19th,  on  the 
shipping,   but  were  soon  obliged  to  retreat.      In  the 
course  of  the  day,  the  terrace  store-house  was  set  on 
fire.     The  camp-e(iuipage  of  the  Garrison  being  in  an 
adjacent   house,    parties  from  the  regiments  in  town 
were  ordered  to  remove  them  with  the  greatest  expe- 
dition.    The  men  gi  nerally  received  some  gratuity  from 
the  Governor  for  these  hazardous  duties.     The  follow- 
ing dav,  the  supplies  being  lan<led,  the  tleet  in  the  even- 
ing prepared  to  return  to  the  westward.     Before  they 
weighed,  their  good  friends  the  gun-boats  gave  them  a 
parting  salute,  and  did  ^ome  damage.      By  six  o'clock 
the  whole    were   under    way.       Many    merchantmen, 
freighted  with  merchandise,  and  articles  much  wanted 
in  the  Garrison,  returned  with  their  cargoes  ;   the  mer- 
chants refusing  to  take  them,  on  account  of  the  bom- 
bardment.    Great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants,  and  of- 
licers  ladies,  likewise  embraced  this  opportunity  of  leav- 
ing the  Garrison. 

"The  impatience  of  the  Briti.>h  Admiral  to  disembark 
the  .supplies,  that  he  might  not  lose  the  opportunity  of 
thi  casterlv  wind  to  return  from  the  Mediterranean, 
had  preNcnted  the  Garrison  from  uid..a<ling  the  col- 
lier^ tliat  had  arrived  with  the  fleet :  these  ships  were 
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therefore  skuttled  in  the  New  molo,  to  be  discharged 
at  leisure.  The  ordnance-transports  were  also  ordered 
within  the  boom  for  the  same  purpose.  In  the  course 
of  the  20th,  the  Victualling-office  was  on  fire  for  a  short 
time  ;  and  at  night,  the  Town  was  on  fire  in  four  dif- 
ferent  places ;  but  the  public  stores  being  safe,  no  at- 
tempts were  made  to  extinguish  the  flames. 

The  enemy's  cannonade  and  bombardment  continued 
still  very  brisk.     The   2 1st,   forty-two   rounds   were 
numbered  in    two   minutes,    between   six   and   eight 
o'clock.     The  Garrison  flag-staff  on  the  Grand  battery 
was  so  much  injured  by  their  fire,  that  the  upper  part 
was  obliged  to  be  cut  off;  and  the  colours,  or  rather 
the  glorious  remains,  w  ere  nailed  to  the  stump.      The 
evening  of  the  22d,  the  condjustible   matter  in  their 
shells  setting  fire  to  some  fascines  at  Watcrport,  Lieut. 
Cunningham  of  the  39th  regiment,  was  wounded  in  ex- 
tinguishing them.     The  fate  of  this  young  gentleman 
may  be  considered  as  exti-aordinary.     On  examining 
the  wound,  which  was  in  the  head,  it  appeared  so  trif- 
ling, that  the  surgeon  judged  his  skull  unhurt ;  and  his 
seeming  recovery  confirmed  the  opinion.     Something 
more  than  a  fortnight  elapsed,  when  he  complained  of 
a  pain  in  his  head  :  he  immediately  took  to  his  bed,  and 
in  a  short  time  expired.     After  his  decease,  a  consider- 
able fracture  wius  discovered,  with  a   quantity  of  ex- 
travasated  blood  encircUng  the  brain. 

The  gun  and  mortar  boats,  on  the  23d,  fired  upon 
our  parties  ranging  the  provisions  at  the  southward. 
Two  hundre.l  and  *ixty  shot  and  forty  shells  were  dis- 
charged,  several  of  which  fell  about  the  camp,  and  pow- 
der-magazines. The  wife  of  a  soldier  of  the  58th 
re'Mment  was  killed  behind  the  South  barracks,  and  se- 
veral men  wounded.  The  bombardment  from  the 
lines  was  now  in  some  degree  abated,  in  consequence 
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of  their  batteries  being  shaken  and  injured  by  their  own 
constant  cannonade.  We  observed,  during  this  day, 
a  number  of  mules,  with  carts  bringing  materials  to  the 
Hne  to  repair  them.  Our  artilk-ry,  at  night  annoj^rd 
them  with  a  few  rounds  from  the  batteries  above  W  il- 

lis'« 

The  24th  a  shell  fell  at  the  door  of  a  casemate,  un- 
der the  south  flank  of  the  King's  bastion,  and  wounded 
four  men  within  the  bomb-proof.  This  casemate  had 
been  appropriated  as  a  magazine  for  the  bastion,  and 
the  powder  had  only  been  removed  to  the  opposite 
casemate  a  few  days  previous  to  this  acci.lent.  n  the 
afternoon,  a  soldier  of  the  12th  regiment  deserted  from 
Landport-guard  ;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  town- 
rruards  were  ordered  to  assemble,  the  subsequent  day, 
at  two  o'clock  P.M.  The  enemy,  however,  not  in- 
creasing their  fire  as  was  expected,  the  guards  after- 
wards mounted  as  before. 

The  Garrison  orders  of  the  2Gth  expressed,  that  any 
soldier,  convicted  of  being  drunk  or  asleep  upon  his 
po^t  or  found  marauding,  should  be  immediately  exe- 
cuted.    These  measures,  rigorous  as  they  may  appear, 
were  become  absolutely  necessary,  and,  in  reality,  had 
been  too  long  deferred.     The  soldiers  were  now  arrived 
at  so  high  a  pitch  of  licentiousness,  that  no  respect  was 
paid  to  their  officers,  and  scarcely  obedience  to  them 
even  wIr  u  on  duty.     Such  behaviour,  if  not  curbed  in 
time,  too  commonly  induces  very  serious  consequences. 
Ai  the  same  time  that  this  order  was  issued,  the  regi- 
ments quartered  at  the  southward  were  commanded, 
in  ca.e  of  alarm,  to  assemble,  in  two  lines,  on  the  Red 
sands,  the  British  in  front,  and  the  Hanoverian  brigade 
in  the   rear.     The  troops  in  town  had  their  stations 
likewise  alloted  them. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  27th,  a  convoy  of  twenty 
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victuallers,  under  charge  of  four  frigates  and  the  For- 
tune sloop,  arrived  in  thirteen  days  from  Minorca.     It 
now  appeared  that  the  Governor  did  not  entirely  depend 
on  receiving  succours  from  England,  but  thought  it 
prudent  to  obtain  supplies  from  other  quarters,  lest  any 
accident   should   prevent  the  British  fleet  arriving  in 
time  to  his  relief.     Thus  determined  to  provide  against 
fortuitous  events,  he  had  secretly  ordered  provisions  to 
be  purchased  from  the  prizes  taken  aloft,  and  shipped 
on   board  vessels  that  were  hired   for   that  purpose. 
Captain  Curtis,  of  the  Brilliant  frigate,  had  the  charge 
of  this  valuable  Convoy  ;  and  the  success  attending  the 
enterprise  demonstrates  with  what  secrecy  it  had  been 
conducted.     They    were  ignorant  of  Admiral  Darby 
having  been  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  were  agreeably 
surprised  to  find  from  the  enemy  no  opposition  to  their 

entrance. 

The  provisions  thrown  in  by  the  British  Admiral 
were  not  yet  stored ;  nor  had  they  any  further  protec- 
tion against  the  weather,  than  a  covering  of  canvas, 
formed  from  the  sails  of  the  colliers  that  were  run 
ashore    in  the  New  mole.      Under  these  unavoidable 
circumstances,  it  was  peculiarly  unfortunate,  that  the 
rains  at  this  period  should  be  unusually  heavy,  and  of 
long  continuance.     The  troops  also  were  very  material 
sufferers  from  this  inclemency  of  the  weather.     The 
rain,  that  poured  down  in  torrents  from  the  face  of  the 
hill,' soon  broke  down  the  loose  banks  of  earth  raised 
to  cover  the  tents,  which,  being  pitched  on  the  declivity 
of  the  hill,  were  swept  away  by  the  force  of  the  stream  ; 
and  thus  the  fatigued  soldier,  who  scarcely  was  one 
iii.rhf  out  of  three  in  bed,  was  fi-equently  exi)osed,  at 
midnight,    to   a  deluge  of  rain.     These  mi.sfortunes, 
however,  taught  them  to  provide  against  such  future 
acci.leiits ;  and  in  a  few  months,  after  some  labour  and 
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attention,  their  quarters  were  more  comfortable  and 

secure. 

The  remainder  of  the  month  was  remarkable  for  ex- 
cessive rains,  attended  with  most  dreadful  thunder  and 
lightning,  which,  durin-  the  night,  in  addition  to  the 
fire  from  the  enemy,  had  an  awful  and  tremendous  ef- 
feet.     The  bombardment  continued  warm  and   well 
supported  ;  but  the  enemy  did  not  appear  to  have  any 
particular  object.     In  the  early  part  of  the  day,  they  m 
general  fired  pretty  smartly  :  about  noon  their  batte- 
ries slackened,  andVrom  twelve  till  two  o'clock  almost 
totally  ceased  :  after  two  they  recommenced,  and  per- 
severed   till   the  succeeding   meridian.      During   the 
night  they  directed  their  fire  principally  to  the  heights 
and  lines,  as  probably  they  had  information  by  the  last 
deserter,  that  we  employed,  every  night,  parties  to 
clear  and  repair  those  works. 

The  morning  of  the  30th,  we  discovered  the  gun  and 
mortar  boats  approaching  the    Garrison:  they    took 
their  stations  ot^'  the  town,  to  avoid  the  fire  from  the 
frigates,  and  varied  very  little  from  their  former  at- 
tacks.    Five  shot  landed  on  Windmill-hill,  which  was 
esteemed  a  remarkable  long  range.      We  returned  a 
brisk   and  well-directed  fire  ;    and   they   retired.     It 
was  remarked  that  the  land-batteries  were  in  a  measure 
silent  during  their  stay.      In  the  evening,  an  Hanove- 
rian, with  some  others,  was  detected  marauding  in  a 
store :  the  party  was  given  in  charge  to  a  sentry,  but 
the  former  attempted  to  escape  :  the  sentry  called  him 
to  stop,  otherwise  he  would  fire ;  which  he  not  com- 
plying with,  the  sentry  shot  him  dead  on  the  spot.     A 
general  return  of  casualties,  &c.  fur  every  month,  is  in- 
serted at  the  conclusion. 

Early  on  the  2d  of  May,  two  settees  arrived  from 
Algiers,  laden   with  sheep,  wine,  and  brandy.     The 
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enemy  now  seemed  to  have  given  up  the  idea  of  block- 
ading us  to  a  surrender.     No  cruisers  had  been  ob- 
served out  since  the  departure  of  Admiral  Darby.     In 
the  evening  a  shell  from  the  Garrison  fell  upon  the 
eastern  traverse,  in  the  St.  Carlos's  battery,  under  which 
was  their  magazine,  and,  communicating  with  the  pow- 
der,   blew   it  up.      The  explosion  was  not  loud  ;  but 
the'damage  was  so  very  considerable,  that  the  ordnance 
were  silent  for  several  days.     Our  artillery  annoyed 
the  enemy  greatly  during  their  confusion,  though  they 
kept  up  a  brisk   discharge  from  the  lines,  at  the  rate 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  rounds  an  hour.     The  day 
following,    Lieut.    Willington,   of  the   artillery,    was 
wounded  at  Willis's.     The  5th,  a  soldier  of  the  58th 
regiment  was  executed  on  the  Grand  parade,  at  the 
door  of  the  store  where  he  was  detected  plundering. 
His  body  hung  till  sunset,  as  an  example  to  other  of- 
fenders. 

The  enemy's  cannonade  and  bombardment  continued 
to  be  wide  and  scattered,  apparently  having  no  parti- 
cular object.  Shells  were  yet  lavishly  expended  ;  and 
what  was  very  singular,  many  of  those  which  fell  blind, 
contained,  on  examination,  a  vast  quantity  of  sand  mixed 
with  the  powder.  We  could  not  otherwise  account 
for  this  unusual  circumstance,  than  by  supposing  the 
powder  was  stolen  by  their  people  in  the  laboratories. 
Other  shells  still  diffused,  on  their  explosion,  combus- 
tible matter,  which,  setting  fire  to  the  loose  timber  and 
wood  dispersed  amongst  the  ruins  of  the  town,  greatly 
endangered  the  Ring's  stores  and  magazines.  This 
induced  the  Governor,  on  the  6th,  to  publish  a  placard, 
signifying  to  the  inhabitants,that  such  materials,  of  this 
nature,  as  were  not  removed  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
enemy's  fire,  would  be  converted  to  the  King's  use. 
The  morning  of  the  7th,  the  gun  and  mortar  boats  fired 
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upon  the  town  and  the  New  mole  :  they  staycl  about  an 
hour,  and  then  retired.     We  returned  upwards  of  four 
hundVed  rounds  with  great  vivacity  ;  which  jrreatly  dis- 
pleased the  Governor  :  ^'  There  would  he  no  end,"  he 
said   "  of  expending  ammunition,  if  we  fired  every  trnio 
"  thev  came,  and  while   they  were  at  so  prcat  a  dis- 
'^  tanic  :  in  future,"  he  ordered,  "  no  notice  to  be  ta- 
'^  1-en  of  the  gvm-boats,  unless  they  approached  withtn 
^■'  the  distance  of  grape."     The  8th,  Captain  Fowlis,  of 
the  73d,  wa>  wounde.l  in  the  lines. 

The  enemy's  fire  was  now  more  recrular :  we  no  loncr- 
er  experienced  the  sudden  fits  that  had  in.luced  them 
to  discharge  a  whole  battery  at  a  volley  :  it  amounted 
about  this  time,  upon  an  average,  to  fift-n  hundr.^ 
rounds   in   the  twenty-four  hours.     The  9th    Ljei  t. 
Lowe  of  the  12th  regiment,  a  supormtendant  of  the 
^^orkinnr  parties,  lost  his  leg  by  a  shot,  on  the  slope  of 
the  hillunder  the  castle.     He  saw  the  shot  l>e  ore  the 
fatal  effect,  but  was  fiiscinat-.l  to  the  spot.     This  sud- 
den  arrest  of  the  faculties,  was  not  uncommon  :  seve- 
ral  instances  occurred  to  my  own  observation,  where 
men  totallv  free,  have  had  their  senses  so  engaged  by 
a  2ll  in  it's  descent,  that,  though  sensible  of  their  dan- 
ffer  even  so  far  as  to  cry  for  assistance,  they  have  been 
immediatelv  fixed  to  the  place.     But  what  is  more  re- 
markable,  these  men  have  so  instantaneously  recovered 
themselves  on  its  fall  to  the  ground,  as  to  remove  to  a 
place  of  safety  before  the  shell  burst.     The  pn  and 
morlar  boats'repeated  their  visit  on  the  11th,  but  fired 
from  so  respectful  a  distance,  that  scarcely  a  -^l^otjjime 
ashore      Our  batteries   were   manned;    nevertheless, 
not  a  gun  was  returned.     Lieutenant  Thornton  of  the 
12th  regiment,  was  wounded  the  same  day  with  sphn- 
ters  of  stones,  thrown  up  by  a  shot  which  grazed  be- 
twixt  his  legs. 
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The  liuildings  in  town,  at  this  time,  exhibited  a  most 
dreadful  [)icture  of  the  effects  of  so  animated  a  bom- 
bardment. Scarce  a  house  north  of  the  Grand  parade, 
was  tenantable  ;  all  of  them  were  deserted.  Some  few 
near  Southport,  continued  to  be  inhabited  by  soldiers' 
families  ;  but,  in  general,  the  floors  and  roofs  were 
dt'strovf  d,  and  the  bare  shell  only  was  left  standing. 
The  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor,  however, 
maintained  their  quarters,  having  parties  constantly 
employed  in  repairing  the  damage.  Both  had  bomb- 
proofs  ;  and  the  former  afterwards  had  a  large  tent, 
pitched  on  a  rising  situation  south  of  the  Red  sands, 
where,  with  his  suite,  he  generally  remained  during  the 
dav,  returning  at  night  to  town  ;  but  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  constantly  resided  in  town,  having  accom- 
modations in  the  King's  bastion. 

The  evening  of  the  12th,  the  gun  and  mortar  boats 
fired  upon  the  Garrison  from  off  the  Old  mole,  second- 
ed by  a  very    warm  fire    from  their    land   batteries. 
Several  shells  from  the  former  ranged  as  high  as  the 
signal  house,  and  some  fell  over  the  rock.     They  dis- 
charged a  hundred  and  eighty  shot,  and  forty-six  shells, 
and  then  retired,   throwing  up   the  usual  signal  of  a 
rocket  from  each  boat.     Though  our  batteries  were 
manned,  the    Garrison  remained  silent.       About  the 
13th,  and  for  a  few  succeeding  days,  the  enemy's  shells 
were  directed  for  an  unusual  long  range.      One  fell  on 
the  forecastle  of  a  collier  in  the  New  mole,  and  pierced 
both  decks,  but  did  not  burst.      Two  fell  amongst  the 
provisions  on  the  New  mole  parade,  and  another  in  the 
middle  yard  of  the  South  barracks  :  a  splinter  of  the  lat- 
ter flew  to  the  Navy  hospital.    The  14th,  a  shell  fell  into 
the    Small  armoury,  near  Southport,  but  fortunately 
did  little  injury.      The  17th,  the  Jews  synagogue  and 
other  buildings  were  burnt  down.     The  following  day, 
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a  shell  from  our  upper  batteries  blew  up  the  Guard- 
room  in  the  place  (V amies  of  Fort  Barbara.  Our  en- 
gineers were  at  this  time  employed  every  night  in  clear- 
ing the  works,  filling  up  shell-holes,  and  repairmg  the 
glacis  and  traverses  at  Waterport.  The  enemy's  fire 
at  this  period  seldom  exceeded  a  thousand  rounds  m 
the  course  of  twentv-four  hours  :  their  batteries  were 
much  shaken  with  the  firing,  and  parties  were  constantly 
bringing  supplies  of  ammunition  to  the  hues,  and  dit- 
ferent  materials  for  the  repair  of  their  works. 

An  attempt  was  made  by  the  Navy,  on  the  19th,  to 
cut  off  a  polacre  becalmed  near  Europa  Point ;  but,  a 
breeze  springing  up,  she  escaped.     The  gun-boats  soon 
after  came  out,  apparently  with  an  intention  of  aveng- 
ing this  affront ;  but  the  wind  freshening,  they  return- 
ed.     The  cannonade  from  the  enemy  was  now  prmci- 
pally  directed  at  our  upper  batteries.     The  rock-gun 
mounted  on  the  summit  of  the  northern  front,  was  be- 
come  as  warm,  if  not  warmer  than  any  other  battery ; 
and  scarcely  a  day  passed  without  some  casualties  at 
that  post.      The  gun  and  mortar  boats,  early  m  the 
morning  of  the  •20th,  repeated  their  attack  on  the  Gar- 
rison  and  .hipping.      They  were  arranged  m  two  divi- 
sions  those  to  the  northward  directing  their  fire  to- 
..ards  the  King  s  bastion  and  Southport    but  most  of 
their  shells  broke  on  the  face  of  the  rock ;  whilst  the 
southward    division  annoyed  the  shipping  and  camp. 
Their  usual  signal  for  retiring  was  made  about  a  quar- 
ter past  three  o'clock.     On  this  occasion  we  returned  a 
few  shots  from  the  town-batteries. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  bombardment,  the  out 
guards  of  Bay-side  and  Lower  Vorbes's  had  been  with- 
draNvn  from  those  barriers,  and  an  officer  s  guard  sta- 
tioned  everv  night  in  the   Fleche,  a  work  erected  near 
the  Inundat'ion  at  the  foot  of  Landport  glacis.     On  the 
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morning  of  the  21st,  the  sentries  at  this  post  observed  a 
man  advancing,  with  great  circumspection,  along  the 
causeway;  instead  of  answering  when  challenged,  he 
immediately  dropped.     Lieut.  Wetham,  of  the  58th  re- 
giment, the  officer  on  duty,  suspecting  he  came  to  re- 
connoitre, instantly,  with  the  sergeant,  went  out  to  seize 
him ;  but  the  man  rising,  he  pursued,  and  was  within 
a  very  >hort  distance  of  securing  him,  when  he  fell  into 
a  shell-hole  near  Bay  side,  and  the  man  escaped.     It 
was  imngined  that  curios^ity  had  prompted  him  to  make 
trial  of  the  alertness  of  our  sentries.      His  hat,  which 
fell  off  in  his  retreat,  his  fireleck  with  bayonet,  and 
pouch  filled  with  twenty-nine  rounds  of  ammunition, 
were  hung  on  the  palisades  of  the  biu'rier,  and  were 
afterwards  brought  in. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  a  sphnter  of  a  shell 
which  fell  and  burst  on  the  Church-battery,  ranged 
upwards  of  two  hundred  yards,  and  cutting  the  apron 
of  the  morning  gun  on  the  South  bastion,  fired  it  off. 
This  singular  circumstance,  happening  some  hours 
before  day-break,  nrtt  a  little  surprised  those  who  heard 
the  report,  and  were  ignorant  of  the  cause.  Our  fire 
was  now  increased  to  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  rounds 
in  the  twenty-four  hours,  the  enemy's  parties  being  re- 
pairing the  lines  of  approach.  Their  cannonade,  on 
the  contrary,  was  reduced,  upon  an  average,  to  six  hun- 
dred and  fifty  rounds. 

The  night  of  the  23d,  the  gun  and  mortar  boats  re- 
newed their  attack  upon  the  camp,  which,  in  its  conse- 
quences, was  more  dreadful  than  any  we  had  hitherto 
experienced.  The  >ilence  observed  by  the  Garrison 
during  their  preceding  visits,  emboldened  them,  on  this 
occasion,  to  advance  so  near,  that  we  could  distinctly 
hear  their  officers  give  orders  to  the  men,  who  fre- 
quently cried  out  to  us  in  Spanish,  to  ''  take  caie.*' 
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During  the  first  and  second  round-s  the  sliells  fell  over 
Windmill-hill  into  the  sea  ;  but  this  mistake  they  soon 
rectified,   and   the  attack   became  excessively  smart. 
Two  shells   fell    within  the  hospital-wall,  and  a  shot 
passed  through  the   roof  of  one  of  the  pavilions.      A 
shell  fell  in  a  house  in  Ihirdy-town,  and  killed  Mr.  Is- 
rael, a  very  respectable  Jew,  with  Mrs.  Tourale,  a  fe- 
male relation,  and  his  clerk.      Another,  from  the  St. 
Carlos's  battery,  fell  into  a  house  near  South  shed,  in 
which  were  fifteen  or  sixteen  persons  :  the  shell  burst ; 
but  all  escaped,  except  a  child,  whose  mother  had  ex- 
perienced a  similar  fate  some  time  before.      A  soldier 
of  the  72d  regiment  was  killed  in  his  bid  by  a  shot ; 
and  a  Jew  butcher  was  equally  unfortunate.      In  all, 
seven  were  killed,  and   twelve  or  thirteen   wounded. 
A    splinter   of  the    shell   which  was  so  fatal   amongst 
Mr.  I>racrs  family,  is  now   exhibited,    as  a  curiosity 
worthy  of  notice,  in  Sir  Ashton  Lever's  valuable  mu- 
seum, where  this  aftVcting  story  is  also  related.     The 
silence  of  the  Garrison,  when  the  destructive  efficts  of 
this  attack  were  publicly  known,  caused  great  secret 
discontent  amongst  the  soldiers  ;  and  such  representa- 
tions were  made  to  the  Governor,  that  he  ordered  the 
artillery  to  return  their  fire  when  they  repeated  their 

visit. 

The  evening  of  the  •27th,  the  engineers,  with  a  strong 
party,  repaired  the  Queen's  battery  (Willis's).  The 
new'merlons  were  raised  with  sand-bags  on  the  base  of 
the  old  ones,  and  the  whole  was  completed  before 
morning  gun-fire.  The  following  day,  a  squadron  of 
Russian  men  of  war  passed  through  the  Straits  to  the 
west.  Whilst  they  remained  in  sight,  the  enemy  in- 
creased their  fire  upon  the  Garrison.  The  same  day 
arrived  the  General  Murray  privateer  and  a  polacre 
from  Minorca,  with  wine,  brandy,  lemons,  and  salt ; 


t 


and  in  the  evening,  the  Enterprise  frigate,  with  seven- 
teen  ordnance-ships  and  transports,  saded  for  Eng- 
land. The  enemy  discovered  them  before  they  quit- 
ted the  Bav,  and  repeated  their  signals  towards  Cadiz. 
The  Garrison  flag-staff,  on  the  Grand  battery,  was 
now  so  mutilated,  and  the  flag  so  much  torn  by  the 
enemy's  shot,  that  it  became  necessary  to  erect  a  new 
one,  which  was  done  the  night  of  the  28th ;  and  it 
served  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  enemy  in  the  suc- 
ceeding day's  firing. 

The  morning  of  the  29th,  two  British  frigates,  the 
Flora  and  Crescent,  which  had  conveyed  the  Minorca 
ordnance- ships  to  Mahon,  appeared  from  the  east.   Cap- 
tain Peere  Williams,  in  the  former,  stood  towards  the 
Bay,  and  being  informed  by  Captain  Curtis,  that  the  En- 
terprise had  sailed  the  preceding  evening,  put  about,  and 
followed  his  consort,  the    Crescent,  which  was  then 
chasing  two  vessels,  apparently  Dutchmen,  under  the 
Barbary  shore  :  and  soon  after  they  disappeared,  we 
heard  a  cannonade  to  the  west ;  which  most  likely  pro- 
ceeded from  the  ensuing  engagement,  as  we  afterwards 
learned   that  the  ships  chased  were  Dutch  frigates.* 
At  noon  the  same  day,  two  artificers  were  executed  at 
the  White  Convent  in  Irish  town  for  marauding  ;  and 
the  following  day,  one  of  the  58th  suffered  for  the 
same  offence.     The  31st,  in  the  evening,  a  ship  under 
Ragusan  poh)urs,  attempting  to  get  round  Europa  Point 
to  proceed  to  Algeziras,  was  driven  under  our  guns, 
and  obliged  to  come  in.     She  was  laden  with  wheat 

•  Captain  \Villiams,  in  this  action,  took  his  opponent ; 
but  the  Crescent,  from  some  unfortunate  acedents,  was 
compelled  to  surrender  to  her  adversary.  The  Crescent 
was  however  retaken  by  the  Flora ;  but  being  greatly  da- 
maged, both  she  and  the  Flora's  prize  afterwards  fell  a  prey 
to  some  French  cruisers. 


172 


HISTORY  OF  THE 


and  barley,  bound  from  Barcelona  to  Cadiz  ;  and  her 
car^^o  was  condemned  as  a  lawful  prize. 

The  enemy's  boml)ardment  was  consiilerably  abated 
towards  the  close  of  the  month.  Their  objects  for 
some  time  were  the  upp^jr  batteries,  and  particularly 
the  Royal  battery,  whence  they  were  greatly  incom- 
moded. They  often  attempted  to  reach  Landport  and 
the  Lines  with  jjrape  from  the  advanced  mortars  ;  but  it 
seldom  ranofed  further  than  the  Inundation.  Our  engi- 
neers,  notwithstanding  their  fire,  continued  making  such 
repairs  as  their  cannonade  rendered  necessarv. 

About  two  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  June, 
the  gun  and  mortar  boats  saluted  us  as  usual,  and 
wounded  three  or  four  men  :  tliey  were  in  three  divi- 
sions. We  returned  the  fire  from  different  batteries 
between  King's  bastion  and  Buena- Vista.  During  this 
attack,  an  incident  happened,  which  I  will  beg  leave  to 
insert.  A  soldier,  rambling  about  the  town,  accident- 
ally found,  in  the  ruins  of  a  house,  several  watches  and 
other  articles  of  value,  which  he  immediately  made 
prize  of;  but  how  to  secret  them  afterwards^  was  a 
subject  that  required  the  utmost  reach  of  his  invention. 
He  was  sensible  he  could  not  secure  them  in  his  quar- 
ters, as  every  soldier  of  bis  regiment  was  examined  on 
his  return  to  his  bomb-proof  from  duty.  He  resolved, 
therefore,  on  a  singular  expedient.  Taking  out  the 
wad  which  served  as  a  tonipion  to  a  gun  on  the  King's 
bastion,  he  lodged  his  prize,  which  was  tied  in  his  hand- 
kerchief, as  far  as  he  could  reach  within  the  gun,  and 
put  the  wad  in  its  former  place.  In  times  of  peace,  he 
could  not  have  devised  a  better  repository  ;  but  unfor- 
tunately the  gun-boats  coming  tlie  same  evening  (whilst 
he  was  fast  asleep  in  his  casemate,  not  apprehending 
any  danger  to  his  secreted  treasure),  this  richly-loaded 
gun  was  one  of  the  first  that  was  discharged  at  the  ene- 
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my,  and  the  foundation  of  his  future  greatness  was  dis- 
persed in  an  instant. 

The  enemy's  cannonade,  in  the  beginning  of  June, 
decreased  to  about  five  hundred  rounds  in  the  twenty- 
four  hours  :  the  King's  or  Black  battery  (as  it  was 
called  by  the  GarrisonJ,  with  the  two  fourteen-gun  bat- 
teries in  their  lines,  were  now  silent. 

The  morning  of  the  3d,  the  gun- boats  repeated  their 
visit  about  the  same  time  as  before.  In  this  attack, 
two  sergeants  of  the  12th  and  58th  regiments,  were 
killed,  and  two  privates  wound<id  :  many  shells  fell 
among  the  tents  of  the  different  regiments,  and  two 
shot  in  the  hospital-yard.  A  corporal,  going  with  the 
relief  at  Landport,  had  the  muzzlo  of  his  firelock  closed, 
and  the  barrel  twisted  like  a  french-horn,  by  a  shell, 
without  injurv  to  his  person.  We  returned  the  fire 
from  the  town-batteries,  hoping  by  that  means  to  en- 
gage their  attention  from  our  camp.  The  4th,  the 
Governor  commemorated  the  anniversary  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's birth-day,  by  a  salute  at  noon  of  twenty-three 
cannon,  and  forty  three  mortars,  being  the  number  of 
ordnance  that  bore  on  the  St.  Carlos's  batterv.  The 
fire  began  at  the  Rock-mortar,  seconded  by  the  Old 
mole,  and  so  on  from  right  to  left  till  the  whole  were 
discharged  :  the  enemy,  indulging  themselves  as  usual 
with  a  siesta^  did  not  immediately  return  our  fire  ;  but 
in  the  ear:ly  part  of  the  day,  they  had  made  the  town 
pretty  warm,  and  fired  twice  or  thrice  through  the  royal 
standard. 

In  the  course  of  the  4th,  a  tartan  was  taken  coming 
in  from  the  east :  the  crew,  however,  escaped  to  the 
Garrison  in  their  boat.  A  Spanish  squadron  of  two 
line-of-battle  ships,  three  xebeques,  and  two  bomb- 
ketches,  also  arrived  the  same  day  at  Algeziras,  from 
aloft.      With  this  reinforcement,  their  nav.d  force  be- 
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fore  Gibraltar,  amoimtetl  to  two  ships  of  the  line,  five 
xtheques,  two  ketches,  several  half-prallies  and  armed 
vessels,  with  fifteen  or  sixteen  gun  and  mortar  boats. 
These  latter  were  btcome  so  active,  that  we  could  ne- 
ver promise  ourselves  a  night's  repose  without  being" 
disturbed  bv  a  cannonade  ;  and  tlieir  attacks  were  more 
vt'xatious  from  the  impossibility  of  being"  abl-o  to  reta- 
liate, because  they  presented  to  us  so  minute  an  object. 
Whenever  the  alarm  was  given  of  their  api)rnach,  which 
was  generally  a  little  after  midnight,  the  soutlurn  part 
of  the  roclc  was  in  immediate  commotion.      Their  ef- 
fects had  been  found  so  destructive,  that  all  were  upon 
the  look-out :  the  troops  were  ordered  from  their  tents, 
to  places  where  they  were  covered  from  the  shot ;  but 
the  shells  were  directed  into  the  most  sequestered  re- 
cesses.     Such  was  the  terror  of  the  miserable  inhabit- 
ants, that  many  of  them  fled  nearly  naked  to  the  remote 
parts  of  the  rock  ;  and  even  here  they  could  scarcely 
deem  themselves  secure  :  in  short,  no  scene  could  be 
more  deplorable  than  their  distress  on  these  occasions. 
The  enemy's  bombardment  from  the  land  was  still 
continued  with  little  variation  :  thev  appeared  indeed 
to  have  no  other  object  than  the  expenditure  of  ammu- 
nition.    In  their  camp,  large  parties  were  constantly 
bringing  brushwood  for  fascines  from  the  country  ;  and 
others  were  employe(l   in   disembarking   stores,  from 
small  vessels  which  were  daily  arriving  from  all  quar- 
ters. 

The  9th,  Me  were  alarmc  d  with  the  blowing-up  of 
one  of  the  enemy's  magazines,  situated  at  a  small  dis. 
tance  from  the  Catalonian  eamp  to  the  west  of  the 
(iuecn  of  Spain's  Chair.  The  different  explosions  that 
succeeded  the  first,  reMinbIe«l  a  continual  roll  of  fire, 
like  repeated  vollies  of  nuisketry  ;  from  which  circum- 
stance we  coniertuvo,!    i!,at  it   w.is  their  rejcsitorv  for 
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live  shells  and  fixed  ammunition.      Their  drums  imme- 
diately beat  to  arms  ;  and  the  whole  army  consisting  of 
thirteen  battalions  besides  cavalry,  assembled  in  front 
of  the   camp.      Parties  were  instantly  detached  ;  but 
the  splinters  of  the  shells  kept  them  for  some  time  at  a 
considerable  distance.      The  shells  however  at  length 
ceased  to  displode :   they  advanced  and  removed  pow- 
der,    &c.  from    a    nvighboiu'ing  magazine  to  a  place 
southward  of  the  fire  ;  where  meeting  afterwards  in 
great  numbers,  our  artillery  endeavoured  to  reach  them 
with  a  large  shell  from  WiHis's  ;  but   the  distance  was 
beyond  the  range  of  a  sea-mortar.      From  the  long  con- 
tinuance and  successive  loud  reports,  it  was  thought 
they  must  have  sustained  great  loss,  not  only  of  ammu- 
nition, but  of  men;  as  the  splinters  were  seen,  with 
glasses,  to  range  much  further  than  tlie  spot  where  the 
detachment  first  assembled  :  and  remarkable  economy 
was  afterwards  observed  in  the  article  of  shells. 

The  following  day,  a  line-of-battle  ship,  proceeding 
from  Point  Mala  to  the  eastward,  was  fired  upon  from 
the  Garrison,  and  obliged  to  put  about  and  anchor  at 
Algcziras.  A  flag  of  truce  came  the  day  after  to  the 
New  mole,  to  know  the  cause  of  our  firing  upon  her, 
being  a  Neapolitan  man  ot  war.  The  Governor  an- 
swered, that  the  first  shot  was  to  bring  her  to ;  which 
she  not  obeying,  every  succeeding  one  was  fired  to  sink 
her.  The  night  of  the  1 1th,  the  gun  and  mortar  boats, 
according  to  custom,  bombarded  the  camp,  killed  a 
child,  and  wounded  a  woman.  They  retired  much 
sooner  than  usual ;  which  we  attril>uted  to  their  hav- 
ing received  some  damage,  as  our  grape  was  heard  to 
strike  them.  We  returned  ninety-.>ix  rounds  of  va- 
rious kinds.  Their  land-balterie-^,  during  the  attark, 
directed  their  fire  principally  towards  the  King's  has. 
tion,  and  along  the  line-wall  in  tonn.  vhcncp   ^'""  ob- 
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served,  we  for  some  time  past  penerally  fired  when 
they  came  over.  The  14th,  bein-  the  anniversary  of 
Corpus  Christi,  the  festival  was  noticed  hy  the  enemy  s 
shipping  with  the  usual  flags  of  decoration,  and  the 
customary  salutes  :  repeated  vollies  were  likewise  dis- 
charged  from  the  lines ;  which,  being  unexpected  on 
our  side,  killed  and  wounded  several. 

Though  their  bombardment  in  general,  at  this  pe- 
riod,  sc^ircely  exceeded   450   rounds   in   twenty-four 
hours,  yet  the  batteries  at  Willis's,  notwithstanding  the 
recent  repairs,  were  again  greatly  damaged.     The  ene- 
mv's  shot,  though  fired  at  so  gi-eat  a  distance,  frequently 
pierced  seven  solid  feet  of  sand-bag  work.     To  obviate 
this,  strong  wooden  frames,  called  caissoJis,  were  con- 
structed of  the  same  dimensions  as  the  merlons  ;  which, 
when  well  rammed  with  clay,  and  covered  in  front  and 
on  the  top  with  junk  cut  in  lengths  for  the  purpose, 
were  expected  to  resist  better  than  the  temporary  re- 
pairs that  had  been  done  during  the  severity  of  the 
enemy's  fire.     The  enemy  also  adopted  the  same  mode 
in  capping  the  merlons  of  Fort  St.  Barbara. 

A  flag  of  truce,  on  the  15th,  informed  us  that  two 
ships  had  been  captured  leaving  the  Garrison,  and  that 
the  prisoners  were  ready  to  be  sent  in.     The  Fortune 
sloop,  in  consequence,  the  next  day,  brought  over  141 
English  and  Jews,  men,  women,  and  children.     It  was 
remarked  that  the  enemy  the  preceding  day  continued 
their  bombardment  during  the  flag  of  truce;  but  a 
strict  cessation  was  observed  this  day,  owing,  as  we 
imagined,  to  some  representations.     We  observed,  on 
the  20th,  a  new  camp  of  112  tents  in  the  rear  of  Bar- 
celo's  battery,  nc»rth  of  Algeziras.     The  day  following, 
Montague's  bastion  was  opened  on  the  enemy,  as  par- 
ties were  repairing  the  St.  Carlos's  battery. 

The  bombardment  now  decreased  daily.     The  fire 
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of  the  enemy  was  chiefly  directed  to  our  upper  batte- 
ries,  for  the  town  was  almost  a  heap  of  ruins :  they 
sometimes  threw  a  long-ranger  ;  but  these  shells  sel- 
dom did  any  injury.      The  night  of  the  24th,  the  gun- 
boats fired  upon  the  camp,  but  at  such  a  distance,  that 
little  damage  was  reci'ived,  iliough  they  expended  four 
hundred  .shot,  and  seventy  shells.     We  returned  eighty- 
eight  rounds,  principally  small  .'•hells,  whose  fuses  were 
so  accurately  cut,  as  to  break  just  over  the  boats.     The 
27th,  we  observed  another  encanipnicnt   (capable  of 
quartering  two  battalion.s)  at  the  Tower  between  the 
river  Pahnones  and  Algeziras.      Many  were  of  opinion 
that  this  camp,  with  that  at  Barcelo's  battery,  was  oc- 
cupied by  militia.      The  gun  and  mortar  boats  again 
bombarded  our  camp  about  midniglit  for  two  hours : 
they  then  made  their  usual  signal,  and,  as  we  imagined, 
were  gone  back  ;  but  soon  after,  they  returned,  and 
recommenced  a  brisker  fire  than  before ;  killed  and 
wounded  twelve  or  fourteen,  the  greatest  number  of 
whieh  were  of  the  39th  regiment.      This  was  the  most 
important  loss  which  our  troops  had  yet  experienced 
from  the  gun-boats  ;  but  we  concluded  ourselves  in 
some  degree  fortunate  in  not  suffering  more  consider- 
ably ;  as  most  of  the  regiments,  imagining  the  bombard. 
n»ent  over  fur  the  night,  were  in  bed  when  they  re- 
turned. 

The  disiigreeable  and  frequent  repetition  of  these  at- 
tacks prompted  the  Governor  to  adopt,  if  possible, 
some  expedients  to  annoy  their  camp  in  return.  The 
distance  was  conceived  to  be  w  ithin  the  range  of  shells 
from  the  Old  mole  head  :  accordingly  a  thirteen-inch 
sea-mortar  was  removed  to  the  extremitv  ;  and  six  can- 
non,  five  thirty-two  pounders,  and  one  eighteen-pound- 
er,  were  at  the  same  time  sunk  in  the  ?and  behind  the 
Old  mole,  and  then  seciir.  d  with  limber,  i^e.  at  diftVr- 
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ent   degrees  of  elevation.     These  arrangements  had 
been  for  some  time  in  agitation  ;  and  being  now  com- 
pleted  he  determined  to  make  the  experiment.     About 
ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  28th,  six  rounds  were 
discharged  from  each  :  three  of  the  shells  burst  m  the 
enemy's  camp,  and  one  over  it.     The  other  two  dis- 
ploded  in  their  passage:  all  the  shot  went  home.      A 
battalion   of  Spanish  guards,  happening  to  be  under 
arms,  were  greatly  alarmed,  and  dispersed  three  diffe- 
rent  times :  at  length  they  were  assembled,  and  marched 
off  towards  the  left.     This  being  only  intended  as  an 
experiment,  the  artillery  soon  ceased  firmg ;  but  it  is 
scarcely  possible  to  express  the   general  satisfaction 
which  this  success  diffused  through  the  Garrison.     The 
mortar  was  loaded  with  from  30  lb.  to  28*  lb.  of  pow- 
der  at  the  usual  elevation  ;  the  thirty-two  pounder  with 
14,  and  the  eighteen  with  nine  lb.  of  powder  ;  the  lat- 
ter, all  at  forty-two  degrees. 

The  Governor,  besides  this  plan  of  retaliation,  de- 
vi^^ed  other  schemes  to  cover  and  protect  his  camp,  if 
possible,  from  future  attacks.     Two  brigs  were  ordered 
to  be  cut  down  and  converted  into  prames,  each  to  car- 
ry four  or  five  heavy  cannon  ;  which  were  to  be  moored 
between  the  New  mole  and  Ragged-staff,  at  such  dis- 
tance  from  the  works  as  to  be  easily  protected,  and  yet 
far  enough  out  to  keep  their  boats  at  a  respectful  dis- 
tance      Artificers  from  the  Garrison  assisted  the  Navy 
in  fitting    out  these  vessels.       One   of  them,   being 
finished  previous  to  the  before-mentioned  experiment, 
was  moored  at  the  distance  of  about  half  musket-shot 
from  the  New  mole  head.     She  was  named  the  ^  an- 
guard   mounted  two  Spanish  twenty-six  pounders,  and 
two  twelves,  and  was  rigged  hke  a  settee.     The  ene- 
mv's  squadron,  on  the  29th,  was  reinforced  with  five 
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xelioques,  and  two  gallies,   from  the  east.      At  night 
sailed  a  packet  for  Faro,  in  Portuy-.d. 

The  2d  of  July,  a<l(litional  tents  were  pitched  at  the 
new  camp  near  the  Tower,  north  of  Algeziras.      About 
one  in  the  morning  of  the  4th,  the  gun-boats  repeated 
their   attack  ;  but,   contrary  to  their  former  custom, 
numhei-s  of  their  shot  and  shells  fell  amongst  tlie  ship- 
ping.    Tlie  Porcupine  frigate,   Sir  Charles  Knowles, 
Bart.,  an<l  an  Indiaman,  each  received  a  shot  ;  and  the 
Brilliant's  bottom  was  struck  with  a  splinter  of  a  shell, 
which  burst  under  her ;  but  no  particular  damage  was 
received  in  the  Garrison,  except  two  men  being  slightly 
wounded.      The   Governor  retaliated  by  ordering  six 
rounds  of  shot  and  shells  to  be  fired  into  their  camp, 
from  the  guns  and  sea-mortars  at  the  Old  mole  :  the 
cannon   were  pointed  indiscriminately  for  the  camp  ; 
but  the  mortars  were  li'id  fi)r  the  fascine  and  artillery 
parks.     One  of  the  shells  set  fire  to  a  hut,  and  alarmed 
them  exceedingly.     As  the  Governor  now  determined 
to  retaliate  in  this  manner,  we  were  in  hopes  it  would 
deter  them  from  so  frequently  disturbing  us. 

The  enemy  continued  making  gabions,  and  bringing 
much  wood  into  the  camp  :  on  the  other  hand,  our 
people  were  employed  in  repairs,  and  additions  to  the 
works.  Traverses  were  erected  at  the  Royal  battery, 
and  parties  were  employed  on  the  north  front,  from 
the  Rock-gun  to  the  Old  mole  head.  The  10th,  a  brig 
coming  in  from  the  east,  was  taken  by  the  enemy's 
cruisers,  which,  for  some  weeks  past,  had  again  kept  a 
very  vigilant  look-out.  The  crew,  however,  escaped  to 
the  Rock  ;  and  they  had  thrown  the  letters  overboard, 
before  they  abandoned  the  vessel. 

The  bombardment,  which,  by  almost  imperceptible 
degrees,  had  been  decreasing,  on  the  12th  nearly  ceased. 
The  cannon  in  their  seven  and  tburteen-gun  batteries, 
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were  all  drawn  back,  to  facilitate,  as  we  iina»j:iiUMl,  the 
repairing  of  the  platforms,  and  inner  i)art  of  the  batte- 
ries. The  13th,  some  troops  at  the  tower  decamped, 
and  in  a  few  days  afterwards,  a  regiment  marched  away 
from  the  Algeziras  camp.  The  loth,  two  settees  and 
a  brig  sailed  from  Point  Mala,  with  gabions,  to  the  west. 
One  vessel  had  sailed  thence  on  the  13th.  These  ma- 
terials, we  conjectm-ed  were  for  some  new  works  in  the 
neighbourhood  ;  but  we  were  afterwards  informed  that 
they  were  taken  to  Minorca,  and  were  used  in  the  ap- 
proaches carried  on  against  St.  Philii/s.  Their  firing 
was  now  confined  to  the  night,  and,  unless  we  provoked 
them,  scarcely  ever  exceeded  thirty  rounds. 

The  Spanish  General  visited  the  Lines  on  the  18th  ; 
but  a  fire  breaking  out  in  his  camp,  he  returned  imme- 
diately on  its  appearance.  In  the  evening,  the  caissons 
for  the  Queen's  battery  being  carried  up  to  Willis's, 
and  the  sand-bags  brought  from  Pocoroca  clay-pit,  the 
engineers  at  dusk,  with  a  party  of  three  hundred  and 
eighty  men,  began  to  re-establish  the  merlons  ;  and  by 
the  morning  gun  fire  of  the  19th,  the  old  sand-bags 
were  removed,  the  caissons  placed,  and  filled  with  clay, 
sand,  and  junk,  and  the  battery  made  fit  for  the  recep- 
tion of  artillery.  The  Governor  was  present  the  whole 
time,  and  expressed  the  highest  approbation  of  the  di- 
ligence and  activity  of  the  party.  The  caissons  were 
made  of  oak  timber,  joineil  by  strong  iron  bolts. 
Whilst  they  were  at  work,  the  gun-boats  fired  upon 
the  camp,  and  were  seconded  by  the  land-batteries  on 
the  town :  a  hundred  and  thirty-two  rounds  were  re- 
turned on  the  boats,  and  sixteen  shells  thrown  into  the 
enemy's  camp.  One  of  the  artillery  and  one  of  the  73d 
regiment  were  woundetl. 

The  morning  of  the  20th,  the  enemy  fired  a  salute 
from  the  Lines,  followed  by  a  feu-de-joie  from  the  ar- 
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my  drawn  up  in  two  lines  in  front  of  their  camp,  con- 
cluding with  a  gi-and  discharge  from  their  shipping  and 
small   craft   at    Algeziras.      The   troops   in  garrison 
changed  quarters  on  the  21st :  the  39th  and  Harden- 
berg's  regiments  relieved  the  72d,  and  other  detach- 
ments in  King's  and  Montague's  bastions,  Waterport- 
casemate,  and  Picket-yard.     The  58th,  72d,  and  73d 
regiments  encamped  ;  the  12th  regiment  remained  on 
their  ground  ;  and  the  5Gth,  Reden's,  and  La  Motte's, 
occupied  the  South  barracks,  and  other  quarters.     The 
enemy,  on  the  same  day,  decamped  from  the  ground 
north   of   Algeziras.     Brigadier   Ross  sailed,   on   the 
night  of  the  22d,  in  a  boat  to  Faro,  in  his  route  to  Eng- 
land ;  and  the  following  day,  a  privateer  arrived  in  eight 
days   from   Mahon,  with  a  packet.     Two  days  after- 
wards, a  boat  arrived  from  Portugal.      The  patron  in- 
formed us,  that  the  army  at  that  time  before  Gibraltar 
principally  consisted  of  militia  regiments,  the  regular 
troops  having  embarked  for  the  West- Indies  :  he  fur- 
ther said,  that  the  Spanish  fleet  had  sailed  from  Cadiz 
on  a  cruise.     Soon  after  this  boat  arrived,  a  large  fleet 
of  upwards  of  seventy  sail,  appeared  from  the  west  : 
when  abreast  of  Europa,  we  discovered  amongst  them 
a  ship  of  the  line,  two  frigates,  two  cutters,  a  bomb- 
ketch,  and  several  armed  vessels  :  they  did  not  display 

any  colours.* 

Our  camp  was  alarmed  on  the  27th,  with  the  report 
that  the  gun-boats  were  approaching.  The  batteries 
were  manned,  and  the  regiments  assem})led  ;  but  the 
enemy  not  appearing,  they  returned  to  quarters.  The 
signals  for  seeing  the  boats  in  future,  were  ordered  to 
be  a  false  fire,  and  two  guns  from  the  shipping. 

•  This  proved  to  be  the  fleet  whicli  afterwards  blockaded 
Mahon. 
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Auf^ust  was  introduced  by  an  attack  from  the  pun- 
boats.  They  came  upon  us  by  surprise  ;  for  we  had 
no  signal  from  our  guard-boats.  This  was  afterwards 
accounted  for,  by  the  enemy  having  taken  a  circle  ;  by 
whicli  means  our  guard-!)oatr,,  when  they  began  to  fire, 
were  without,  and  the  gun-boats  between  them  and  tho 
Garrison.  Our  fire  in  return  was  well  served,  and  ap- 
peared to  do  some  execution  :  twelve  large  shells  and 
fifteen  shot  were  likewise  thrown  into  the  camp  from 
the  Old  mole  :  several  of  the  former  burst  just  as  they 
fell,  consequently  promised  to  do  mischief.  Their 
land-batteries  seconded  the  fire  from  the  sea,  but  we 
did  not  experience  any  ca-ualties.  Two  days  after- 
wards, the  other  prame,  called  the  Repulse,  mounting 
five  twenty-six-pounders,  was  moored  about  musket- 
shot  to  the  southward  of  the  Vauguard,  and  the  Siune 
distance  from  our  batteries.  These  vessels  were  of  such 
annoyance  to  their  boats,  that  whilst  they  remained  out, 
we  never  afterwards  were  so  much  disturbed  at  the 
southward. 

The  artillery  at  Willis's  endeavoured,  on  the  4th,  to 
set  fire  to  the  canes  and  weeds  in  the  gardt-ns  ;  ,  it  they 
were  too  full  of  sap  to  take  fire.  This  attempt  attract- 
ed a  brisk  cannonade  from  the  enemy.  Early  in  the 
morning  of  the  6th,  a  shell  fell  into  a*  tent  behind  Ge- 
neral La  Motte's  quarters,  at  the  southward,  in  which 
were  two  men  of  the  58th,  asleep.  They  were  not 
awakened  by  its  fall ;  but  a  sergeant  in  an  adjacent  tent 
heard  it,  and  ran  near  forty  yards  to  a  place  of  safety, 
when  he  recollected  the  situation  of  his  friend's. 
Thinking  the  shell  had  fallen  blind,  he  returned  and 
awakened  them:  both  immediately  rose,  but  continued 
by  the  place,  debating  on  the  narrow  escape  they  had 
had,  when  the  shell  exploded,  and  forced  them'  with 
great  violence  against  the  garden-wall,  but  miraculously 


k 


f 


did  no  further  mischief  than  destroying  every  thing  in 
the  tent. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th,  before  the  haze  was  quite 
dispelled  in  the  Gut,  a  signal  for  an  enemy  was  made 
by  the  Spaniards  at  Cabrita   Point.      As   the  fog  dis- 
persed, we  discovered  at  a  considerable  distance,  a  ves- 
sel becalmed,  but  rowing  towards  the  Garrison  with 
the  current.     Fourteen  gun-boats  were  then  advancing 
from  Algeziras  to  interct^pt  her  ;  upon  which  Captain 
Curtis,  of  the    Brilliant,    ordered   out    Sir    Charles 
Knowles,  with  three  barges,  to  endeavour  to  g;et  along- 
side, and  receive  any  dispatches  the  vessel  might  have 
on  board,  whilst  he  attended  the  towing-out  of  the  Van- 
guard and  Repulse  prames,  to  cover  them,  and  protect 
her.     Sir  Charles  personally  executed  his  orders,  and 
returned  with  a  packet  for  the  Governor.     The  vessel 
by  this  time  was  about  a  league  and  a  half  from  the 
Garrison,  and  the  headmost  gun-boat  witliin  shot,  ad- 
vancing a])parently  with  an  intent  to  board :  stopping, 
however,  at  the  distance  of  a  few  hundred  yards,  she 
poured  in  a  discharge  of  round  and  grape  shot,  and  was 
immediately  seconded   by  her  consorts  astern.     The 
vessel,  which  we  now  discovered  to  be  a  King's  sloop 
of  war,  returned  the  salute  with  a  broadside,  and  mus- 
ketry from  hei    quarter-deck ;  and   a   spirited  action 
commenced.,    Appearances  at  this  juncture  were  so 
greatly  in  favour  of  the  Sp;miar>l.^  that  the  Garrison 
gave  up  the  sloop  fi^r  lost.      Becalmed  a  league  from 
the   Rock,  and  fourteen  gun-boats,  eacli  carrying   a 
twcnty-six-pounder,   full  of  men,  cannonadii)g  her  on 
every  side  with  grape  and  round  shot ;  a  xeln^que  also 
bearing  down  with  a  genlK  breeze  ;  were  circumstances 
M  hich  seemed  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  escape.     Af- 
ter maintaining,  however,  a  very  warm,  judicious,  and 
V.  .ll-served  fire,  often  obliging  the  boats  to  retire   the 
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westerly  breeze  at  last  reached  her  ;  and  not  long  af- 
terwards she  was  safe  under  our  guns.     She  proved  to 
be  the  Helena  sloop  of  war,  fourteen  small  guns,  Cap- 
tain Roberts,  in  fourteen  days  from  England.     Her  loss 
during  this  action  was  much  less  than  could  have  been 
possibly  imagined,  when  we  considered  the  showers  of 
grape  and  round  shot  that  every  instant  surrounded 
her  :  she  had  only  one  killed,  and  two  wounded  :  but 
her  upper  rigging  an«l  sails  were  much  cut  and  injured. 
We  attributed  the  hull's  being  scarcely  touche<l,  to  the 
construction  of  the  gun-])oats  ;  for,  being  originally  in- 
tended to  annoy  at  a  distance,  their  cannon  could  not 
be  depressed.     The  enemy  however  did  not  escape  so 
well :  numbers  were  seen  to  drop  in  the  boats  from  the 
musketry  of  the  sloop,  and  several  were  towed  off  dis- 
abled ;  which  were  very  convincing  proofs  that  their 
loss  was  considerable. 

A  settee  was  taken  on  the  12th  by  the  enemy's 
cruisers.  The  crew,  excepting  three  Jew  passengers, 
escaped  to  the  Garrison  :  they  informed  us  that  great 
preparations  were  making  in  the  French  and  Spanish 
ports  for  some  grand  exi)e<lition  :  the  object  was  how- 
ever kept  secret  ;  but  many  at  Minorca  suspected  St. 
Philip's  to  be  the  place. 

The  enemy's  bombardment,  if  we  may  now  call  it 
by  that  name,  scarcely  exceeded,  at  this  time,  three 
shells  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  which  the  soldiers 
(conjecturing  that  some  allusion  might  be  intended, 
by  tliat  superstitious  nation,  to  the  sacred  Trinity) 
jocosely,  though  profanely  termed,  Father^  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghost.  It  is  not  in«leed  altogether  improbable 
that  the  Spaniards  might  entertain  some  bigoted  re- 
spect for  tiiat  mystical  number,  and,  considering  the 
British  in  the  light  of  heretics,  might  apprehend  some 
etT.eacy  from  it,  in   the  great   work   of  converting  the 
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Garrison  to  the  Catholic  faith  :  at  least,  it  is  difficult, 
on  any  more  reasonable  ground,  to  account  for  their 
exactly  continuing  to  fire  neither  more  nor  less,  for  so 
considerable  a  period. 

The  mention  of  this  circumstance  brings  to  my 
recollection  another,  of  a  ridiculous  nature,  which 
serves  to  demonstrate  the  thoup^htlessness  of  the  Eng- 
lish soldiers,  who  can  jest  in  the  hour  of  danger,  and 
indulge  their  prejudices  at  the  expense  of  what  other 
nations,  however  differing  in  sentiment,  generally  agree 
to  hold  in  a  degree  of  respect.  It  is  first  to  be  re- 
membered, that,  according  to  the  articles  of  capitula- 
tion by  which  the  Garrison  was  surrendered  to  Ad- 
miral Sir  George  Rooke,  it  was  stipulated  that  the 
Inhabitants  should  be  tolerated  in  their  religion  :  the 
old  Spanish  church  was  therefore  continued  as  a  place 
of  worship  for  those  of  the  Roman  Catholic  persuasion, 
and,  as  is  usual  in  Roman  Catholic  churches,  was 
decorated,  amongst  others,  with  figures,  as  large  as 
life,  of  our  Saviour  and  the  Virgin  Mary. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  firing,  when  the  sol- 
diers were  engaged  in  a  succession  of  irregularities,  a 
party  of  them  assembled  in  the  Spanish  church,  to 
carouse  and  be  merry.  In  the  midst  of  their  jollity, 
the  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary  was  observed  in  the 
ruins  by  one  of  the  party,  who  instantly  proposed,  as  a 
piece  of  fun,  to  place  her  Ladyship  in  the  whirligig.* 
The  scheme  seemed  to  meet  with  general  approbation, 
till  one,  wiser  than  the  rest,  stopped  them  with  a  re- 
mark, that  it  would  ill  become  them,  as  military  men, 
and  particularly   Englishmen,   to    punish  any  person 

•  A  machine  erected  at  the  bottom  of  tlie  Grand  parade, 
for  the  punishment  of  scolding  women,  or  others  guilty  of 
trifling  misdemeanours. 
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wifhout  a  tiial.  A  court  martial  consequently  sat, 
M  ith  mock  corcmonv  ;  and  her  Ladyship  was  found  guil- 
ty of  drunkenness,  debauchery,  and  other  high  crimes, 
and  condemned  to  the  whirligig,  w  hither  >he  was  imme- 
diately carried  in  |)roces.-?ion.  Tlie  Governor  (who,  not- 
withstanding the  firing,  regularly  attended  the  parade), 
at  guard-mounting  discovered  the  poor  Virgin  in  con- 
finement ;  but  expressed  his  disapprobation  of  the  ac- 
tion, and  ordered  her  instantly  to  be  removed  to  the 
White  Convent,  where,  by  the  bye,  she  was  by  no 
means  exempt  from  further  insult  and  disgrace.  If  a 
bigoted  Spaniard  could  have  beheld  this  transaction, 
he  probably  would  have  thought  the  English  worse 
than  heretics  ;  and  would  have  concluded,  that  their 
impiety  could  not  fail  to  attract  the  special  vengeance 
of  Heaven. 

The  night  of  the  15th,  the  gun  and  mortar  boats  bom- 
barded our  camp  ;  their  disposition  extending  from  off 
Little  bay  to  the  Old  mole  head  :  their  fire,  as  had 
been  the  custom  for  some  time  before,  was  seconded 
by  a  brisk  cannonade  from  the  Lines,  which  was  very 
judiciously  served.  Many  of  their  shells  burst  in  the 
air,  over  our  shipping  ;  but  the  ships  continued  silent. 
Our  artillery  retaliated  from  tlie  Old  mole  head,  an«l 
small  shells  were  discharged  from  the  elevated  ^wt\^^ 
which  seemed  to  answer  very  well.  One  of  the  72<i 
regiment  u  as  killed  ;  two  of  the  artillery,  and  two  of 
the  73d,  with  a  boy,  an  inhabitant,  were  wounded.  In 
this  attack,  a  shell  fell  amongst  some  naval  stores,  in  a 
ground- ward  of  the  Naval  Hospital ;  and  the  most 
dreadful  consequences  might  have  been  expected  from 
tliis  accident,  if  the  fire  had  not  been  happily  extinguish- 
e<l  by  the  picket,  which  the  Governor  had  ordered, 
^<»me  time  before,  to  a'^semblo  here,  to  prevent,  il"  i)os- 
i-iMe,    such    casualtif  .         TIk     ntlicr    picket,     which 
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mounted  at  the  southward,  was  stationed  for  the  same 
purpose  at  the  New  mole. 

A  schooner  arrived  from  Faro  on  the  17th,  with 
fruit,  onions,  and  salt.  In  the  evening,  a  flag  of  truce 
came  from  the  enemy,  in  answer  to  ours  of  the  preced- 
ing day.  The  day  following,  another  boat  arrived 
from  Faro  :  she  brought  a  packet,  with  some  private 
letters  from  Lisbon,  which  intimated  the  probability  of 
our  receiving  a  visit  from  the  Combined  Fleet,  then 
cruising  off  Cadiz.  At  night  several  guns  were  heard 
in  the  Gut,  and  a  number  of  signals  made  at  the  Point. 
The  succeeding  morning,  His  Majesty's  cutter  the 
Kite  ari'ived  from  England,  with  duplicates  of  the 
Helena's  dispatches.  In  her  passage  she  engaged  a 
French  cutter  of  twenty  guns,  and  had  three  men  killed 
and  six  wounded.  The  enemy's  cruisers  endeavoured 
to  intercept  her,  but  were  driven  to  leeward.  A  boat 
also  arrived  about  the  same  time  from  Portugal. 

The  firing  from  the  Garrison  now  varied  according 
as  the  enemy's  parties  presented  themselves  :  at  this 
period  they  were  busy  in  repairing  Fort  St.  Philip, 
and  in  securing  their  works  against  the  approaching 
rainy  season.  Our  engineers  were  repairing  the  com- 
munications and  batteries  at  Willis's,  &c.  A  soldier  of 
the  73d  deserted  to  the  enemy  the  25th  :  he  had  been 
absent  from  his  corps  five  days,  during  which  time  he 
had  concealed  himself  on  the  rock.  Hunger  probably 
pressing  him,  he  determined  to  make  a  bold  attempt  to 
get  off :  accordingly  stuffing  a  sand-bag  with  grass, 
he  came  to  Landport,  and  [dacing,  unobserved,  the  bag 
upon  the  spikes  of  the  palisades,  jumped,  unhurt,  on 
the  glacis;  then  running  over  the  Causeway,  he  soon 
<leared  Bay-side  barrier,  and,  though  many  hundred 
rounds  of  musketry  were  fired  from  Landport  and  the 
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Lines  guards,  he  escaped.     He  was  the  fourth  man  lost 
by  desertion  in  the  course  of  six  weeks. 

Eai-ly  the  27th,  four  men,  who  had  been  impressed 
from  a  privateer  in  the  Bay,  deserted  from  the  Repulse 
prame.      The  next  morning  we  were  visited  again  by 
the  gun  and  mortar  boats  ;  but  they  scarcely  staid  one- 
third  of  their  former  time.     We  returned  nine  shot 
and  fifty-eight  shells,  which,  from  the  shrieks  and  pi- 
teous cries  we  heard,  must  have  done  execution.     We 
annoyed  thom  in  camp  from  the  Old  mole,  as  usual  ; 
and  the  artillery  attempted  to  reach  them  from  Wil- 
lis's, but  in  vain.     In  this  attack  a  wounded  matross 
was  killed  by  a  shell  in  the    Hospital.     The  circum- 
stance^ attending  this  man's  case  are  so  melancholy  and 
affecting,  that    I   cannot    pass  them   over   in  silence. 
Some  time  previous  to  this  event,  he  had  been  so  un- 
lucky as  to  break  his  thigh :  being  a  man  of  great  spi- 
rits, he  ill  brooked  the  confinement  which  his  case  dt^ 
manded,  and  exerted  himself  to  get  abroad,  that  he 
might  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  fresh  air  in  the  court  of 
the  hospital ;  unfortunately  in  one  of  his  playful  mo- 
ments, he  fell,  and  was  obliged  to  take  to  his  bed  again. 
He  was  in  this  situation,  when  a  AmW  from  the  mortar 
boats  fell  into  the  ward,  and  rebounding,  lodged  upon 
him.     The  convalescents  and  sick,  in  the  same  room, 
instantly  summed  up  strength  to  crawl  out  on  hands  and 
knees,  whilst  the  fuse  was  burning ;  but  this  wretched 
victim  was  kept  down  by  the  weight  of  the  shell,  which 
after  some  seconds  burst,  took  off  both  his  legs,  and 
scorched  him  in  a  dreadful  manner  :  but,  what  was  still 
more  horrid,  he  survived  the  explosion,  and  was  sensi- 
ble to  the  very  moment  that  death  relieved  him  from  his 
misery.     His  last  words  were  expressive  of  regret  that 
he  had  not  been  killed  on  the  batteries. 

The  enemv's  attention  to  the  blockade  seemed  now 
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to  be  revived.  Their  cruisers  were  increased,  and 
constantly  on  the  watch.  The  force  in  the  Bay  at  this 
time  was  one  ship  of  the  line,  a  xebeque  having  a  broad 
pendant,  a  frigate,  and  five  xebeques,  with  the  gun  and 
mortar  boats,  and  small  armed  craft.  The  arrange- 
ment of  these  vessels  for  the  purpose  of  blocl^ading  the 
Garrison,  appeared  to  be  as  follows.  Wlien  the  wind 
was  we.-t,  two  xebeques  and  four  gun-boats  anchored 
at  Cahrita  Point,  cruising  at  night  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Bay  and  in  the  Straits  ;  when  easterly,  the  frigate, 
xebeques,  and  four  gun-boats,  cruised  some  between 
Ceuta,  and  Europa,  and  others  in  the  Gut :  one  xe- 
beque was  generally  observed  to  lie-to  off  Europa  Point 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Bay.  Though  this  disposition 
apparently  obstructed  all  intercourse  between  the  Gar- 
rison and'our  friends  in  Portugal  and  Minorca,  yet  op- 
portunities sometimes  occurred,  when  boats  slipped  out 
unobserved,  and  returned  with  the  same  success. 

The  evening  of  the  30th,  the  enemy's  cannonade, 
which,  except  when  the  boats  fired  on  our  camp,  sel- 
dom exceeded  three  shells  in  the  twenty-four  hours, 
was  pretty  smart  for  an  hour  or  two  ;  occasioned  by 
our  firing  on  their  working  parties.  Such  starts  of  re- 
taliation they  were  often  provoked  to,  by  our  annoying 
their  workmen  in  the  batteries. 

The  prames  had  been  found  so  useful,  that  in  the 
beginning  of  September,  the  Navy  began  to  fit  up  the 
portune  sloop,  in  order  to  add  her  to  their  number. 
The  oth,  a  flag  of  truce  from  the  enemy  brought  over 

Pratts,  an  inhabitant  of  Gibraltar,   who  had 

been  taken  by  the  Spaniards  in  the  Fox  packet,  about 
twelve  months  before,  and  whom,  as  it  was  said,  the 
enemy  for  some  time  had  objected  to  exchange.  By 
this  man  we  were  informed  that  the  Uuke  de  Crillon 
with   ton  thousand  men,  had  landed  at   Minovra,  and 
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th.it  it  was  rtportod  \w  was  to  be  joined  by  a  French 
army  I'roni  Toulon.      The  evenin^f  of  the  7th,  the  Cup- 
tain  at  Willis's  again  endeavouretl  to  set  fire  to  the 
weeds,  &c.  in  the  gardens,  whieh,   from  their  height, 
afi'o!  ded  great  cover  to  the  enemy's  ailvanccd  sentries  ; 
and  in  executing  these  orders  a  brisk  cannonade  was 
returned  by  the  enemy,  which  continueil  till  day-break. 
Our  carcasses  and  light  balls  frequently  took  effect ; 
but  the  canes  were  too  green  to  be  burnt  to  any  pur- 
pose.    In  the  course  of  this  firing,  several  shot  from 
the  Lines  ranged  as  fiir  as  the  South  barracks  and  New 
luole.      Great  numbers  of  gabions  were  now  observed 
in  the  enemy's  faseine-park. 

The  evening  of  the   l-2th,  they  tired  a  grand  salute 
from   thtir  Lines  and  shipping,  and  a  feu-de-jove  in 
camp.      After  the  salute,  tliey  continued  to  cannonade 
from  the  Lines,  though  for  some  days  before  they  had 
only  fired  their  mystical  number  in  the   twenty-four 
hours.       We  imagined  this  salute  to  be  on  account   of 
the  Duke  de  Crillon's  having  gained  some  advantage  at 
Minorca.      In  the  course  of  their  firing,  on  the  15th,  a 
circumstance  happened,  simikir  to  one  which  occurred  in 
Mjiv  ;  and  both  of  them  n-ay  be  consitlered   as  extra- 
ordinarv.      A  shell  from  the  Lines  fell  upon  the  Koelc, 
aliove  the  Re«l   sands,   and   glanced  off  in  a  direction 
m-ui'ly  at  right  angles  with  its  range  :  it   rolle«l   to  ti.e 
bottom  of  the  Princess  of  W'ales's  lines,  brrst  on  t\ a 
plutform  of  one  of  the  thirt)-two  pounders,  and  a  splint. 
er  cutting  the  apron  of  the  gun,  fired  it   off:   the    s).<<t 
lr."k  away  the  raihng  at  the  foot  of  the  glacis,  and 
lodged  in  the  line-wall  near  Ragged-staff. 

We  observed,  on  the  lOth,  that   the  enemy,   durin  r 

t!;.-    preeerng  nijiht,   had   thrown  up   three   banks  "f 

1  ii  -  ■     ://g'.v,  beginning  at  the  f«-nt re  of  the  fo;>.T  t!j 

1  i.iueh    .1     i.proaeh,  which  secnivd   i:it«  ixhd   as   a   1  ;ie 
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of  direction  for   a  new  communication    to    the    St. 
Carlos's  battery.     In  the  evening,  the  Governor  order- 
ed  the  artillery  to  direct  a  brisk  fire  on  this  work, 
which  was  continued  till  day-break  of  the  17th.     The 
enemy  returned  the  fire  reluctantly,  from  a  wish,  as 
we  imagined,  not  to  increase  ours.     The  next  morning, 
we  observed  they  had   retained  the  sand  thrown  up  the 
preceding  night  with  casks  ;  and  from  the  materials 
seen  in  the  vicinity  of  the  works,  other  additions  seemed 
intended  to  be  made.     At  night,   Crouchett's  howit- 
zer-battery  and  Montague's  bastion  were  opened,  and, 
with  Willis's,  &c.  were  kept  constantly  going.     About 
mid-night  the   gun-boats,  attended  by  a  bomb-ketch, 
as  we  conjectured,  came  over,  and,  contrary  to  then- 
former  practice,  directed  their  fire  towards   WMlis  s 
the  Lines,  and  north  end  of  the  Town.     So  determined 
were  they  to  land  their  shells,  that  one  went  over  the 
rock,  and  many  fell  on  the  hill ;  and,   in  attempting  to 
imitate  us,  in  bursting  their  shells  in  the  air,  several 
disploded  in  their  mortars.     They  staid  two  hours  and 
a  half,  an.l  expended  a  hundred  and  thirty  shells  and 
eighty-seven  shot,  and  their  land-batteries  were  not  so 
sparing  as  the  night  before.     We  returned  a  smart  fire 
on  both  sea  and  land,  and  retaliated  on  their  camp,  as 

usual. 

A  shell,  during  the  above  attack,  fell  in  an  eml>ra- 
sure  opposite  the  King's-lines  bomb-proof,  killed  one 
of  the  73d,  and  wounded  another  of  the  same  corps. 
The  case  of  the  latter  was  singular,  and  will  serve  to 
enforce  the  maxim,  that  even  in  the  most  dangerous 
cjises,  we  should  never  despair  of  a  recovery  whilst  life 
remains.  This  unfortunate  man  was  knocked  down 
by  the  wind  of  the  shell,  which,  instantly  bursting, 
killed  his  companion,  and  mangled  him  in  a  most  dread- 
ful  manner.     Uis  hea<l  was  terribly  fractured,  his  left 
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,       •     .wn  Dlaces    one  of  his  legs  shattered, 
arm  broken  in  t«o  P'""''  ^  f  ^^^^  right  hand, 

the  sian  and  muscles  torn  "«  P»;'  ^l\.^  /^„„  ,„dy 
the  middle  finger  broken  to  P'^^^J' *"     ^  gunpowder. 

„ost  severely  ^^-"1'  """ct  to  t"^^°"^'  *='' 
He  presented  so  horrid  an  object  to  tne       K        , 

they  had  not  the  snudlest  hopes  of  saving  hs  h^, 

tre  at  a  loss  .hat  part  ^^^^^^;,Jt  1^ 
that  evening  trep-ed;;^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^.^^^^  ^,,, 
was  amputated,  ami  otner  constitution, 

ed.     Being  possessed  of  a  most  excel  ^ 

nature  performed  wonders  •"  h'^--  '  '^  .,^  „,„,  u 

weeks  the  cure  was  '-"P'^'^'y^^^.^i^-s  bounty 
Donald  Ross,  and  he  now  enjoys  h'«  ^overei^  J_ 

in»P™t";^7TrrXt'»t      ot;  ^.  thigh  on 
missioned   officer   of  artillery 

Mon^igues  bastion;  -J^  P-fj^;]  ^^  ,ft,r  X 
ment,  both  his  legs :  the  latter  uiiu 

amputation  was  Pe'"^™-'-       ^^^^,,„  fro„.  .he  Spa- 

Jt=Lirmt;'s..  Carjos-s  battery.     He 

-  pV  rTtVe'rmTr^t^^nTo  er^t 
cave   information    ot  tne  entuj  :„  thp  pveninff, 

-T r,7  rr: tines  "iroYtus'r:  oi::  tf; 

y  Majors  Mercier  and  j.  J^o^es,  o^  ..     39.h^r^;^ 
S^XSvjriVtLfloorintJtheceU^^^^^^ 
Ihere  it  burst,  and  forced  the  flooring,  with  the  unfor- 
ta'e  Maior  to  the  ceiUng.     When  assistance  came 
they  found  Major  Burke  almost  buried  amongst  the 
ruins  of  the  room.     He  was  instantly  conveyed  to  the 
Csp:  1,  where  he  died  soon  ailer  the  -""^-'j-* 

was  amputated,  much  1«">^"'^'V  •       .      Ind  bT  the 
amiable  and  worthy  member  of  society,  and  b; 
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Governor  .  an  ^f-'^f:^,„SSl^^ 
,„.l  Vignoles  h-^.  X:,\"ugh.ly  -unded  by  the  splin- 
they  were  neverthe  ess  sl.gm  y  daughter, 

ters ;  a.s  were  a  serjoant  "f  the  ^m^  ^^^^^  ^^_ 

who  were  in  the  ^-^'If^^'Lo^t  untouched  dur- 
tered.     This  house  had  -  P -^^^^^^rdment,  till  this 

of  this  active  -//^^'"^^  e  f  «^;i,  ^^.^  the  succeed- 

The  enemy  ^-l^^  ""V;^  fou  th  branch  of  the  ap- 

i„g  ,,ay,  ''"-  '  ;*-t'       In  .he  evening,  the  Helena 

proach  .about  the  centi  e.  England, 

Lx  Kite    with  a  1-v^      '  f  %J  L„.,,  of  the 
and  a  schooner    for  1  ort  iKal  ^^.^^^ 

,2,h,   who  had  lost  "-j'-f;,"'!,  increased  at  night 
home  in  the  former      C^.rfi.mb  ,,^,  ,.;„ 

^ept^r  Th:1orc;tain  Powlis,  of  the  V3d, 

was  appointed  Jo^-M-'J-;  ^  by  the  engi- 

Our  »«'^'"^  Pf  ^^,.;^ri    ,   I'rincess  Caroline's 
ncers,  on  t''«,^\^\  ^-J^' owing  to  the  spirited  beha- 

battery,  .at  Wilhs  ^^^^^^^^J  ,,,3  beared,  thecals- 
viour  and  example  of  t<e  officers  ^^^^^^ 

sons  placed,  tilled,  ^^J^l^^^l',^,  enemy.     When 
night,  under  a  most  he.a>hretr  ^^^^ 

t  ^^■"^r.lt';t:  ;  oXlea  ,«  tl.  Capt-Vm  of^i. 
cheers:  buttnty>>*^  ^.jth 

tiUery,  who  re;oinmendod  to  s.alu  e  t  ._^^.^.^^^,y 
three  rounds  from  _e^h  gun  .  wh  ^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^.  ^,,^ 
,ut  in  executiom  The  party  ^^^^  but,  in  returmng 
hurt  during  the  w.um  la  Mottes,  who  had 

to  he  dismissed,  a  ^^J^"'"^  ^^.t  u'lu'd  hv  a  random- 
braved  the  dangers  of  the  da)   ''•^    ■';   ^  ^„„^i„.,ea 
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V  1,.  from  tl>e  Roval  battery,  Williss,  and  Montague's 
snc'ln  irom  vii^  *^  J  "  .        .      .«      j„„ .  and  at 

mtHostt  the  ;nt.a„oe  0^0^^;--"  „t 
Thp  pnomv  in  return  were  not  spcaruip 

I^;:  ^t:^:lrre/^e;.una.a  an. 
Lvent^three  rounds  of  aiffcren^sp^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

''■'%^":7  etrfnTdT; tr:,  :Uh   .ana   -.«  the 
rnverea   and  retains  u  i»j  ■»  , 

fit. .  About  t.o  hunar.i  -  ;x:t:;trto 

l,loyed  in  the  day  ;  but  thev  ^^^^  ^  ji,<^,,,a. 

retire,  our  ordnance  « as  so  ««"  f^  ;  jj^,,  „, 

•rue  ^'^^^^^H^'^C^^:^^:::^-'^  again 
as  usual  i  and  It  «»f  "'""fe  j  ,,,^.,  ^..^  pvineipally  to- 
attinded  them.      Inc)  po.nio  Willis's; 

^^^'^''^  :t  )lt:nt:f^Nt:;o;:,  Wr;.- ashore  at  the 
:Z^.      we"  Uurnod  their  fire,  and    re.ahated 

^■■■K::i^n;t:i;i;- 

,  1        rf  Vnri  Barbara  took  fire  from  tne  ene 

of  the  merlons  ot  tort  Daroai a  officer  at 

r ;:  tVXerno,^  ^^^^^'Z^'^Z 
the  Grand  battery.  ' ^-^  .''""l^^^'ee.ed ;  o«ing 
latter  did  not  answer  so  '-»  -J^^J^  „,  ieh  are 
perhaps  to  the  "nevcnn^s   of  ^^^^    „^  ,„^.,„y 

,.f  .tone  7  -;  Xthe  Fort,  without  extinguish- 
,,.re  o  .hg.d  '---;,,  „.,  ,^,  „„,y  five  faseine- 
mg  the  h.  e.     At  a.  ^^  ^  ^^  .Ustroye.l, 

,„„.U,ns  ^<''"->";^;  '  ;"  ;;;.es  on  the  rau.part,  and 
.„h  some  »^:""-';  -r  .,;  *'  ,,,,  i,„agincd  that  .hi.  ac- 
fa.^emc  Avork  in  tnt  uiun.  c 
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1      *u^  Vi^rf  n«;plpss  foF  Fonic  time ; 
cidcnt  would  render  the  tort   usiiess  lor 

but  thev  convinced  us  that  our  conclusion,  ^^^re  pre 

.rlnmce 'tores  and  intrenehing  tools  :  ^"e  .nformed  u 
that   Goverment  had  engaged  t«enty  ^"t*'^'     f  '  ;. 
force,  for  the  san.e  purpose.      A  xebeque  and  fom  gun- 
holts  oDPOsed  her  passage,  but  ni  vam. 

Mb,  Lieu.  Clarke,  of  the  5Gth,  -3'ed'>fa  d  - 
cline.  in  the  course  of  the  day,  the  on-y  bc^  n  to 
clear  Fort  Barbara,  and  in  the  evening  to  lav  fas  ne» 
(.  ..vca.  number  of  which  were  in  the  nc.ghbou  hood 
of  the  k.rt),  towards  repairing  it.  Our  fire  coutnu.ed 
^oblwcdl  directed,  and  o.-idcrably  annoyed    he 

The  aTth  a  '^^^^^^'''^X^'^^tnn;. 
the  ffuard  at  Mid.lle-hill.      Apariytin  . 

telv  went  roun.l,  and  took  hhn  up.     ";  F<-;;.J 
be  a  deserter  from  the  "id  regunent  ;  but  the  «iacl. 
,;::;  finished  wi.l>  hunger,  and  so  bru.sed  m  gctUng 
down  the  rock,  that  his  life  was   despaired  of.      I  he 
28  h  the  enem;  capped  two  merlons  off  Fort  Barbara 
Their    arties  Jere'very  diligent  in  making  gabions  and 
f vW   :  the  former  we  imagined  we,-e  removed,  as 
Lv  were  finished,  to  the  Lines  and  a^lvanccd  woi;  ^ 
"    ve  had  observed  .several  behind  the  fourth  and  h.th 
tranches  of  the  approach.     This  circumstance    with 
inusual  activity  in  completing  o'^-s    confirmed 
om-  Ute  intelligence,  that  they  intended  additional  b...t- 
tones  near  the  St.   Carlos's. 

•  'he  firing  from  the  Garrison  now  exceeded  seven  hun- 

,lrd  rinds  in  the  twenty-four  hours  ;  and  the  enemy 

J:  uen.lv    returned    eight   hundred     and    some  imes 

no  e.     Our  casuals  con^eonenlly  b..an  ngaiu  to  be 
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p.«y.o,«ent.  amongst  o.^->^^^ 

shell  were  at  tlieir  itcT, 

really  «onaerf«o  be  o  „^^.    ,„,;„„,,  o.oufrh 

ness  they  persisted  in  t  uir  se»i  '  j     ,  ^^ 

exposed  to   the  enemy's  «hole  '^f^'^'i-J"  '  „f 

genorahty  appeared  totally  callons  to  every 

"^Toth  sides  continued  indefatigable  in  their  opera- 
.•/„,  The  enemy  finished  two  or  three  merlons  m 
r.  ■«  Jb  u-'ereeted  traverses  near  the  Tower,  m  the 
rear  of  the  new  commun.eation    and  ,ere  y 

batteries,  rtpia*.  nirties   «lailY  emploved 

m  repair-.  "",/"'.,,„  fr„n,  «hieh  they  con- 
by  a  shot  '••-':'  ,,1^;  ''•""i,  i,„re  amputation  with 
tinued  occasional     tofire^        soon  af^er,  through  the 

r  '^"blo!  Tr«i  u  to  his  being  brought  to  the 
\wptr  Tbi  f  ct  being  represented  to  the  Govenor 
Hospital.      1  .  „.  .r,.„t  regiments  were  ordered  to 

r  ho'veverlusoovered  from  WiUi-'s,  on  the  eveiimg 


of  the  1st  of  October,  working  to  the  west  of  the  S  • 
Carlos  battery :  and  they  persisting  in  their  labour,  our 
firl  was  inc/eased  from  'the  batteries  below ,  whu^i 
brought  on  a  warm  return.     At  daybreak  w^e  observ 
ed    at  the  extremity  of  the  new   approach,  a  large 
eplvulement,.>fforty.five  gabions  long,  two  in  height 
and  four  or  five  in  breadth.     On  the  top  were  severa 
layers  of  sand-bags,  and  sand  was  banked  up  to  pro  ect 
U  in  front.     It  w°as  situated  within  the  -estern  piaca 
darnu^s  of  the  St.  Carlos's  battery,  towards  the  beach, 
in  a  direction  forming  a  very  obtuse  angle  with  the 
front  of  the  above  battery.     Our  engineers  immediately 
agreed  that  this  epaulement  w.is  intended  for  "lOTtars  ; 
which  induced  the  Governor,  in  the  course  of  the  2d, 
to  order  two  embrasures  fmasked  at  the    Old-nio  e 
head,  to  cover  the  mortars  which  we  usually  fired  into 
their  camp)  to  be  opened,  and  two  howitzers  to  be  kept 
in  action  from  thence.     At  night,  our  firing  at  inter- 
vals was  so  astonishingly  brisk,  that  the  whole  north 
front,  from  the  Rock-gun  to  the   Mole-head,  was  ob- 
Km-ed  in  smoke.     This  fire  was  continued,  with  lit  le 
intermission,  till  day-break  ;  .ind  though  the  enemy  did 
not  return  it  warmly,  they  made  up  for  their  silence  the 
succeeding  day.     Dvuing  the  twenty-foxu-  hours  they 
discharged  twelve  hundred  and  sixty- three  rounds,  and 
the  preceding  day,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fortj^eight ;  which  to  us  was  a  proof  that  they  were 
considerablv  galled  by  our  fire. 

We  had  observed,  for  some  weeks,  a  party  ot  the 
enemy  erecting  a  buihling  upon  an  eminence,  near  the 
^tone  quarrv,  under  the  (jueen  of  Spain's  Chair,  which 
at  length  tJrne<l  out  to  be  a  signal-tower  ;  but  no  use 
was  made  of  it  till  the  beginning  of  this  month,  when 
we  discovered  that  it  was  intended  to  give  information 
to  theu-  batteries  in  the  lines,  when  our  working-parties 
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were  trolnR  up  the  hill.     On  their  marching  up,  *• 
rrniTrof  the  3d,  a  signal  was  „.a,le  f-n  the  tower 
m  thdr  batteries  Immeaiately  increas.-,!  the.r  fire  on 
h    hSts  ;  on  their  return  in  the  -ening  the   s.gna 
was  rcpoatea.     This  praotiee  they  contmued  for  some 
,i,ne.     At  night,  the  body  of  a  sohher  of  «he  1  ^"^'  ^ 
ment  who  attempted  to  swim  to  the  enemy  from  Water- 
;„ rt  'was  diseovered  floating  near  the  Kepulse  prame 
The  sailors  on  the  wateh,  imagining  some  large  fish 

had  got  foul  of  their  cable  '^-^*''' ^ '^^^^T^^'^Z 
body,  but  soon  found  out  the.r  m.staUe.  1  h''^"'^;/;^ 
inL/mornini:  we  observed  that  the  enemy  had  thrown 
"p  aeov  r,  ft-on,  the  eastern  shoulder  of  the  .ww  bat- 
rerrtotl.»x.stern  magazine  of  the  St.  CarWs  :  they 
alio  .^ised  a  shoulder  on  the  western  extremity,  and 
erected  five  traverses  in  the  rear.  ,•    •  ■  i    i . 

Our  firing,  on  the  4th,  was  ordered  to  be  dmnn.shed 
onlv    Monttgue-s   and  the   Hill  batter.es    were    kept 
gofng :  few  ^hot  were  now  used,  as  the  enemy  seern^ 
to  my  little  attention  to  them  ;  and  we  had  oeular 
nroofj  daily  of  the  annoyance  from  the  small  shells, 
Tetimnldiatelymade  them  desist,  and  get  under 
cover.     The   same  day  a  mutmy  was   discovered  on 
board  His  Majesty's  cutter  the  Speedwell,  Lieut   Gib- 
son  ;  and  four  of  the  ringleaders  were  seized  and  con- 
fined.    The  plan  of  this  conspiracy  was,  to  murder  the 
officers  of  the  watch,  cut  the  cable,  and  run  away  with 
the  vessel  to  Algeziras,  where  they  computed  she  would 
.ell  for  a  handsome  sum,  which  was  to  be  equally  divid- 
li  amoncst  the  people  interested,  who  were  then  to 
depart  for  Engknd.     Near  half  the  crew  were  a.n^ 
cerned  ;  and  the  same  evening,  if  the  wind  continued 
favom-able  the  scheme  was  to  have  been  put  m  cxecu- 
tion.     Happily  one  of  the  party  fl  behev^e  a  Spa.u^ 
deserter)  confessed  in  time  to  render  the  whole  abortive. 
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It  was  somewhat  singular,  that  Mr.  Gil-.n  had  lu^en 
o  unfortunate,  when  in  England  as  to  W-' tl-^cu  t  r 

h.  then  commanded  run  away  with  by   the  crtw    imo 
he  then  comma  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  _^_.j^^_.^_ 

'^  VrX  rt  night  of  the  4th,  threw  i^P  a  line 
of  casus  and-sand,  extending  upw.r  -  sixty  _^ct  ma 
parallel  line  to  the  front  of  ht.  Carlo»  s. 

of  the  ♦*>""^[  ^    determination  of  besieging  the 

charge  and  eftect  of  *^^;^^>J^\;   .  ,^   ^^^  Governor  and 
ih'xt  the  Garr  son  was  now  reallN  m  a  uei  «-i 

r  ;:  't;.:il  t:^^  wee  a,so  made  in  the  rear 
'Tthe  new  approach  f.om  the  fourth  branc^ 

^'n-r  ;::,:;row  nfto  the  r7.i':«hic,.  ti. 

some  tmte;  piobaDiy  o>m Wo  evening 

,.f..r  hoats  necessarily  ilemanaed.     Un  tne  e>tu    b 

T        -^r  thev  however  renewed  their  visit,  much 

of  the   <th,  they   "«^J  and  staid  upwards  of  two 

rr  ''^Tr:rlTrnre:i':iUit.cdL  our  p-ames, 
t; -U  theV;  shells,  the  fuses  0^^^^;;^:^ 

r\'T:h:^::it:^:y.;ur'  Ins  i^mcd  one  ot 
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Irtv  three  shot,  sixteen  grape,  and  t«o  hun.lred  and 

liL'd^rthe^xrre^™^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

eight  mortars.     In  the  afternoon,  a  ^>-l'  /"^i;  '"'Y 

TadMred  ^W- -^^  ♦'rXTIw  ^n 

"  The  enemy's  parties  appearing  numerous  within  the 
new  works,  our  firing  fro.n  the  Garrisou  --ne^eased 
on  the  U  th  and  was  as  hriskly  returned.  1  he  Go^  c  r. 
Tor  how  ordered  the  artillery  to  be  less  profuse  m 

?u  u re  unless  some  ca-sualty  demanded  an  additional 
fire  for  their  loss,  he  was  of  opinion,  bore  no  propor- 
^on'to  our  expenditure.  Our  sn.all  shells  were  also 
deereasing  verv  fast ;  and  the  enemy  appeared  too  we 
'rc:;d  with  .^verses  in  the  new  works  to  be  mt.h 
annoyed  bv  them.  The  sueceoduig  day  our  h.e 
srcelv  exceeded  a  hundred  rounds ;  and  the  enemy  s 

^"^hr^IvS'llre  Gibraltar  at^his  time  W.S 

,..I.r  in^ignificant,  though  porfee.ly  ™f  ;-'[;-•  ^l^^ 
blockade.  Most  of  their  xebeques  ha<l  left  the  ita- 
ZnT^e  imagined,  to  block  up  Mahon  ;  and  only 

:  ',;„e..,f.battlt  ship,  one  frigate,  one  >-l.on-,  a  f 
two  bomb-ketches,  with  the  small  craft  and  gun-\  oats 

el  ned  in  the  Bay.     The  13th,  the  Governor  ordered 
ourTower  batteries  to  be  silent,  in  order  to  prove  whe- 
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1 1  t.A  diverted  from  firing  on  the 

town,  as  then  naut-ntr  ,  .  /  i  •     «  rrreat  measure 

of  besiegers,  seemed  to  be  ^'^^^^I^Xa  effect. 

by  ours;  and  ^^_";^Z^^<^^  '"  «»'*'"S 
Their  parties  were  noNv    cmpio>        ,.' 

the  interior  part  of  the  "-'  mor  -ba«-y;  ^ 

The  Garrison,  <^;\^f:^^%'']Zl  the  number. 

TtSronLt^hltlf.^^^^^^^^^^^ 

The  subsequent  morn.ng  we  «bserv ed  t    j 
.a  battery,  of  six  embrasures,  J"  ""g  he  sec 

of  the  new  com.nuntcat.on    ""'';;^:;i^,;irt,e  Grand 
andthetown,  a^outtwe  ve hundred} a. dM. 

,,.,tery:  only  four  merlons  "W^'^' '^_^  "'^j  Seines, 
,,,rec  were  in  a  rude  state,  w..h  a  n*  o  ^^^^ 

pickets,  and  planks  Ijmg  about  the  ^^^^''^^      ^^      ;„ 
Mouchurc  of  the  fourth  branch.     ^   ^  ^°;;   ^^'.^e 

,l.e  morning  of  the  mh,  ''^'^'^^'^^JJ^l^JZi.     One 
new  battery,  which  the  enemy  ns;b^^^^^^^^^^^^  the  new 

„f  our  ----;-,*J„7;;   le  ,ime.     The  following 
approach,  and  it  burn  ^^^^^  ,^  ^,^„„. 

morning  we  found  they  ha.l  remi  fo^cines,  which, 

Kuishthefire,andd.ph.cedma      ofh^^^^^^ 

with  other  materials,  were  lunfe 

in  'he  vicinity  on>;e  >;-- ^  ^,,,  ,.,ued  by  the  gun- 

The  night  of  the  2M\\  »«J J  ^      „,ual,  owing 

boats,  but  their  stay  was  much  '1  "'^^Jhan         ^  ^^^  .^ 

Vwf ilXed  va^  i"'e"'l'"' '°  '="8»S''  ""'•  f'""] 
"•""fM   he  land  side,  where  the  enemy  were  heard 

I': -1  Tw     k         had  tot  however  that  effcc,  as  our 
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batteries  .lirected  an  .ifMitional  firo,  and  continuo.l  it 
the  \\ho\e  nitrht.  At  day-break  we  found  they  had  re- 
paired the  breaeh  made  by  the  fire,  and  strengthened 
the  merlons  of  their  gun-battery  with  gabions  and  sand 
heaped  up  in  front. 

The  situation  of  this  battery  afforded  a  n\ore  serious 
appearance  tlian   any  operations  yet  undertaken  by  the 
enemy.     Colonel  Tovey,  the  conunandant  of  artillery, 
therefore  recommended  to  the  Governor  to  open  upon 
it,  without  loss  of  time,  from  such  heavy  guns  and  how- 
itzers  as  might  be  soon  brought  to  bear  upon  it ;  assist- 
ed, at  the  same  time,  with  some  thirteen-inch   shells, 
and  a  few  red-hot  shot  from  an  eighteen-pounder  or 
two.     The  following  morning  the  enemy  had  almost 
completed  the  battery  :  the  Governor   was   therefore 
induced  to  comply  with  the  representation  of  Colonel 
Tovey,  and  ordered  the  upper  batteries,  &c.  to  be  open- 
ed on  the  enemy's  works,  and  to  continue  to  fire  from 
his  direction.     *About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  22d,  (a  captain  and  two  subalterns,  with  the  artillery 
picket,  manning   the  lower  batteries)  the  firing  com- 
menced, and  was  continued  with  unremitting  spirit  and 
regularity  the  remainder  of  the  evening  and  night. 
The  enemv,  m  return,  discharged  repeated  vollies  from 
their  lines*;  but  to  little  purpose.     Our  artillery  soon 
drove  them  from  the  battery,  which  frequently  was  set 
on  fire  bv  the  carcasses,  but  extinguished.      On  the 
morning  of  the  23d  we  had  the  mortification  to  find, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  fire  kept  upon  it  in  the 
night,  five  of  the  embrasures  were  masked  with  san<l- 
bags,\oenablethe  whole  better  to  resist  the  effect  of 
our  shells.     The  work   was  nevertheless  considerably 
dama'-'ed,  though  not  in  a  degree  equal  to  our  expense 
in  amn.unition.     The  firing   at    noon    was   therefore 
ordered  to  cease,  as  we  had  expende<l  fifteen  hundred 
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and  ninety-six  shot,  five  hundred  and  tlnrty  shelly 
Cmost  of  a  heavy  nature),  ten  carcasses,  and  t^^o  light 
£ls_lt  must  appear  almost  incredible,  that  a  battery 
at  such  a  distance  should  be  able  to  resist  such  heavy 
ordnance,  without  being  levelled  to  the  ground:  but 
indeed  few  works  were  ever  erected  so  f'^?  and  com- 
pact. The  St.  Carlos's  battery  was  sdent  the  ^  hole 
lime  ;  an.l  from  the  lines  they  returned  a  thousand  and 
twelve  shot,  and  three  hundred  and  two  shells.  Our 
loss  was  not  very  great  ;  but  on  the  enemy  s  side  niany 
were  observed  to  fidl,  and  several  to  be  earned  mto 
the  Lines  :  their  gallantry,  we  may  therefore  imagine, 

cost  them  dear.  .      ,   ,      i  i^„« 

The  succeeding  night  they  repaired  the  dmnage  done 
by  our  fire,  and  erected  two  traverses  m  the  rear  of 
the  g^m-battery  :  it  is  probable  they  were  working  also 
on  the  platforms  ;  and  during  the  two  following  night 
they  strengthened  it  with  other  additions  The  25th 
the  enemN^s  fire  was  rather  lingular.  In  the  afternoon, 
about  nine,  their  batteries,  for  near  an  hour  and  a  half, 
discharged  repeated  salvos  from  both  cannon  and  mor- 
tars;  not  directing  their  fire  to  any  particular  object, 
but  scattering  their  shot  in  every  direction  towards  the 
Garrison,  and  bursting  the  shells  principally  in  the  air. 
In  the  afternoon,  about  three,  this  mode  of  firing  was 
repeated,  and  continued  nearly  the  same  time.  1  he 
26th,  Lieut.  Vicars,  of  the  5Gth,  was  slightly  wounded 

in  the  Linc5.  , 

The  night  of  the  29th,  a  brisk  cannonade  was  heard 
towards  the  west ;  and  soon  after,  by  the  moon,  wedis- 
covered  a  cutter  engaging  a  frigate,  a  xebeque,  and 
several  gun  -boats.  The  cutter  answered  a  signal  made 
bv  the  r.rilliant  at  the  commencement  of  the  action,  by 
wdiich  we  knew  her  to  be  a  frien.l.  Aftcn-  the  engage- 
ment  had  continued  very  warm  for  a  considerable  time. 
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the  firing  cease.1,  ancl  she  wtus  obliged  to  submit  to  so 
uperior  a  force.     The  suceee.ling  night,  the  Umoorn 
cXr  arrived,  and  four  boats  from  Faro :  the  former 
informed  us,  that  she  parted  company  u.th  several  cut- 
e  Abound  for  Gibraltar.     The  fruit,  &c.  brought  m 
the  Portuguese  boats,  »as  immediately  pur.-liased  by 
he  Governor,  for  the  use  of  the  sick  in  the  hospitals: 
and  some  of  the  crew  were  confined,  being  suspected  to 
come  as  spies.     The  31st,  the  enemy  s  engineers  were 
observed  placing  picl<ets  to  the  westward  of  the  six- 
gun  battery ;  apparently  with  a  view  of  extending  . ha 
Lrk.     Since  our  last  attack  upon  it,  the  firing  on  both 
sides   was   much    diminished.     In  the    course   of  the 
month,  three  men  deserted  from  the  G.-irrison. 

The  night  of  the  2d  of  November,  the  signal  was 
made  for  the  approach  of  the  enemy's  gun  and  mortar 
boats,  which  for  some  time  had  not  paid  us  the  regu- 
lar  visits  they  formerly  did  ;  owing,  as  I  have  remarked 
before,  to  the  repairs  which  the  boats  must  necessarily 
demand  :  but  the  Vanguard  and  Uepulse  prames  firing 
several   shot,   they   retired.      The   3d,   the    Fortune 
prame,  mounting  five  twenty-six  pounders,  was  towed 
Lt,  a^d  moored  to  .he  southward  of  the  Vanguard^ 
Th^  next  dav,  about  seven  in  the  evemng  thirteen  gun 
and  six  mortar  boats  fired  briskly  upon  the  Garrison, 
seconded  by  the  Lines :  they  staid  near  an  hour  and  a 
hllf,  and  threw  a  vast  number  of  shells  ;  but  few  were 
dire;ted  towards  our  camp.     Lieut.  John  Haser,  of 
the  73d,  had  his  leg  shot  oflf  on  Montague  s  b.-istion 
and   Lieut.   Edgar,  of  the  50th,  was  wounded  with 
splinters  of  stones.     Two  of  the  58th  and   ,3d  were 
likewise  wounded.     The  enemy  continued    on  the  0th 
and  7th,  to  make  some  few  alterations,  and  collect  fas- 
cines, gabions,  and  other  materials  at  their  hues,  and 
vavlni!  parts  of  the  appro.aches.     The  parallel  they 
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also  strengthened  :  but  the  six-gun  battery  still  re- 
mained masked  witli  sand  bags. 

As  it  appeared  of  greater  consequence,  at  this  period, 
to  annoy  the  enemy  from  tlie  Queen's  battery  at  the 
Old-mole  head,  which  formed  an  excellent  cross-fire 
with  the  other  batteries,  than  to  fire  into  their  camp ; 
the  mortars  used  for  the  latter  purpose  were  removed, 
and  the  masked  embrasures  at  the  extremity,  with  two 
others  adjoining,  were  ordered  to  be  opened,  and  so 
altered  as  to  admit  of  four  howitzers  bearing  on  the 
new  battery.  During  the  night  of  the  1 1  th,  the  enemy 
erected  an  additional  battery  of  .^ix  embrasures,  west- 
ward of  the  other,  where  the  pickets  were  observed  at 
the  close  of  last  month.  This  work  w^as  retired  a  few 
yards,  but  joined  the  extremity  of  the  shoulder  of  the 
old  batterv,  and  extended  almost  in  the  same  direction 
towards  the  beach.  It  appeared  very  strong,  and 
seemed  to  be  intended  against  the  Old-mole  head,  and 
Water-port. 

During  the  night  of  the  r2th,  many  signals  were 
made  in  the  Gut  and  along  the  Coast.  In  the  morning 
we  ob.-erved  a  cutter  standing  for  the  Bay  :  a  xebeque 
and  three  gun-boats  attempted  to  intercept  her,  but  she 
got  in  without  firing  a  gun.  She  was  called  the 
Phoenix,  and  was  laden,  on  government  account  with 
ordnance  .stores.  Col.  Ross,  who  had  left  the  Garrison 
some  months  before,  was  a  passenger,  and  returned  to 
take  the  comman<l  of  his  regiment,  the  7*2d,  or  Royal 
Manchester  Volunteers.  The  Lieutenant  who  com- 
manded the  cutter,  informed  us  that  he  parted  company 
with  two  other.s,  destined  for  the  Garrison,  on  the  1 1th  ; 
at  which  time  one  of  them  was  engaged  with  two  of  the 
enemv's  cruisers.  In  the  afternoon  some  siirnals  were 
made  at  Algeziras  ;  and  a  cutter  was  observed  standing 
in  for  the  Hay,  chased  ^-v  .*•  frigate  :  \v1;rn<-.   wo  ofin.se- 
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<|uently  concludt'd  it  must  be  one  of  the  two  mentioned 
by  the  Phcpnix.  At  this  time  several  pun-boats  were 
cruising"  off  ('^])rita  Point  and  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Bay,  waitinjiT  to  intercept  her.  In  the  Straits  the  wind 
was  W.  hut  N.  W.  in  the  bav,  and  not  verv  stront;. 
About  six  in  the  evening  she  camo  up  with  the  gun- 
boats, and  an  armed  xebeque :  a  smart  engagement 
immediately  commenced.  Whilst  she  was  retarded  by 
these,  a  second  division  of  gun-boats  from  Algeziras  cut 
her  off  from  the  Garrison  ;  and  the  frigate  coming  up, 
after  a  most  vigorous  and  resolute  resistance,  she 
struck.  When  she  first  appeared,  six  barges  were 
ordered  from  our  frigates  to  as^ist  her,  and  a  signal  was 
hoisted  on  board  the  Brilliant,  which  she  answered. 
The  boats  rowed  out  a  considerable  way,  and,  the  even- 
ing being  dark,  found  themselves  amongst  the  enemy's 
gun-boats,  from  which,  with  some  difficulty,  they  extri- 
cated themselves.  The  subsequent  morning  we  had 
the  mortitication  to  see  the  cutter  towed  into  Algeziras 
by  five  gun-boats,  with  colours  flying,  and  other  marks 
of  exultation  and  triuinph. 

The  enemy  about  this  time  adoptcnl  the  mode  of 
cutting  the  fuses  of  their  shells,  so  that  most  of  them 
which  were  fired  for  a  long  range  burst  in  the  air. 
They  continued  their  practice  of  making  signals  at  the 
tower  above  the  Quarry,  whenever  our  parties  were 
as.^embled,  or  aj)})eared  at  work  ;  and  the  shot  were  in 
general  better  directed  than  before  ;  but  their  effects 
against  the  works  were  consideral)ly  weakened  by  pieces 
of  junk  hung  over  the  merlons  of  the  batteries.  Our 
workmen  were  chiefly  employed  at  Willis's,  in  re)  air- 
the  Tower-battery,  &c.,  and  at  the  Old  mole.  Other 
detachments  were  also  engaged  in  various  duties  on  the 
north  front.  The  night  of  the  15th,  the  enemy  length- 
ened the  pai'uUel  considerably,    and,  the  succeeding 
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night,  made  further  additions.  In  the  forenoon  of  the 
I6th,  a  long-ranged  sh-^ll,  ^om  the  St.  Carlos'  battery, 
burst  in  the  air  over  Hardy  town,  and  a  splinter  of  it 
flew  into  the  sea,  beyond  Buena- Vista,  a  distance  of 
more  than  three  miles.  Another  shell  fell,  in  the 
course  of  the  morning,  at  the  foot  of  a  wine-house, 
south  of  the  barracks ;  and  several  burst  high  in  the 
air  over  the  South  shed.  We  attributed  these  un- 
common long  ranges  to  the  force  of  the  wind,  which, 
blowing  in  the  same  direction  in  which  the  shells  were 
thrown,  undoubtedly  increased  their  velocity.  Mr. 
Tinling,  assistant  engineer,  was  wounded  the  same  day 
at  Willis's.  A  boat  arrived  on  the  18th  from  Faro: 
the  crew  were  separately  examined,  before  they  were 
permitted  the  liberty  of  the  Garrison.  The  patron 
of  this  boat  informed  us,  that  seven  cutters  destined 
for  Gibraltar,  had  been  taken  by  the  Spaniards. 

Two  deserters  came  in,  about  seven  in  the  evening 
of  the  20th  ;  one  a  corporal,  the  other  a  private  in  the 
Walloon  guards.  The  former  appeared  to  be  very  in- 
telligent, and  informed  us  of  many  circumstances  with 
which  we  were  not  before  acquainted.  The  new  mor- 
tar-battery, he  said,  was  called  St.  Paschal's  ;  and  cor- 
roborated our  intelligence,  that  it  mounted  two  mor- 
tars and  six  elevated  guns.  The  two  six-gun  batte- 
ries were^  named  St.  Martin's.  He  further  acquainted 
us,  that  the  camp  was  princii)ally  composed  of  militia 
regiments :  that  the  men  were  much  dissatisfied  with 
their  situation,  and  greatly  harassed  in  raising  the  ad- 
ditional batteries  :  that  they  had  suffered  lately  very 
severe  losses  from  our  fire  ;  particularly  instancing  the 
22d  and  23d  of  the  preceding  month,  when  seven  offi- 
cers and  eighty  men  were  killed  and  wounded.  One 
of  the  latter  was  an  engineer  of  rank,  who  died  three 
davs  afterwar<ls.      We  l»ad  remarked,  in  the  course  of 
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the  above  firing,  an  officer  to  be  particuhirly  active, 
which  we  now  found  to  be  this  engineer  :  he  braved 
for  a  considerable  time  the  dangers  of  tlie  day,  but  at 
lengtli  fell,  and  was  carried  off.  This  deserter  gave 
the  Governor  fiu*ther  information  respecting  the 
strength  and  arrangement  of  their  guards ;  and  the 
next  morning  was  conducted  to  Willis's,  where  he 
described  to  him  various  parts  of  the  enemy's  works 
and  camp.  It  had  always  been  customary  for  the 
(fovernor  to  detain  the  di  serters  at  the  Convent  a  few 
days  till  he  waa  sufficiently  informed  of  every  parti- 
cular ;  but  these  he  immured  so  close,  that,  excepting 
some  general  in^'i-mation,  the  Garrison  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  learning  but  few  circumstances,  till  an  event 
took  place,  \Ahich  will  i)re.sently  be  related. 

The  firing  from  both  sides  varied  as  objects  offered. 
Many  of  the  enemy's  shells  ranged  as  far  as  the  South 
barracks  ;  and  others,  agreeably  to  their  newly  adopt- 
ed plan,  burst  in  the  air.  The  morning  of  the  22d, 
a  soldier  of  the  58th  regiment,  who  had  been  missing 
several  days,  was  seen  to  go  into  Fort  Barbara,  from 
btliind  the  Rock.  The  following  day  the  enemy 
mounted  guns  in  the  St.  Martin's  battery ;  and  a  par- 
ty was  employed  in  completing  the  six  eastern  embra- 
sures, which  were  now  unmasked.  We  kept  upon 
them  our  usual  fire  of  small  shells  from  Willis's  and 
the  upper  batteries  ;  but  the  lower  ordnance  were 
silent.  In  the  course  of  the  day,  the  Governor  recon- 
noitred the  enemy's  works  ;  and  it  was  reported  that 
all  the  batteries  were  to  be  again  opened  upon  them, 
as  soon  as  the  four  embrasures  for  the  howitzers,  at 
th^  Old  mole  head,  were  completed. 

T)ie  night  of  the  'iJd,  the  besiegers  added  to  the 
p:'.r:vll.'i  a  return  of  ca>k-work  to  the  west :  it  appeared 
wvy    ^li-d-.t    and  tritlin:-.      The  two  succeeding  days. 
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tluir  parties  were  very  active  in  finishing  the  batte- 
ries, which,  on  the  2Gth,  exhibited  a  perfect  and  for- 
midable appearance.  This  was  the  crisis  which  the 
(Governor  considered  as  proper  to  frustrate  all  their 
views,  by  destroying  these  stupendous  works,  the  con- 
struction of  which  had  cost  them  such  immense  labour 
and  expen  e.  By  the  deserters  who  came  in  on  the 
20th  instant,  he  was  acquainted  with  the  inactivity  which 
prevailed  throughout  the  enemy's  camp,  and  with 
the  strength  of  their  advanced  guards.  Lulled  into 
security  by  tljeir  superiority  of  force,  they  never  sus- 
pected  the  Garrison  capable  of  attempting  so  bold  and 
hazardous  a  tuup-de-muin.  The  Governor,  however, 
secretly  conceived  this  important  design,  and  never  nn- 
parted  his  intention  till  the  evoniiiLr  on  which  it  was 
put  in  execution. 

The  gates  were  no  sooner  shut,  after  fir.>t  gun-firing, 
on  the  evening  of  the  2Gth,  than  he  ordered  a  consi- 
derable detachment  to  assemble  on  the  Red  sands  at 
midnight,  with  devils,  fire-faggots,  and  working  im- 
plements, to  make  a  sortie  on  the  enemy's  batteries. 
Tiie  General,  Field,  and  other  officers  to  be  employed 
on  this  service,  were  convened  in  the  interim,  and  the 
dispo>ition  of  attack  comnmnicated :  but,  lest  some 
matters  might  have  escaped  him  in  the  multiplicity  of 
arrangements,  the  Governor  desired  every  person  to 
propose,  without  restraint,  whatever  would,  in  his  or 
their  o])inion,  further  promote  the  success  of  the  en- 
terprise. The  fallowing  are  the  heads  of  the  orders 
i>sued  on  this  occasion. 
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Gibraltar,  Si'V.  .:<i,  iV    1- 

"  Countt•l•^ign,  Steady. 
''  All  tho  grenadiers  and  light  infimtry  of  the  Gar- 
'^  rison,  and  all  the  men  of  the  Pith  and  Havdenhi-rg's 
*^  regiments,   officers,    and   n.n-commissioned  ofncers 
''  now  on  duty,  to  he  immediately  relieved,  and  join 
''  their  regiments  :  to  form  a  detaehment,  consisting 
"  of  the  ll>th  and   Hardenherg's  regiments  complete, 
''  the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  of  all  the  other 
*' regiments    (which    are    to    he    complete*!    to   their 
"  full   estaldiilnnent    from  the  battali.>n   companies)  ; 
''  one  captain,  three  lieutenants,  ten  non-connnissioned 
"  officers,  and  a  hundred  artillery ;  and  three  engin- 
''  eers,  seVen  officers,  and  twi-lve  non-eonuni-sionel  of- 
"  ficers  overseers  ;  with  a  hundred  an  1  sixty  workmen 
*'  from  the  Line,  and  forty  workmen  from  the  artificer 
'^  company.      i:aeh    man  to  have  thirty-six  rounds  of 
'^  unmiunition,  with  a  good  Hint  in  his  piece,  and  an- 
*•  other  in  his  pocket.     No  drums  to  go  out,  excepting 
*'  two  with  each  of  the  regiments.      No  volunteers  will 
*^  he  allowed.     The  wh(de  to  he  commanded  by  Bri- 
''  gadier  General  Ro-s  :  and  to  assend)le  on  the  Red 
"  sands  at  twelve  o'clock  this  night,  to  make  a  Sortie 
'•upon   the  enemy's   batteries.     The  :?9th   and  58th 
'*  regiments  to  parade  at  the  same  hour  on  the  (iran<i 
''  parade,   under  the  command  of  15rigadier  General 
'^  ricton,  to  sustain  the  sortie  if  necessary." 

These  were  the  principal  orders  for  forming  the  de- 
taehment. At  midnight  the  whole  were  a.ssembled  ;  and 
h*ing  joined  by  100  sailors,  connnanded  by  Lieuts. 
Muckle  and  Campbell,  the  ditaehment  was  divided  into 
three  ohmm^.  a-recaM-    *     *•     T-li -wing  disposition. 
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The  detachment  being  formed  in  three  lines,  thu 
right  column  in  the  rear,  and  the  left  in  the  front,  tools 
for  demolishing  the  works  were  delivered  to  the  work- 
men, and  the  following  directions  for  their  destination 
communicated  to  the  principal  officers. 

"  The  right  column  to  lead  and  march  through  For- 
**  bes's  barrier,  for  the  extremity  of  the  parallel ;  keep- 
*'  ing  the  eastern  fences  of  the  gardens  close  on  their 
*'  left.  The  centre  immediately  to  follow,  marching 
"  through  Bay-side  barrier,  and  directing  their  route 
"  through  the  gardens  for  the  mortar-batteries.  The 
"  left  column  to  bring  up  the  rear,  marching  along  the 
*'  Strand  for  the  gun-batteries.  No  person  to  advance 
*'  before  the  front,  unless  ordered  by  the  officer  coni- 
"  manding  the  column  ;  and  the  most  profound  silence 
"  to  be  observed,  as  the  success  of  the  enterprise  may 
"  depend  thereon.  The  12th  and  Hardenberg's  regi- 
*'  ments  to  form  in  front  of  the  works,  as  su.^^taining 
*'  corps ;  and  are  to  detach  to  the  right  and  left  as  oc- 
*'  casion  may  require.  The  reserve  to  take  post  in  the 
*^  farthest  garden-.  When  the  works  are  carried,  the 
*'  attacking  troops  are  to  take  up  their  ground  in  tlie 
**  following  maiuier.  The  grenadiers  of  UeJen's  and 
''  La  Motte's  behind  the  parallel :  the  39th  and  73(1 
"  flank  companies,  along  the  front  of  the  fourth  branch ; 
*'  and  the  72d  grenadiers  and  light  infantry,  with  their 
"  right  to  the'  fourth  branch,  and  left  to  the  beach." 

By  the  time  the  destination  of  the  columns  was  made 
known  to  the  different  officers,  and  other  arrangements 
had  taken  place,  the  morning  of  the  27th  was  far  ad- 
vanced ;  and  as  the  moon  had  then  nearly  finished  her 
nightly  course,  the  detachment,  about  a  quarter  before 
three  o'ektek,  began  its  march,  by  files  from  the  right 
of  the  rear  line,  for  the  attack.  Although  nothing 
could  exceed  the  silence  and  attention  of  the  troops,  the 
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enemy's  advanced  sentries  discovered  the  right  column 
hefore  they  passed  Forbes's  barrier,  and  after  challeng- 
ing fired  upon  them.     Lieut.  Col.  Hugo,  finding  they 
were  alarmed,  immediately  formed  the  attacking  corps, 
and  pushed  on  at  a  brisk  pace  for  tVie  extremity  of  the 
parallel ;  there  fin.ling  no  opposition,  he  took  posses- 
sion, au<l  the  pioneers  began  to  dismantle  the  works. 
Part  of  Hardenberg's  regiment,  which  was  attached  lo 
this  column,  mistook  the  route  of  the  grenadiers,  owing 
to  the  darkness  of  the  morning  ;  and  in  pursmng  their 
own,  found   themselves,  before  they  discovered  their 
error    in  front  of  the  St.  Carlos  battery.      In  this  di- 
lemma, no  alternative  offered  but  pressing  forwards, 
which  thev  gallantly  did,  after  receiving  the  enemy  8 
fire.     Upon  mounting  the  parapet,  the  enemy  precipi- 
tately retreated,  and  with  great  difficulty  they  descend- 
ed the  stupendous  work,  forming  with  their  left  to  the 
Tower      They  were  thus  situated,  when   Lieut.    Col. 
Dachenhausen,  at  the  head  of  the  39th  flank  companies, 
entered  the  St.  Carlos's  battery,  and  naturally  mistaking 
them  for  his  opponents,  fired,  and  wounded  several. 
Further  mischief  was  however  prevented  by  the  coun- 
ter.i-m  ;  and  the  Hanoverians  joine<l  the  remainder  of 
their  corps,  which  now  formed  enpotence  in  front  of  the 
parallel.     The  73d  flank  companies  wer.^  equally  suc- 
cessful in  their  attacks  ;  and  Lieut.  Col.  Trigge,  with 
the  grenadiers  and  liuht  company  of  the  72d  regiment, 
cirried  the  gri-batteries  with  great  gallantry.       I  he 
ai-dour  of  th.  assailants  was  irresistible.     The  enemy 
on  every  side  gave  way,  aban<loning  in  an  mutant    and 
^vith  the  utmost  precipitation,  those  works  which  had 
cost  them  so  much  expense,  and  employed  so  many 

months  to  perfect.  ^ 

When  our  trrK)ps  had  taken  possession,  the  attackmg 
corps  formed,  agi'ceably  to  their  orders,  to  repel  any 
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attempt  which  the  enemy  might  make  to  prevent  the 
destruction  of  the  works,  whilst  the  12th  regiment  took 
post  in  front  of  the  St.  Carlos's  battery,  to  sustain  the 
western  attack  ;  and  the  reserve,  under  Major  Max- 
well, drew  up  in  the  farther  gardens.  The  exertions 
of  the  workmen  and  artillery  were  wonderful.  The 
batteries  were  soon  in  a  state  for  the  fire-faggots  to 
operate  ;  and  the  flames  spread  with  astonishing  rapidi- 
tv  into  every  part.  The  cdumn  of  fire  and  smoke 
which  rolled  from  the  works,  beautifully  illuminated 
the  troops  and  neighbouring  objects,  forming  altogether 
a  coup  it  ml  not  possible  to  be  described. 

In  an  hour  the  object  of  the  Sortie  was  fully  effected  ; 
and  trains  being  laid  to  the  magazines.  Brigadier  Ross 
ordered  the  advanced  corps  to  withdraw,  and  the  sus- 
taining regiments  to  cover  their  retreat :  but  by  some 
over.sight,  the  barrier  at  Forbes's  was  locked,  after  the 
flank  companies  had  returned  ;  which  might  have  prov- 
ed of  serious  consequences  to  Hardenberg's  regiment, 
as  they  were,  from  that  circumstance,  under  the  neces- 
sity  of  following  the  12th  regiment  through  Bay-side.* 

Several  small  quantities  of  powder  took  fire  whilst 
the  detachment  was  on  its  retreat ;  and  just  as  the  rear 
had  got  within  the  Garrison,  the  principal  magazine 
blew  up  with  a  tremendous  explosion  ;  throwing  up  vast 
pieces  of  timber,  which,  falling  into  the  flames,  added 
to  the  general  conflagration.  Although  the  enemy 
must  have  been  early  alarmed,  not  the  smallest  effort 

*  It  was  not  a  little  singidar,  that  these  two  regiments, 
which,  at  the  memorable  battle  of  Minden,  had  fought  by 
each  other's  side,  and,  according  to  the  natural  course  of 
events,  could  never  expect  to  meet  again,  should  be  em- 
ployed a  second  time  on  the  same  occasion,  and  be  the  only 
entire  regiments  out. 
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was  made  to  save  or  avenge  their  works.  The  fugi- 
fives  seemed  to  communicate  a  panic  to  the  whole  ;  and 
instead  of  annoying  our  troops  from  the  flankmg  forts, 
their  artillery  directed  a  ridiculous  fire  towards  the 
Town  and  our  upper  batteries,  whence  we  contmued  a 
warm  and  well-served  discharge  of  round  shot  on  their 
forts  and  barrier.  Only  two  officers  and  sixteen  pn- 
vates  were  taken  prisoners  ;  and  little  opposition  being 
made  verv  few  were  killed  in  the  works.  The  guard, 
from  \he  best  information,  consisted  of  one  captam. 
three  subalterns,  and  seventy-four  privates,  meludmg 

the  artillery. 

Thus  was  this  important  attack  executed  beyond  the 

most  samjuine  expectations  of  every  one.     The^  event 

challenges  greater  admiration,  when  we  reflect  that  the 

batteries  wer<>  distant  near  three  quarters  of  a  mile 

from  the   Garrison,  and   only  within    a  few  hundred 

vards  of  a  besieging  enemy's  lines,  mounting  one  hun- 

Ilred  and  thirtv-five  pieces  of  heavy  artillery.     The  de- 

tachmeiit  had  four  privates  killed  ;   Lieut.  Twee.he,  or 

the  l->th  regiment,  with  twenty-four  noii-commissumed 

■ind   privates,    wounded :  and   one  missing,  supposed 

'to  be  left  wounded  on  the  batteries.      Of  this  number, 

llardenbergs   regiment    bad  two   killed,    nnd^  twelve 

wounded.     The  ordnance  spiked  in  the  enemy  s  works 

amounted  to  ten  thirteen-inch  mortar<,  and  ei-bt..>n 

twentv-six  pounders.  , ,       . 

General  Eliott's  anxict v  on  the  oc^casion  would  not 
permit  him  to  wait  the  issue  within  the  Garrison  ;  but 
acquainting  the  Lieutenant  Governor  with  h:s  mten- 
tion,  he  accompanied  the  Sortie,  nnd  expressed  the 
h-hest  approbation  of  their  behaviour  by  the  following 
public  orders:  that  "  the  bravery  and  conduct  of  the 
-  whole  detachment,  oil^.cers,  sailors,  and  soldiers,  en 


"  \]h'  glorious  occasion,  surpassed  his  utmost  acknow- 

''  ledtrment-;." 

Althouirh  the  attack  was  not  totally  exempted  from 
those  Uttie  (lerangements  which  naturally  attend  night 
expeditions  of  this  nature,  yet,  to  the  honour  of  the 
whole,  neither  musket,  working  tool,  or  other  imple- 
ment   was  left  behind  :  a  volunteer  indeed  of  the   tM 
re-imeiit  lost  his  kelt  in  the  attack,  which  the  Gover- 
n-.r  being  acquainted  with,  promised  him  a  substitute 
in  return  ;  and  not  long  afterwards  presented  him  with 
a   commission   in   an   established   corps.      W  hen   our 
troops  entered  the  batteries,  the  written  report  of  the 
commanding  officer  was  found  in  one  of  the  sphnter- 
proofs,  which,  when  the  gtiard  was  relieved,  was  in- 
tended  to  have  been  sent   to  the   Spanish   General. 
The  report    expressed,   that  -  nothing  extraordinary 
-  had  happened  ;"  wliioh,  it  must  be  acknowledged, 
the  captain  had  been  a  little  premature  in  writing. 

Bef<.re  the  detachment  returned  from  the  Neutral 
ground,  Lieut.  Col.  Tovey,  of  the  artillery,  died.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Major  Lewis  in  the  command  of  that 

drivirtment.  *  i     -.u 

The  night  of  the  27th,  the  enemy  were  alarmed  with 
an  explosion  in  the  ruins  of  their  batteries  ;  and  im- 
niediatelv  .lireeted  a  smart  discharge  of  musketry,  with 
round  and  gi-ape  shot,  towards  the  spot.      We  imagined 
thev   suspecte<l  that  we  had  made  a  second  sally    to 
fini'sh  the  destruction   of  what   remained;    and  their 
error  probably  would  have  continued  some  time,  had 
thev    not   been  undeceived   by  our  throwing  a  shell 
amongst  the  ruins  :  after  which  they  instantly  ceased 
l^V  the  number  of  lights  seen  in  their  camp,  we  had 
reason  to  conclude  that  their  army  had  assembled  on 
the  alarm.     The  enemy  had  not  yet  thought  proper  to 
lake  nny  measures  towards  extinguishing  the  flames, 

o 
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1)ut  avenged  themselves  by  a  brisk  cannonade  upon  the 
town.  In  their  camp  several  men  w-re  executed, 
who  probably  mi?ht  be  some  of  the  unfortunate  actors 
in  the  late  disgrace.  The  30tb,  their  batteries  con- 
tinued burning  in  five  different  places :  when  they 
ceased  to  smoke,  the  works  seemed  completely  destroyed 
nothin"-  but  heaps  of  sand  remaining.  Five  dismounted 
mortars  could  be  seen  in  the  St.  Carlos's  battery  from 
the  summit  of  the  rock  ;  one  gun  also  in  St.  Paschal's, 
and  three  in  the  St.  Martin's.  At  night  we  fired  se- 
veral rounds  of  grape  at  their  horse- pptrols,  which, 
since  their  late  misfortune,  appeared  more  numerous 
than  before. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


The  Spaniards  determine  to  restore  their  batteries. — Es- 
tablish   several    defensive    posts. — Repair    their  works  ; 
but  are  considerably  retarded  by  the  Garrison. — Descrip- 
tion of  a  new  invented  depressing  gun-carriage. — Gal- 
lant behaviour  of  the  Mercury  ordnance-ship. — The  Ver- 
non store-ship  arrives  with  several  gun-boats,  in  frames, 
also  the  Cerberus  and  Apollo  frigates,   with  a  reinforce- 
ment  of  men. — Singular   quality  of  quick  sij^ht  in  two 
boys   belonging  to  the  Garrison — Spaniards  resolve  to 
make  a  vigorous  attack  upon  Gibraltar,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Duke  de  Crillon — Begin  to  convert  large 
vessels  into  Battering-ships  at  Algeziras. — A  party  of 
Corsicans  arrive,    and  offer  to  act  as  volunteers  in  the 
Garrison  during  the  Siege.— Enemy's  army  reinforced — 

Unfortunate  accident  in  a  magazine  at  Willis's \  strong 

reinforcement  of  French  troops  joins  the  enemy's  army. 
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—The  Duke  de  Crillon  assumes  the  command  of  the 
Combined  Forces  ;  and  the  Besiegers  batteries  for  some 
time  are  silent. 

The  Spaniards,  for  several  days,  appeared  totally  at 
a  loss  how  to  act  after  their  recent  disgrace.  Their 
batteries  continued  in  flames  ;  nor  were  any  attempts 
made  to  extinguish  the  fire.  In  the  beginning  of  De- 
cember, however,  they  seemed  as  if  suddenly  roused 
from  their  reverie ;  upwards  of  a  thousand  men  were 
at  work,  making  fiiscines,  &c.  for  which  purpose  large 
quantities  of  brushwood  were  collected  from  the  coun- 
trv.  From  these  operations  we  concluded  that  they 
were  resolved  to  restore  their  works,  when  sufficient 
materials  were  prepared. 

The  1st  of  December,  a  flag  of  truce  brought  let- 
ters from  the  English  prisoners  lately  captured  in  the 
cutters  bound  to  the  Garrison.     Not  a  syllable  was 
mentioned,  by  the  Spanish  officer,  of  the  late  transac- 
tion ;  nor  did  he  even  inquire  whether  we  had  taken 
any  prisoners.      As  we  had  observed  the  enemy  to  post 
strong  guards  in  the  stone  guard-houses  on  the  neutral 
ground,  particularly  in  the  centre  one,  the  Governor 
ordered  the  artillery  to  endeavour  to  dislodge  them. 
Answers  were   returned,   on   the   2d,   to  the   letters 
brought   the   preceding  day  :    letters   also   were  sent 
from  the  prisoners  taken  in  the  sortie,  to  their  friends 
in  camp.     The  Spanish  officer,  on  receiving  the  let- 
ters, appeared  much  surprised,  put  them  in  his  pocket, 
but '  was   silent  ;  and  the  boats  parted.      One   of  the 
officers  taken  prisoner,  was  the  Baron  Von  Helmstadt, 
an  Ensign  in  the  Walloon  guards,  with  the  rank  of 
Captain  :  the  other  was  Don  Vincente  Freese,  a  Lieu- 
tejiant  of  artillery.       The    Baron    was    dangerously 
wounded  in  the  knee,  and  not  without  many  intreaties 
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5nl,t.utte.l  to  amput.ntion.      When  the  .surgeons  first  in- 
formed  him  that  this  operation  was  absolutely  unrivoi.I.v- 
hie     he   resolutely  opposed  it:  amputation,   he   said, 
verv  seldom  sueceedeil  in  Spain  ;  besides,  he  was  then 
betrothed  in  marria-e  to  a  lady,  and  would  rather  risk 
hi«;  life  than  present  him.^elf  before  her  with  only  one 
leff      The    Governor   bein-   told   this  determination, 
in^mediately  visited  the  Baron,  and  "^od  every  ar^i- 
iTient  to  persua.le  him  to  eomply.     ll.s   Mistress,  tho 
General  sai.l,  must  undoubtedly  esteem  him  the  more 
for  the  honourable  wound  whieh  be  had  received  m 
the  service  of  his  country  ;  and,   as  to  the  operation 
beinff  fatal,  he  might  almost  assure  himself  of  a  certain 
recovery,  since,  in  the  many  similar  eases  which  bad 
occurred  in  the  Garrison  durin-  the  siege,  our  sur- 
eeons  bad  been  generally  successful ;  and  to  convince 
him  by   ocular  proof,  ordered  several  mutilated  con- 
vulc4nts   into   the  room.      This  generous  attention 
of  the  Governor  had  a  powerful  eilc  ct  on  the  Baron 
who  no  longer  able  to  resist  his  importunities,  at  length 
consented  to  the  operation.     The  enemy,  on  the  night 
of  the  3d,  repaired  the  damage  .lone  to  the  third  branch 
of  approach  ;  and  did  some  trifling  work  at  the  fourth 
branch.     The  next  day,  a  flag  of  truce  from  the  ene- 
my brought  letters  of  thanks  from  the  Spanish  Gene- 
ril    Don  Martin  Alvarez,  and  the  Walloon  guards,  to 
the'  Governor,  for  the  humanity  shewn  to  the  prisoners 
taken  in  the  batteries.     In  the  boat  came  some  poultry 
for  the  wounded  Baron  ;  also  clothes  and  money  for 
the  officers.      Their  guards  in  the  lines  now  appeared 
to  be  about  eight  hundred  infantry,  with  a  hundred  ar- 
tillerv  ;  besides  sixty  or  seventy  cavalry  for  patroles. 
The  Governor,  on  the  5th,  ordered  that  -  no  officer 
"  of  the  line,  commanding  at  a  post,  should  interfere 
*'  in  the  mode  of  loading,  pointing,  or  firing  the  can- 
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**  non.  If  at  any  time  be  judged  it  necessary  to  fire 
''  upon  the  enemy,  he  was  to  point  out  the  object  to  the 
''  artillery,  an<l  submit  it  to  their  oj.inion,  whether  it 
'*  was  practicable  or  not."  The  morning  of  the  7th, 
a  cutter  appeared  from  the  west,  and,  after  an  obsti- 
nate action  with  the  enemy's  gun-boats,  was  obliged 
to  strike.  In  this  engagement  we  observed  that  the 
enemy  had  made  some  alterations  in  the  construction 
of  their  boats,  whieh  before  would  not  allow  the  guns 
to  be  depressed. 

Notwithstanding  our  fire,  the  enemy  seemed  deter- 
mined to  establi>h  themselves  at  the  Centre  stone  guard 
house,  n.und  whieh,  on  the  night  of  the  7th,  they  made 
a  trench,  and  also  lined  with  fascines  part  of  the  fourth 
branch  of  approach.      Our  firing  continued  to  vary,  as 
their  operations  were  more  or  less  noticed  :  in  the  day 
we  directed  it  principally  to  parties  observed  near  the 
Tower,    and   at   night  'to   the    Centre   guard-hou^^e  ; 
against  which  they  had  heaped  up  sand,  and  continued 
every  evening  to  make  other  additions — The  Garrison 
at  this  period  was  so  extreme  sickly,  that  a  hundred 
men  were  curtailed  from  the  working  parties  ;  and  the 
officers  servants,  with  others  who  usually  were  exempt- 
ed from  these  duties,  ordertMl  to  assist,  ti>  lessen  the 
fatigue  of  their  comrades.      Near  seven  hundred  were 
at  this'tinie  on  our  ho-pital  li^ts — The  Unicorn  cutter 
nailed,  in  the  night  of  the   12th,   with  dispatches  for 
England  ;  and  the  following  evening,  the  Phcenix,  with 

duplicates. 

The  operations  of  the  enemy  seemed  now  entirely 
defensive.  The  Western  stone  guard-house  on  the 
beach,  was  unroofed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  C.-ntre 
guard-house,  and  strengthened  with  sand  ;  with  a  trench 
dug  round  at  some  distance  in  the  front.  We  iina- 
giiied  that  strong  guards  were  stationed  every  night 
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at  these  posts,  to  protect  their  remaining  works.  The 
evening  of  the  16th,  about  ten  o'clock,  one  of  the  ene- 
my's advanced  sentries,  near  Bay-side,  fired  his  mus- 
ket ;  which  was  taken  up  by  others  in  the  gardens,  and 
the  alarm  spread  to  the  Lines,  and  thence  to  the  camp. 
Lights  were  immediately  observed  moving  about,  and 
the  drums  beat  to  arms.  After  some  hours  confusion 
they  were  calm  and  quiet.  Their  works,  particularly 
the  St.  Paschal's  battery,  continued  to  smoke  in  seve- 
ral places,  on  the  18th.  No  ordnance  could  now  be 
seen  in  any  of  the  batteries  :  their  fire  was  rather 
smart,  but  no  particuhu*  object  seemed  to  engage  their 
notice. 

Brigadiers  Koss  and  Green  were  appointed,  in  the 
orders  of  the  '20th,  to  be  Major-Generals  in  the  army ; 
and  the  next  evening  General  Ross  sailed  in  a  boat  for 
Faro,  on  his  return  to  England.  General  Green  some 
time  afterwards  received  a  letter  of  service,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Holloway,  his  Brigade  Major,  was  appointed  his 
Aide-de-camp.  The  same  day  a  flag  of  truce  brought 
over  several  letters,  with  money  and  clothes  for  the 
prisoners.  At  night  the  enemy  extended  the  fourth 
branch,  in  the  same  direction,  towards  the  Western 
stone  guard-house  ;  and  several  pickets  were  driven, 
and  ftiscines  laid  in  the  ruins  of  the  batteries,  in  order 
to  retain  the  sand,  and  prevent  it  being  washed  down 
by  the  rains.  The  night  of  the  23d  they  raised  an 
epaulement  on  the  top  of  the  Centre  guard-house,  and 
finished  the  first  line  of  the  new  approach  from  the 
fourth  branch. 

Two  soldiers  of  Hardenberg  s,  and  the  72d  regiment, 
on  the  25th,  attempted  to  desert  by  a  rope  from  Mount 
Misery  :  the  former  got  down,  though  the  rope  broke  ; 
which  accident  was  the  cause  of  the  latter  being  re- 
taken.    A  few  days  after,  a  serjcant  of  the  artificers 
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WW  ordered  to  reconnoitre  the  place  whtre  this  desert- 
er descended  ;  and  he  got  down  far  enou<rh  to  discover 
the  unfortunate  man  dashed  to  pieces  at  the  foot  of  the 
precipice.     The  night  of  the  2Tth ,  the  enemy  made  se- 
veral addition>  to  the  Centre  guard-house.    The  Baron 
Von  Helmstadt  being  dangerously  ill  about  this  period 
Cnot  in  consequence  of  the  operation  ho  had  undergone, 
but  from  some  inward  malady),  flags  of  truce  were  daily 
passing  and  repassing,  to  inform  his  friends  of  his  dan- 
gerous situation.     The  28th,  the  Baron  died,   and  the 
following  day  his  body  was  carried  to  the  New  mole, 
accompanied  by  the  grenadiers  of  the   12th  regiment, 
with  the  usual  honours  of  war,  where  two  barges  wait- 
ed to  convey  it  to  the  enemy's  camp.     The  Governor, 
and  principal  officers  in  the  Garrison,   with   Don  \  m- 
cente  attended  the  ceremony.     The  fowls  and  other 
refreshments  sent  by  his  friends,   with  the  money  not 
used  by  the  Baron  in  his  sickness,  were  also  returned, 
to  the  most  minute  article. 

The  enemv,  on  the  ni^ht  of  the  30th,  addc  d  to  the 
trench  in  front  of  the   Centre  guard-house,  which,  a 
few  evenings  before,  they  had  altered  from  its  origma 
form      Our  engineers  the  same  night  erected  a  blind 
of  canvas,  &c.    in   front  of  Princess    Anne's  battery 
(Willis's),  which  the  engineers  afterwards  caissoned, 
when  theiV  fire  became  less  warm  on  this  new  object. 
Another  was  afterwards  placed  before  the  Princess 
Amelia's,  for  the  same  purpose.     The  materials  with 
which  the  works  at  the  northward  were  now  repaired, 
uore  collected  from  the  coal-sliips  that  had  been  run 
a'^hore  in  the  New  mole  after  Admiral  Darby  s  depar- 
ture.     The  sides,  of  these  vessels  were  cut  up,  under 
the  direction  of  the  engineers,  into  large  soli<l  pieces, 
of  such  form  and  dimension  a-^  the  purpose  dictated  to 
which  they  were  to  be  applied.     Of  these  materials  the 
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batteries  at  Willis's  were  at  this  time  formetl  ;  the  an- 
jirles  being  connected  an<l  secured  by  strong  knees  and 
bolts,  having  traverse  pieces  within,  which  were  also 
kneed.  When  the  caissons  for  the  merlons  were  thus 
framed,  they  were  filled  in  the  front  with  layers  of  junk 
and  sand-bags  behind  :  the  height  of  the  merlons  was  be- 
tween ten  and  eleven  feet ;  and  the  upper  parts  were  sup- 
ported by  strong  beams  across  the  embrasures,  forming 
hoods  (as  the  engineers  called  them)  over  the  muzzles 
of  the  cannon  :  these  hoods  were  three  feet  deep,  and 
extended  about  six  f»'et  in  length  over  the  embrasures  ; 
by  which  improvements  tlic  guns  were  preserved  from 
being  broken  by  the  shells  in  their  descent,  an<l  the  ar- 
tillery-men on  duty  were  well  covered.  The  solid  c<»n- 
struction  of  these  new  works,  and  the  adf>pti«)n  of  a 
similar  mode  in  repairing  the  other  di-fences  of  the 
Garrison,  will  account,  in  a  great  mcasurr,  for  the 
general  casualties  of  the  troops  not  being  so  nu- 
merous as  might  otherwise  be  expected  ;  and,  to  evince 
the  permanence  of  them,  no  other  proof,  I  imagine, 
need  be  adduced,  than  that  upwards  of  one  hundred 
shot-holes  have  been  plugged  up  in  the  front  of  one 
merlon,  and  yet  the  battery  was  not  materially  da- 
maged.* 

*  When  the  ciK'my's  proccodinj^s  afterwards  rendert-d 
some  alterations  neeesiary  in  tlie  works  at  Willis's,  the  ship- 
timber  was  found  very  useful  in  further  securing  the  upjier 
batteries,  and  in  protecting  our  artillery.  The  height  of 
the  parapets  permitted  the  engineers  to  erect  splinter  proofs 
between  the  guns,  of  eurved  piece*  of  timber  cut  from  the 
bottom  of  a  ship,  which  were  placed  against  the  breasts  of 
tlie  merlons,  and  made  honih-proof  by  layers  of  sand-bags, 
whicli  also  formed  a  traverse  across  the  battery.  By  these 
additions  the  communications  between  the  ordnance  were 
roveied,  and  the  battcnen  well  traversed  Against  the  ene- 
m\*s  eastern  enfilade  fire 
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Two  ordnance-ships  arrived  in  the  course  of  Decem- 
ber. As  we  are  now  arrived  at  the  close  of  the  year 
it  may  not  be  impertinent  to  insert  a  retium  of  casuals, 
from  the  12t]i  of  April  to  the  aist  of  December,  1781, 
that  the  reader  may  have  an  idea  of  oiu'  general  loss  in 
that  period. 


Offi- 

Scr. 

Drum- 

Hank 

cers. 

jcriiita. 

mers. 

and  !■  ile. 

TotaL 

Killed  and  dead  of  wounds,    3 

Ill 

1 

loa 

122 

Disabk^i,           -           -           2 

7 

1 

3G 

A(\ 

Wounded,        -           -           13 

22 

C 

359 

4(»0 

The  New  Year's  day  of  1782  was  remarkable  for  an 
action  of  gallantry  which  is  worthy  of  being  rescued 
from  oblivion.  An  officer  of  artillery  at  Willis's,  ob- 
serving a  shell  falling  towards  the  jdace  where  he  stood, 
got  beliind  a  traverse,  for  protection  :  which  he  had 
scarcely  done,  ere  it  fell  into  the  traverse,  and  instantly 
entangled  him  in  the  rubbish  :  one  of  the  guard,  named 
Martin,  observing  his  distress,  generously  risked  his 
own  life  in  defence  of  his  officer,  and  ran  to  extricate 
him  ;  but  finding  his  own  efforts  ineffectual,  called  for 
assistance ;  when  another  of  the  guard  joining  him, 
thev  relieved  the  officer  from  his  situation  ;  and  almost 
at  the  same  instant  the  shell  bur.4,  and  levelled  the  tra- 
verse to  the  ground.  Martin  was  afterwards  promoted 
and  rewar<led  by  the  Governor,  who  at  the  same  time 
told  him  ''  he  should  equally  have  noticed  him  for  re- 
lieving his  comrade."  Several  similar  instances  of  he- 
roism occurred  during  the  siege,  all  of  which  were 
cjually  honourable  to  the  Garri.>on. 

The  enemy  persevered  in  carrying  on  their  works  : 
the  Centre  guard-house  now  began  to  as.siune  a  regular 
figure.  The  «litch  formed  three  sides  of  an  hexagon, 
extending  to  the  rear  in  obtuse  angles  with  the  front  : 
an<l  tile  fascine-j'arapet,  joining  the  building,  was  length- 
ened each  way.  Material-  continued  to  be  daily  brouglit 
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down  to  the  lines,  and  advanced  works.  Tlieir  work- 
men were  however  considerably  annoyed,  in  repairing 
the  fourth  and  fifth  branches  of  the  approach,  from  the 
Old-mole  head  and  Montague's  bastion.  The  ship  St. 
Philip's  Castle,  in  Government  service,  arrived  on  the 
4th  from  Mahon,  w ith  dispatches  from  General  Mur- 
ray ;  on  board  hor  came  several  prisoners  taken  by  that 
General  in  a  sally  made  from  Fort  St.  Philip's.  The 
enemy  endeavoured  to  cut  her  off  from  the  Bay,  but 
could  not  accomplish  it.  She  returned  to  Minorca  on 
the  10th.  Since  their  army  had  landed  at  Minorca, 
the  enemy's  attention  to  the  eastward  was  visibly  abat- 
ed ;  nor  did  they  make  so  many  si^mals  from  the  tower 
on  the  Queen  of  Spain's  Chair,  as  had  been  their  custom 
formerly.  The  subsequent  evenincr  our  prames  made 
the  signal  for  the  approach  of  the  gun-boats  :  an  east- 
erly wind  however  springing  up,  they  threw  up  their 
rockets,  and  retired.  We  could  not  otherwise  account 
for  their  not  firing  in  an  easterly  wind,  than  by  imagin- 
ing they  were  apprehensive  of  some  accident  in  their 
magazines,  which,  being  in  the  stern  of  the  boat,  might 
run  some  danger  of  being  blown  up  l)y  the  sparks  from 
the  discharge  of  their  ordnance.  The  night  of  the  7th, 
besides  making  additions  to  the  Centre  guard-house, 
the  enemy  debouched  from  the  fifth  branch,  and  dug  a 
trench  about  fifteen  or  twenty  yards  towards  the  east. 
A  Court  of  Enquiry,  on  the  8th,  sat  on  Antonio  Juan- 
ico,  the  spy  who  was  discovered  in  the  Fju-o  boat :  and 
some  time  afterwards  he  was  ordered  to  prepare  for 
execution.  The  Governor  however  at  last  pardoned 
him. 

The  enemy,  about  this  time,  removed  several  guns 
from  the  camp  to  the  lines,  taking  others  back.  Most 
of  their  cannon  (we  had  reason  to  imagine  for  some 
time  past)  had  been  greatly  damaged  by  the  firing ;   as 
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the  shot,  at  periods,  were  observed  not  to  fly  ^.^th  the 
ame  velocity  as  at  first.     The  last  deserter  sa,d  they 
Z  spoiled  hree  sets  of  guns  from  the  cormnencemen 
of  the  bombardment.     In  the  mght  of  the  9th,  they 
raised  the  epaulenu  nt  joining  the  Centre  guard-h^^^^^^^^ 
and  opened  four  embrasures,  two  on  each  side  of  the 
^Z,.     They  were  all  masked  with  ^-es   ^ 
appeared  solely  for  defence.     'I  ho  mght  of  the   12th, 
h'e  enemy  formed  a  trench  from  the  ^f-;-^^^ 
fifth  branch,  to  the  front  of  the  rmns  of  the  b.  Cailo   s 
battery,  towards  the  western  beach  :  part  of  it  was  lined 
w.th  fii^cines.      They  also  raised  a  place  .Fannes  on  tl^ 
east  flank  of  the  St.   Carlos's  battery,  .lonnng  the  fifth 
branch.     At  night  sailed  the  Henry  and  Mei^ury  ord 
n-mce-'^hips  to  the  westward.     Don   \incente   Ireese 
;:rt  palsUer  in  the  former  for   England,  ^nth  the 
prisoners  taken  in  our  sortie,  and  those  sent  by  General 
Murrav.      About  the  Uth  or   15th    the  ^"emy  /W 
anothe'r  plaee  ^Pannes  on  the  west  flank  of  the  St.  Car- 
Ws  bat(erv,  and  joining  the  ruins  of  the  St    Paschal  s 
batterv  ;  ami  the  subse^pient  evening  strengthened  and 
eapped  it  with  fa.cine<.      In  the  night,  signals  were 
made  in  the  Gut,  and  at  .lay-break  two  cutters  appeared 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Bay  ;  but  the  wind  blowing  some- 
what  northerly,  and  dying  away,  they  were  driven  to 
leew  ard  bv  the  current :  a  frigate  and  eleven  gun-boats 
from  Al-eziras  immediately  gave  chace,  and  soon  after 
thev  were  joined  by  a  frigate  and  xebeque  from  Ceuta 
The  cutters  lindinir  it  impossible  to  make  the  Bay,  and 
observing  the  force  of  their  pursuers,  prudently  crowd- 
ed sail  to  the  eastward.     In  the  afternoon  some  oi  the 
gun-boats  got  within  range,  and  a  few  rounds  were  ex- 
ch-uv-ed;  but  the  wind  ft  eshening  towards  sun-set,  the 
cntt(Ts  evi.lentlv  left  the  enemy  considerably   astern. 
When  night  prevented  us  from  continuing  our  obser- 
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vations,  tliey  had  'ndeed  pcained  such  a  distance,   that 
we  di<l  not  in  the  least  douht  hut  they  would  escape. 

The  enemy  had  made,  for  several  preceding  evonint''?, 
eonsidHfahlo  additions  to  the  Centre  retloubt  ;  and   on 
the  niy lit  of  the   17th,  they  raised  a  work  embracing 
each  extremity  of  the  fascine-ditch  which   was  in  the 
front  of  it :  this  post  now  appeared  finished.     They 
likewise  raised  and  threw    sand   in   front   of  the  place 
(T amies,  aiid  hrou^'lit  vast  <junntities  of  different  ma. 
terials  to  tlu-ir  advanced  works.      Their  firing  was  not 
at  this  period  reni.;rkahle  :  hut,  as  they  directed  their 
ordnance  principally  amonj^  <»ur  working  parties  on  the 
hill,  we  experienced  a  few  ca-^unN.      Our  batteries  in 
return  were  well  served  :  and   the  fire  pointed  to  all 
quarters.      In  the  moi-ning  of  the  I8th,  just  after  gun- 
firing,  signals  were  made  from  the  enemy's  advanced 
works,  which  were  repeate<l  to  their  camp.     The  bat- 
teries at  the  same  time  kej>t  up  a  brisk  fir<'.  all  in  a  low 
direction.      This  gave  us  reason  to  think  they  were  ap- 
prehensive f»f  another  sortie  :  and  the  followirjg  morn- 
ing the  four  embrasures  in  the   Centre  redoubt   were 
unmasked,  and  animatefl  with   four  howitzers  ;  and   a 
considerable  number  of  troops  left  the  lines  soon    af>er 
dav-break :  all  which  circumstances  served  to  counte- 
nance  our  conjecture.      In   the  evening  of  the  20tli, 
the  artillery  at  Willis's  discovered  a  party  of  the  enemv 
erecting  a   line    of  communication    from    the    fourth 
}»ranch  to  the  Centre  redoubt.     The   OKbmole  head 
and  Montague's  were  immeiliately  ojiened  on  them,   in 
addition  to  the  upper  batteries  :  and  we  plied  them  so 
briskly,  that  the  \m.v\y  was  o1)liu:ed  to  retire  about  mid- 
night, leaving  the  work,  as  tho  morning  evince<l.   in 
great  confusion.      The  subsequent  night,  notwithstand- 
ing our  fire,  they  raised  and  strengthened  the  new  com- 
munication.     In  this  duty  they  were  well  covered  by  a 


bri>k  fire  from  tlie  lines  ;  and  which,  fr(;m  the  repeated 
vi.llies  discharged,  atforded  room  to  think  tliat  their 
workmen  had  suffered  materially  the  night  i»etV)re. 

'I'he  night  of  the  -i-M,  they  repaired  the  p.irripet  of 
the  St.  Carlos's  battery  nine  fascines  in  heigjit,  and  be- 
gan to  rebuild  the  magazine  in  the  rear.  Great  quan- 
tities of  fascines,  &e.  were  in  and  about  the  battery. 
The  succeeding  afternoon,  about  four  o'clock,  the 
Governor  opened  the  lower  batteries  on  this  work,  and 
our  fire  was  exceedingly  well  served  for  some  hours. 
The  carcasses  several  times  set  fire  to  the  tascincs,  but 
tiie  enemy  as  frequently  extinguished  it.  At  first  their 
batteries  returned  our  fire  sparingly  ;  but  receiving  a 
reinforcement  of  artilkry-meu  from  the  caujp,  the  can- 
nonade became  warm  on  both  sides.  ()i:r  lower  l)at. 
t cries  ceased  in  the  evening.  The  next  dav  the  Gover- 
nor  renewed  his  endeavours  to  burn  these  works.  The 
carcasses  were  equally  successful  ;is  the  ijreceding  dav, 
but  their  guards  and  w(,rkmen  soon  exlinguislied  the 
fire.  The  Spanish  lines  returned  the  cannonade  with 
great  vivacity,  having  in  the  twenty-four  hours  dis- 
eharged  one  thousand  and  f(M-ty-fivc  shot,  and  ei'Hitv- 
three  shells  :  our  batteries  diminished  their  fire  about 
four  in  the  afternoon.  'Ihe  carcasses  used  by  the  ar- 
tillery on  this  occasion  were  made  of  the  enemy's  blind 
>!iells,  in  which  were  perforated  three  large  holes,  and 
the  cavity  filletl  with  conqiosition.  They  were  found 
to  answer  extremely  w  ell ;  some  of  them  burning  fresn 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  the  enemy  had  smothered 
them  with  sand,  whieh  wa^  the  mode  they  adopted  to 
put  them  out. 

We  observed,  on  the  27th,  four  large  piles  of  fascines 
at  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  parallel.  We  were  not 
.It  all  at  a  loss  to  guess  their  meaning  in  placing'-  these 
lan-ines  to  the  eastward  ;  a- it  W{L5   evident,   that   th'v 
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wished  to  draw  off  our  attention  as  much  as  possible 
from  the   St.   Carlos's  battery.     The  mixivrxxyre  did 
not  however  answe'-.     The  following  evcninL',  about 
ten  o'clock,  arrived  the  two  cutters  which  had  been 
pursued  by  the  enemy's  cruisers  to  the  eastwar.l ;  the 
largest  of  them,  called  the  Viper,  was  of  four  hundred 
and  sixty  tons  burthen,  mounted  twenty-eight  guns,  and 
was  esteemed  the  largc^st  vessel  of  her  kind  ever  built : 
the  other  was  the  Lively,  of  fourteen  gims  ;  both  laden 
uith    ordnance-stores.     They    informed   us   that   the 
evening  of  the  day  they  were  chased  through  to  the 
cast,  several  of  the  gmi-])oats  got  up  and  engaged  them, 
but  were  soon  beaten  off:  at  length  the  wind  freshen- 
ing  the  boats  were  left  astern.     The  breeze,  they  said, 
increased  to  a  brisk  gale,  which,  as  the  gun-boats  were 
some  leagues  from  land,  n>ight  greatly  distress  them. 
This  conjecture  appeared  confirmed,  by  none  of  them 
being  observed  to  have  returned  to  the   Bay.     The 
nicrht  of  the  iSth,  the  enemy  took  down  half  of  the  old 
tower,  or  windmill,  which  they  probably  thought  was 
too  conspicuous  an  object  of  direction  for  our  artillery 
in  the  night :  they  added  also  considerably  to  the   St. 
Carlos's  battery,   and  made  some  alterations  in  the 
Centre  redoubt',  which  they  palisaded  in  the  rear,  and 
within  it  hung  a  barrier-gate.      The  same  night,  arriv- 
ed  the  Dartmouth   Tartar  cutter  with  stores.     The 
night  of  the  30th,  our  opponents  were  observed  very 
busy  to  the  eastward  of  the  Centre  redoubt.      We  in- 
stantly opened  upon  them,   and  drove  them  from  the 
place.     At  day-break  we  found  they  had   traced  out  a 
work  of  five  sides,  with  a  large  opening  in  the  rear,  and 
erected  before  it  a  screen  similar  to  ours  at    Willis's, 
but  so  injudiciously  placed,  that  the  workmen  behind 
were  not  at  all  concealed  from   our   upper  battenes. 
This  work  was  never  carried  on  ;  and  the  screen  some 


time  afterwards  was  knocked  down,  and  removed.  Our 
engineers,  of  whom  little  has  been  mentioned,  for  some 
time  were  indefatigable  in  repairing  the  splinter  proofs, 
magazines,  traverses,  and  communications,  along  the 
north  front,  which  w  ere  damaged  by  the  enemy's  fire : 
the  King's,  Queen's,  and  Prince's  lines,  had  likewise  a 
shaie  in  their  attention.  Parties  were  also  engaged  in 
securing  and  repairing  the  skeleton  traverses,  formed 
of  timber  and  sand-bags  in  front  of  the  doors,  windows, 
&c.  of  the  powder-magazines  near  the  New  mole  ;  and 
deposits  of  fascines,  sand,  and  other  materials,  were 
collected  in  dift'erent  parts  of  the  Garrison. 

In  the  beginning  of  February,  great   numbers  of 
mules  continued  bringing  fascines,  &c.  to  the  enemy's 
lines  ;  and  by  the  number  of  gabions  missing  from  their 
fascine-park,  it  was  thought  they  had  concealed  them 
in  different  parts  of  the  approaches  for  new   works. 
The  St.  Carlos's  battery  appeared  nearly  completed  : 
it  consisted  of  an  epaulement  with  two  shoulders  ;   five 
dodging  traverses  were  erected  in  the  rear,  and  behind 
them  two  larger  ones  for  magazines  :  the  latter,  how- 
ever, were  not  of  the  same  form  as  those  erected  before. 
A  gate  was  also  hung  at  the  opening  of  the  fifth  branch, 
and  the  places  it  amies,,  on  each  flank  of  the  battery, 
seemed  finished.     Part  of  the  parallel  joining  the  fifth 
branch,  in  extent  about  forty  yards,  was  likewise  lined 
with  fa-scines,  and  repaired.      In  this  state  were   their 
works  near  the  tower,  when,  on  the  night  of  the   2d, 
they  restored  the  western  part  of  the  St.   Martin's  bat- 
tery, making  only  five  embrasures   to  open  upon  the 
Town  and  Wat(.'rport.     Our  firing  was  pretty  smart  at 
this  period  :  but  their  artillery  did  not   exceed  a  hun- 
dred, or  a  hundretl  and  fifty  rounds  in  the  twenty-four 
hours. 

In  this  tedious  and  uninteresting  manner  affairs  pro- 
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coeaed  ;  every  night  the  besiegers  making  some  tnflmg 
addition  to  their  advanced  works.     The  afti moon  of 
thp  7th  one  of  their  shells  sot  fire  to  a  magazmc-box 
on  the  Queen's  battery  (Willis's;,  in  which  were  a  few 
leaded  small  shells  and  cartridges.   These  instantly  b  ew 
un  and  fired  an  adjoining  gun,  but  did  not  the  smallest 
iuUiry  to  the  officers,  or  any  of  the  giiar<l,  though  the 
f.n-mer  were  close  to  it  when  the  accident  happened. 
On  hearing  the  explosion,  the  enemy  immediately  in- 
creased their  fire,  and   continued  it  the  remamder  of 
the  evening.     The  enemy  added,  on  the  night  of  the 
lOth   another  embrasure  to  the  new  battery  ;  and  two 
ni<'-hts  f.)llo«-in-,  thev  prolonged  the  parallel   about 
f.n^tv  vards  to  the  eastwanl.     Vast  quantities  of  mate- 
rials were  at  this  time  scattered  in  viu-ious  parts  of  their 

works.  . 

The  afternoon  of  the  15th,  some  practice  was  made 
from  a  gun  mounti'd  upon  a  new-conducted  depressing 
carria-e,  the  invention  of  Lieut.  Koehler,  of  the  Royal 
artillei-v,  which  was  highly  approved  of  by  the  Gover- 
nor and  other  officers  present.     The  gun  was  fixed  in 
a  bed  of  timber,  the  under  side  of  which  was  a  plane 
parallel  to  the  axis  of  the  piece  ;  from  this  bed,  imme- 
diatelv  under  the  centre  of  gravity,  projected  a  spindle 
eight  "inches  in  diameter.     This  spindle  passed  through 
a  groove  formed  for  its  reception  in  a  plank,  the  upper 
side  of  which  was  also  a  plane  :  iqion  this  under  piece 
the  bed  and  gun  recoiled,  being  attached  to  it  by  a  key 
,>a^sing  through  the  spin.lle.     The  bed  and  gun  by 
these  means  were  at  liberty  to  move  round  upon  the 
axis  of  the  spindle,  and  when  fired,  slided  upcn  the 
under  plank  in  the  line  directed  by  the  groove.     The 
under  piece  was  then  connected,  by  a  strong  hinge  in 
front  to  two  cheeks  of  a  common  garri.son-carnagp. 
cut  down  to  br  little  hidier  than  the  trucks.     The  gun 


could  be  laid  to  any  degree  of  depression  under  twenty 
degrees,  by  a  common  quoin  resting  upon  the  cheeks  of 
the  carriage  ;  but  when  greater  depression  was  neces- 
sary, two  upright  timbers,  with  indented  steps,  were 
fixed  to  the  cheeks  :  by  which,  with  the  assistance  of  a 
moveable  plank,  to  slide  in  upon  the  steps,  and  a  quoin, 
the  back  part  of  the  plank,  upon  which  the  gun  slided, 
was  elevated  at  pleasure  by  iron  pins  in  the  uprights  ; 
and  the  gun  depressed  to  any  angle  above  twenty  and 
under  seventy  degree's. 

Many  advantages,  be:?ides  that  of  immediate  depres- 
sion, resulted  to  the  artillery  from  this  invention.  The 
carriage,  when  the  gun  was  depressed,  seldom  moved  ; 
the  gun  sliding  upon  the  planli  to  which  it  was  attachf^d 
by  the  sjnndle,  and  returning  to  its  former  place  with 
the  most  trifliiig  assistance.  When  the  shot  was  dis- 
charged, aii<l  the  bed  with  the  gun  had  recoiled  to  the 
extremity  of  the  groove  ;  the  matross,  by  turning 
round  the  gun  to  lie  horizontally  across  the  carriage 
(which  was  <lone  with  the  greatest  facility),  was  also 
I  nabled  to  load  under  cover  of  the  merlon,  unexposed 
to  the  tnomv's  lire,  and  avoided  the  difficulty  of  ram- 
ming  the  shot  n]Avards.  It  equally  allowed  the  gun  to 
be  fired  at  pr»int  blank  :  and  (by  turning  the  muzzle  to 
the  back  part  of  the  carriage)  at  every  elevation,  to 
forty-five  degrees,  but  in  that  state  did  not  particularly 
excel.  As  to  the  accuracy  of  the  depressing  shot,  no 
farther  proof  need  be  adduced,  than  that,  out  of  thirty 
roun«ls,  twenty-eight  shot  took  place  in  one  traverse  in 
the  St.  Carlos's  battery,  at  the  distance  of  near  one 
thousand  four  hundred  yards. 

A  polacre  had  arrived  on  the  1.3th  ;  and  on  the  17th, 
came  in  the  Flvinf-fish  cutter,  with  ordnance  stores: 
the  latter  was  opposed,  and  engaged  in  the  Bay  by  a 
frij^ate,  a  xebeque.  and  throe  gun-bont««  :  but  got  in  by 
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perseverance,  and  superior  skill,  without  a  single  man 
killed  or  wounded.     At  night,  a  party  of  the  enemy 
was  discovered  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  parallel  ; 
and  a  brisk  fire  was  immediately  pointed  to  the  spot. 
At  day-break  we  remarked  they  had  traced  out  with 
fascines  a  work  (of  five  sides,  leaving  the  gorge  open), 
at  the  west  return  from  the  parallel.     It  appeared  to  be 
for  another  redoubt.      About  the  morning  gun-fire,  a 
brig  was  hailed  from  Europa,  and  answered  from  Cork, 
finding  sVie  was  a  friend,  the  Captain  was  directed  to 
anchor  at  the  Mole  ;  but  imagining  the  ships,  as  before 
the  war,  remained  at  Waterport,  he  passed  our  prames, 
and  did  not  discover  his  error  till  he  had  gone  too  far 
to  return :  he  was  consequently  obliged  to  put  about, 
and  the  vessel  grounded  at  the  back  of  the  Old  mole. 
When  the  enemy  observed  her  in  the  morning,  tho 
Black  battery,  and  Fort  St.   Philip,  directed  a  smart 
fire  upon  her  ;  but,  though  it  was  continued  the  whole 
day,   not   a  shot   struck   the  hull.       Captain    Curtis 
brought  away  the  crew,  and  at  night  went  with  several 
boats,  and  cut  away  her  masts  :  part  of  her  cargo  was  al- 
so removed  ;  but  the  greater  portion  of  it  was  damaged 
by  the  sea-water.     In  the  evening,   Waterport  guard 
was  reinforced  with  a  picket. 

The  enemy,  on  the  night  of  the  18th,  added  five 
embrasures  to  the  gun-battery,  and  left  a  space,  seem- 
ingly for  two  others.  This  addition  made  it  appear  as 
if  they  intended  the  whole  for  one  battery,  which  before 
was  divided  into  two.  Great  quantities  of  materials 
were  dispersed  in  various  parts  of  their  works,  and 
brush  wood  continued  to  be  brought  into  their  camp 
from  the  country.  The  succeeding  night  they  erected 
an  epaulement  of  thirty-nine  casks  long,  faced  with 
fascines,  within  the  hexagon  figure,  at  the  extremity  of 
the  parallel.     The  front  work  was  also  raise<l,  and  a 
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ditch,  extending  along  the  front  of  the  parallel  to  the 
east  flank  of  the  St.  Carlos's,  lined  with  fascines.  They 
worked  also  on  the  platforms  of  the  new  battery.  The 
morning  of  the  20th,  ten  gun-boats  returned  to  Alge- 
ziras  from  the  east :  they  were  supposed  to  be  the  same 
which  had  chased  the  Viper  and  Lively  cutters.  In- 
telligence from  Portugal  mentioned,  that  several  of 
them  had  been  lost  in  the  gale  which  sprung  up  the 
same  evening  :  we  were  rather  disappointed  therefore  to 
see  so  many  return.  In  the  evening  the  Viper,  Lively, 
and  Dartmouth — Tartar  cutters,  sailed  for  England. 
About  the  time  of  their  departure,  a  traverse  in  the 
St.  Carlos's  was  set  on  fire  by  our  artillery  which  pro- 
duced a  smart  cannonade  for  some  hours.  The  suc- 
ceeding day  another  traverse  was  set  on  fire,  and  burnt 
for  some  time.  The  enemy  always  behaved  with  great 
spirit  on  these  occasions.  The  night  of  the  21st  they 
completed  their  Gun-battery,  which  now  presented  to 
us  thirteen  embra.sures  :  they  likewise  repaired  the 
damage  done  by  the  fire. 

About  noon  on  the  23d,  several  signals  were  made 
at  Cabrita  Point,  which  brought  out  a  frigate  and  a 
xebeque  from  Algoziras.  Soon  after,  we  observed  a 
vessel  standing  into  the  Bay  with  a  flowing  sail.  The 
xebeque  passed  her  astern  :  but  the  frigate  bore  down, 
and  appeared  as  if  she  intended  to  board.  The  vessel, 
however,  in  coming  abreast,  threw  in  so  well-directed 
a  broadside,  that  the  Spaniard  was  greatly  confused, 
and  fell  astern.  The  frigate  afterwards  wore,  and  re- 
turned the  salute  ;  but  the  vessel  was  at  such  a  dis- 
tance, that  no  damage  was  received.  On  her  arrival 
at  the  New  mole,  to  our  surprise  we  found  her  to  be 
the  Mercury  ordnance-ship,  which  had  left  the  Bay  in 
.lanuary,  and,  as  we  imagined,  was  bound  to  England. 
Several    inhabitants,    supposing  the   same,   had  taken 
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their  passage  on  board  her  for   England  ;  and   never 
discovered  their  mistake,  till,  to  their  great   mortifi- 
cation, thev  found,  on  their  entrance  into  the   Straits, 
the  unpleasant  shores  of  Spain  and  Barbary,  instead  of 
the  exhilarating  coast  of  Britain.     Captain  Heington, 
who  commanded  her,  on  leaving  the   Garrison,  had 
secret  orders  to  put  into  Lisbon,  where  he  was  to  take 
in  a  cargo  of  various  articles,  and  return  ;  which  orders 
he  had  directions  not  to  divulge  to  any  person,  lest  the 
enemy  by  thoir  emissaries  should  get  information  of  the 
plan,  and  way-lay  him  in  his  return.      He  accordingly 
put  into  Li>bon,  and  took  in  his  cargo  of  wine  and  fruit. 
When  every  thing  was  completed,  he  pretended   some 
further  business  would  still  delay  him,  and  pressed  the 
passengers  to  embrace  the  opportuinity  of  the   packet, 
and  sail  for  England.     They  however  ajiproved  of  their 
accommodation  too  well  to  nMuove  ;  and  Captian  Heing- 
ton was  reluctantly  obliged  to  bring  them  back  to  the 
Garrison.      The  Governor  did   not  suffer  this  gallant 
conduct  of  Captain  Heington  to  pass  unrewarded,  but 
generously  presented  him   with   a  handsome  douceur^ 
and  strouLflv  recommended  him  to   the   Adinicaltv  for 
promotion  ;  which  accordingly  succeeded.   On  the  after- 
noon in  which  the  Mercury  arrived,  the  enemy   fired  a 
frrand  feu-dc-joie  in  camp,  commencing  with  a  salute 
from  the  lines.     Tiiey  repeated  the  fire  a  fourth  time  ; 
which  led  us  to  imagine  they  had  gained  some  advan- 
tage at  Minorca  ;  and  we  afterwards  found  that  our  ap- 
prehensions ha<l  been  too  well  founded. 

The  entmv's  shit)S  in  the  Bav  were  reinforced  on  the 
24th  and  "ioth  with  a  frigate,  four  or  five  xebeques,  and 
several  armed  settees  ;  part  of  which  probably  had  been 
einpbtyed  to  block  up  the  port  of  Mahon.  The  njorn- 
ing  of  the  ^oth,  arrived  the  St.  Ann,  ordnance-ship, 
with  u  supply  of  powder,  and  two  gun-boats,  on  a  new 


construction,  in  frames.  We  were  mformeJ  bv  her, 
that  the  Vernon  store-ship,  under  convoy  of  a  frigate, 
was  on  her  passage  for  Gibraltar,  with  ten  other  gun- 
boats on  board.  The  following  morning  we  observed 
the  euemy  had  entirely  new.fac(?d  the  eastern  epaule- 
ment,  and  raised  it  to  the  height  of  eight  fascines.  They 
also  worked  on  the  magazine  of  the  St.  Martin's  bat- 
tery, and  debouched  from  the  centre  of  the  parallel, 
throwing  up  a  trifling  line,  extending  towards  the  south- 
west. The  27th,  four  rows,  of  ten  tents  each,  were 
pitched  in  the  rear  of  the  Catalonian  camp.  We  imatrin- 
ed  they  were  occupied  by  the  artillery  cadets.  At  night 
the  enemy  added  several  traverses  to  their  thirteen-uun 
battery.  Besides  the  arrivals  already  noted,  three  other 
vessels  and  several  boats  came  in,  in  the  coui-se  of  the 
month. 

The  1st  of  March  a  flag  of  truce  went  to  the  enemv, 
in  answer  to  one  from  them  some  days  before.  The 
Spani>h  officer  who  received  the  packet,  informed  us, 
that  Fort  St.  Philip,  in  Minorca,  had  surrendered  on 
the  5th  of  February.  The  succeeding  day,  a  carcass 
set  fire  to  the  the  thirteen-gun  battery,  which  continued 
blazing  for  two  hours.  On  their  attempting  to  extin- 
guish  the  fire,  we  plied  them  so  briskly,  that  several 
were  killed,  and  most  of  them  driven  from  the  work  ; 
but  their  usual  gallantry  at  last  prevailed.  At  night 
they  raised  a  place  (t amies  at  the  western  extremity  of 
the  thirteen-gun  battery.  These  defensive  works  de- 
monstrated that  they  were  determined  to  provide  as 
much  as  possible  against  another  sortie.  The  follow- 
ing night  they  repaired  the  damage  done  by  the  fire. 
The  carpenters  of  the  navy,  on  the  4th,  laid  the  keel 
of  one  of  the  new  gun-boats.  The  (3th,  six  rows  of 
tents,  ten  in  each  row,  were  pitched  in  the  rear  of  the 
second  line  of  the  enemy's  camp,   near  the  horse-bar- 
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rack      A  large  party  was  also  employed  in  making  a 
road*  from  the  beach  to  the  barrack  :  and  others  were 
Pncra^ed   in   landing    shells,    and   different   ordnance 
These  with  other   appearances,  bespoke  a  determmed 
resolulion  to  prosecute  the  siege.     Our  Governor    on 
the  other  hand,  with  unwearied  attention  employed  the 
Garrison  in  repairing,  and  putting  in  the  best  order  of 
defence  the  upper  batteries,  and  other  works,  which 
had  suffered  from  the  continued  bombardment  ot  the 
enemy.     The  bridge,  in  the  ditch  at   Landport,   was 
likewise  pulle<l  down  ;  and  other  alterations  took  place 
in  that  quarter.     The  enemy,  on  the  8th,  raised  one 
face  of  the  Eastern  redoubt,  several  fascmes  m  height : 
and  from  the  noise  heard  the  preceding  night,  we  ima- 
eined  they  also  finished  platforms  in  their  batteries. 
The  day  following.  Lieutenant  Cuppage,  of  the   Royal 
Artillery,  was  dangerously  wounded  on  the  Royal  bat- 
terv,  from  a  splinter  of  a  small  shell,  which  burst  im- 
mediately  after  being  discharged  from  the  Rock-gun. 
This  was  the  second  accident  of  the  same  nature.     Ihc 
nth   a  frigate  and  xebeque  passed  to  the  west,  with  six 
top-s'ail  vessels  ;  supposed  to  be  part  of  the  late  Minorca 
Jrrison.     The  night  of  the  I3th,  the  enemy  traced  out 
a  work  within  the  western  place  darmes  of  the   bt. 
CarWs  battery  ;  apparently  with  an  i^^^^I'^"^/ J^^- 
tending  the  epaulement.     The  firing  on  both  sides  was 
now    Considerably   increased:    that   from   the   enemy 
amounted  on  an  average  to  about  three  hundred  rounds 
\r\  the  twentv-four  hours.  ^ 

T«o  oper'ations  of  the  besiegers  still  continued  ted- 
o,,s  On  the  16th  they  pallisaded  the  gorpe  of  tlie 
Centre  redoubt ;  and  on  the  I8th  began  to  pitch  a  new 
ca,np,  near  the  Grand  magazine,  on  *he  beach  A 
niffht  they  erected  the  epaidement  of  St  Paschal « 
;:;orL.ba«ery  and  raised  three  traverses  m  the  rear. 
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Lieut.  White,  of  the  56th,  was  slightly  wounded  on 
the  16th.  On  the  night  of  the  20th,  the  St.  Paschal's 
battery  was  raised  three  fascines.  At  night  tlie  wind 
blew  so  strong  a  gale,  that  the  new  windmill,  on  Wind- 
mill-hill, took  fire  from  the  violence  of  the  friction,  and 
was  burnt  to  the  ground.  The  22d,  the  enemy  made 
some  trifling  ad<litions,  and  fixed  a  barrier-gate  at  the 
extremity  of  the  fourth  branch  of  approach.  The  sub- 
sequent  evening,  a  little  before  midnight,  we  were  grati- 
fied with  the  safe  arrival  of  the  Vernon  store-ship,  having 
on  board  the  remaining  ten  gun-boats,  and  other  mate- 
rials for  the  Garrison.  Some  hours  after,  the  Cerber- 
us and  Apollo  frigates.  Captains  Mann  and  Hamilton, 
with  foiu*  transports,  having  the  07th  regiment  on 
board,  anchored  under  our  guns. 

The  Vernon's  arrival  may  be  considered  as  truly  for- 
tunate,  since  no  less  than  thirty  Spanish  men  of  war,  of 
different  force  were  out  purposely  to  intercept  her  and 
the  Success  frigate.  Captain  Pole,  her  convoy.  Some 
leagues  to  the  westward  of  tho  Straits,  they  fell  in  with 
a  forty-gun  frigate,  which  had  left  our  (blockade)  sta- 
tion, and  was  one  of  the  above  mentioned  cruisers.  A 
warm  action  consequently  commenced  ;  but  the  Span- 
iard, finding  the  Vernon  well  armed,  and  that  she  boldly 
bore  down  to  support  the  Success,  after  an  engagement 
of  several  glasses,  in  which  the  Vernon  had  a  consider- 
able share,  thought  proper  to  submit.  On  board  the 
prize  were  found  papers  describing  the  Vernon,  to  the 
most  minute  part  of  her  rigging ;  at  the  same  time 
mentioning  the  officers  names  who  were  passengers 
and  every  particular  article  of  her  cargo  :  and  from 
the  prisoners  we  learned  the  number  of  ships  which 
were  cruising  to  intercept  her.  Captain  Pole  after- 
wards burned  the  Santa  Catalina,  and  separated  from 
the  Vernon  on  the  appearance  of  the  Cerberus,  with  her 
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convoy,   which  he  mistook  for  the  enemy's   cruisers. 
The  Vernon  therefore  proceeded  alone  for  the  Garri- 
son, and  at  the  entrance  of  the  Straits,  in  the  eveninir, 
fell  in  with,  and  indeed  was  surrounded  hy,  the  ene- 
my's ships  :  hut  happily  the  sky  procrnosticatincr  a  rotiph 
night,  and  she  tacking  at  the  same  time  they  did  :  thoy, 
supposing  her  to  he  a  friend,  stood  in  for  the  hi'jh  kind  : 
and  at  dusk  she  altered  her  course,  and  was  soon  safe 
in  her  destined  port.     Lieut.   Col.   Gledstanes,  of  the 
72d  regiment,  and  other  officers,  came  in  her  as  pas- 
sengers, with  recruits  for  the  different  regiments  in  the 
Garrison.     The  next  day,   the  97th  regiment,   com- 
manded hy  Col.  Stanton,  disemharked  seven  hundre«l 
complete,  and  were  immediately  quartered  in  Scud-hill 
and  Rosia  harracks.     This  regiment  soon  after  became 
very  sickly  ;  and  though  they  were  attended  to  with 
theV^a*^^*  ^^^^  ^^y  *^^  Governor  and  officers,  in  a  few 
months  many  of  them  died  ;  and  the  rest  were  of  little 
a'^sistance  to  the  Garrison  before  September. 

The  enemv,  on  the  night  of  the  24th,  were  disco- 
vered, from  'Willis's,  at  work  in  the  front  of  the  epau- 
lement,  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  parallel :  a  few 
rounds' of  grape,  however,  quickly  drove  them  under 
cover.     They  made  several  attempts  to  proceed,  but 
were  as  constantly  obliged  to  retire.     The  succeeding 
morning,  we  observed  they  had   emi)loyed  parties  in 
other  parts  of  their  works.     The  communication  to  the 
Centre  redoubt  was  raised  ;  many  traverses  were  erect- 
ed   behind   the  fourth  approach,  and  a  considerable 
quantity  of  fascines  and  other  materials  brought  down 
to  their  works.     In  the  forenoon  of  the  25th,  the  Spa- 
ni'^h  officers  belonging  to  the  Santa  Catalinn,  who  were 
brought  to  the  Garrison  in  the  Vernon,  were  sent  by  a 
flag  of  truce  into  Spain  on  their  parole.      In  the  course 
of  the  dav,  a  shot  came  through  one  of  the  capped  em- 
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brasures  on  Princess  Amelia's  battery  (WiUis's),  took 
off  the  legs  of  two  men  belonging  to  the  72d  and  73d 
regiments,  one  leg  of  a  soldier  of  the  73d,  and  wounded 
another  man  in  both  legs :  thus  four  men  had  seven 
legs  taken  off,  and  wounded  by  one  shot.  The  boy 
who  was  usually  stationed  on  the  works  where  a  large 
party  was  employed,  to  inform  the  men  when  the  ene- 
my's fire  was  directed  to  that  place,  had  been  reprov- 
ing  them  for  their  carelessness  in  not  attending  to  him  ; 
and  had  just  turned  his  head  toward  the  enemy,  when 
he  observed  this  shot,  and  instantly  called  for  them  to 
take  care  :  his  caution  was  however  too  late  ;  the  shot 
entered  the  embrasure,  and  had  the  above-recited  fatal 
effect.  It  is  somewhat  singular,  that  this  boy  should 
be  possessed  of  such  uncommon  quickness  of  sight,  as 
to  see  the  enemy's  shot  almost  immediately  after  they 
quitted  the  guns.  He  was  not  however,  the  only  one 
in  the  Garrison  possessing  this  qualification  ;  another 
boy,  of  about  the  same  age,  was  as  celebrated,  if  not 
his  superior.  Both  of  them  belonged  to  the  Artificer 
company,  and  were  constantly  placed  on  some  part  of 
the  works,  to  observe  the  enemy's  fire :  their  names 
were  Richardson  and  Brand ;  the  former  was  reputed 
to  have  the  best  eye. 

The  night  of  the  25th,  the  enemy  extended  their  pa- 
rallel in  a  continued  direction  with  the  old  work  about 
one  hundred  yards,  with  casks  and  fiiscines,  banked  up 
with  sand  in  front.  The  succeeding  evening,  we  perceiv- 
ed  several  guns  in  the  St.  Martin's  battery,  and  it  was 
imagined  that  ordnance  were  brought  forward  for  the 
other  batteries.  The  night  of  the  26th  they  began 
merlons  for  six  embrasures  in  the  eastern  redoubt,  tw(i 
in  each  face  opening  on  the  Devil's  tower,  Lines,  and 
Old  mole  :  they  also  lengthened  the  parallel,  and 
strengthened  that  part  which  was  raised  the  preceding 
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night.  The  28th,  they  scaled  several  guns  and  mor- 
tars in  the  advanced  batteries  ;  and  the  following  day, 
we  concluded,  they  mounted  all  their  ordnance,  as  their 
working  parties  gave  a  general  huzza,  and  then  with- 

drew  for  the  day. 

Oiu-  opponents  at  this  time  scarcely  expended  more 
than  two  hundred  rounds  in  the   twenty-four  hours ; 
but  we  frequently  saluted  them  with  double  that  num- 
ber in  that  period.     The  night  of  the  28th  and  29th, 
the  enemy  lined  with  fascines  the  prolongation  of  the 
parallel,  and  erected  five  traverses  in  the  Eastern  re- 
doubt.  '  Their  batteries  near  the  tower  now   appeared 
to  be  completed  ;   the  fourth  month  being  just  expired 
since  they  had  been  destroyed.     The   31st,  being  a 
grand  festival,  our  batterie.s  were  double-manned,  ex- 
pecting the  besiegers  would  open  their  advanced  batte- 
ries ;  but  not  firing,  the  reinforcement  was  remanded 
at  noon.     In  the  evening,  about  six  o'clock,  a  shell  set 
fire  to  the  flank  of  the  Eastern  redoubt,  and,  the  flame 
being  assisted  with  a  brisk  discharge,  burnt  rapidly  for 
some  hours  :  at  last,  however,  the  enemy  extinguished 
it.      The  succeeding  morning,  we  perceived  that  they 
had  covered  with  sand  the  part  which  had  taken  fire, 
and  a  number  of  fascines  were  lying  in  great  confusion 
about  the  work.     The  same  night,  a  boat  came  in  from 
Portugal  with  sheep,  oranges,  lemons,  and  fowls  :  two 
others  also  arrived  in  the  course  of  the  month. 

On  the  evening  of  the  1st  of  April,  a  soldier  of  the 
39th  regiment  deserted  from  Landport :  several  hun- 
dred rounds  of  musketry  and  grape  were  discharged 
at  him,  some  of  which  it  is  imagined  took  place,  as  he 
dropped  just  before  he  got  to  the  St.  Carlos's  battery, 
and  was  carried  into  the  work  by  seven  of  the  guard. 
At  dusk,  a  volunteer  of  Arragon  came  over  to  us  ;  he 
brought  his  arms  and  some  necessaries,  which,  with 
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other  circumstances,  occasioned  a  suspicion  of  his  being 
a  spy.  He  reported  that  the  enemy  had  suffered  con- 
siderably  in  restonng  their  batteries  ;  upwards  of  four 
hundred  being  killed,  and  nearly  as  many  more  wound- 
ed. The  eastern  redoubt,  he  informed  us,  was  called 
the  Mahon  battery.  The  enemy,  on  the  2d,  began  to 
pitch  tents  in  rear  of  the  Walloon  guards.  They  were 
afterwards  increased  to  six  double  rows,  capable  of 
quartering  a  battalion  of  infantry. 

As  grates  for  heating  shot  were  distributed  on  the 
different  northern  batteries  in  the  beginning  of  this 
month,  we  imagined  the  Governor  intended  applying 
rod-hot  shot  against  the  enemy's  works,  which  appeared 
now  complete.  We  were  however  disappointed  ;  they 
were  still  reserved  as  a  bonne  louche^  for  the  closing  of 
the  scene. 

The  night  of  the  5th,  the  enemy  erected,  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  parallel,  a  place  iVarmes^  of  four  sides, 
one  of  which  was  the  parallel  lengthened,  the  other 
three  extending  in  obtuse  angles  to  the  rear.  The  Gth, 
Colonel  Stanton  w;ts  appointed  a  Brigadier-general ; 
and  Capt.  Blanokley,  of  the  97th  regiment,  his  Brigade- 
n^ajor.  'ihe  8th,  we  perceived  some  tents  pitched  upon 
the  plain  beneath  the  ruins  of  Carteia  :  and  tlie  follow- 
ing day  this  camp  was  increased  with  five  double  rows 
of  tents  :  a  regiment  in  white  took  possession  in  the 
evening.  The  t)th,  a  regiment  in  blue  marched  into 
the  new  camp,  pitched  the  2<1  of  this  month.  The 
same  day  all  the  carpenters  of  the  regiments  in  garrison 
(those  of  the  97th  regiment  excepted^  were  ordered, 
with  an  hundred  additional  real-men,  into  the  King's 
works.  At  night  the  enemy  made  some  alterations 
near  St.  Paschal's  battery,  and  strengthened  the  phicc 
(Turmes  at  the  extremity  of  the  parallel.  The  10th, 
Lieut.  Wet  ham,  of  the  12th  regiment,  was  killed   by  % 
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splinter  of  a  shell,  marching  at  the  head  of  the  spur- 
guard  up  the  ramp,  from  Landport  ditch.  His  servant 
also  lost  his  arm,  and  the  drummer  had  his  drum 
broken  to  pieces  :  but  the  rest  of  the  guard  escaped. 
The  death  of  this  young  officer  was  much  regretted  ; 
and  it  seemed  particularly  unfortunate,  as  the  enemy 
only  fired  that  fatal  shell,  and  one  shot,  in  the  earlier 
part  of  the  daye 

A  Faro  boat  arrived  on  the  Uth  from  Portugal 
with  dispatches  for  the  Governor.  A  private  letter 
sent  from  Lisbon  by  this  boat,  mentioned,  that  great 
preparations  were  making  at  Cadiz,  and  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean ports,  t^r  a  most  vigorous  attack  on  Gibraltar  ; 
ami  that  the  Duke  de  Crillon,  who  had  lately  taken  St. 
Philip's,  was  to  command  with  twenty  thousand  French 
and  Spanish  troops,  in  addition  to  what  were  at  present 
before  the  Garrison  ;  with  Monsieur  D' Arcon,  a  French 
engineer  of  great  eminence  and  abilities  ;  and  Admiral 
Don  Bonaventura  Moreno,  with  ten  sail  of  the  line, 
besides  floating-batteries,  gun  and  mortar  boats,  &c. 
&c.  The  truth  of  this  intelligence  we  little  doubted, 
as  many  circumstances  now  occurred  daily  that  served 
to  confirm  it.  The  enemy's  cannonade,  in  the  course 
of  the  r2th,  was  singular  indeed  :  from  six  in  the  morn- 
ing to  sun-set,  they  fired  every  two  or  three  minutes  a 
single  gun  or  mortar ;  and  being  the  anniversary  of 
their  bombardment,  it  appeared  still  more  extraordi- 
nary. Some  jocular  persons  in  the  Garrison  remark- 
ed, that  perhaps  they  were  commemorating  the  day 
with  fasting  and  prayer,  and  by  their  minute-guns  ex- 
pressing their  sorrow,  that  so  many  thousand  barrels  of 
powder,  and  rounds  of  ammunition,  should  have  been 
expended  to  so  little  purpose.  Their  firing  from  the 
12th  gradually  decreased,  for  about  a  week;  when, 
for  a  few  night';,  thoy  firod  brl^lor  than  usual.      It 
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afterwards  diminished  to  about  a  hundred  rounds  on 
an  average  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  and  scarce  exceed- 
ed that  number  during  the  remainder  of  the  month. 
Their  fascine-parties  continued  to  be  actively  employed 
preparing  materials  in  their  parks  ;  and  long  strings  of 
mules  were  constantly  removing  them  to  the  Lines  and 
advanced  batteries.  Throughout  their  camp  new  life 
seemed  to  be  infused  into  the  troops  :  instead  of  that 
inactive  languor  which  had  so  long  prevailed  in  all  their 
operations,  every  person  now  appeared  in  motion. 

The  morning  of  the  IGth,  we  remarked  that  the  ene- 
my had  repaired  the  eastern  part  of  the  Mahon  battery 
biu-nt  down  the  latter  end  of  the  preceding  month. 
Some  other  trifling  additions  were  also  made  to  this 
work.  The  20th,  arrived  the  Antigallican  ordnance- 
ship  from  England.  The  nights  of  the  21st  and  22d, 
the  enemy's  parties  added  some  further  repairs  to  the 
Mahon  battery  :  they  also  raised  a  small  work  near  the 
tower,  and  erected  several  traverses  in  various  parts  of 
the  parallel.  The  24th,  one  of  our  new  gun-boats, 
which  had  been  launched  on  the  18th,  was  tried  with 
an  eighteen-pounder  on  board  ;  an<l  the  practice  met 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Governor  and  Officers  of 
the  Navy.  As  a  person  was  sent  out  in  the  Vernon  to 
superintend  their  construction,  the  keels  of  several 
other  boats  after  his  arrival  were  immediately  laid  on 
the  stocks  ;  and  the  carpenters,  being  now  acquainted 
with  the  marks,  proceeded  with  confidence  and  expe- 
dition :  four  or  five  more  therefore  were  in  great  for- 
wardness. We  ol)served,  about  this  time,  numbers  of 
boats  passing  and  repassing  between  Algeziras  and 
Point  Alala,  and  two  ships  in  the  river  Palmones,  which 
we  imagined  were  fitting  out  as  fire-ships  :  precautions 
M'ere  therefore  taken  to  render  them  ineffectual,  in  case 
thev  resolved  on  another  attempt  to  burn  our  frigates. 
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The  25th,  a  Uttle  hcfore  day-break,  a  deserter  came  in 
from  the  enemy  :  he  was  a  native  of  Arragon,  and  com- 
rade to  the  last :  he  confirmed  our  information  from 
Lisbon,  respectin-JT  the  intended  attack,  under  the  com- 
mand  of  the  Duke  de  Crillon  ;  adding,  that  they 'had 
resolved  to  make  the  principal  attack  by  sea  :  for  which 
purpose  large  ships  were  to  be  fitted  up  with  cork,  &c. 
The  new  camp,  near  llocadillo  point,  he  said,  was  oc- 
cupied by  the  regiment  of  Cordova  intantry,  lately  ar- 
rived from  Ceuta. 

Though  their  camp  had  been  considerably  reinforced 
within  tlie  preceding  six  weeks,  yet  we  could  not  ob- 
serve that  they  had  made  any  addition  to  their  guards, 
which  continued  to  be  about  the  same  number  as  men- 
tioned some  months  before.  The  28th,  they  raised  the 
merlons  of  the  Mahon  battery  with  sand-bags.  In  the 
course  of  the  day,  they  brought  down  two  guns  from 
their  artillery-park  to  Fort  Tonara,  whither  they  had 
carried  four  the  preceding  day.  The  30th,  they  began 
laying  platforms  in  the  Mahon  l>attery  :  on  the  same 
day  we  launched  our  second  gun-boat.  Seven  more 
were  on  the  stocks. 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  the  enemy  repaired  the 
west  branch  of  the  St.  Carlos's,  which  fell  down  some 
time  before,  and  made  some  alterations  in  the  Black 
battery.  Several  hundred  mules  came  likewise  with 
clay  to  the  lines.  From  seven  in  the  evening  of  the  4th, 
to  the  same  hour  the  succeeding  afternoon,  both  the 
Garrison  and  the  enemv  were  silent.  This  was  the  first 
twenty-four  hours  in  which  there  had  been  no  firing  for 
the  space  of  nearly  thirteen  months. 

The  evening  of  the  7th,  the  Cerberus  and  Apollo  fri- 
gates, with  four  transports  and  four  ordnance-'^hips, 
sailed  for  England.  The  succeeding  morning  we  ob- 
served that  three  of  the  transports  were  captured,  j.nd 
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in  company  with  the  enemy's  cruisers  were  then  turn- 
iiig  to  windward.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  9th,  a  line- 
of-battle  ship,  with  seven  large  vessels  and  a  few  pola- 
cres  and  tartans,  arrived  in  the  Bay  from  the  west,  and 
anchored  at  Algozinis.  At  dusk,  the  large  vessels,  which 
appeared  to  be  the  old  men  of  war,  or  galleons,  hauled 
close  in  shore.  The  Governor,  at  night,  ordered  a 
picket  to  reinforce  Waterport  guard.  The  enemy  still 
continued  discharging  about  a  hundred  rounds  every 
twenty.four  hours  ;  and  their  j)arties  as  well  as  ours 
were  employed  in  making  trifling  additions  and  repairs. 
The  arrival  of  the  above-mentioned  shipping  at  Alge- 
zira<!,  occasioned  various  conjectures  :  from  many  cir- 
cumstances, we  had  reason  to  imagine  they  v\ere  intend- 
ed for  the  attack  by  sea,  wliich  was  meditating  against 
the  Garrison.  The  Governor  and  Chief  Engineer's 
attention  consequently  became  engaged  towards  the  sea- 
line  :  the  beach  behind  the  Old  Mole  was  fortified  with 
a  row  of  sloping  palisades  ;  Waterport  gateway  was 
well  barricaded,  and  a  chevaux-de-frise  ordered  to  be 
got  ready  to  place  at  the  foot  of  Landport  glacis  :  the 
ramp  in  the  ditch  was  likewise  removed  ;  and  those  bat- 
teries on  the  sea-line,  which  they  conceived  might  pro- 
bably be  opposed  to  the  enemy's  attack,  were  inspected, 
and  put  in  the  best  order  of  defence. 

The  enemy,  about  the  12th,  removed,  and  made  a 
new  arrangement  of  their  ordnance  in  the  forts  and  bat- 
teries along  the  coasts  :  we  supposed  they  were  chang- 
ing them  for  (»th(rs  of  a  larger  calibre.  The  14th, 
several  of  the  large  ships  at  Algeziras  struck  their  yards 
and  top-masts,  and  a  great  number  of  men  appeared  on 
boiu-d  them  ;  which  movements  left  us  no  longer  to 
doubt,  that  they  were  intended  to  be  fitted  up  as  Float- 
ing Batteries  for  the  grand  attack  :  this  opinion  \\i\% 
confirmed  in  the  afternoon,  by  their  beginning  to  cut 
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down  the  poops  of  two  of  tliein.  The  subsequent  day, 
three  store-ships,  the  Queen  Ciiarlotte,  Leonora,  and 
Charles,  arrived  from  England,  with  powder,  shells, 
bedding,  and  timber.  Three  gun-boats,  on  their  appear- 
ance in  the  Gut,  went  from  the  Point  to  speak  them  ; 
but  the  ships  hoisting  French  colours,  and  standing  for 
Algeziras,  the  boats  were  deceived,  and  returned  :  the 
false  colours  were  sf»on  after  struck,  and  British  dis- 
played ;  and  they  arrived  without  opposition.  The  new 
gun-boats  which  were  launched,  were,  on  this  occasion, 
of  particular  service  ;  and  before  night,  nineteen  hun- 
dred barrels  of  powder  were  secured  in  our  magazines. 
The  enemy,  on  the  17th,  opened  thirteen  large  port- 
holes in  the  larboard  side  of  one  of  the  ships  at  Alge- 
ziras,  and  seven  in  another. 

Their  operations  now  in  the  advanced  works  almost 
totally  ceased  ;  their  whole  attention  seemed  occupied 
by  the  ships  at  Algeziras,  and  by  arrangements  in  their 
camp.  Cannon  and  variety  of  military  stores  were  land- 
ed beyond  Point  Mala,  and  a  strong  party  was  employed 
in  erecting  a  large  building  near  the  landing-place, 
which  we  conjectured  was  for  an  hospital.  The  firing 
on  both  sides  varied  as  circumstances  directed.  Three 
men  of  the  o8th  regiment  were  missing  on  the  19th; 
and  a  party  being  immediately  sent  in  quest  of  them, 
their  bodies  were  found  dashed  to  pieces  behind  the 
rock  :  the  rope  by  which  they  were  to  have  descended 
being  many  ^ards  too  short.  The  enemy  were  very 
active  about  their  ships  ;  eleven  port-holes  were  opened 
in  the  side  of  a  third  ;  and  f)n  the  2 1st,  they  began  to 
strengthen  their  larboard  sides  with  some  materials 
which  appoarcil  like  jimU.  'I'iio  elasticity  and  resistance 
of  this  artitlc  rendered  it  very  eligihle  for  the  purpo.^e. 
On  the  land  si<le  tliey  continued  collecting  brush-wond 
from  all  part?  ol*  the  country,  and  had  s-tr.mg  parties  at 
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work,  making  fascines.  At  the  landing-place,  stores 
of  every  species  were  daily  disembarked.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Garrison,  with  unwearied  assiduity  ma.le 
various  dispositions  to  repel  their  attack.  The  shmn'r 
palisades  at  Waferport  by  this  time  were  finished,  and 
the  gateway  barricaded,  excepting  a  small  pass.age  for 

he  wicket.  To  this  post  the  Governor  seemed  par- 
ticiilarly  to  attend.  The  intentions  of  the  enemv  were 
no  longer  myslerious  :  every  preparation  was  therefore 
made  to  give  them  a  warm  reception :  an  additional  num. 
ber  of  grates  for  heating  shot,  were  made  and  distribut- 
ed  along  the  Lme-wall ;  and  the  Navv  lowered  their 
yards  and  top-masts,  to  be  in  readincss"to  act  on  shore 
at  a  moment's  notice. 

A  PRIVATEER  xebeque  arrivcl  on  the  2ith  from  Leir. 
horn,  with  a  Corsican  officer  and  twelve  privates  who 
came  to  offer  their  services  as  volunteers  durL  the 
approaching  attack  ;  which  the  Governor  accepted,  and 
ordered  them  to  be  entertained  by  different  regiments 

11  the  others  arrived,  who,  they  informed  us,  were  on 
their  passage.  In  the  evening,  a  large  building,  to  tho 
east  of  the  Catalonian  camp,  took  fire,  and  was  totaHy 
consumed :  it  had  formerly  been  a  barrack,  but  wa^ 
now,  as  the  deserters  informed  us,  a  granary  for  forag^ 
and  corn.  We  numbered  at  this  time  upwards  of^a 
hundred  pieces  of  cannon  in  the  artillery-park  of  the 
enemy.  The  2oth  the  engineers  began  to  mine  a  gal! 
ery  from  a  place  above  Farringdon's  battery  f  Willis's-) 
o  comnuinicate  through  the  rock  to  a  notch  or  proiec 
t»n  of  the  rock,  below  Green's  Lodge,  in  which ''the 
Governor  proposed  to  make  a  batterv.  The  2(lth 
another  vessel  arrived  from  Algiers,  an,I  brought  letters' 
acquainting  us  that  it  was  universally  believed  in 
hpain,  that  the  Garrison,  from  the  ma^i.ude  of  the 
preparations  for  the  attack,  inevitably  must  be  taken 
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before  the  end  of  July.     The  same  day  about  noon,  a 
large  fleet  appeared  from  the  east,  upwards  of  a  hun- 
dred sail  of  which  we  observed  in  the  evening  enter 
the  Bay,  and  anchor  between  the  river  Pulmones  and 
Algeziras.     The    succeeding    morning    we   were   en- 
abled to  make  our  observations  on  them  :  three  were 
large  and  armed,  one  of  them  with  a  flag  at  her  mizon  ; 
the  rest  were  ships  with  troops  on  board,  and  small 
polacres  and  settees,  supposed  from  their  appearance  to 
be  laden  with  stores.     In  the  course  of  the  27th,  28th, 
and  29th,  they  lanvled,  it  was  imagined,  about  twelve 
battalions  ;  which,  calculating  at  about  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  to  each  battalion,  amounted  to  about  nino 
thousand  men,  if  the  regiments  wore  complete.     As  the 
troops  discmbarUeJ,  they  encamped  in  the  rear  of  the 
second  line,  extending  towards  the  horse-barrack  now 
cjilled  Bucna-Viatu,  which,  we  undoj-stood  from  the  last 
deserters,  had  been  fitted  up  for  the  CommandL-r  in 
Chiefs  quarters  :  others  of  them  occupied  the  ground 
on  the  left  of  the  first  line,  and  on  the  right  of  the  Cata- 
lonians,  in  an  obtuse  direction  up  the  hill  towards  the 
QiU'on  of  Spain's  Chair.    Large  parties  were  detached 
to  land  the  military  stores. 

A  i\:\^  of  truce  came  from  the  emmy  on  the  28th, 
with  a  letter  from  Mr  Anderson,  a  merchant  who  had 
left  the  Garrison  some  days  before,  and  had  been  taken 
on  his  passage  to  Faro.  Bifore  the  purport  of  the  flag 
was  known,  the  Governor,  speaking  to  the  officers  near 
him,  said  '"  he  supposed  the  Duke  was  arrived,  and  had 
''sent  to  summon  the  Garrison;  but  he  should  givo 
''  him  a  short  answer.  No,— No,  and  h()i)ed  the  gentle- 
"men"  (addressing  himself  to  the  oflicers  present) 
"  would  all  support  him."  He  had  not,  however,  an 
opportunity  of  being  so  spiritedly  laconic.  The  day 
followin'^'-  we  perceived  a  new  encampment  between  the 
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Catalonians  and  the  left  of  the  first  lino,  antl  great  ad- 
ditions were  made  to  those  mentioned  before.  Six 
of  their  battering-shi[»s  were  now  in  hand,  and  an  uni- 
versal activity  was  observed  throughout  their  camp. 
The  firing  on  both  sides  varied  very  little :  if  there 
were  any  difl*erence  in  the  number  of  rounds,  the  Gar- 
rison had  the  advanta'je.  Our  encinecrs  at  this  time 
were  employed  in  repairing  the  damaged  and  uneven 
platforms  on  the  sea-line  batteries,  and  the  artillery  in 
disposing  of  the  heavy  ordnance,  where  they  wouhl  act 
with  greater  execution  and  effect.  Scarce  a  day  now 
passed  but  vessels  of  all  denominations  arrived  in  the 
Bay,  at  the  enemy's  camp ;  the  generality  of  which 
seemed  lac!en  with  military  stores  and  materials  for  the 
siege. 

June  did  not  commence  with  any  thing  extraordinary. 
The  2d,  Brigadier  Stanton  died  of  a  coup  dc  soleil. 
The  enemy,  the  following  day,  pitched  several  large 
tents  to  the  southward  of  Algeziras,  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  workmen  employed  in  fitting  up  their 
shipa.  The  4th,  being  the  anniversary  of  his  Majesty's 
birth-day,  the  last  of  our  new  gun-boats  was  launched  ; 
an«l  at  noon  the  whole  fired  a  salute,  commencing  with 
a  salvo  of  forty-four  guns  shotted^  from  the  north  front 
of  the  Garrison  :  the  enemy's  batteries  instantly  re- 
turned our  land-fire,  and  in  so  smart  a  manner  as  to 
convince  us,  they  had  prepared  to  retaliate.  The  fol- 
low ing  are  the  names  of  the  gun-boat^.  and  ships  from 
which  they  were  manned  : — 


From  the 
Brilliant  <! 
Frigate. 


Revenge         one  24  j/.    21  Men. 

Defiance          one  24  «lo.   21  do. 

Resolution      one  18  do.   21  do. 

Spitfire           one  18  do.   21  do. 

Dreadnought  one  18  do.   21  do. 

Thunder         one  18  do.   21  do. 
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r  Europa 
From  the  j   Terrible 
Porcupine  <!   Fury 
frigate.    I   Scourge 
L  Terror 

From  the  "i 

Speedwell  >  Vengeance 
cutter.    ) 


one 

•24  p'. 

21 

Me 

one 

18  do. 

21 

do. 

one 

18  do. 

21 

d<». 

one 

18  do. 

21 

do. 

one 

18  do. 

21 

do. 

one  18  do.  21    do. 


On  the  5th,  tliree  rows  of  double  tents,  ten  in  each 
row,  were  pitched  near  Barcelo's  battery,  at  Algeziras. 
Mr.  McGregor,  a  volunteer  in  the  73d,  was  wounded 
the  same  day  by  a  shell :  of  which  article  the  enemy's 
artillery,  within  a  day  or  two,  had  been  more  profuse 
than  usual.  The  6th,  Captain  Wideburg  of  Reden's, 
was  wounded  in  the  Queen's  lines.  On  the  7th,  our 
artillery  practised  from  the  King's  bastion,  with  red- 
hot  shot,  against  the  Irishman's  brig,  which  was  strand- 
ed at  the  back  of  the  Old  mole.  In  the  first  round, 
one  of  the  artillery-men  putting  in  the  shot,  the  fire  by 
some  means  immediately  communicated  to  the  cart- 
ridge, and  the  unfortunate  man  was  blown  from  the 
embrasure  in  some  hundred  pieces :  two  others  were 
also  slightly  wounded  with  the  unexpected  recoil  of  the 
carriage.  The  practice  after  this  accident  was  discon- 
tinued. In  the  evening,  a  shell  fell  into  a  quarter  in 
town,  and  carried  away  part  of  a  chair,  in  which  En- 
sign M'Kenzie,  of  the  73d,  was  sitting:  it  immediately 
burst  in  the  room  below,  and  lifted  him  and  the  chair 
from  the  floor,  without  fiu'ther  injury. 

The  enemy's  inactivity  in  their  advanced  batteries 
was  sufficiently  compensated  by  their  diligence  and 
celerity  at  Algeziras  :  six  ships  were  now  in  great  for- 
wardness, and  on  the  10th  they  began  upon  another. 
Of  this  interval  of  tranquillity,  as  we  may  call  it,  (thougii 
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the  enemy  had  not  quite  discontinued  their  fire)  the 
Governor  took  advantajjo,  and  employed  it  with  inde- 
fatigable zeal  in  completing?  the  works  of  the  Garrison. 
New  batteries  bearing  on  Waterport,  which  appeared 
to  be  his  grand  object  of  defence,  were  opened  in  the 
Moorish  castle  :  a  caissoned  batterv  was  also  erected 
at  Uf-per  Forbes's,  and  some  alterations  made  in  the 
Lines ;  moveable  palisades,  with  casks  of  earth,  sand, 
8:c.  were  distributed  in  various  parts  along  the  line- 
wall,  to  be  ready  in  case  a  breach  should  be  effected  ; 
and  the  outworks  at  Landport  underwent  some  advan- 
tageous alterations.  Two  or  three  men  about  this  time 
attempted  to  desert  ;  but  they  were  all  retaken. 

On  the  11th,  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock,  an  un- 
lucky shell  from  the  enemy  fell  through  the  splinter- 
prof)f,  at  the  door  of  the  magazine  on  Princess  Ann's 
battery  (Willis's),  and  bursting,  communicated  to  the 
powder,  which  instantly  blew  up.  The  explosion  was 
so  violent  as  to  shake  the  whole  rock,  and  throw  the 
materials  on  both  sides  an  almost  incredible  way  into 
the  sea.  Three  merlons  on  the  west  flank  of  the  bat- 
terv, with  several  unfortunate  men  who  had  run  be- 
hind  them  for  shelter,  were  forced  down  from  the  level 
of  the  platforms  into  the  Prince's  lines,  which,  with  the 
Queen's  below,  were  almost  filled  with  rubbish.  An- 
other magazine  near  it  happily  escaped,  though  the 
door  was  thrown  open  by  the  explosion.  Our  loss  by 
this  dreadful  accident  was  chiefly  among  the  workmen 
who  were  employed  on  the  flank  of  the  battery  :  one 
drummer,  and  thirteen  rank  and  file,  were  killed; 
three  Serjeants,  three  drummers,  and  nine  rank  and 
file,  wounded.  Immediately  after  the  report  of  the  ex- 
plosion, and  on  the  appearance  of  the  large  column  of 
smoke,'  the  enemy  gave  a  loud  huzza :  their  drums 
beat  to  arms  in  the  camp  ;  and  some  persons  aver,  tha' 
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tlieir  first  line  assembknl,  and  were  actually  on  then- 
march  towards  Fort  St.  Philip,  hut  afterwards  return- 
ed.    As  the  engineers,  after  the  accident,  g«»t  together 
the  remains  of  the  party,  to  eflFectually  secure  the  ma- 
gazine  which  had  so  miraculously  escaped,  the  enemy 
continued  the  cannonade  the  remainder  of  the  day  ; 
and,  as  if  fate  was  resolved  at   that  parti<ular  time  to 
sport  with  our  anxiety,  in  the  course  of  this  firnig,  twr. 
other  shells  fell  upon  the  remaining  magazine,  and  one 
into  the  verv  splinter-proof  in  front  of  the  door  :  hap- 
pily the  latter  did  n(»t  go  through  :  for,  if  it  had,  this 
mairazine  might  have  shared  the  fate  of  its  neighbour, 
and  the  whole  of  the  batteries  at   Willis's  have  pro- 
bably been  materially  injured.    IVincess  Ann  s  battery, 
the  flank  of  it  excepted,  was  not  consiilerably  damaged  : 
the  caissoned  merlons  were  much  .shaken,  and  the  bat- 
tery  filled  with  rubbish ;  however,  before  night  the  whtde 
was  cleared  awav,  and  several  rounds  fired  from  that 
battery,  as  well  as  from  the  other  batteries,  to  convmcc 
the  enemy  that  the  misfortune  was  not  of  so  much  nn- 
portance  as  thev  prol)ably  imagined  :  indeed,  from  so 
dreadful  an  accident,  it  was  wonderful  that  the  mjury 
was  not  of  greater  conseciuence.  ^ 

The  Navy,  on  the  13th,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Engineers,  began  to  caisson  the  west  face  of  the  New- 
mofe  fort.     About  sun-set  a  soldier  of  the  58th  regi- 
ment, who  had  lately  joined  in  the  Vernon,  deserted 
from  Landport  :  at  night  a  picket  was  ordered  to  re- 
iiiforce  that  guard.     The  Uth,  a  French  frigate,  with 
c  ighteen  or  nineteen  polacres,  &c.  arrived  m  the  Bay. 
The  same  afternoon,  a  xebeque,  returning  to  Algeziras, 
from  the  east,  stood  in  so  close  to  the  Garrison,  that 
«;he  was  perplexed  by  the  eddy-winds,  and  remaiiu.l  a 
considerable  time  stationary :  the  Garrison  fired  upon 
her,  and  the  gun-boats  were  manned,  and  rowe.l  out 


to  attack  her  ;  but  two  of  the  i  i.riny's  boats  coming 
to  her  assistance,  towed  her  head  round;  and  soon 
after,  a  breeze  carried  her  out  of  all  danger.  If  our 
boats  had  got  out  a  little  earlier,  she  might  have  been 
roughly  handled ;  and  some  an*  sanguine  enough  to 
think  she  might  have  been  taken. 

As  boats  wereconstantly  detached  by  the  Navy  at  night- 
fall, to  row  guard  at  some  distance  from  the  Garrison, 
and  give  information  of  the  appproach  of  the  gun-boats, 
or  any  other  vessels,  curiosity  often  prompted  them  to  ap- 
proach the  enemy's  shore ;  and  for  some  preceding  nights 
they  reported,  that  they  heard,  at   Algeziras,  a  noise 
like  that  of  men  hard  at  work ;    whence  we  conclud- 
ed, their  impatience  to  finish  their  battering-ships  made 
them  embrace  all  opportunities,  both  by  day  and  night. 
The   ICth,   a  new   camp  was  observed  between  the 
Grand  magazine  and  the  Orange-grove.    The  battalion 
which  occupied  it  were  supposed  to  be  disembarked  from 
the  small  convoy  which  arrived  on  the  14th.    At  night, 
a  noise  of  boats  was  distinctly  heard  from  our  prames, 
at  some  distance  in  the  Bay :  it  however  ceased  on  a 
gun  being  fired  towards  that  quarter.     This  circum- 
stance occasioned  new  signals  to  be  appointed  for  the 
prames.     The  97th  regiment,  on  the  17th,  for  the  first 
time  gave  a  picket  of  forty  men.     The  following  day, 
Hardenberg's   regiment   was  ordered  in  case   of  an 
alarm,    to  act  with  the   58th   at   Europa,   instead  of 
marching  to  town.     In  the  afternoon,  a  French  con- 
voy, of  upwards  of  sixty  sail,   under   three  frigates, 
anchored  in  the  Bay,  off  the  Guadaranque,  from  the 
east.     As  most  of  the  ships  had  troops  on  board,  we 
concluded  it  was  the  French  reinforcement,  of  which 
we  had  received  previous  information.     The  following 
evening  several  Spanish  and  French  general  officers, 
with  their  suits,  visited  the  lines  ;  where  they  remained 
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excoptinrr  one  General,  wlio,  accompanied  l.y  au  artil- 
lery  officer  anrl  an  engineer,  came  forward  to  the  ad- 
vanced worlss,  and  st<.od  some  time  in  front  of  the  St. 
]\Iartin's  batterv.     At  this  time,  a  trroupe  of  those  v.'ho 
remained  in  the  lines  were  asseml)led  on  the  glacis ; 
our  artillery  thou-ht  proper  to  give  them  a  shot,  which 
the  General  in  the  advance<l  works  probably  took  as  a 
hint  to  retire  ;  for  he  immediately  pulled  oif  his  hat, 
and   returned   into   the  batt.ry.     This   circumstance 
served  to  confirm  us  in  our  conjectures,  that  the  rein- 
forcement was   French ;  and  it  was  computed  to  be 
about  five  thousand  men.     Soon  after  the  above  fleet 
arrived,  five  gim-boats  approached  very  near  the  town, 
ajiparentlv  out  of  bravado,  to  demonstrate  to  their  new 
frii  nds  how  contemptuously  they  considered  us ;  but  a 
fi-w  rounds  takinir  effect,  they  retired  in  great  confu- 
sion, and  most  likely  paid  dear  for  their  arrogance. 
The  2()th  and  2 1st  the   French  troops  disembarked, 
and  (iH-ampod  to  the  east  of  the   Stone  quarry,   im- 
mediately under  the  Queen  of  Spain's  Chair. 

As  AFFAIRS  were  daily  becoming  more  serious,  the 
Serjeants,  and  such  drummers  of  the  Garrison  as  were 
able,  wtre  ordered,  in  case  of  alarm,  to  turn  out  with 
firelocks  and  accoutrements  ;  which  were  accordingly 
delivered  to  the  different  regiments  from  the  grand 
store.  The  Governor  seemed  determined  to  have  no 
idle  hands  in  the  place  at  such  a  critical  time.  Musi- 
cians, who  before  liad  been  exempted  from  duty,  also 
returned  to  the  use  of  the  firelock  and  shovel. 

The  morning  of  the  2 1st,  two  Genoese,  formerly  in- 
habitants of  the  Garrison,  who  had  been  taken  by  the 
enemy  in  a  settee  bound  for  Gibraltar,  made  their  es- 
cape in  a  boat  from  a  prison-ship  at  Algeziras.  They 
informed  us  that  the  grand  attack  was  fixed  to  be  in 
September ;  but  that  all,  both  sailors  and  soldiers,  were 


much  averse  to  the  enterprise.  In  the  afternoon,  two 
General  officers  again  visited  the  lines  ;  an<I  we  re- 
marked, their  guards  did  not  relieve  at  their  usual 
hour,  but  probably  came  down  after  twilight.  From 
the  19th  to  the  21st,  the  enemy's  fire  daily  diminished ; 
and  on  the  22d,  about  five  in  the  evening,  their  bat- 
teries were  totallv  silent.  This  sudden  cessation  in- 
duced  us  to  conclude  that  the  Duke  de  Crillon  had  as- 
sumed the  command  of  the  Combined  Army. 


CHAPTER  VIL 


Spaniards  very  active  in  completing  their  battering-sliips. 
— The  nei)hcw  of  tlic  celebrated  Corsican  general,  Pascal 
Paoli,  arrives  at  Ciibrahar,  and  oHers,  m  ith  others  of  his 
countrymen,  to  act  as  a  volunttor  during  the  siege. — 
Enemy  after  great  preparations  commence  the  additional 
works  on  the  Isthmus. — Letters  between  tlie  Duke  de 
Crillon  and  General  Eliott. — Enemy's  works  are  by  ac- 
cident set  on  fire,  which  induces  the  Duke  to  protect 
them  by  a  temporary  cannonade. — The  British  seamen 
landed  and  formed  into  a  Marine  Brigade.— Active  opera- 
tions of  the  besiegers. — Some  of  the  battering-ships  re- 
move to  the  Orange-grove,  where  the  enemy  begin  to 
assemble  their  maritime  force. — Lieut.  General  Boyd  re- 
commends an  immediate  trial  of  liot  shot,  the  success  of 
which  provokes  tlie  enemy  to  open  tlieir  new  batteries 
before  tliey  are  completed. — The  Combined  Fleets  of 
France  and  Spain  arrive  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar. — The 
GRAND  ATTACK — The  batteriug-ships  destroyed,  and  the 
Enemy  rescued  from  inevitable  death  by  the  gallantry  of 
the  Marine  Brigade.  Conduct  of  the  Besiegers  after 
their  defeat,  till  their  small  craft  disperse. 

The  Court  of  Madrid,  whose  whole  attention  seemed 
bent  upon  the  recovery  of  Gibraltar,  had  hitherto  found 
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ail  her  attempts,  whether  by  sea  or  hmd,  totally  inef- 
fectual ;  and  the  repeated  disgrace  which  her  arms  had 
suffered,  could  not  fail  to  mortify  her  pride.     The 
cruel  and  wanton  destruction  of  the  town  had  tended 
to  no  other  purpose,  than  to  reflect  di>honour  on  her 
measures,  in  the  eye  of  Europe.     Pride  and  revenge 
therefore  now  urged  her  to  the  utmost  exertions  of  her 
power  and  skill,  so  that  no  means  were  neglected,  no 
expense  was  spared,  to  insure  success.     Her  treasures 
were  lavishly  expended  ;  the  labour  of  the  nation  was 
exhausted  in  the  magnitude  of  the  preparations  ;  and 
her  whole  naval  and  military  force  now  appeared  di- 
rected to  the  recovery  of  that  natural  and  ancient  ap- 
pendage of  the  Crown. 

The  Duke  de  CriUon,  lately  returned  from  the  con- 
quest  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  who  had  formerly  commandi.l 
at  the  Spanish  lines  before  Gibraltar,  and  w:vs  perfectly 
acfiuaintrd  with  the  ^ituation  of  the  Garrison,  was  ap- 
pointed  to  conduct  the  military  force  to  be  employed  in 
this   arduous   and  interesting  enterprise.     With  him 
were  joined  Monsieur  d' Ar(;on  (a  French  engineer  of 
great  repute),  and  Admiral  Moreno.     The  former  bad 
projected  a  plan,  whic-h  had  met  with  the  approbation 
of  his  Most  Catholic  Majesty,  for  attacking  the  place 
with  battering-ships,  constructed  upon  such  principles 
that  thov  were  equallv  considered  as  impregnnhle  and 
incombustible  ;    and   from  the    prodigious  powers    of 
which,  little  else  was  expected  than  almost  the  annihi- 
lation  of  the  Garrison  :  the  latter  ha<l  rendered  himself 
equally  eminent  with  the  General  in  the  preceding  con- 
(piest  of  Minorca.     Under  commanders  of  such  distin- 
guished ability,  aided  by  every  combination  of  force 
Nsliich  human 'invention  could  devise,  we  need  not  in  the 
loast  wonder  at  the  iiattering  idea,  universally  formed 
by  tbf  n.ition,  of  the  event. 
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General  Eliott,  on  the  opposite  side,  unawed  by  the 
impending  storm,  provided  for  every  circumstance 
which  might  occur  :  though  surrounded  on  every  hand 
with  enemies,  and  far  distant  from  any  hopes  of  relief 
and  assistance  ;  yet  he  reposed  such  confidence  in  the 
vigorous  and  united  exertions  of  the  little  army  under 
his  command,  whom  he  had  already  found  superior  to 
the  greatest  hardships,  that  he  was  not  apprehensive  of 
trusting  the  event  to  the  decision  of  that  fortune,  which 
had  been  so  often  favourable  to  the  interests  of  the 

Garrison. 

The  24th  of  June,  the  Garrison  began  to  practise 
parapet-firing,  with  ball,  at  casks  placed  at  different 
distances  in  the  Bay.     Two  days  following,  the  ene- 
my's cannon  were  all  under  metal;  and  their  advanced 
sentries   and  guards  were  reinforced.     At  Algeziras 
they  still  continued  to  work  on  seven  ships  ;  and  in 
camp  numerous  parties  were  employed  in  landing  great 
quantities  of  stores,  and  in  ranging  ordnance,  &c.  in 
their  artillery-park.      Early  on  the  morning  of  the  27th 
the  Captain  of  the  Queen' s-lines  guard  challenged  two 
persons  who  had  api)roached  to  Forbes's  barrier  ;  one 
of  whom   finding   the)   were  observed,  cried   out  in 
French,  ''  Don't  fire !"  after  which  both  instantly  ran 
away  to\v:irds  the  lines.     In  their  retreat  one  of  them 
fell ;  and  his  cloak  coming  unfolded,  our  sentries  could 
distinguish  that  his  uniform  was  white  ;  which  circum- 
stance, added  to  that  of  their  speaking  French,  induced 
us  to  believe  they  were  officers  of  that  nation.     A  per- 
son of  distinction,  supposed  to  be  the  Duke  de  Crillon, 
on    the   30th,   visited  the  lines  and  advanced  \yorks. 
Our  artillery  fired  a  shot  over   him  and   his  suite,  to 
shew  them  that  they  were  observed.      At  night  a  s(d- 
dier  of  the  5Gth,  attempting  to  desert  from  the  Signal 
house  guard,  was  dashed  to  pieces  in  his  descent.      The 
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next  day  his  body  was  exposed  as  a  public  spectacle,  to 
intimidate  others  from  provoking  a  similar  fate. 

In  tlie  beginning  of  July,  the  tenth  ship  had  been 
in  hands  two  or  three  days ;  and  the  enemy's  artificers 
were  at  work  on  the  tops  of  those  which  were  in  the 
greatest  forwardness,  placing  strong  timbers,  in  form 
of  a  dos  cVune^  to  serve  as  bomb-proofs.  At  night  they 
raised  their  parallel  several  fascines  in  height,  and 
banked  it  up  in  fi'ont  with  sand.  Though  the  enemy's 
batteries  had  continued  silent  since  the  22d  of  June, 
the  Garrison  persevered  in  a  brisk  discharge,  directing 
their  fire  to  all  parts  of  the  lines,  as  well  as  the 
advanced  works.  The  evening  of  the  2d,  a  party  of 
the  enemv  advanced  to  Bav-side  barrier  ;  but  several 
rounds  of  grape,  which  were  fired  from  Willis's,  soon 
forced  them  to  retire.  The  succeeding  evening,  they 
again  attempted  to  take  post  there,  and  met  with  a  si- 
milar reception.  Our  navy,  under  the  direction  of  an 
engineer,  about  this  time  repaired  the  boom  of  Water- 
port,  and  sunk  anchors  in  the  shallow  water  at  the 
back  of  the  Old  mole.  The  enemy,  though  we  expect- 
ed it,  never  molested  them  in  this  duty :  indeed  they 
seemed  too  intent  upon  their  own  operations,  to  pay  at- 
tention to  any  of  ours. 

The  success  attending  our  progress  in  the  gallery 
above  Farringdon's  battery,  produced  the  idea  of  mak- 
ing a  communication  from  the  extremity  of  the  King's 
to  the  Queen's  lines  ;  and  on  the  Gth,  a  party  of  miners 
b(4;an  this  new  subterranean  pas-age.  Early  the  day 
following,  a  brig,  coming  in  from  the  west,  was  taken 
by  a  xcbeque,  and  carried  into  Algeziras.  If  the  master 
of  this  vessel  had  acted  prudently,  he  might  probably 
have  escaped.  On  his  first  aj^pearance  he  coasted  under 
French  colours  ;  but  being  abreast  of  the  Point,  and 
observing  a  felucca  standing  out  to  speak  hhn,  he  hoisi- 
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ed  British,  and  fired  a  shot.  This  circumstance  spread 
the  alarm  :  four  or  five  gun-boats  immediately  rowed 
out,  and  opposed  her  passage,  till  a  xebeque  came  up 
and  ran  her  aboard. 

The  afternoon  of  tiie  Ibth,  an  extraordinary  instance 
of  gallantry  and  prcK-nce  of  mind  occiu-red  at  the  labo- 
ratory adjoining  the  South  bastion.      An  artillery-man 
(named  Hartley)  was  employed  in  the  laboratory,  filling 
sliells  with  carcass  composition,  and  driving  fuses  into 
five  and  a  half  and  >ix-inch  shells  :  one  of  them,  by 
some  unaccountable  accident,  took  fire  in  the  operation  ; 
an<l  although  he  was  surrounded  with  unfixed  fuses, 
loaded  shells,  composition,  &c.  with  the  most  astonish- 
ing coolness  he  carried  out  the  lighted  shell,  and  threw 
it  where  it  could  dt)  little  or  no  harm  ;  and  two  seconds 
had  scarcely  elapsed  before  it  disploded.     If  the  shell 
had  burst  in  the  laboratory,  it  is  almost  certain  the 
wliole  w  ould  have  been  blown  up  ;  when  the  loss  in  fix- 
ed ammunition,  fuses,  8:c.  &c.   would  have  been  irre- 
parable, exclusive  of  the  damage  which  the  fortifications 
would  have  suftercd  from  the  explosion,  and  the  lives 
that  might  have  been  lost.     He  was  handsomely  re- 
warded by  the  Govtrnor.     The  night  of  the  10th,  a 
soldier  of  De  la  jSIotte's,  who  had  been  missing  from 
the  5th,  was  discovered  by  the  quarter-guard  of  that 
reuiment  -tealing  bread  from  the  men's  tents  :  he  was 
instantly  pur^ued,  but  could  not  be  overtaken  :  the  next 
dav  however  he  was  found  concealed  in  a  cave.     Two 
others  had  al.-o  been  retaken  within  a  few  preceding 
davs.     Such  attention  had  been  paid  to  scarping  the 
back  of  the  rock,  that  it  was  little  ^^hort  of  madness  in 
these  wretches,  at  this  period,  to  attempt  desertion. 

Some  ex^icriments  Mere  made,  in  the  beginning  of 
this  month,  with  large  stones,  cut  to  fit  the  calibre  of  a 
thirtcen-inch  mortar.     The  stones  had  a  small  hole 
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(lrillc<l  in  the  contre,  wliich  being  filled  with  a  sufTicient 
quantity  of  powder,  they  wort;  fired  with  a  short  fuse, 
to  burst  over  the  enemy's  works ;  and  the  frag-monts 
were  expected  to  do  some  damage,  as  well  as  alarm 
their  workmen.  It  was  an  unusual  mode  of  annovanee, 
and  for  its  novelty  was  used  for  some  time,  but  was 
soon  laid  aside.  The  1  Ith  in  the  afternoon,  four  sailors, 
under  pretence  of  vi<itin<;  some  fishinuf-pots,  deserted 
to  the  enemv.  Two  of  them  were  concerned  in  the 
conspiracy  to  run  away  with  th.e  Speedwell  cutter,  as 
mentioned,  some  months  before.  The  followinpf  even- 
inir,  a  Serjeant  of  the  7-d  regiment,  who  had  absented 
himself  several  days  from  his  corps,  and  who,  previous 
to  his  absence,  had  left  a  letter  signifying  his  intention 
to  desert,  was  retaken  half-way  down  the  rock,  between 
Charles  tlie  Vth's  wall  and  Mount  Misery.  He  was 
so  situated  as  to  be  unable  to  descend  or  return,  and 
was  at  length  obliged  to  cry  for  assistance  ;  which 
being  heard  by  the  guard  at  the  former  post,  search  was 
made  for  the  unhapjjy  man,  and  he  was  afterwards 
executed. 

A  deserter  from  the  regiment  of  Hechart  came  in  on 
the  14th  :  he  acquainted  us,  that  the  Duke  de  Crillon 
liad  assumed  the  command  of  the  siege,  and  that  Gene- 
ral Don  Alvarez  had  quitted  the  camp  ;  that  the  com- 
bined army  consisted  of  forty-five  battalions  of  infan- 
try, including  eight  French  battalions,  two  battalions  of 
Spanish,  and  four  companies  of  French  artillery,  besides 
cavalry ;  but,  owing  to  desertion,  their  numbers  was 
considerably  diminished.  The  battering-ships,  he  ^aid, 
were  to  have  on  board  French  artillery  ;  audit  was  re- 
ported they  would  be  completed  in  about  six  weeks,  the 
time  we  had  calculated  ourselves,  from  observations  on 
tlieir  pi-ogress.  About  this  period,  additional  forges 
for  heatirig  <hots  were  established  in  different  parts  of 
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the  Garrison,  with  all  the  proper  ajipaialus.    The  loth, 
the  enemy  laid  a  boom  of  spars  from  the  breakers  north 
of  the  island  at    Algeziras   towards  the  northward : 
some  few  davs  afterwards  it  was  consi<lerably  length- 
ened, and  the  gim-boats  were  ranged  in  front  of  it  :  a 
boom  was  also  placed  between  the  island  and  the  mam 
land.      We  concluded  these  obstructions  were  intended 
to  defend  their  battering-ships  from  any  attempts  we 
might  make  (1>efore  tbey  were  completed)  to  destroy 
them.      The  same  day  an  embrasure  was  opened  in  the 
face  of  the  rock,  communicating  with  the  gallery  above 
Farringdon's :  the  mine  was  loade<l  with  an  unusual 
cpiantity  of  powder,  and  the  explosion  was  so  amazingly 
loud,  that  almost  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  camp  turned 
out  at  the  report :  but  what  must  their  surprise  be, 
when  they  observed  whence  the  smoke  issued !— The 
onginal  intention  of  this  opening  was  to  communicate 
air'^to  the  workmen,  who  before  were  almost  suffocated 
with  the  smoke  which  remained  after  blowing  the  dif- 
ferent mines  ;  l)ut   on  examining  the  aperture  more 
closelv,  an  idea  was  conceived  of  mounting  a  gun   to 
bear  on  all  the  enemy's  batteries,  except   Fort  Bar- 
bara :   accordingly   orders  were  given  to  enlarge  the 
inner  part  of  the  recoil  ;  an<l,  when  finished,  a  twcnty- 
four-pounder  was  mounted.* 

*  This  work  was  prosecuted  with  such  success,  that  four, 
if  not  five  guns  were  mounted  in  the  Gallery,  before  the 
subse<iuent  September :  and  in  a  little  more  than  twelve 
months  from  the  day  the  Engineers  commenced,  it  was 
advanced  to  the  projection  of  the  Rock,  where  the  Gover- 
nor purposed  to  make  a  battery  ;  which  afterwards  was  ef- 
fected, and  is  now  distinguished  by  the  name  of  St. 
George's  Hall.  As  this  wonderful  work  was  not  however 
fmiHhed  during  the  Author's  residence  in  Gibraltar,  he  will 
not  pretend  to  nv.-  tli.  Header  any  farther  particulars  con- 
ccrninir  it. 
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The  18th,  a  soldier  of  the  56th  regiment,  who  had 
escaped  from  the  quarter-guard  some  days  before,  and 
who,  it  is  imagined,  had  endeavoured  to  desert,  sur- 
rendered himself  voluntarily  to  the  main  guard.  One 
of  the  58th,  and  another  of  the  97th  regiment,  had  got 
off  in  the  former  part  of  the  month  :  the  discourage- 
ment, however,  which  had  of  late  attended  these  delutl- 
ed  wretches,  we  were  in  hopes  would  now  deter  others 
from  attempting  to  al>andon  their  colours  at  this  critical 

jimctiire. 

Our  artillery,  as  the  firing  was  very  inconsiderable, 
were  now  chiefly  engaged  in  preparing  shells  and  car- 
casses to  be  used  against  the  enemy's  ships.  The 
engineers  were  also  equally  indefatigable  in  their  de- 
partment. On  the  part  of  the  besiegers,  niidtitudes 
of  mules  w  ere  constantly  employed  in  different  duties 
in  their  camp,  and  large  parties  continued  to  land  mili- 
tary stores  and  powder  at  the  Orange-grove.  The 
25th,  the  St.  Philips  Castle  and  Hector  cutter  arrived 
from  the  eastward,  and  communicated  the  agreeable 
news  of  the  entire  defeat  of  the  French  fleet  in  the 
West-Indies,  by  Admiral  Sir  George  Rodney,  with  the 
capture  of  the  Ville  de  Paris,  and  the  French  Admiral 
the  Count  de  Grasse.  In  consequence  of  this  victory, 
a  grand  salute  was  fired  at  noon  ;  and  in  the  evening 
Sifeu-de-joie,  by  the  troops  drawn  up  from  the  Grand 
battery  to  the  new-mole  fort.  Signor  Leonetti,  nephew 
to  Pascal  Paoli,  the  celebrated  Corsican  General,  w  ith 
two  officers,  a  chaplain,  and  sixty-eight  volunteers, 
came  as  passengers  in  these  vessels,  to  offer  their  ser- 
vices to  the  Governor.  In  the  course  of  the  same  day, 
our  Engineers  began  to  fix  a  chevmti-de-frise  from  the 
foot  of  Landport  Glacis,  adjoining  Waterport,  to  the 
sloping  pali-ades  on  the  causewny  :  and  thence  to  be 
continued  across  the  Inundrition  to  the  advanced  covert- 
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^av  leading  to  lower  Forbes's  barrier.  The  enemy 
did  not  molest  the  party  on  this  duty  ;  which  to  us  ap- 
peared  very  extraordinary. 

A  boat  arrived,  on  the  26th,  with  two  paclvcts  from 
Faro  which  mentioned  that  the  enemy's  preparations 
for  the  attack  would  be  complete  by  the  middle  of 
August,  and  that  all  the  boats  along  the  coast  m  the 
vicinity    of  Cadiz   were  already  engaged  to   embark 
troopsVor  the  expedition.      A  private   letter  by  this 
bolt  irave  us  some  general  information  of  the  immense 
preparations  which  were  making,  and  some  idea  of  the 
constructi.m  of  the  new  invente.l  vessels,  which  had 
inspired  the  enemy  with  such  confidence  of  success. 
It  recited,  "  That  ten  ships  were  to  be  fortified  six  or 
''  seven  fJct  thick,  on  the  larlmard  side,  with  green 
'^timber  bolted  with  iron,  cork,  junk,  and  raw  hides  ; 
'^  which  were  to  carry  guns  of  heavy  metal,  and  be 
*'  bomb-proof  on  the  top,  with  a  descent  for  the  shells 
"  to  slide  off:  that  these  vessels,  which  they  supposed 
*' would  be  impregnable,   were  to  be  moored  within 
"  half  gun-shot  of  the  walls  with  iron  chains  ;  and  large 
*'  boats  with  mantlets  were  to  lie  off  at  some  distance, 
"  full  of  troops,  to  assist,  and  be  ready  to  take  advan- 
"  tacre  of  occurrences  :  that  the  mantlets  of  these  boats 
*^  were  to  be  formed  with  hinges  to  fall  down,  to  facili- 
"  tate  their  landing  :  that  they  were  to  have  forty  thou- 
"  sand  men  in  camp,  and  the  princii)al  attack  was  to  be 
"  made  bv  sea,  to  be  covered  by  a  squa.lron  of  men  of 
"  wLr  wi'th  bomb-ketches,  floating-batteries,  gun  and 
*^   mortar  boats,   &c.   and   that   the   Count   d'Artois, 
*^  brother  to  the  King  of  France,  with  other  great  per- 
"  sonages.  was  to  be  present  at  the  attack." 

Towards  the  conclusion  of  the  month,  our  attention 
wa.s  engaged  for  several  nights  successively  by  a  great 
noise  on  the  Isthmus,  like  that  of  a  large  body  of  men 
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at  work :  a  few  light  balls  were  tlirown  in  iliftorent 
parts,  to  discover  whence  It  procoedod  ;  but  wo  could 
never  discern  any  men,  except  their  pat  roles  :  it  was 
therefore  imagined  these  parties  were  en)ph)}ed  within 
the  lines.  The  29th,  the  wooden  buildinj^s  in  the  navy- 
yard,  at  the  New  mule,  were  taken  down,  and  removed 
to  Rosia,  where  they  were  afterwards  re-established  on 
an  enlargeil  plan.  As  the  comnmnications  along  tlie 
line-wall,  &c.  to  the  northward,  were  expected  to  be 
much  exposed  to  the,  enemy's  fire  when  the  ships  were 
I'rouirht  before  the  walls,  the  engineers,  about  this  time, 
began  a  covert-way  along  the  rami)art,  from  Orange's 
bastion  to  the  Grand  parade,  and  thence  to  be  continu- 
ed to  Southport  :  this  was  done  by  clearing  away  the 
rubbi.'ih  from  the  old  houses  immediatt'ly  un<ler  the 
works,  and  filling  others  up,  which  also  served  as  tra- 
verses against  the  Land-batteries.  Another  covert- 
way  was  likewise  made,  to  communicate  from  the  Prin- 
cess of  Wales's  lines  with  the  South  barracks.  The 
31st,  upwards  of  a  hundred  covered  waggons  came  to 
the  enemy's  lines  from  the  camp,  supposed  to  be  laden 
with  ammunition  and  stores  for  the  batteries. 

Appearances  became  daily  more  im])ortant,  in  the 
month  of  August.  The  enemy's  artificers  were  re- 
markably diligent  at  Algcziras,  and  the  cruisers  >)ccamo 
more  attentive  to  the  blockade.  They  were  particularly 
suspicious  of  every  vessel  that  came  in  siglit  from  the 
west ;  and  the  gun-boats  were  stationed  out  as  night- 
cruisers  ;  which  probably  was  the  reason  why  we  had 
not  been  for  some  time  visited  by  them.  In  their  camp 
every  person  seemed  employed  ;  and  the  dc}  ots  of  fas- 
cines and  pickets  were  very  considerable,  notwilh>tan(l- 
ing  the  quantities  continuidly  removed  to  the  lines. 
Nor  were  we  less  active  in  taking  ad\  antage  of  this 
interval  :  larg.'  and  lofty  traverses  were  raiseil  along 
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the  line-wall ;  new  comnumications  were  made  at  Wil- 
lis's ;  the  flank  of  the  Princess  Anne's  battery  was  re- 
built, and  heavy  metal  mounted,  to  bear  over  Water- 
port.  The  4th,  the  Corsican  Volunteers  were  formed 
into  an  independent  corps,  under  Signor  Leonetti,  who 
was  appointed  Captain  Commandant.  The  company 
consisted  of  a  Captain,  and  Captain  Lieutenant,  First 
and  Second  Lieutenants,  one  Adjutant,  one  Chaplain, 
four  Sei-jeants,  f.ur  Corporals,  two  Drummers,  and 
sixtv-ei"-ht  Privates.  They  were  armed  with  a  fire-lock 
and' bayonet,  each  a  horse-pistol  slung  on  the  left  side, 
and  two  cartridge-boxes.  The  Governor  rpiartered 
them  on    Windmill-hill,    and  committed  that   post  to 

their  charge. 

As  the  completing  of  the  subterranean  communi- 
cation from  the  King's  to  the  Queen's  lines  appeared 
(from  the  difficulty  at  that  time  attending  the  reinforc- 
ing of  the  latter,  in  case  of  an  alarm)  to  be  an  object 
of'great  importance,  the  Governor,  on  the  5th,  ordercnl 
all  the  miners  in  the  diff*erent  regiments  into  the  King's 
works,  to  prosecute  it  with  greater  diligence,  and  as.sist 
in  the  gallery  above  Farringdon's,  which  now  extended 
a  hundred  and  forty  feet  in  the  solid  rock.  The  same 
(lav,  the  enemy  removed  the  old  masts  out  of  several 
of\he  battering-ships,  substituting  jury-masts  in  their 
places.  Three  hulls  now  ai)peared  nearly  finished. 
The  evening  of  the  Gth,  the  Governor  thought  proper 
to  detach  a  trusty  serjeant,  with  four  men,  from  Lnnd- 
port,  to  a  recess  in  the  rock  under  the  Queen's  lines, 
near  Lower  Forbes' s,  with  orders  to  advance  a  sentry 
to  the  barrier,  who  was  to  listen  attentively  to  what 
was  transiicting  upon  the  neutral  ground  ;  but  by  no 
means  to  fire,  except  in  his  own  defence.  This  parly 
was  to  withdraw  at  the  grey  of  the  mornir.--.  that  t^.y 
might  not  be  ob  crved  by  the  enemy. 
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The  7th,  came  in  a  deserter  who  had  hcoii  forinerly 
in  our  .service  at  Minorca.     Hi'  swam  from  hehind  Fort 
Barbara,  and  hmded  at  the  Devil's  tower  ;  near  which 
place  he  met  a  patrole  of  cavah-y,  Imt,  throwing  himsi.lf 
on  the  groun<l,  was  not  observed.      He  said  the  Duke 
was  resolved  to  fire  the  '25th  instant  ;  and  from  the  pro- 
digious number  of  mortars  mounted  in  the  lines,  reports 
were  industriously  propagated  in  the  camp,  that  our 
ordnance  would  soon  be  silenced  by  their  superior  fire, 
and  the  batteries  beaten  to  powder.      He   farther  ac- 
quainted us,  that  there  were  thirty-four  thousand  men 
in  camp,  and  but  little  intercourse  between  the  Span- 
iards and  their  Allies,  who  were  principally  new  levies, 
and  very  little  di>cii)lined  ;  concluding  w  ith  a  confirma- 
tion of  the  last  intelligence,  that  the  soldiers  in  general 
so  disrelished  the  Inisiness,  that  many  daily  «leserted 
with  their  arms  into  the  country.      We  continued  to 
fire  a  few  liy-ht  balls  at  night,  for  fear  the  enemy  should 
make  any  addition  to  their  advanced  works,  whieb,  from 
the  immense  quantity  of  materials  brought  to  the  lines, 
we  suspected  would  be  connnenced  very  soon  ;  and  as 
it  was  ai)i)rehended  their  advances  would  be  made  to 
the  eastw  ard,  the  guns  at  Willis's  and  the  heights  bear- 
ing towards  that  quarter,  were  loaded  with  grape,  to 
be  more  efl^ectual  in  the  execution,  in  case  they  were 
discovered.      On  the   11th,  the  ''id  regiment,   whirh 
was  quartered  in  the  bastions  in  town,  independent  of 
their  quota  towards  the  other  duties  of  the   Garrison, 
voluntarily  offered  to  assist  in  making  the  new  covered- 
way  from  the  Grand  para«le  to  Orange's  ])astion  ;  and 
a  hundred  (.f  them  were  immediately  employed.      The 
Governor,  however,  as  a  compensation  for  their  zeal, 
ordered  them  to  be  paid  as  real-men,  (that  is,  to  receive 
two  reals  each  per  day  ;  w  hich  is  e<pial,  at  par,  to  about 
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Od.  sterling)  with  the  addition,  to  each  man,  of  a  pint 

of  grog. 

The  enemy,  on  the  13th,  got  up  the  masts  and  yards 
in  several  ships,  and  bent  the  sails  of  two  :  but  from 
the  a])pearance  of  the  whole,  we  did  not  think  they 
could  be  finished  bv  the  25th.  Some  few  days  before, 
they  lined  the  upper  port-hob  s  of  the  two-deckers  with 
tin  ;  to  protect,  as  we  imagined,  the  cheeks  of  the  ports 
from  being  burnt  by  the  constant  firing  of  the  cannon. 
In  the  evening,  the  97th  regiment  furnished,  for  the 
first  time,  a  working  parly  of  a  hundred  and  twenty 
men,  to  remove  ship-timbers  from  the  Now  mole,  to 
Montague's  bastion,  where  the  engineers  intended  to 
erect  a  cavalier  for  two  guns. 

About  this  time,  a  species  of  influenza  made  its  ap- 
pearance on  board  the  frigates  in  the  ^lole,  and  soon 
comnumicated  with  the  Garrison.  Its  general  symp- 
toms were  sudden  pains,  accompanied  with  dizziness  in 
the  head ;  though  others  were  aftected  in  a  difterent 
manner.  For  several  days  near  a  hundred  men  were 
daily  taken  to  the  hospital ;  but  bleeding,  and  a  night's 
rest,  usually  removed  it.  It  was  attributed,  at  that 
time,  to  the  extraordinary  heat  of  the  atmosphere, 
which  was  unusually  warm,  owing  to  the  prodigious 
fires  made  by  the  Spaniards  on  the  neighbouring  hills, 
and  the  stagnant  state  of  the  air :  but  we  have  since 
learned  that  it  was  universal  over  Europe  ;  and  we  had 
reason,  at  that  time,  to  think  the  enemy  were  not  less 

affected  by  it. 

A  General  officer,  supposed  to  be  the  Duke,  visited, 
on  the  15th,  the  advanced  works  ;  which,  we  after- 
wards supposed,  was  to  reconnoitre  the  ground,  previ- 
ous to  entering  upon  the  succeeding  additions  which 
were  made  to  the  parallel ;  for  the  subsequent  morn- 
ing  at  day-break,  to  our  great  astonishment,  we  disco- 
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vcreJ  that  they  had  raised,  during  the  preceding'  night, 
a  very  strong  and  lofty  epaulement,  in  extent  ahoutfive 
hundred  yards,  connecting  th    parallel  to  the  eastern 
breach,  \vith  a  communication,  near  a  thousand  three 
hundred  jards  long,  extending  from  the  principal  bar- 
rier of  the  linfcs  to  the  east  end  of  the  epaulement. 
Their  works  now  embraced  each  shore  of  the  isthmus, 
and  fully  completed  the  first  parallel.     The  communi- 
cation, or  boi/ait  (as  it  was  distinguished  by  our  engin- 
eers), consisted  of  casks  filled  with  sand,   which  was 
also  thrown  up  in  front,  having  traverses  at  equal  dis- 
tances in  the  rear,  made  of  casks  and  fascines  :  but  the 
epaulement  appeared  to  be  raised  entirely  with  sand- 
bags, from  ten  to  twelve  feet  high,   with  a  thickness 
proportionable  ;  and  altogether  was  a  most  stupendous 
work.     Its   purpose,   however,   was  not   immediately 
pointed  out.     To  erect  these  new  adtlitiuns  in  so  short 
a  time,  we  computed,  at  a  moderate  calculation,  must 
have  emjdoyed  ten  thousand  men  ;  which  was  after- 
wards confirmed  to  us  by  their  officers  ;  and  for  so  nu- 
merous  a  party  to  be  at  work  within  eight  hundred 
yards  of  the  Garrison,  and  not  be  discovered,  mu-st  ap- 
pear to  a  person  not  present,  almost  incredible.     Wu 
threw  a  few  light  balls  whilst  they  were  at  work,   one 
of  which,  we  afterwards  learned,  greatly  alarmed  them  ; 
but,  finding  they  were  not  discovered,  they  resumed 
their  occui)ation,  and  withdrew  in  the  morning  unob- 
served.    The  Spanish  gazette  described  this  parallel 
as  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  toises*  in  length  ;  and 
iidded,  that  a  million  six  hnntlred  thousand  simd-bags 
were  used  in  raising  it.     The  communication  it  men- 
tiimed  to  have  been  in  length  six  hundred  and  thirty 
toiies,  and  formed  of  fascines  and  casks.     Tlie  Gover- 

*  A  \r\tc  ib  ccpial  to  our  f>«'-'-!>^  kc  ^iv  f<'<'t. 
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nor  at  night  did  not  order  an  increase  of  firmg  on  the 
new  works  :  a  few  rounds  were  discharged  with  seve- 
ral carcasses  and  light  balls ;  but  the  latter  were 
almost  immediately  extinguished. 

The  night  of  the  17th,  the  enemy  brought  a  great 
number  of  casks,  pickets,  and  fascines,  to  the  rear  of 
the  eastern  communication,  which  was  raised  some  1 1- 
tle  near  the  barrier.  They  also  erected  three  epau  e- 
ments  with  shoulders  of  sand-bags,  for  n^o^tar-batte- 
ries  in  the  parallel.  Two  were  to  the  westward,  and 
the  third  to  the  eastward  of  the  Mahon  battery 

The  morning  of  the  18th,  we  observed  one  of  the 
battering-ships  at  anchor  off  Barcelo's  battery.      Abo.^ 
noon,  the  men  of  war  at  Algeziras  were  decorated  with 
flac^s  as  was  customary  on  the  celebration  of  a  fe.st.val 
and  \vhat  did  not  escape  our  observation,  the  English 
^ntn  was  at  the  main-top-gallunt  mast-head  of  the 
Admiral's  ship,  with  the  Spanish  ensign  flving  trium- 
phantlv  over  i\.     Soon  after,  seven  barges  with  crim- 
Ion   awnings  rowed  from   Algeziras  to  the   Oi-ange- 
crove  where  they  received  on  board  some  KJ'^'-'^t  per- 
foZk  ana  returned  to  Algeziras,  escorted  by  fifteen 
Z  -boats,    which  repeatedly  fired  salutes,  as  did    he 
men  of  wir  :  on  their  return  amongst  the  shipping,  the 
batterin-ships  hoisted  their  ensigns,  and  salutes  were 
Sn  fi-^  ^> '  the  men  of  war.     The  barges  then  pro- 
';^  Ted  to  th^  battering-ship  which  was  anchored  apav 

f  om  the  rest,  where  they  --j-^ /^d  T  klute 
' ,  ^.i/iffin.r  i\\o  shin    she  tireu  a  saiun. 
nn  the  comiianv  s  quitting  xnt  muij,  . ,     ,,        *  i 

n^      A1,o  >t  throe,  the  l.atterin-slup  ^ot  under  way 
I    aied  to  the  northward,  past  tl>e  flag-.h.p :  sho 
:    l.    ourcd  to  .ail  hack,  but  h.  vah, ;  and  was  obhged 
t„  ho  t««od  to  her  station,  hv  ton  gun-hoat>.     At  siv 
M.  throe  barges  only  rott.rncd  from  tho  Span,sh 
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Admiral  to  the  Orange-grove,  and  wore  saluted  and 
reconducted  with  the  same  ceremony  as  hefore.  We 
now  imagined  that  the  Count  d'ArtJis  was  arrived,  and 
these  compliments  were  paid  in  consequence  of  his  din- 
ing with  the  Spanish  Admiral.  Our  firing  at  night 
was  very  hrisk.  The  succeeding  morning  we  perceived 
that  the  enemy  had  constructed  nine  traverses  adjoin- 
ing the  eastern  part  of  the  epaulement,  and  had  raised 
the  boyau  with  fascines.  The  epaulement  for  another 
mortar  battery  was  likewise  erectetl  in  the  parallel  oppo- 
site the  Centre  redoubt.  At  night  the  enemy  were 
hear<l  hard  at  work  :  our  tiring  Mas  consequently  in- 
creased by  the  addition  of  the  lower  batteries  :  the  ene- 
my did  not  return  a  shot. 

On  the  19th,  a  small  magazine  blew  up  in  the  ene- 
my's camp,  near  Buena- Vista,  which  set  a  hut  on  fire. 
About  noon,  a  flag  of  truce  came  from  the  Duke  ;  the 
officer  appeared  to  be  a  person  of  rank,  jis  the  boat  had 
a  crimson  awning,  and  the  rowers  were  in  uniforms. 
After  passing  and  repassing  several  times,  our  boat  re- 
turned  with  a  present  from  the  Duke  to  the  Gover- 
nor, of  ice,  fruit,  vegetables,  &c.  The  otficers  inform- 
ed  us  that  the  salutes  fired  the  preceding  day,  were  in 
compliment  to  the  Count  d' Artois,  &e.  The  following 
was  handed  about  as  a  genuine  translation  of  the  Duke's 
letter  on  this  occasion  ;  therefore,  without  vouching 
for  its  auth(^ntieity,  it  is  here  inserted,  to  gratify  the 
curiositv  of  the  reader. 


a 


Sir, 


Ciujip  of  Biienu-Vista,  \dth  of  August,    1782. 


''  His  Royal  Highness  Count  d'Artois,  who 
''  has  received  perini.^sion  from  the  King  his  brother 
'•  to  assist  at  the  siege,  as  a  volunteer  in  the  Combined 
^-  Army,  of  which  their  Most  Christian  and  Catholic 
''  Majesties  have  honoured  xne  with  the  command,  ar- 
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'•  rived  in  this  camp  the  loth  instant.     This   young 
*'  Prince  has  been  pleased,  in  passing  through  Madrid, 
*'  to  take  charge  of  some  letters  which  had  been  sent 
*^  to  that  capital  from  this  place,  and  which  are  ad- 
"  dressed  to  persons  belonging  to  your  Garrison  :  his 
*'  royal   Highness  has  desired  that    I  would  transmit 
"  them  to  you,  and  that  to  this  mark  of  his  goodness 
"  and  attention,  I  should  add  the  strongest  expressions 
"  of  esteem  for  your  person  and  character.      I  feel  the 
"  greatest  pleasure  in  giving  this  mark  of  condescen- 
"  sion  in  this  august  Prince,  as  it  furnishes  me  with  a 
"  pretext,   which    1  have  been  anxiously  looking  for 
''  these  two  months  that  I  have  been  in  camp,  to  as- 
"  sure  vou  of  the  highest  esteem  I  have  conceived  for 
*'  your  Excellency,  of  the  sincerest  desire  I  feel  of  de- 
*'  serving  yours,  and  of  the  pleasure  to  which  I  look 
''  f(.rward  of  becoming  your  friend,  after  I  shall  have 
"  learned  to  render  myself  worthy  of  the  honour,  by 
'-'-  facing  you  as  an  enemy.      His  Highness  the  Duke  de 
"  Bourl)on,   who  arrived  here  twenty-four  hours  after 
"  the  Count  d'Artois,  desires  also  that  1  should  assure 
"  you  of  his  particular  esteem. 

"  Permit  me.  Sir,  to  offer  a  few  trifles  for  your  ta- 
''  ble,  of  which  I  am  sure  you  must  stand  in  need,  as  I 
''  know  you  live  entirely  upon  vegetables  ;  I  should  be 
"  triad  to  know  what  kind  you  like  best.  I  shall  add  a 
''^ew  game  for  the  Gentlemen  of  your  household,  and 
*•  some  ice,  which  I  presume  will  not  be  disagreeable 
'*  in  the  excessive  heat  of  this  climate  at  this  season 
''  of  the  year.  I  hope  you  will  be  obliging  enough  to 
*'  accept  the   small  portion    which    I   send  with  this 

''  letter. 

*'  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

'•'-  B.  B.  Due  DK  Crillox. 
"  His  Excellency  General  Eliott,  ^'C." 
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The  l)arge  which  hi  ought  the  letter  and  prefsent, 
ranged  at  a  short  distance  along  the  town,  from  off  the 
Old-mole  head  to  Ragged-staff,  where  she  was  stopped 
by  our  Hag ;  l)ut  being  thought   rather  too  near,  as 
thev  might  thence  make  what  observations  they  chose 
on  our  batteries,  a  shot  was  fired  over  her  from  the 
Kt'pulse  prame :  upon  which  she  rowetl  further  out  in 
the  Bay,  and  waited  at  a  considerable  distance  for  the  re- 
turn of  om-  flag.  The  night  of  the  1 9th,  the  enemy  raised 
the  semicircular  parapet  of  the  place  darmcs  joinin- 
the  east  flank  of  the  St.   Carlos's  battery,  with  sand- 
bags eight  or  nine  feet  high,  apparently  for  a  battery  : 
they  also  made  some  considerable  additions  to  the  eas- 
tern works.      The  day  following,  a  flag  of  truce  went 
from  the  Garrison  with  an  answer  to  the  Duke's  polite 
letter  of  the  preceding  day  :  the  Governor's  letter  was 
reported  to  be  to  the  following  purport. 

Gibraltar^  Augmt  the  20tlt,  1782. 

''  Sir, 

"  I  find  myself  highly  honoured  by  your  obliging  let- 
"  ter  of  yesterday,  in  which  y(nir  Excellency  was  so 
^'  kind  as  to  inform  me  of  the  arrival  in  your  camp  of 
''  his  Royal  Highness  the  Count  d'Artois,and  the  Duke 
*■'  de  Bourbon,  to  serve   as  volunteers   at  the   siege. 
*'  These  Princes  have  shewn  their  judgment  in  mak. 
'*-  ing  choice  of  a  master  in  the  art  of  war,  whose  abi- 
"  lities  cannot  fail  to  form  great  warriors.     I  am  over- 
"  powered  with  the  condescension  of  his  Royal  Highness, 
k*  in  suffering  some  letters  for  persons  in  this  town  to 
''  be  conveyed  from  Madrid  in  his  carriages.     I  flatter 
•'  myself  that  your  Excellency  will  give  my  most  pro- 
''  found  respect  to  his  Royal  Highness,  and  to  the  Duk^ 
^-  de  Bourbon,  for  the  expressions  of  esteem  with  which 
*•  thev  have  been   pleased  to  honour  so  insignificant  a 
"'  person  as  I  am. 


li 


•  i  return  a  thousand  thanks  to  your  Excellency  for 
''  your  handsome  present  of  fruits,  vegetables,  and 
''  game.  You  will  excuse  me  howevt?r,  I  trust, 
''  when  I  assure  you,  that  in  accepting  your  present  I 
''  have  broken  through  a  resolution  to  which  I  had 
''  faithfully  adhered  since  the  beginning  of  the  war : 
''  and  that  \\as,  never  to  receive  or  procure,  by  any 
''  means  whatever,  any  provisions  or  other  commodity 
'-  for  my  own  private  use:  so  that,  without  any  pre- 
''  ference,  every  thing  is  sold  publicly  here ;  and  the 
"  private  soldier,  if  he  have  money,  can  become  a  pur- 
"•  chaser,  as  well  as  the  Governor.  I  confess,  I  make 
''  it  a  point  of  honour  to  partake  both  of  plenty  and 
''  scarcity  in  common  with  the  lowest  of  my  brave  fel- 
"  low  soldiers.  This  furnishes  me  with  an  excuse  for 
''  the  liberty  I  now  take,  of  entreating  your  Excellency 
♦'  not  to  heap  on  me  any  more  favours  of  this  kind,  as 
''  in  future  I  cannot  convert  your  presents  to  my  own 
''  private  use.  Indeed,  to  be  plain  with  your  Excel- 
''  lency,  though  vegetables  at  this  season  are  scarce 
''  with  us,  every  man  has  got  a  quantity  proportioned 
''  to  the  labour  which  he  has  bestowed  in  raising  them. 
"  The  English  are  naturally  fond  of  gardening  and 
''  cultivation  ;  and  here  we  find  our  amusement  in  it, 
''  during  the  intervals  of  rest  from  public  duty.  The 
"  promise  wliich  the  Duke  de  Crillon  makes,  of 
''  honouring  me  in  proper  time  and  place  with  his 
'*  friendship,  lays  me  under  infinite  obligations.  The 
"  interest  of  our  Sovereigns  being  once  solidly  settled, 
''  I  shall  with  eagerness  embrace  the  first  opportunity 
'•'  to  avail  myself  of  >o  precious  a  treasure. 

"•  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

"  G.  A.  Eliott. 
''  y//>-  F>(rUcvrij  the  DuKi:  nn  Ckim.on,  V<  ." 
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Our  artillery,  on  the  night  of  the  20th,  fired  with 
great  vivacity  from  the  upper  and  lower  hatteries,  in 
all  directions  ;  for  the  ohjects  now  were  so  divided,  the 
parallel  heing  upwards  of  half  a  mile  in  extent,  that 
we  could  not  ahvavs  be  certain  where  thev  were  em- 
ployed.     In  the  morning  we  found  they  had  raised 
the  boyau,  and  made  some  alterations  in  the  Western 
works.     The  enemy's  operations  were  not  now  carried 
on  in  the  same  slow  manner  as  formerly :  the  Duke 
seemed  determined  to  act  with  vigour,  and  astonish  us 
by  the  rapidity  with  which  he  raised  his  batteries.     His 
army  was  numerous,  and  his  orders  (if  we  may  credit 
report)  with  respect  to  materials,  unlimited.     Every 
exertion  was  therefore  used  to  complete  them  with  ex- 
pedition.    Whilst  our  opponents  were  so  active,  we 
were  not  on  our  parts  indolent,  or  inattentive  to  the 
defence  of  the  Garrison.     Tho  late  additions  of  the  ene- 
mv  made  considerable  alterations  necessarv  in  the  works 
at  Willis's,  &c.     Our  parties  were  therefore  augment- 
ed, and  emi)l()yed  in  strengthening  the  communications, 
repairing  the  splinter-proofs,  and  on  other  important 
duties  of  the  same  nature.     Green's  lodge  and  the 
Koyal  battery  were  ordered  to  be  caissoned  with   ship- 
timber  :  the  intrenched  covert-way  from  the   Princess 
of  Wales's  lines  was  continued,   and  sloping  palisades 
placed  under  those  parts  of  the  line-wall,  from  the 
Eight-gun  bastion  to  the  New  mole,  which  were  not 
well  flanked  from  above.      A  boom  of  masts  was  like- 
wise laid  from  the  former  to  th(!  head  of  the  watering- 
tank,  and  anchors  sunk  in  the  shallow  water  between 
that  Bastion  and  Ragged-stati'. 

The  afternoon  of  the  21.st  a  carcass  from  Willis's  set 
fire  to  some  loose  fascines  in  the  rear  of  the  Eastern 
boyau,  which  soon  communicated  to  the  work  itself; 
and  the  line  for  a  consideralde  extent  was  involved  in 
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the  flames.     On  the  appearance  of  the  smoke  our  lower 
batteries  immediately  opened,  and  a  most  animated  can- 
nonade was  directed  from  the  Garrison.     A  party  of 
the   enemy   endeavoured  to  extinguish  the  fire;  but 
finding  their  efforts  to  stop  its  progress  in  vain,   they 
gallantly  pulled  down  the  line  on  each  side,  to  prevent 
the  flames  from  spreading  ;  which  they  at  length  effect- 
ed, but  not  without  considerable  loss  from  our  artillery. 
For  some  time  we  imagined  the  enemy  would  remain 
silent  spectators  of  the  conflagration  :  but  an  officer 
arriving  at  the  lines  about  six  o'clock,  their  batteries 
instantly  returned  the  fire,  seconded  soon  after  by  the 
new  thirteen-gun  battery  near  the  Tower  :  the  latter, 
however,  after  four  or  five  discharges,  was  silenced  by 
the  Old-mole-head  howitzers.      Our  fire  was  so  brisk, 
and  so  well  served,  that  it  exceeded  theirs  by  four  to 
one.     About  half  past  seven  the  flames  burnt  out ;  and 
our  additional  ordnance,  as   well  as  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries, ceased.     In  this  short  firing  they  returned  seven 
hundred  and  forty-three  shot,  and  thirty-eight  shells  ; 
and  we  expended  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  including 
what  were  discharged  on  this  occasion,  ninety  barrels 
of  powder.     We  had  three  men  slightly  wounded.     In 
the  prior  part  of  the  day,  thirteen  feluccas  arrived  in 
the  Bay  from  the  east :  some  imagined  they  were  in- 
tended for  additional  gun-boats  ;  others,  for  debarkino- 
troops.     The  22d,  the  enemy  had  repaired  the  damage 
done  by  the  fire  the  preceding  day  ;  but  in  the  afternoon 
a  similar  accident  had  nearly  happened  :  a  carcass  w^as 
thrown  into  the  St.  Martin's  battery,  and  took  effect ; 
but  the  guard  exerted  themselves  with  such  activity  and 
bravery,  that  it  was  soon  extinguished,  although  our 
lower  batteries  were  again  open  to  support  it.     The 
onemv  were  on  this  dav  totally  silent.     The  succeedincr 
right   they  dressed  and  raised  the  new  communication. 
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and  ma«le  sonio  julditions  to  the  on.^tern  part  of  tho 
parallel :  they  were  al^o  at  work  in  their  new  mortar- 
batteries  ;  and  en'eat  quantities  of  materials  were 
brotirht  down  to  the  li.V's,  and  into  tlie  advanced  worlcs. 
The  '24th,  the  inliahiiants  in  Hardy-town  began  early 
to  remove  their  beddiiv,:,  i^e.  towards  Europa  :  tluv 
were  confident,  from  liie  information  of  the  last  1.  • 
.sorters,  that  the  enemy  would  again  open  their  bat- 
teries, the  suceeeding  day,  being  the  anniversary  of 
St.  Louis  ;  and  no  persuasions  could  banish  their  ap- 
prehcnsions.  They  were  however  convinced,  the  fob 
lowing  «lay,  that  tlie  Duke  was  not  prepared,  whatever 
his  intentions  might  have  been  some  weeks  before. 

The  enemy  being  heard  at  work,  on  the  night  of  the 
24th,  drew  a  warm  fire  from  onr  batteries.  In  the 
morning  we  found  they  bad  rai-^ed  additional  traverses 
to  the  sand-bag  epaideUK  nt,  which  now  presented  a 
formi.lable  battery  of  mxty-foi-r  embrasures,  divided 
into  four  batteries  of  fourteen  embrasures  each,  and 
one  of  eight ;  leaving  a  spar  o  eastern  extremity, 

as  we  concluded,  for  mortars.     Tlie  orignal  epaulement 
remained  entire,  the  additional  merlons  joining  at  pro- 
per intervals  the  front  woric,  whi'-h  served  to  mask  the 
en.'brasm-es  till  tiie  batterici  were  finished.     Several 
embrasures  of  the  eight-gun  b:ittery  thoy  had  already 
linetl  with  fascine>.     Some  additions  were  also  made  to 
the   St.    Carlos's  battery,  the  parapet  of  which   was 
lengthened  towards  the  west.      The  following  night, 
the  enemy,  notwithstanding  a  wnrm  fire  from  the  Gar. 
rison,    erected   three  large   magazines,   and   began  a 
fourth,  in  the  rear  of  the  sixty-four-gun  battery:  they 
likewise  lined  many  of  the  embrasures  with  fascines, 
jind  raised  a  sand-bag  traverse  to  cover  the  communica- 
tion from  the  west  Hank  of  the  sixty-four-gun  battery 
to  the  paralU'l. 
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The  2Gth,  the  Queen  Charlotte,  Leonora,  and 
Charles  ordnance-ships,  with  the  St.  Philip's  Castle, 
were  ordered  into  the  Mole  to  be  run  ashore  till  the 
attack  was  decided.  The  seamen  belonging  to  the 
frigates  were  employed  also,  about  this  time,  in  carrying 
sails  and  yards  to  erect  tents  for  a  camp  at  Europa, 
where  they  were  to  be  stationed  when  the  Governor 
should  think  proper  to  order  them  on  shore.  In  the 
evening  about  ten  o'clock  came  in  a  deserter,  an  Irish- 
man who  formerlv  had  been  in  our  service :  he  swam 
from  the  beach  beyond  Fort  St.  Philip,  and  attempted 
to  land  at  Bayside,  but  was  fired  upon  by  their  advanc- 
ed sentries.  He  informed  us  it  was  reported  that  the 
Duke  had  intended  firing  on  the  25th,  but  was  prevent- 
ed from  finishing  his  batteries  so  soon  as  he  expected, 
bv  the  heavy  fire  from  the  Garrison  ;  that  in  their 
endeavours  to  extinguish  the  flames  on  the  preceding 
2l>t,  the  party  had  sustained  very  considerable  loss  :  a 
colonel  and  seventeen  men  of  the  regiment  to  which  he 
belonged  were  killed.  He  corroborated  the  intelligence, 
by  the  last  deserter,  concerning  the  number  of  men  in 
camp,  and  respecting  the  prevalence  of  desertion. 

We  did  not  discover  anv  material  additions  the  morn- 
ing  of  the  27th :  a  fifth  magazine  was  erected  ;  also 
several  traverses  in  the  rear  of  the  parallel.  Another 
of  the  battering-ships  anchored  the  same  day  off  Bar- 
celo's  battery,  apart  from  the  rest :  as  she  swung  round 
with  the  ti«le,  we  had  an  opportunity  of  viewing  with 
glasses  the  starboar^l-^ide,  which  we  perceived  was  not 
finished  like  the  opposite  ;  the  boml)-proof  only  extend- 
ing about  three  parts  over,  leaving  considerable  open- 
ings between  the  strong  uprights  which  supported  it 
from  .the  deck,  for  the  convenient  rece}*tion  of  men, 
jrovisions,  and  ammunition.  We  observed,  the  same 
dav.  a  cToat  number  of  boats  ranired  .-dnn  -tlie  ^hore  at 
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Algeziras.  In  the  afternoon,  the  Repulse  prame  came 
into  the  New  mole  ;  and  the  succeeding  morning  the 
Fortune  and  Vanguard  were  likewise  withdrawn  from 
the  Bay.  At  night  the  enemy  erected  a  number  of 
Traverses  in  rear  of  their  parallel  and  battery,  and  finish- 
ed some  interior  work,  as  they  had  done  the  preceding 
night,  though  we  kept  up  our  usual  fire. 

The  enemy's  squadron  was  reinforced  on  the  28th 
with  six   Spanish  line-of-battle  ships  and  a  xebeque, 
under  a  Commodore,  from  the  west.     In  the  course  of 
the  day,  two  twenty-four-pounders,  were  taken  up  the 
hill  to  the  gallery  above  Farringdon's,  for  the  embra- 
sures already  opened  ;   and  four  hundred  additional 
workmen  were  ordered  into  the  works.     Upwards  of 
six  hundred  men  were  at  this  time  daily  employed  at 
Willis's,  covering  and  strengthening  the  flanks  ;  like- 
wise in  forming  new  communications,   with  splinter- 
proofs,  traverses,  &c.  as  the  new  battery  evjiladed  most 
of  the  old  covered  ways,  and  rendered  a  thorough 
change  necessary  in  those   works,  before  the  artillery 
could  be  properly  covered.     The  communications  in 
town  and  at  the  south  were  therefore  discontinued,  till 
the  above  were  put  in  the  best   state  of  defence  and 
security.     At  du>k,  three  Serjeants  were  posted  upon 
the  North,  King's  and  South  bastions,  to  observe  and 
report  the  enemy's  signals  in  camp,  and  along  the  coast. 
At  night,  a  deserter  from  the  Walloons  came  over  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  last.      He  reported,  that  a  very 
strong  party  was  ordere<l  for  work  that  evening  ;  which 
induced  the  Governor  to  increase  the  firing  from  Wil- 
lis's, the  Lines,  and  lower  batteries.     He  further  ac- 
quainted us,  that  we  killed  numbers  of  their  workmen  ; 
and  that  the  15th  of  next  month  was  fixed  for  opening 
upon  the  Garrison  :  but  that  all,  even  the  volunteers, 
were  disheartened  at  tlie  very  thoughts  of  the  attack. 
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Ninety  pieces  of  cannon,  he  likewise  said,  were  brought 
into  the  sixty-four-gun  battery  ;  which  number  was  to 
be  increased,  to  supply  the  place  of  those  which  might 
be  damaged,  or  over-heated.  The  night  of  the  28th, 
the  enemy  raised  more  traverses,  and  began  communi- 
cations to  their  magazines  :  a  hundred  and  fifty-three 
of  the  former  were  erected  behind  tlie  long  boyau. 
Thej  also  worked  upon  the  mortar-batteries. 

It  was  about  this  period,  that  the  Spanish  twenty-six- 
poundcrs,  with  other  guns  of  the  same  heavy  nature, 
were  distributed  on  the  sea-line  in  room  of  ordnance  of 
smaller  calibre,  which  were  mounted  in  their  places 
against  the  enemy's  batteries.     By  this  disposition,  tiie 
Dake  would  not  have  it  in  his  power  to  return  any  of 
the  shot  we  fired,  as  his  cannon  were  all  twentv-six- 
pounders  ;  and  the  Governor  was  enabled   to  retaliate 
on  tlieir  shipj.  ing,  those  shot  which  he  had  received 
from  the  land  ;  annofjing  them  by  this  means  with  their 
own  xccapons.     Towards  the  conclusion  of  the  month, 
the  iulluenza  had  almost   disappeared  :  the  working- 
parties   were  therefore  reinforced,   though  the  heavy 
duty  of  the  guards  would  w  ith  diiiicnlty  permit  it :  on 
the  29th,  the  Engineers  paraded  upwards  of  seventeen 
liundred   workmen,   including   non-commissioned    offi- 
cers.     The  enemy,  on  the  night  of  the  29th,  ntised 
merlons  for  four  embrasures,  joining  the  semicircular 
sand-bag  epaulenient,  east  of  St.  Carlos's  battery.     Six 
battering-ships  were  at  anchor  oft'  Barcelo's  battery  on 
the  30th.      The  same  dav,  our  seamen  were  ordered  on 
shore,  to  encamp  at  Eui'opa.      At  night,  the  Artillery, 
in  adilition  to  their  former  fire,  opened  the  Grand  bat- 
tery :  it  did  not  however  prevent  the  enemy  from  plat- 
foi'ming  the  sixty- four-gun  battery,  and  making  further 
additions  to  the  mortar-batteries.     Thev  also  lined  with 
fascines  the    einbra-tu'es  of  the  scnneiic.:!:!:-  foni'-u'un 
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battery.  Many  hiuulred  mules  were  still  employed  in 
bringing  elay  and  fascines  to  the  paralkl.  Our  fire 
was  very  de>tructive  amongst  these  animals,  as  well  a« 
their  workmen  ;  two,  three,  and  sometimes  more  of 
the  former,  baing  frequently  seen  dead  on  the  sands  at 
day-break. 

Our  engineers,  by  the  close  of  the  month,  had  ex- 
tended Lnndport  chevmix-de-frise  to  the  causeway,  and 
begun  the  other  across  the  Inundation.  Carpenters 
were  also  engage<l  in  caissoning  the  Royal  and  Green's 
lodge  batteries,  and  raising  new  traverses  at  those  posts. 
The  enemy's  s(juadron  in  the  Bay  at  this  period  was 
as  follows  :  four  line-of-battle  ships,  and  one  of  fifty 
guns  (on  board  of  which  was  the  tlag),  two  frigates, 
three  cutters,  four  bomb-ketches,  and  smalkr  armed 
vessels,  were  at  Algeziras  :  two  ships  of  the  lino  were 
at  anchor  off  the  Orange-grove  ;  and  a  frigate  with  an 
armed  brig,  was  at  Cabrita.  To  these  we  may  add  the 
battering-ships  and  gun-boats.  Since  two  of  the  men 
of  war  had  removed  nearer  the  enemy's  camp,  boats 
full  of  soldiers  were  frequently  observed  going  on  board 
them  ;  and  as  the  guns  w»n*e  seen  to  be  drawn  back 
from  the  ports,  and  suddenly  run  out  again,  whilst  the 
troops  were  on  board,  we  suspected  that  they  were 
practising  to  work  the  gims,  previous  to  their  end>ark- 
ing  on  board  the  battering-ships. 

Affairs  seemed  now  drawing  to  a  crisis  :  and,  as 
every  appearance  indicated  that  the  attack  would  not 
long  be  deferred,  the  inhabitants,  apprehensive  of  the 
consequences,  were  wonderfully  active  in  securing  them- 
selves and  their  property.  The  besiegers  wrought  hard 
the  night  of  the  31st  :  twocross-communicati(»ns,  lined 
with  fascines,  were  thrown  up  from  the  long  boyau, 
hailing  to  the  parallt ! ;  one  to  the  wi-stern  flank  of  ihe 
xty-four-gun  battery,  the  other  to  the  westward  ot 
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till-  Mahon  b:iULiy.  Five  traverses  were  also  erected 
within  each  of  the  new  mortar-batteries,  and  maga- 
zines for  ammunition  Ix'gun  near  them,  joining  the  pa- 
rallel. We  imagined  they  were  likewise  employed  in 
bringing  down  ordnance  to  the  advanced  works.  Our 
artillery  amused  tht-m  with  a  brisk  fire :  but  the  Go- 
vernor rather  objected  to  such  a  quantity  of  powder 
being  at  this  time  expended,  as  he  was  of  opinion  they 
were  now  too  well  covered  in  their  batteries  to  be  much 
annoyed  ;  and  wo  might  afterwards  have  more  occasion 
for  the  ammunition. 

The  evening  of  the  1st  of  September,  a  small  boat, 
manned  with  I'.nglish  sailors,  sailed  for  Portugal. 
Lieut.  CampbL'll,  of  the  navy,  sailed  in  her  with  dis- 
patches from  the  Governor  for  England.  At  night 
the  enemy  erected  an  epaulement  of  sand-bags,  appa- 
rently for  two  guns,  adjoining  the  west  flank  of  the 
Mahon  battery  ;  and  raised,  several  fascines  in  height, 
the  new  communications.  Some  additions  were  like- 
wise made  to  the  magazines.  Long  strings  of  mules 
still  continued  bringing  down  fascines  and  other  mate- 
rials, which  were  deposited  in  diff'erent  parts  of  their 
works.  We  imagined  these  animals  also  brought  down 
shot  and  shells,  as  their  piles  in  the  artillery-park  were 
considerably  diminished.  In  the  Garrison,  our  engin- 
eers were  indefatigable  in  raising  defences  against  these 
formidable  batteries  ;  and  coals  were  distributed  to  the 
grates  and  furnaces  for  heating  shot. 

We  perceived  very  little  alteration  in  the  operations 
of  our  opponents  on  the  3d  :  they  lined  the  embrasures 
of  the  new  two-gun  battery,  and  arrhled  to  the  cross- 
communications.  In  the  course  of  the  day,  their  squa- 
dron was  reinforced  with  two  French  men  of  war  from 
the  eastward  ;  which  were  conducted  into  the  Bay  by  a 
Spanish   frigate.     The  4th,   the   enemy  removed  the 
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mms  from  the  two  fourteen-gim.buttories  in  the:  hues, 
and  aii^niouuted  nio.t  of  the  ordnance  in  the  mortar 
batteries;  in-obahlv  to  repair  the  beds  and  idattornis. 
Therem<nin<j-  of  the  cannon  from  the  former  gave  ns  no 
small  plea.ure,  as  we  had  experienced  more  fatal  efiects, 
derinc^  their  late  wanton  bombardment  and  cannonade 
from  those  batteries,  than  from  any  other  in  then-  hnes. 
The  ouns  we  suppose-J,  were  brought  forward  to  the  pa. 
rallef;  for  we  observed  ten  in  the  eastern  extrennty  of 
the  sixtv.four-gun  battery.      In  the  forenoon,  10  boats, 
with  mantlets  or  barricades  in  the  bow,  came  from  the 
river  Palmones,  and  anchored  off  the  landin-place  be- 
vond-Point  Mala;  these,  we  concludvd,  were  for  the 
"sea-attack.      Al>out  sun-set,  those  battering-ships  which 
were  finished,  removed  from  Al-czi.as  to  the  Orange- 
crrove:  thev  sailed   rather  heavily,   and  used  sweeps, 
n..twith>tandinu-  the  bree/e.      About  the  same  time,  two 
PTand  .'vdutes  were  tired  by  the  Trench  men  of  war. 
"   During  the  night  of  the  4th,  tlie  enemy's  parties 
masked  the  six  western  embrasures  of  the  St.  Martin  s 
batterv,  and  raised  the  parapet  with  fascines,  intending, 
as  we 'imagined,  to  convert  it  into  a  mortar-battery,  as 
six  mortars  were  seen,  on  the  preceding  day,  lying  in 
the  rear.      The  howitzers  were  also  removed  from  the 
Centre  redoul)t,  and  some  additions  made  to  the  epau- 
lement,  in  front  of  the  St.  Pasehal's  l»attery,  which  was 
now  completed  for  eight  mortars.      They  likewise  su  k 
four  deep  excavations  behind  the  eastern  boyau,  as  re- 
servoirs for  water,  in  case  of  fire.     At  night,  another 
batterinir-ship  joine.l  the   others  at  the   Orange-j-rove : 
soon  afterwards,  the  enemy  shipped  powder  on  board 
tliem  from  the  pier .     Early  on  tlie  oth,  a  large  body  <.f 
men  marched  in  a  very  irregular  manner  from  Algezi- 
ras  to  the  camp.      We  imagined  they  were  the  artiHcers 
who  had  been  employed  upon  the  ships,  and  were  cn- 
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camped  south  of  the  tower  ;  half  of  which  camp  was 
now  struck.  During  the  day,  twenty-nine  square-sailed 
boats  arrived  (under  convoy  of  an  armed  brig  i'rom 
the  westj,  and,  with  upwards  of  120  ft-om  Alge- 
ziras,  assembled  in  a  line  off  Rocadillo  Point,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Giiadaranque.  A  large  floating  battery, 
was  also  towed  out,  and  anchored  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Palmones.  Towards  evening,  about  five  hundred 
men,  escorted  by  a  body  of  cavalry,  embarked  from  the 
pier,  on  board  the  battering-ships  :  the  singular  mode 
of  conducting  them  to  the  beach  could  not  fail  to  at- 
tract our  notice,  and  to  cause  in  us  some  degree  of  sur- 
prise. About  eight  in  the  evening,  a  deserter  came  in 
from  the  regiment  of  Naples  ;  he  reported  that  the  8th 
was  named  for  the  grand  attack,  and  that  all  hands 
were  actively  employed  in  completing  every  thing  in 
the  several  departments. 

Few  additions  were  perceived  on  the  6th :  some 
sandbags  were  placed  on  the  mortar-battery  of  the  St. 
Martin's.  In  the  forenoon,  more  boats  joined  the 
others  at  Rocadillo,  from  the  west:  the  floatin"--bat- 
tery  was  hkewise  towed  to  the  pier  near  Point  Mida. 
The  Governor,  the  same  dav,  made  some  new  arrange- 
ments  in  the  Garrison  detail.  An  additional  field-of- 
ficer was  ordered  to  mount  in  the  lines,  to  be  indepen- 
<lent  of  the  field  officer  in  town  ;  and  the  firld  officers 
of  the  day,  in  future,  were  directed  to  make  such  dis- 
position of  the  guards,  pickets,  and  ordnance  in  their 
several  districts,  on  (very  occasion,  as  appeared  to  ])e 
most  for  the  benefit  of  the  service.  A  subaltern  was 
added  to  the  New-mole  guard,  who  was  at  night  to  be 
detached  with  twenty  men  to  the  Mole-head  ;  and  th? 
pickets  in  future  were  ordered  to  mount  fully  accou- 
tred, with  ammunition  complete.  The  39th  regiment 
was  also  ordered  to  town  :  the  battalion  companies  to 
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.ncamp  in  South-port  ditch,  aiiJ  the  GTGn:\ Vuts  and 
light  infantry  to  bo  quartored  in  the  picket -yard  bomb- 
proofs,  before  occupied  by  part  of  the  7'id  re^iiment, 
wlio  on  this  disposition  joined  the  rest  of  their  regiment 
in  Montague's  and  King's  bastions. 

The  enemy's  works  on  the  la!id  side  were  now  every 
l\our  advancing  to  perfection  ;  but  the  Duke's  attention 
towards  completing  them  seemed  so  entirely  to  engage 
blm,  as  in  a  great  measure  to  prevent  his  taking  the 
prudent  precautions  necessary  f«»r  their  defence.     The 
advi;nced  batteries  in  the  parallel  were  either  unfinish- 
ed  (though  nearly   complet.'d),   or   undergoing   such 
alterations,  that  the  materials  in  their  vicinity  greatly 
obstructed  the  use  of  the  ordnance  which  were  mount- 
ed ;  and  their  batteries  in  the  lines   (except  the  forts) 
were  in  a  similar  situation  ;  the  cannon,  to  permit  the 
necessary  repairs,  being  totally  removed  from  some,  an«l 
the  mortars  drawn  back  or  dismounted  in  others.     The 
forts,  and  some   few  mortar-batterics,  were  therefore 
the  onlv  defences  left  to  protect  these  immense  works 
fi-om  insult  and  attack.      This  setate  of  their  works  pre- 
sented  an  opportunity,  in  some  respects  not  unlike  that 
which  General  i:ru)tt  had  embraced  in  the  preceding 
year,   when,  by  an   uiu'xpected  sally,  he  gloriously  de- 
stroved  the  labours  of  so  many  months.     The  honour, 
however,  of  causing  a  second  disgrace,  was  reserved  fv)r 
Lieutcnant-General   Boyd,   the    Lieutenant  (Jovernor, 
wlio,  in  the  forenoon  of  the  Gth,  reconnaended,  by  letter 
to  the    Governor,  the  immediate  use  of  red-liot  shot 
against  the  land-ba.tteries  of  the  besiegers.      General 
Eiiott   acquiesced  in  the    proposal,    and   immediately 
ordered  Major  Lewis,  the  Commandant  of  th.e  artillery, 
to  wait  on  Lieut.  General  Boyd  f(.r  his  in.-tn:ciions  and 
commands,  submitting  eutinly  to  him  the  execution  of 
he  attack  which   he  had   pr..jerted.      In   consequence 
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of  the  Governor's  assent,  preparations  were  instantly 
made ;  and  in  a  short  time  every  thing  was  properly 
arranged  for  tl.e  service.  In  the  interval,  we  must 
not  however  omit  to  take  notice  of  the  enemy's  opera- 
tions. 

Earlv  the  morning  of  the  7th,  several  gun-boats  were 
discovered  ot^'  the  Old-mole  head,   retiring  from  the 
Garrison  ;  which  v.\-  imagined  had  been  sounding  under 
cover  of  the  night.     The  Garrison  orders  of  this  day 
containe*!  the  following  arrangements.     "  Tiie  marine 
"  brigade  (which  composed  a  corps  of  a])Out  nine  hun- 
"  dn-d  men)  to  take  rank  on  shore  according  to  the 
"  Kin'^-'s  regulations ;   Captain  Curtis  as  colonel  with 
"  the  rank  of  brigadier.  Captain  Gibson  as  lieutenant- 
"  colonel,  Captain  Bradshaw  as  major,  eight  lieutenants 
"  as  captains,  eighteen  midshipmen  as  ensigns  ;  and  the 
"  briga<le  to  mount    Europa-advance   and    Little-bay 
''guards.      A  picket  of  the  line  to  be  detached  every 
"  evenin""  to  the  Prince's  lines,  and  an  additional  sub- 
*'  altern  at  the  same  time  to   Landport.     One  captain 
and  eight  privates  to  be  added  to   Waterport  guard, 
whence  a  detachment  of  a  subaltern  and  thirty  men 
"  was  to  be  sent,  at  sun-set,  to  the  Old-mole  head  ; 
"  which  at  second  gun-fire  was  to  be  joined  by  one  of 
"  the  captains.     Twelve  privates  to  the  main  guard. 
"  One  Serjeant,  nine  privates,  and  a  gunner,  to  Ragge<l- 
"  staff;  detaching  a  serjeant  and  six  men,  with  the 
"■'  gunner,  at  retreat-beating,  to  the  Wharf-head."    The 
alarm-posts  were  also  fixed  as  follows  :  ''  The  39th 
*'  Hank  companies,  to  take  post  on  the  North-bastion 
*'  town :  three  battalion  companies   of  the  same  regi- 
"  ment,  the  South  1)astion  ;  the  remaining  five,  at  Rag- 
*'  ged-staff ;  extending  towards  the  eight-gun  bastion. 
"  The  72d  regiment :  right,  the  North-bastion  town  : 
''  left,  Orange's  bastion,  extending'-  :h  far  further  from 
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'•  the  King's  bastion  as  possible.     The  73J  regiment, 
'^  (which  was  quartered  at  the  southward)  to  take  post 
''  on  the  left  of  the  72a,  towards  the   South  bastion. 
"  Captain  Martin's  company  of  artilU  ry,  the  Grand 
''  battery  and  Waterport.     Captain  Lloyd's  company, 
'•  the  King's  and  South  bastions.     Brigadier  Gene- 
"  RAL  PicTON  to  command  the  corps  in  town.     The 
*'  Hanoverian   brigade,   from    the    eight-gun   bastion 
"  south,  to  Prince  Edward's  battery  inchisive,   un<br 
*'  the  command  of  Lieut.  Colonel  Dachenhausen.    The 
"  56th  regiment,  South  parade.     The   12th  regiment, 
"  New-mole  parade.     The  97th  regiment,  Rosia  pa- 
**  rade.     The  58th  regiment,  in  front  of  their  encamp- 
"  ment,  detaching  a  flank  company  through  the  hole  in 
"  the  wall  upon   Windmill-hill,  to  reinforce  Europa- 
"  advance  guard."     (This   regiment   was   to   receive 
orders  from  Brigadier  Curtis;.     ''  The  engineers  and 
"  artificers  in  two  divisions,  one  to  assemble  at  the  Es- 
"  planade  town,  the  other  at  the  Esplanade  south." 
It  was  recommended  at  the  same  time  to  the  command- 
ing  officers,  to  have  a  sufficient  reserve  in  case  of  de- 
ficiencies, and  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the  flanks 
and  redans  whicli  commanded  the  front  of  the  Line- 
wall. 

As  the  above  exhibits  the  Governor's  disposition  of 
the  troops,  it  will  not  be  improper  to  insert  in  this 
place  a  detail  of  the  guards  which  mounted  in  the  Gar- 
rison at  this  period,  with  the  strength  of  the  Gar- 
rison, and  men  daily  on  duty.  The  strength  of  the 
Garrison,  with  the  marine  brigade  (including  the  of- 
ficers), in  September,  was  about  seven  thousand  five 
hundred  men  ;  upwards  of  four  hundred  of  whom 
were  in  the  hospital.  The  number  daily  upon  duty  is 
shown  in  the  following  ab.>tract : — 
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Men,  including  Officers- 
p  .--Jo         «        »        -  1091 

Pickets' (including  the  Additions  of  the  12th),  613 

Working-parties  under  the  Chief  Engineer  and  the 
Quarter-Master  General, 


1726' 


Total    3430 

besides  many  who  were  constantly  employed  as  order- 
lies and  assistants  in  the  hospital,  and  in  other  depart- 
ments in  the  Garrison. 
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2 

4 

6 

2 

88 

0 

2 

Main, 

0 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

40 

1 

3 

Southport, 

0 

0 

1 

2 

4 

1 

29 

0 

1 

Castle, 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

12 

0 

0 

North  Line-wall, 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

15 

0 

0 

Soulii  Line-wall, 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

9 

0 

0 

Artillery-magazine, 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

6 

0 

0 

Middle-hill, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12 

2 

0 

Sij;nal-house, 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

6 

1 

0 

Victuailing-Oflfice, 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

9 

0 

0 

Patrol  es. 

0 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 

18 

0 

0 

Orderlies, 

0 

0 

0 

13 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

Lines. 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Prince's, 

0 

1 

1 

3 

6 

2 

50 

1 

1 

King's, 

0 

0 

1 

1 

4 

1 

50 

0 

2 

*  Exclusive  of  the  cnpfincers  and  overseers. 
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Quot'n's, 

South  Di^itrict. 

F.uiop.u 
Kuroi»a-ntlvance, 

Mttle  r>av, 

llafrj2;e'l-si.itV, 

llosi:\, 

;Ne\v-mole, 

]>Mona  Vista, 

Camp, 

Hospital, 

Maj^azino, 

South  Hlied, 

Princess  of  WaloVs  Lines, 

AVindmill-hill, 
General  De  la  Mottc  •^, 
Orilerlif^. 


U  1 

I  0 

0  1 

{)  0 

0  0 

{)  {) 

0  0 

0  1 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  (I 

0  0 

0  0 

0  u 


1  1  J  1 

0  0    ^>  0 

1  I    :^  i 

1  1  I  I 
1111 

12    2  1 

112  1 

2  :j    n  2 

0     0    0  «» 


u 
{) 

0 

0     1 


1      1      0 
0 


I   1 
1    1 


2 

0     1      1 
0     0     1 


0 
0 
0 
0 


0    0     10 
0     10    1 


;}0  0 

0  0 

:V2  1 

20  I 
18  0 
•M  0 
:M)  0 

;>«)  0 

<)  2 

1)  0 

12  0 

15  0 

21  0 
()  0 
9  0 
3  0 
0  0 


I 
0 

8 
4 

I 

1 
2 

{) 
O 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Total  3'  9  22  64  73  23  773  18  lOG 

lu  the  cvonmg  of  the  7th,  a  littlo  before  ^f^^jS^^^ 
cwo  large  lights  appeared  on  the  shore  ^vest  of  the 
OrangeVove,  forming  a  right  hne  ..h  -^^ ^'^^^^ 
battery  ;  and  at  the  same  time,  two  snmlar  fires  were 
s^en  behind  Fort  St.  PhiUp  ;  whence,  if  a  hne  was  pro- 
duced,  it  would  to  appearance  have  intersected  the  for- 
mer, abont  eii^'ht  or  nine  hundred  yards  to  the  north- 
we^t  of  the  Old-mole  head.  These  unusual  signals 
made  many  conjectiu-e  that  the  enemy  were  sounding 
in  that  quirter.  A  few  rounds  were  accordingly  fired 
at  intervals  in  that  direction  from  the  North  bastion 

By  the  morning  of  the  8th,  the  preparations,  in  the 
department  of  the  artillery,  under  (ieneral  ^oyd  s  d.- 
rections,  were  completed  ;  and  the  success  of  the  attack 
in  a  great  measure  depending  upon  embracing  the  la- 
^  ourable  moment,  it  was  no  longer  deferred.  At  seven 
.'clock,  the  town-guards  being  relieved,  the  bring  com- 
nienced  from  all  the  northern  batteries  which  bore  upon 
tlio  western  part   of  the  parallel,  and  was  supported 
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through  the  day  with  admirable  vivacity.  The  effect 
of  the  red-hot  shot  and  carcasses  exceeded  our  most 
sanguine  expectations.  In  a  few  hours,  the  Mahon 
))attery  of  six  guns,  with  the  battery  of  two  guns  on  its 
flank,  and  great  part  of  the  adjoining  parallel,  were  on 
fire  ;  and  the  flames,  notwithstanding  the  enemy's  ex- 
ertions to  extinguish  them,  burnt  so  rapidly,  that  the 
whole  of  those  works  before  night  were  consumed. 
The  St.  Carlos's  and  St.  Martin's  batteries  however 
on  this  occasion  escaj)od  the  fate  which  they  had  for- 
merly experienced.  They  w  ere  nevertheless  so  much 
deranged  by  the  breaches  made  to  obstruct  the  effects 
of  the  carcasses,  &c.  that  the  enemy  were  under  the 
necessity  of  taking  down  the  greater  part. 

The  enemy,  for  near  an  hour,  continued  silent  spec- 
tators of  our  cannonade.  About  eight,  they  fired  a  few 
guns  from  the  St.  Martin's  battery  ;  and  between  nine 
and  ten,  returned  our  fire  from  Forts  St.  Philip  and 
Barbara,  with  the  seven-gun  battery  in  the  lines,  and 
soon  after  from  eight  new  mortar-batteries  in  the  pa- 
rallel. This  tardiness  in  returning  our  fire,  in  some 
degree  we  attributed  to  the  works  being  confused  with 
materials,  and  some  of  the  batteries  being  deficient  in 
ammunition.  It  might  however  be  owing  to  want  of 
discretionary  orders,  as  an  officer  of  rank  was  observed 
to  enter  the  lines  about  the  time  when  their  cannonade 
became  general :  a  reinforcement  also  marched  down 
from  the  camp. 

The  astonishing  bravery  displayed  by  the  enemy  in 
their  repeated  attempts  to  extinguish  the  flames,  could 
not  fail  to  attract  our  particular  notice.  Urged  on 
most  probably  by  emulation,  they  performed  prodigies 
of  valour  ;  so  that  their  loss,  under  so  well-directed  a 
fire,  must  have  been  very  considerable.  The  French 
brigade,  we  afterwards  understood,  had  a  hundred  and 
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forty  killed  and  woun'lod.  If  the  Spanish  casuals  boro 
an  equal  proportion,  their  united  loss  has  greatly  ex- 
ceeded our  calculations. 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  cannonade 
abated  on  both  sides,  and  the  enemy  soon  after  were 
totally  silent,   thoufrh   we   continued   our   usual   fire. 
The   Garrison   had   two  or  three   killed,  and  several 
wounded.      Lieut.  Boag-,  of  the  artillery,  and  P^nsign 
Gordon,  of  the  58th  rej^inient,  were  of  the  latter  num- 
ber.    The  former  otlicer  had  been  wounded  before : 
on  this  occasion  he  was  pointinti:  a  g"un  from   Hanover 
battery  in  the  lines,   when  a  shell  fell  in   the  battery. 
He  had  scarcelv  time  to  throw  himself  down  in  an  em- 
bnisure,  when  the  shell  burst,  and  fired  the  gun  under 
the  muzzle  of  which  he  lay.     The  report  innnediately 
deprived  him  of  hearinpr,  and  it  v.as  some  time  before 
he   recovered   a   tolerable  use  of  that  faculty.      Ma- 
jor Martin,  of  the  same  corps,  had  likew  ise  a  very  for- 
tunate escape  from  a  twenty-six- pounder,  which  shot 
away  the  cock  of  his  hat  close  to  the  crown.      I  insert 
this  anecdote,  because  it  is  commonly  believed,  that  if 
a  cannon-ball,  of  this  diameter,  passes  so  near  the  head 
of  a  person,  it  is  generally  fatal.      The  Major  was  con- 
sideral)ly  stunned  with  the  wind  of  the  shot,  but  expe- 
rienced little  farther  injury.      In  the  forenoon  of  the 
8th,  two  more  shi[)S  of  the  line  removed  to  the  Orange 
grove,  followed  some  time  afterwards  by  twenty-two 
•run  and  mortar-boats ;  and  in  the  evening,  one  of  the 
French  men  of  war  joined  them  from   Algeziras.      In 
the  course  of  tlie  day,  a  number  of  troops  were  em- 
barked on  board  such  of  the  battering-ships  as  were 
finished  ;  and  at  night,  our  artillery  rei)lact'd  the  am- 
munition in  the  expense-magazines,    which  had  been 
used  to  such  good  purpose  in  the  moniing. 

This  unexpected  insult,  uii']<»nl)tedly  precipitated  the 
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Duke's  measures  ;  and  by  provoking  him  to  the  attack 
before  the  preparations  in  the  other  departments  were 
ready  to  combine  with  him  in  a  general  and  powerful 
effort  against  the  Garrison,  served  greatly  to  frustrate 
the  enterprise.  Apprehensive,  probably,  that,  elated 
by  our  good  fortune,  we  might  renew  our  attempts 
finally  to  destroy  those  works  which  had  escaped,  the 
Duke  determined  to  avoid  the  blow  (which  also  might 
be  in  other  respects  fatal  in  its  consequences)  by  open- 
ing his  batteries,  even  in  their  unfinished  state.  Ac- 
tuated, most  probal)ly,  by  these  motives,  the  embra- 
sures of  the  new  batteries  were  unmasked  durinu:  the 
night  of  the  8th  ;  and  the  succeeding  morning,  at  day- 
break, we  were  surprised  to  find  every  appearance  in 
their  works  for  firing  upon  the  Garrison.  Two  rock- 
ets from  the  forts  in  the  lines  were  the  signals  to  be- 
gin ;  and  the  cannonade  commenced  at  half-past  five 
o'clock,  with  a  volley  of  about  sixty  shells  from  all  their 
mortar  batteries  in  the  parallel,  succeeded  by  a  gene- 
ral discharge  of  their  cannon,  amounting,  in  the  whole, 
to  about  a  hundred  and  seventy  pieces  of  ordnance,  all 
of  large  calibre : — a  discharge,  I  believe,  not  to  be  paral- 
leled !  Their  firing  was  powerful,  and  entirely  directed 
against  our  works  ;  but  was  not,  after  the  first  round, 
altogether  so  tremendous  as  we  ha*l  reason  to  expect 
from  such  a  train  of  artillery.  At  intervals,  from  ten 
to  twenty  shells  were  in  the  air  at  the  same  moment, 
though  their  effects  were  not  equal  to  the  numbers  ex- 
pended. The  town,  southwar<l  of  the  King's  bastion, 
was  little  affected  ;  but  the  northern  front,  and  line- 
wall  leading  from  the  Grand-parade  to  the  North  bas- 
tion, were  exceedingly  w  arm  ;  and  the  Lines  and  Land- 
port  were  greatly  annoyed  by  the  shells  from  the  how- 
itzers, which  were  distributeil  in  various  parts  of  their 
parallel.     Montagu  \s  and  Orange's  bastions  seemed 
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to  be  the  centre  of  the  enemy's  cross  fire  ;  whilst  the 
line-wall  in  their  vicinity  was  taken  u  reters^  by  the 
shot  which  passed  over  the  lines  from  the  sixty-four 

gim  battery. 

Not  imagining',  from  the  rough  appearance  of  the 
enemy's  works,  that  they  could  possibly  retaliate  so 
soon,  the  guards  and  pickets  at  the  north  end  of  the 
Garrison  were  for  some  time  exposed,  and  some  casu- 
als occurred  :  but  we  soon  discovered  whence  we  were 
chiefly  annoyed,  and  consequently  became  more  cau- 
tious. Lieut.  Wharton,  of  the  73d  regiment,  was  dan- 
gerously wounded  at  Landport. 

Whilst  the  land-batteries  were  thus  pouring  forth  their 
vengeance  uj)on  the  northern  front,  nine  line-of-battle 
ships,  including  those  under  the  French  flag,  got  under 
the  Orange-grove,  and,  passing  along  theGarrison,  dis- 
charged several  broadsides  at  the  works,  and  particularly 
at  a  settee  which  had  just  arrived  under  our  guns  from 
Algiers.  When  this  squailron  had  got  round  Europa 
Point,  they  suddenly  wore,  and,  returning  along  the 
Europa,  Rosia,  and  New  mole  batteries,  commenced  a 
heavv  fire  upon  the  Garrison.  The  marine  brigade 
and  artillery  returned  the  salute  till  they  passed,  when 
the  men  of  war  returned  to  the  eastward.  About  the 
same  time  that  the  enemy  were  thus  amusing  us  at 
the  southward,  fifteen  gun  and  mortar  boats  approached 
the  town,  and  continued  their  fire  for  some  time  ;  but 
the  artillery  giving  ihem  a  warm  reception  from  the 
King's  bastion,  two  of  them  were  towed  otl*  with  pre- 
cipitation, and  the  rest  retired  in  great  disorder.  One 
was  thought  to  be  very  considerably  damaged  ; 
and  some  imagined  that  her  gun  was  thrown  over-board 
to  save  her  from  sinking. 

This  mode  of  annoying  us  on  all  sides  exactly  corres- 
ponded with  the  accounts  which  we  had  received  of  the 
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plan  of  attack  dictated  by  Monsieur  d' Arcon,  the  French 
engineer,  who  supt-rintended  the  enemy's  preparations. 
They  hoped  probably  to  confound  and  overwhelm  us, 
l»y  presenting  to  us  destruction  under  such  various 
forms,  and  by  the  enormous  quantity  of  fire  which  they 
poured  in  upon  the  Garrison.  The  Governor  however 
did  not  approve  of  his  troops  being  thus  subjected  to  be 
harassed  at  their  pleasure,  and  resolved  therefore,  if 
possible,  to  put  a  stop  to  their  sea -attacks.  For  this 
purpose  the  furnaces  and  grates  for  heating  shot,  at  the 
New  mole,  were  ordered  to  be  lighted  ;  and  some 
arrangements  took  place  in  the  ordnance  upon  Wind- 
mill-hill.  Towards  dusk,  the  enemy  abated  in  the  fire 
from  their  cannon  ;  increasing  however  in  the  expen- 
diture of  shells,  which,  being  generally  fired  w  ith  short 
fuses,  broke  in  the  air.  This  practice  seemed  well 
calculated  for  the  purposes  in  view.  In  the  day,  they 
could  observe  with  greater  certainty  the  effect  of  their 
shot,  and  alter  as  circumstances  directed  :  the  firing  at 
night  must  unavoidably  be  less  depended  upon  ;  shells 
were  therefore  burst  over  the  heads  of  our  workmen, 
to  prevent  them,  if  possible,  from  repairing  at  night  the 
damage  received  in  the  day.  It  did  not  nevertheless 
obstruct  the  duties  in  the  department  of  the  (;ngineers  ; 
and  the  artillery  were  not  hindered  from  further  com- 
}>leting  the  expense-magazines  with  ammunition.  The 
07th  regiment  was  now  so  far  recovered,  as  for  some 
time  to  assist  in  the  fatigue  and  duties  of  the  Garrison  ; 
and  this  day  the  officers,  with  a  hundred  men,  were 
added  to  the  general  roster.  The  town  guards  w  ere 
also  ordered  to  assemble  in  Southport  ditch. 

The  enemy's  men  of  war  (as  we  expected)  repeated 
their  attack  very  early  on  the  morning  of  the  lOtli. 
Each  ship  carried  a  liglit  at  her  mizen-peak  ;  but  they 
did  not  ajiproacli  near  enough  to  produce  much  effect. 
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We  received  them  with  a  well-supported  fire  ;  and  the 
next  morning  observed  one  of  them  at  anchor,  with  her 
bow-sprit  unshipped,  at  Algeziras.  The  remaining 
eight  renewed  their  cannonade  about  nine  in  the  fore- 
noon, and  killed  two  of  the  marine  brigade,  and  wound- 
ed a  Serjeant  of  artillery  and  two  others.  After  they 
had  passed  as  before,  they  wore  ship,  apparently  with 
an  intention  of  continuing  their  visits,  but  suddenly  put 
about,  and  anchored  off  the  Orange-grove.  We  were 
afterwards  informed,  that  the  discoverv  of  a  red-hot 
shot  on  board  one  of  the  ships,  was  the  immediate  cause 
of  this  hasty  manoeu\Te. 

The  enemy  continued  their  firing  from  the  Isthmus, 
recommencing  at  morning  gun-fire  on  the  10th  from 
their  gun-batteries.  At  seven  o'clock,  including  the 
expenditure  on  the  8th,  they  had  discharged  five  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  twenty-seven  shot,  and  two  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  two  shells,  exclusive  of  the 
number  fired  by  the  men  of  war  and  mortar-boats. 
The  Garrison,  on  the  contrary,  took  no  further  notice 
of  them,  than  to  return  a  few  rounds  from  the  terrace- 
batteries  at  their  working-parties,  who  were  repairing 
the  damage  done  on  the  8th,  and  completing  the  rest 
of  their  works.  In  the  course  of  the  day,  the  Brilliant 
and  Porcupine  frigates  were  scuttled  by  the  navy  in 
the  New  mole  ;  and  at  night  the  engineers,  with  a  work- 
ing-party, cleared  the  lines  of  rubbish,  and  restored  those 
traverses  which  had  been  demolished.  At  night,  the 
enemy's  fire  was  unJer  the  same  regulation  as  the  pre- 
ceding evening. 

The  next  morning,  when  our  guards  were  relieving, 
a  signal  was  made  at  the  Tower,  near  the  quarry,  under 
the  Queen  of  Spain's  Chair  ;  and  the  enemy's  cannonade 
became  excessively  brisk  :  fortunately  few  casuals  oc- 
curred.    Theu'  firing,  when  this  object  ceased  to  amuse 


them,  seemed  to  be  principally  directed  against  the  ob- 
structions at  Landport,  and  in  tliat  part  of  the  Garri- 
son. Many  of  the  palisades  in  the  covered  way  were 
destroyed,  and  the  chcvaux-de-frise  considerably  injur- 
ed :  artificers  were  however  constantly  detached  to 
repair  those  breaches  ;  so  that  the  whole  were  kept  in 
a  better  state  than  might  be  expecte<l.  In  the  after- 
noon, we  began  to  conclude,  that  the  attack  with  the  bat- 
tering-ships was  no  longer  to  be  deferred.  Several  de- 
tachments of  soldiers  embarked  from  the  camp,  and 
others  were  standing  on  the  neighbouring  eminences  ; 
\yhich,  with  the  appearance,  in  the  evening,  of  signals 
like  those  which  we  observed  on  the  night  of  the  7th, 
led  us  to  imagine  that  every  preparation  was  complete  ; 
and  the  wind  at  that  time  blowing  gently  in  the  Bar 
from  the  north-west,  favoured  our  conjecture.  Land' 
port  and  Waterport  guards  were  immediatelv  reinforc 
ed,  the  furnaces  and  grates  for  heating  shot  were  light- 
ed, and  the  artillery  ordered  to  man  the  batteries.  ° 

Thus  prepared,  we  waited  their  appearance  (for  it 
seemed  to  be  the  general  o])inion,  that  the  battering- 
ships  would  advance,  and  be  moored  in  the  night,  that 
they  might  be  less  exposed  to  annoyance  in  this  dut'v 
and  open  with  greater  effect  together  at  day-break).' 
Our  attention  was  however  called  off  from  the  Bay  to 
the  land-side,  where  the  enemy  had  set  fire  to  the  bar- 
riers of  Bay-side  and  Forbes's':  and  the  whole  of  those 
palisades,  to  the  water's  edge,  were  instantly  involved 
m  riames.  Tht-  northern  guards  and  picket's  were  im- 
mediately under  arms,  and  a  smart  discharge  of  mus- 
ketry was  directed  upon  several  parties,  which,  bv  the 
light  of  the  fire,  were  discovered  in  the  meadows.  '  The 
enemy  increa.Mng  their  bombardment,  and  nothir.g  new 
happening  in  coHiequence  of  the  conflagration,  tlu' 
pickets  and  guards  were  reniande«l  under  rr  vo,- '  ImU 
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the  artillery  contimu'il  upon  the  batteries.  We  had 
scarcely  recovered  from  this  alarm,  before  the  gun  and 
mortar  boats,  with  tlie  bomb-ketehes,  beg^an  to  bombard 
the  northern  front,  taking  their  .stations  off  the  King's 
ba.stion,  extending  towartls  Fort  St.  l^hilip.  They 
commenced  about  an  hour  after  midnight  ;  and  their 
fire,  added  to  that  of  the  land-batteries,  exeeedin,ly 
aimoyed  NVaterport  and  its  vicinity.  The  out-pickets 
were  again  under  arms,  but  i)rovidt utially  our  loss  wiis 
trifling.  We  retm'ned  a  few  rounds  from  the  Sea-line, 
but  still  disregarded  the  batteries  on  the  Isthmus  ;  ex- 
cepting when  tluir  workmen  appeared,  or  were  thijught 
to  be  employed.  Major  Lewis,  Connnandant  of  the 
artillery,  was  unfortunately  among>t  the  wounded. 
The  confinement  of  this  active  ofiicer  at  this  critical 
juncture,  might  have  been  highly  prejudicial  to  the 
service,  had  not  his  seconds  been  of  confirmed  ability 
and  experience  :  owing  to  their  unite<l  exertions,  the 
several  duties  in  that  complicated  and  important  de}nirt- 
ment  were  conducted  with  harmi»ny  and  success. 

When  the  gun-boats  retired,  nothing  new  occurred 
till  the  morning  of  the  I'ith  :  their  firing  continued  to 
be  supported  at  the  average  of  four  thousand  rounds  in 
the  twenty-four  hours.  About  eight  o'clock,  reports 
were  received  from  Europa  guard,  that  a  large  fleet 
had  appeared  from  the  westward.  The  *\  ind  was  brisk, 
and  we  had  scarcely  time  to  form  any  conjectures  con- 
cerning them,  ere  they  approached  the  Bay  ;  and  prov- 
ed to  be  the  CoMm.NED  Flkets  of  France  and  Spain, 
consisting  of  seven  three-deckers,  and  thirty-one  shi])s 
of  two  decks  ;  with  three  frigates  and  a  number  of 
xebeques,  bomb-ketches,  and  hospital-ships  ;  the  whole 
under  the  command  of  ten  Admirals,  and  a  broad  pen- 
dant. In  the  afternoon,  thev  were  all  at  anchor  between 
the  Orange-grove  and  Ali^eziras. 
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This  great  accumulation  of  force  could  not  fail  to 
surprise,  if  not  alarm  the  Garrison.     It  appeared  as  if 
they  meant,  previous  to  their  final  efforts,  to  strike,  if 
possible,  a  terror  through  their  opi)onents,  by  display- 
ing before  us  a  more  powerful  armament,  than  had  pro- 
bably ever  been  brought  against  any  fortress.     Forty- 
seven  sail  of  the  Hue,  including  three  inferior  two-deck- 
ers ;  ten  battering-ships,  deemed  perfect  in  design,  and 
esteemed   invincible,  carrying   212    guns  ;  innumera- 
ble frigates,  xebeques,  bomb-ketches,  cutters,  gun  and 
mortar  boats,  and  smaller  craft  for  disembarking  men  ; 
these  were  assembled  in  the   Bay.     On  the  land  side 
were  most  stupendous  and  strong  batteries  and  works, 
mounting  200  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance,  and  protected 
by  an  army  of  near  forty  thousand  men,  commanded  by 
a  victorious  and  active  General,  of  the  highest  reputa- 
tion, and  animated  with  the  immediate  presence  of  two 
Princes  of  the  Royal  Blood  of  France,  with  other  dig- 
nifi«Ml   personages,     and  many  of  their  own  nobility. 
Such  a  naval  and  military  spectacle,  most  certainly  is 
not  to  ])e  e(iualled  in  the  annals  of  war.      From  such 
a  cond/mation  of  power,  and  favourable  concurrent  cir- 
cumstances,  it   was  naturid   enough  that  the   Nation 
should  anticipate  the  most  glorious  consequences.      In- 
deed their  confidence  in  the  effect  to  be  produced  by 
the  battering-ships,  passed  all  bounds  ;  and  in  the  en- 
thusiasm excited  by  the  magnitude   of  their   prepara- 
tirms,  it  was  thought  highly  criminal  even  to  whisper  a 
doubt  of  the  success. 

In  drawing  these  flattering  conclusions,  the  enemy, 
b<nv.?ver,  seemed  entirely  to  have  overlooked  the  na- 
ture of  that  force  which  was  opposed  to  them  ;  for, 
though  the  Garri-on  scarcely  consisted  of  more  than 
seven  thousand  etVeetive  men,  includingtho  Marine  bri- 
gade, they  forgMt  that  they  were  now   veterans  in  this 
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service,  had  been  a  long  time  habituated  to  the  effects 
of  artillery,  and  were  prepared  by  degrees  for  the  ardu« 
ous  conflict  that  awaited  them.  We  were,  at  the  same 
time,  commanded  by  Officers  of  approved  courage, 
prudence  and  ability  ;  eminent  for  all  the  accomplish, 
ments  of  their  profession,  and  in  whom  we  had  un- 
bounded confidence.  Our  spirits  too  were  not  a  little 
elevated  by  the  success  attending  the  recent  practice 
of  firing  red-hot  shot,  which  in  this  attack,  we  hoped, 
w^ould  enable  us  to  bring  our  labours  to  a  period,  and 
relieve  us  from  the  tedious  cruelty  of  a  vexatious 
blockade. 

Before  the  Garrison  had  well  discovered  the  force 
of  their  new  visitors,  an  occiu-rence  happened,  which, 
though  trifling  in  itself,  I  trust,  I  shall  be  excused  for 
inserting.  When  the  van  of  the  Combined  Fleet  had 
entered  the  Bay,  and  the  soldiers  in  town  were  atten- 
tively viewing  the  ships,  alleging,  amongst  other  rea- 
sons for  their  arrival,  that  the  British  fleet  must  un- 
doubtedly be  in  pursuit ;  on  a  sudden,  a  general  huzza 
was  given,  and  all,  to  a  man,  cried  out,  the  British  Ad- 
miral was  certainly  in  their  rear,  as  a  flag  for  a  fleet 
was  hoisted  upon  our  signal-house  pole.  For  some  mo- 
ments the  flattering  idea  was  indulged  ;  but  our  hopes 
were  soon  damped  by  the  sudden  disapj)earance  of  the 
signal.  We  were  afterwards  informed  by  the  guard 
at  that  post,  that  what  our  creative  fancies  had  ima- 
gined to  be  a  flag,  was  nothing  more  than  an  Eagle^ 
which,  after  several  evolutions,  had  perched  a  few  mi- 
nutes on  the  westernmost  pole,  and  then  flew  away  to- 
wards the  east.  Though  less  superstitious  than  the  an- 
cient Romans,  many  could  not  help  fancying  it  a  fa- 
vourable omen  to  the  Garrison  ;  and  the  event  of  the 
succeeding  day  justified  the  prognostication. 

Li  the  morning  of  the  12th,  the  Governor  reinforced 
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\he  pickets  of  the  lino  ;  nine  of  which,  in  future,  were 
stationed  in  town,  and  distributed  as  follows  ;  two  at 
Waterport,  two  at  Landport,  two  in  the  Lines,  and 
the  remaining  three  in  the  picket-yard,  with  the  field- 
officer  of  the  town  district.  The  other  picket  of  the 
line  was  stationed  at  the  southward.  The  following 
return  specifies  the  strength  of  the  pickets  at  this  pe- 
liod. 


Sub.    s.  D.  R.F. 

The  Art illerv.  and  Hanoverian  brigade,  each  corps     111  IV.) 

The  IJth,  31Kh,  o<)th  and  5Hlh  regiments,  ditto          1      1      1  ."i^ 

Tlie  7-M  and  7'{tl  regiments     ...     -       ditto         111  7<; 

Tiie  97th  regiment            Ill  SO" 

Total,  four  Cap.ains{-5°,V™of  rtellS}""""* 

In  the  evening,  about  dusk,  a  number  of  men  were 
observed  to  embark  from  the  Orange-grove,  on  board 
the  battering-ships  ;  which,  with  the  presence  of  the 
fleet,  and  the  wind  blowing  favourably,  induced  us  to 
conclude  that  the  important  attack  was  not  long  to  be 
deferred. 

The  enemy's  cannonade  was  continued,  almost  on 
th<}  same  scale  as  the  preceding  days,  during  the  night 
of  the  r2th.  The  next  morning,  we  observed  the  Com- 
bined fleet  had  made  some  new  arrangements  in  their 
position  or  moorings,  and  that  the  remaining  two  bat- 
tering-ships had  joined  the  others  at  the  Orange-gi'ove, 
where  their  whole  force  seemed  to  be  assembled. 
About  a  quarter  before  seven  o'clock,  some  motions 
were  observed  amongst  their  shipping  ;  ami  soon  after, 
the  battering-ships  got  under  way,  with  a  gentle 
breeze  from  the  n(»rth-west,  standing  to  the  southward, 
to  clear  the  men  of  war  ;  and  were  attended  bv  a  number 
of  boats.  As  our  Navy  were  constantly  of  opinion  that 
the  ships  would  be  brought  before  the  Garrison  in  the 
night,  few  suspected  that  the  pre>;ent  mannnivres  were 
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prtparatory  to  tlieir  finally  entering  on  the  interesting 
enterprise :  but  observing  a  crowd  of  spectators  on 
the  beach,  near  Point  Mala,  and  upon  the  neighbouring 
eminences,  and  the  ships  edging  down  towards  the  Gar- 
rison, the  Governor  thought  it  would  l)e  imprudent  any 
longer  to  <loubt  it.  The  Town-batteries  were  accord- 
ingly manned,  an<l  the  grates  and  furnaces  for  heating 
shot  ordercil  to  be  lighte<l. 

Thus  prepared  for  their  reception,  we  had  leisure 
to  notice  the  enemy's  evolutions.  The  ten  Battering- 
ships,  after  leaving  the  men  of  war,  icore  to  the  north  ; 
and  a  little  past  nine  o'cloclv.  bore  down  in  admirable 
order  for  their  several  stations  ;  the  Admiral  in  a  two- 
decker,  mooring  about  nine  hundred  yards  off  the 
King's  bastion  ;  the  others  successively  taking  their 
places  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  Hag-ship,  in  a  masterly 
manner  :  the  most  di>tant  beinir  about  eleven  or  twelve 
himdred  yards  from  the  (iarrison.  Our  Artillery 
allowed  the  enemy  every  reasonable  advantage,  in  per- 
mitting them,  without  molestation,  to  choose  their  dis- 
tance ;  but  as  soon  as  the  first  ship  dropped  her  anchors, 
which  was  about  a  quarter  before  ten  o'clock,  that  in- 
stant our  firing  connnenced.  The  enemy  were  com- 
pletely moorcu  in  little  more  than  ten  minutes.  The 
cannonade  than  became  in  a  high  degree  tremendous. 
The  showers  of  shot  and  shells  which  were  directed 
from  their  land-batteries,  the  l)attering-ships,  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  from  the  various  works  of  the  Garrison, 
exhibited  a  scene,  of  which  perhaj)s  neither  the  pen  nor 
the  pencil  can  furnish  a  competent  idea.  It  is  sutlicient 
to  say,  that  four  hundred  pikces  of  the  heaviest  artil- 
lery were  })laying  at  the  same  moment :  an  instance 
which  has  scarcely  occurred  in  any  siege  since  the  in- 
vention of  those  wonderful  engines  of  destruction. 

Afttr   some  hours   cannonade,   the   battering-ships 
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were  found  to  be  no  less  formidable  than  they  had  been 
re|)resented.  Our  heaviest  shells  often  rel>ounded  from 
their  tops,  whilst  the  thirty-two-pound  shot  seemed  in- 
capable of  making  any  visible  impression  upon  their 
hulls.  Frequently  we  flattered  ourselves  they  were  on 
fire  ;  but  no  sooner  did  the  smoke  appear,  than,  with 
the  most  perserving  intrepidity,  men  were  observed  ap- 
j)lying  water,  from  their  engines  within,  to  those  places 
whence  the  smoke  issued.  These  circumstances,  with 
the  prodigious  cannonade  which  they  maintained,  gave 
us  reason  to  imagine  that  the  attack  would  not  be  so 
soon  decided,  as,  from  our  recent  success  against  their 
land-batteries,  we  had  fondly  expected.  Even  the  Ar- 
tillery themselves,  at  this  period,  had  their  doubts  of 
the  effect  of  the  red-hot  shot,  which  began  to  be  used 
about  twelve,  but  were  not  general  till  between  one 
and  two  o'clock.  The  enemy's  cannon  at  the  com- 
mencement were  too  much  elevated ;  but  about  noon 
their  firing  was  powerful,  and  well  directed.  Our 
casuals  then  became  numerous  ;  particularly  on  those 
batteries  north  of  the  King's  bastion,  which  were  warm- 
ly annoyed  by  the  enemy's  JldJikiitg  and  reverse  fire 
from  the  laml.  Though  so  vexatiously  annoyed  from 
the  Isthmus,  our  Artillery  totally  disregarded  their 
opponents  in  that  (juarter,  directing  their  sole  attention 
to  the  battering-ships,  the  furious  and  spirited  opj)osi- 
tion  of  which  served  to  excite  our  people  to  more  ani- 
mated exerti(»ns.  A  fire,  more  tremendous  if  possible 
than  ever,  was  therefore  directed  from  the  Garrison, 
Incessant  showers  of  hot  balls,  carcasses,  and  shells  of 
every  species,  flew  from  all  quarters  ;  and  as  the  masts 
of  several  of  the  shi])s  were  shot  away,  and  the  rigging 
of  all  in  great  confusion,  our  hopes  of  a  favoui'able  and 
•speedy  decision  began  to  resive. 

About    noon   their  mortar  boat-  and  bomb- ketches 
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attempted  to  second  the  attack  from  the  ships  ;  hut 
the  wind  having  changed  to  the  south-west,  and  blow- 
ing a  smart  breeze,  with  a  heavy  swell,  they  were  pre- 
vented taking  a  part  in  the  action.  The  same  reason 
also  hindered  our  gun-boats  from  flanking  the  batter- 
ing-ships from  the  i-outhward. 

For  some  hours,  the  attack  and  defence  were  so 
equally  well  supported,  as  scarcely  to  admit  any  appear- 
ance  of  superiority  in  the  cannonade  on  eitlur  side. 
The  wonderful  construction  of  the  ships  seemed  to  bid 
defiance  to  the  powers  of  the  heaviest  ordnance.  In 
the  afternoon,  however,  the  face  of  things  began  to 
change  considerably.  The  smoke  which  had  been  ob- 
served to  issue  from  the  upper  part  of  the  flag-ship 
appeared  to  prevail,  notwithstanding  the  constant  ap- 
plication of  water  ;  and  the  Admiral's  Second  was 
perceived  to  be  in  the  same  condition.  Confusion  was 
now  apparent  on  board  several  of  the  vessels  ;  and  by 
the  evening  their  cannonade  was  considerably  abated. 
About  seven  or  eight  it  almost  totally  ceased,  excepting 
from  one  or  two  ships  to  the  northward,  which,  from 
their  distance,  had  suffered  little  injury. 

When  their  firing  began  to  slacken,  various  signals 
were  made  from  the  southernmost  ships  ;  and  as  the 
evening  advanced,  many  rockets  were  thrown  up,  to 
inform  their  friends  (as  we  afterwards  learned)  of  their 
extreme  danger  and  distress.  These  signals  were  im- 
mediately answered,  and  several  boats  were  seen  to  row 
round  the  disabled  ships.  Our  artillery,  at  this  period, 
nmst  have  caused  dreadful  havock  amongst  them.  An 
indistinct  clamour,  with  lamentable  cries  and  groans, 
proceeded  (during  the  short  intervals  of  cessation)  from 
all  quarters  ;  and  a  little  before  midnight,  a  wreck 
floated  in,  upon  which  were  twelve  men,  who  only, 
out  of  threescore  which  were  on  board  their  launch, 
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had  escaped.  These  circumstances  convinced  us  that 
we  had  gained  an  advantage  over  the  enemy ;  yet  we 
did  not  conceive  that  the  victory  was  so  complete  as 
the  succeeding  morning  evinced.  Our  firing  was 
therefore  continued,  though  with  less  vivacity  :  but  as 
the  artillery,  from  such  a  hard-fought  day,  exposed  to 
the  intense  heat  of  a  warm  sun,  in  addition  to  the  ha- 
rassing duties  of  the  preceding  night,  were  much  fa- 
tigued ;  and  as  it  was  impossible  to  foresee  what  new 
objects  might  demand  their  service  the  following  day ; 
the  Governor,  about  six  in  the  evening,  when  the  ene- 
my's fire  abated,  permitted  the  majority  of  the  officers 
and  men  to  be  relieved  by  a  picket  of  a  hundred  men 
from  the  Marine  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Lieut. 
Trentham  ;  and  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers 
of  the  artillery,  were  stationed  on  the  different  batte- 
ries, to  direct  the  sailors  in  the  mode  of  firing  the  hot- 
shot. 

About  an  hour  after  midnight,  the  battering-ship 
which  had  suffered  the  greatest  injury,  and  which  had 
been  frequently  on  fire  the  preceding  day,  was  com- 
pletely in  flames  ;  and  by  two  o'clock,  she  appeared  as 
one  continued  blaze  from  stem  to  stern.  The  ship  to 
the  southward  was  also  on  fire,  but  did  not  burn  with 
so  much  rapidity.  The  light  thrown  out  on  all  sides 
by  the  flames,  enabled  the  artillery  to  point  the  guns 
with  the  utmost  precision,  whilst  the  Rock  and  neigh- 
bouring objects  were  highly  illuminated  ;  forming,  with 
the  constant  flashes  of  our  cannon,  a  mingled  scene  of 
sublimity  and  terror.  Between  three  and  four  o'clock, 
six  other  of  the  battering-ships  indicated  the  efficacy 
of  red-hot  shot ;  and  the  approaching  day  now  promised 
us  one  of  the  completest  defensive  victories  on  record. 

Brigadier  Cui'tis,  who  was  encamped  with  his  bri- 
gade at  Europa,  being  informed  that  the  enemy's  ships 
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were  in  flames,  and  that  the  calmness  of  the  sea  wouM 
permit  his  gun-boats  to  act.  marchc*!,  about  three  o'clock, 
with  a  (letaclnnent  to  the  New  mole :  and  drawing  up  his 
boats  in  such  manner  as  to  flank  the  batterintr-^hips,  com- 
pelled their  boats  to  abandon  them.      As   the  day  ap- 
proached, and  the  Garrison-fire  abated,  the   Brigadier 
advanced,  and  captured  two  launches.      Those  boats 
attempted  to  escape  ;  but  a  shot  killing  and  wounding 
several  men  on   board  one  of  them,   thov  surrendered 
and  were  conducted  to  Ragged-staff.      The   Brigadier 
being  informed  by  the  prisoners,  that  many  men  were, 
through  necessity,  left  by  their  friends  on  board  the 
ships,  he  generously  determined  to  rescue  them  from 
the  inevitable  death   which  seemed  to  impend.     Some 
of  these  infatuated  wretches,  nevertheless  (it  is  said) 
refused  at  first  the  deliverance  which  was  tendered  to 
them,  preferring  the  chanco  of  that  death  which  ap- 
peared  inevitable,   to  being  put  to  the  sword ;  which 
they  had  been  persuaded  would  be  the  consequence,   if 
they  submitted  to  the  Garrison.      Being  Kft  however 
some  moments  to  the  horrors  of  their  fate,  thev  beck- 
oned  the  boats  to  return,  and  resigned  themselves  to 
the  clemency  of  their  conquerors. 

Whil:st  the  navy  were  thus  humanely  relieving  their 
distressed  enemy,  the  flames  reached  the  magazine  of 
one  of  the  battering-ships  to  the  northward,  which 
blew  up,  about  five  o'clock,  with  a  dreadful  explosion. 
In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  following,  another  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  line,  met  with  a  similar  fate.  Tlie  wrt'ck 
from  the  latter  spread  to  a  vast  extent,  and  involved 
our  gun-boats  in  the  most  imminent  danger.  One 
was  sunk,  but  the  crew  were  saved.  A  hole  wius 
forced  through  the  bottom  of  the  Brigadier'^,  boat,  his 
coxswain  killed,  and  the  strokesman  wounded  ;  and  for 
some  time  they  were  obscured  in  the  cloud  of  smoke. 


SIEGE  OF  GIBRALTAR. 


307 


After  this  very  fortunate  escape,  it  was  deemed  pru- 
dent to  withdraw  towards  the  Garrison,  to  avoid  the 
peril  arising  from  the  blowing-up  of  the  remaining 
ships.  The  Brigadier  however  visited  two  other  ships 
in  his  return,  and  landed  nine  officers,  two  priests,  and 
three  hundred  and  thirty-four  private  soldiers  and  sea- 
men, all  Spaniards  ;  which,  with  one  officer  and  eleven 
Frenchmen,  who  had  floated  in  the  preceding  evening, 
made  the  total  number  saved  amount  to  three  hundred 
and  fiftv-seven.  Many  of  the  prisoners  were  severely, 
and  some  of  them  dreadfully  wounded.  They  were 
instantly,  on  being  brought  on  shore,  conveyed  to  our 
hospital*,  and  every  remedy  administered  necessary  for 
their  different  ca.ses. 

During  the  time  that  the  marine  brigade  were  en- 
countering  every  danger  in  their  endeavours  to  save 
an  enemy  from  perishing,  the  batteries  on  the  Isthmus 
(which  ceased  the  preceding  evening,  most  likely  for 
want  of  ammunition,  and  which  had  opened  again  upon 
the  Garrison  on  the  morning  of  the  14th)  maintain(<tl 
a  warm  fire  upon  the  town,  which  killed  and  wounded 
several  men  ;  and  three  or  four  shells  burst  in  the  air, 
over  the  place  where  their  countrymen  were  landed. 
This  ungenerous  proceeding  could  not  escape  the  ob- 
servation of  the  spectators  in  their  camp  ;  and  orders 
probably  were  sent  to  the  Lines  for  the  batteries  to 
cease,  as  they  were  silent  about  ten  o'clock.  ' 

Notwithi^tanding  the  eft'orts  of  the  marine  brigade, 
in  relieving  the  terrified  victims  from  the  burning  ship.^ 
several  unfortunate  men  could  not  be  removed.  The 
scene  at  this  time  exhibited,  was  as  alYecting,  as  that 
which  had  been  presented  in  the  act  of  hostility,  ha«l  been 
terrible  and  tremendous.  Men  crying  from  amidst  the 
flames  for  pity  and  assistance  ;  others,  on  board  those 
ships  where  the  fire  had  made  little  progress,  imploring 
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relief  with  the  most  expressive  gestures  and  signs  ot" 
despair  ;  whilst  several,  equally  exposed  to  the  dangers 
of  the  opposite  element,  trusted  themselves,  on  various 
parts  of  the  wreck,  to  the  chance  of  paddling  to 
the  shore.  A  felucca  belonging  to  the  enemy  approach- 
ed from  the  Orange-grove,  probai>ly  with  the  inten- 
tion of  relieving  these  unfortunate  persons  ;  but,  jealous 
of  her  motives,  the  Garrison  suspected  that  she  came 
to  set  fire  to  one  of  the  battering-ships  which  appeared 
little  injured,  and  obliged  her  to  retire.  Of  the  six 
ships  which  were  still  in  flames,  three  blew  up  before 
eleven  o'clock  ;  the  other  three  burnt  to  the  water's 
edge,  the  magazines  being  wetted  by  the  enemy  before 
the  principal  officers  quitted  the  ships.  The  Admiral's 
flag  was  on  board  one  of  the  latter,  and  wiu^  consumed 
with  the  vessel.  The  remaining  two  battoring-ships, 
we  flattered  ourselves,  might  be  saved  as  glorious  tro- 
phies of  our  success  ;  but  one  of  them  unexpectedly 
burst  out  into  flames,  and  in  a  short  time  blew  up  with 
a  terrible  report  ;  and  Ca[)tain  Gibson  representing  it 
as  impracticable  to  preserve  the  other,  it  was  burnt  in 
the  afternoon,  under  his  directions.  Thus  the  navy 
put  a  finishing  hand  to  this  signal  defensive  victory. 

During  the  hottest  period  of  the  enemy's  cannonade, 
the  Governor  was  present  on  the  King's  bastion,  whiUt 
Lieut.  General  Boyd*  took  his  station  upon  the  Soutli 

*  It  will  not  be  improper  in  this  place  to  repeat,  that  Ge- 
neral Boyd  was  the  founder  of  the  King's  bastion,  as  it  will 
be  an  apology  t\)r  introducing  a  remarkable  speech  of  the 
General  on  that  occasion.  In  1773,  General  Boyd,  attend- 
ed by  Col.  Green,  the  Chief  Enginet'r,  and  many  Field-of- 
ficers of  the  Garrison,  laid  the  foundation-stone  of  that  work 
with  the  ceremony  usual  on  such  occasions.  Upon  placing 
the  stone,  "  This,''  said  the  General,  "  is  the  first  stone  of 
"  a  work  which  I  name  the  Kino's  Bast'on  ;  may  it  be  as 
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bastion,  animating  the  Garrison  by  their  presence,  and 
encouraging  them  to  emulation.  The  exertions  and 
activity  of  the  brave  artillery,  in  this  well-fought  con- 
test, deserve  the  highest  commendations.  To  their 
skill,  perseverance,  and  courage,  with  the  zealous  as- 
sistance of  the  Line,  (particularly  the  corps  in  town, 
the  39th  and  72d  regiments),  was  Gibraltar  indebted 
for  its  safety  against  the  combined  powers,  by  sea  and 
land,  of  France  and  Spain ;  and  the  marine  brigade, 
thousrh  they  had  not  so  considerable  a  share  in  the  du- 
ties  of  the  batteries,  yet  merit  the  warmest  praises  for 
their  generous  intrepidity  in  rescuing  their  devoted 
enemies  from  amidst  the  flames. 

Whilst  the  enemy  were  cool,  and  their  ships  had  re- 
ceived little  damage,  their  principal  objects  were  the 
King's  bastion,  and  Line-wall,  north  of  Orange's  bas- 
tion. Their  largest  ships  (which  were  about  fourteen 
hundred  tons  burthen)  were  stationed  off  the  former, 
in  order  to  silence  that  important  battery,  whilst  a 
breach  was  attempted  by  the  rest,  in  the  curtain  extend- 
ing from  the  latter  to  Montague's  bastion.  If  a  breach 
had  been  effected,  the  prisoners  informed  us,  that  "  their 
*'  grenadiers  were  to  have  stormed  the  Garrison  under 
"  cover  of  the  Combined  Fleets.  "  The  private  men 
complained  bitterly  of  their  oflficers  for  describing  the 
battering-ships  to  be  invulnerable,  and  for  promising 
that  they  were  to  be  seconded  by  ten  sail  of  the  line, 
and  all  the  gun  and  mortar  boats.  They  further  told 
us,  that  "  they  had  been  taught  to  believe  the  Garrison 
"  would  not  be  able  to  discharge  many  rounds  of  hot 
*■'  balls :  their  astonishment,  therefore,  was  inconcciv- 

'*  g:\]]citit]y  defended,  as  I  know  it  will  l)c  ably  executed; 
"  and  may  1  live  to  see  it  resUt  the  united  EnoRXS  of 
"  Fkance  and  Spain  i" 
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"  able,  when  they  discovered  that  we  firfil  them  with 
"  the  lime  precision  and  vivacity  as  cold  shot.  "    "  Ad- 
*'  miral   Moreno,"   they   said,  -  quitted   the    Pastora, 
"  which  was  the  fla^'  ship,  a  little  before  midnight ; 
'•  but  other  officers  retired  much  earlier."     The  loss 
sustained  bv  the  enemy  could  never  be  ascertained  : 
but  from  the  information  of  tho  prisoners,  and  the  num- 
ber.s  seen  dead  on  board  the  ships,  we  estimated  it  coul.l 
not  be  less  than  two   thousand   men,   including  the 
prisoners.      The  casuals  of  the  Garrison,  on  the  con- 
trary   were  so  trifling,  that  it  will   appear  almost  in- 
crediide,  that  such  a  quantity  of  fire,  in  almost  all  its 
destructive  modes  of  action,  should  not  have  produced 
more  eftVct,  with  respect  to  the  loss  of  men.     The  re- 
tuni  stands  thus  : 

Septemder  l.ith,  1782. 

Killed.  JVnvndeJ. 
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Regiments.  <- 

Royal  ArtilUry 
12th  Regiment 
,']Oth  ditto 
:Ah\i  ditto 
.OSth  ditto 
T2d  ditto 
73d  ditto 
y7th  ditto 
Ilardenberg's    - 
Rcdon's 
I)e  la  Mottt's 
Engineers  with  the  Ar-  } 
tifieer  Company  \ 

Marine  Brigade 


1 


.&  F. 

O.S.D.  R.&F 

5 

3    .     .       21 

...        2 

2 

...        5 

2 

2 

1 

1     .             4 

o 

...       12 

• 

1     .     .        J^ 

2 

• 

'.     .     .          \ 

5 


Total     1     2   0  13 


5    0    0    G3 


f  Artillery.       Captain   I^eeves  lolled  ;   Cap- 
I      tains    Groves  an<l    Siw.ird,   with    Lieut. 

Ofticers      |       Godfrey,  wounded. 

killetl  and  <J  58th  regiment.     Lieut.  Wetham,  (who  had 


wounded. 


pernii>sion  to  act  as  an  Art'llery  officer) 
wounded. 
^7o<l  regiment.     Capt.  M'Kenzie  wounded. 


The  distance  of  the  battering  ships  from  the  Garri- 
son was  exactly  such  as  our  artillery  could  have  wished. 
It  required  so  small  an  elevation,  that  almost  every  shot 
took  effect ;  an«l  the  cannon  thus  elevated,  did  not  re- 
quire the  shot  to  be  wadded: — a  circumstance  not  un- 
important ;  as  the  time,  which  at  point-blank  would 
have  been  expended  in  doubly- wadding,  was  employed 
in  keeping  up  the  cannonade  with  greater  briskness. 
The  damage  done  to  our  works  held  no  proportion 
with  the  violence  of  the  attack,  and  the  excessive  can- 
nonade which  they  had  sustained.  The  merlons  of 
the  different  batteries  were  disordered,  and  the  flank 
of  Orange's  bastion  was  a  little  injured  ;  but  the  latter 
was  chiefly  done  l)y  the  land-fire,  and  was  not  of  such 
consequence  as  to  aft'ord  any  room  for  apprehension. 
The  ordnance  and  carriages  were  also  damaged  ;  but 
by  the  activity  of  the  artillery,  the  whole  sea-line,  be- 
fore night,  was  in  serviceable  order. 

The  enemy,  in  this  action,  had  more  than  three  hun- 
dred pieces  of  heavy  ordnance  in  play  ;  whilst  the  Gar- 
rison had  only  eighty  cannon,  seven  mortars,  and  nine 
howitzers  in  opposition.  Upwards  of  eight  thousand 
three  hundred  rounds  (more  than  half  of  which  were 
hot  shot)^  and  seven  hundred  an<l  sixteen  barrels  of 
powder,  were  expended  by  our  artillery.  What  quan- 
tity of  ammunition  was  used  by  the  enemy  could  never 
be  ascertained.  The  following  was  handed  about  as 
an  authentic  list  of  the  battering-ships. 
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Tlie  afternoon  ol  the  Uth,  several  thousand  men 
marched  \vith  colours  from  the  enemy's  camp  to  their 
lilies  ;  and  many  ships  in  the  Combined  Fleet  loosed 
their  top-sails.  These  motions,  and  the  circumstance 
of  many  of  their  boats  being  manned,  caused  various 
speculations  in  the  Garrison.  Whatever  their  future 
operations  might  be,  it  was  prudent  to  be  on  om-  guard  : 
the  artillery  were  ordered  therefore  to  remain  upon  the 
batteries,  and  the  furnaces  for  heating  shot  to  be  con- 
tinued lighted,  lest  the  enemy  should  be  prompted  to 
put  all  to  the  stake,  and  attempt  the  Garrison  by  a 
general  attack.  It  was  indeed  afterwards  rumoured, 
that  such  a  design  bad  been  in  contemplation,  but  was 
over-ruled  by  the  Duke,  who  was  of  opinion  it  would 
be  exposing  the  fleet  and  army  to  inevitable  destruc- 
tion. 

Notwithstanding  this  recent  defeat,  the  enemy  re- 
commenced their  cannonade  from  the  Isthmus  ;  expend- 
ing, during  the  remainder  of  the  month,  from  one  or 
two  thousand  rounds  in  the  twenty-four  hours ;  dimin- 
ishing gradually,  and  confining  their  shells  to  the  night. 
Their  operations  on  the  land  side  were  still  carried  on  ; 
and  if  we  were  able  to  form  any  conjectiu'es  at  this 
period,  from  their  motions  to  the  nortliward,  their  late 
misfortune  did  not  seem  at  all  to  damp  their  hopes  of 
succeeding  against  the  Garrison.  A  flag  of  truce  went 
on  the  loth  with  letters  from  our  prisoners  to  the 
camp ;  and  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the 
Combined  Fleet  handed  in  their  top -sails.  Some  hours 
afterwai'ds  they  manned  their  yards,  and  fired  a  grand 
salute.  We  were  at  a  loss  to  account  for  these  singular 
rejoicings.  Lieut.  M'Namara,  of  the  72d  regiment, 
was  wounded  the  same  dav  at  Willis's,  where  our  work- 
ing-pavtles  were  employed  clearing  away  the  rubbish 
from  the  batteries. 
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The  Garrison  having  experienced  the  powerful 
efficacy  of  red-hot  shot,  and  the  Governor  thinking  't 
expedient  to  have  a  continual  supply  of  them,  the  en- 
gineers erectetl  kilns  (similar  to  those  used  in  hurning 
lime,  but  smaller)  in  various  parts  of  the  Garrison. 
They  were  large  enough  to  heat  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred in  an  hour  and  a  quarter  ;  .and  by  this  invention 
hot  shot  were,  if  thought  necessary,  kept  continually 
ready  for  use.  Our  former  method  of  heating  the  shot, 
was  either  in  the  grates  and  furnaces  made  for  that 
purpose,  or  by  piling  them  in  a  corner  of  some  old 
house  adjoining  the  batteries  (as  was  principally  the 
practice  on  the  13th),  and  surrounding  them  with  fag- 
gots, pieces  of  timber,  and  small-coal.  Hy  those  means, 
the  artificers  were  enabled  to  supply  the  artillery  with 
a  constant  succession  for  the  ordnance.  Answers  were 
received,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  J  0th,  to  the  prisoners' 
letters.  At  night,  a  great  number  of  signals  were 
made  by  the  Combined  Fleet.  Shot  were  therefore 
again  ordered  to  be  heated,  and  the  artillery  cautioned 
to  be  ready  to  man  the  batteries.  The  SDth  and  72d 
regiments  also  lay  fully  accoutred.  The  same  night, 
the  sailors  recovered  the  gun-boat  which  had  been  sunk 
on  the  morning  of  the  14th.  As  the  prisoners  inform- 
ed us,  that  intelligence  had  been  received,  previous  to 
the  attack  of  the  battering-ships,  that  Lord  Howe, 
with  the  British  Heet,  was  preparing  to  sail  for  the  re- 
lief of  Gibraltar,  the  Navy  began  to  prepare  to  raise 
the  Brilliant  and  Porcupine  frigates,  which  had  been 
scuttled  in  the  New  mole ;  but  their  efforts,  for  some 
time,  were  not  attended  with  success. 

The  Spanish  otiioers,  pri-^oners,  with  the  Frenchmen 
who  were  taken  up  from  the  wreck  upon  the  night  of 
tlie  13tli,  were  sent  to  the  camp  on  the  evening  of  the 
17th.     The  remaining  Spanish  privates  were  encamped 
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upon  Windmill-hill,  and  given  in  charge  to  the  Corsi- 
cans.  Of  the  number  who  had  been  saved  from  the 
battering-ships,  were  an  officer,  a  captain  of  marines, 
an«l  twenty-nine  privates,  who  were  wounded.  Most 
of  these  recovered  in  oiu*  hospital ;  but  the  officer,  not- 
withstanding every  assistance  and  attention,  died  on 
the  17th.  He  was  buried,  the  succeeding  day,  with 
all  military  honours,  attended  by  the  grenadiers  of  the 
3yth  regiment. 

When  we  reflected  of  what  vast  importance  this  grand 
enterprise  was  esteemed,  and  what  immense  sums  had 
been  expended  in  the  ingenious  and  formidable  pre- 
parations, it  was  observed,  with  no  small  surprise,  by 
many  who  were  present  when  the  prisoners  were  land- 
ed, that  the  majority  of  them  seemed  to  be  past  that 
age  when  the  vital  powers  are  supposed  to  be  in  their 
greatest  vigour.  In  an  expedition  where  youth  and 
strength  best  promised  a  Aivourable  issue,  this  impolitic 
arrangement  certainly  could  not  pervade  the  whole ! 
The  Spaniards,  from  their  dark  complexion  and  scanty 
diet,  have  naturally,  even  when  young,  an  aged  look  : 
and  yet  our  observations  seemed  confirmed  by  other 
indubitable  facts.  Several  bodies  were  thrown  ashore, 
all  of  which  seemed  advanced  in  years  ;  and  one  in  par' 
ticular  appeared,  from  his  grey  beard  and  lean  visage, 
past  sixty.  This  corpse  was  horribly  mutilated,  and, 
with  the  miserable  objects  then  under  the  care  of  our 
surgeons,  convinced  us,  by  ocular  proof,  of  the  dreadful 
havock  which  our  artillery  must  have  made  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  day. 

The  westerly  wind,  which  had  cast  up  these  unfor- 
tunate men,  threw  also  on  shore  many  trifling  cm-io- 
sities,  and  some  things  of  value,  which  had  floated  on 
the  surface  of  the  Bay,  after  the  battering-ships  had 
blown  up.     Large  wax  candles,  such  as  are  usually 
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burnt  by  the  Romish  pru-.ts  before  their  altars ;  s^ilt 
provisions;  and  a  great  number  of  amn.unition-boxes, 
containing  ten  rounds  of  powder  in  hnen  cartridges, 
,,ere  collected  bv  the  Garrison  the  mornmg  succeedmg 
the  defeat.     Considerable   pieces   of  mahogany,   and 
some  cedar,  were  saved  from  the  .Tecks  of  those  jnps 
whose  magazines  did  not  blow  up,  which  were  after- 
wards  converted  into  various  useful  articles  serving  as 
memorials  of  om-  victory.     The  Governor  had  a  hand- 
Tome  set  of  tables  made  for  the  Convent  (the  holes  m 
the  cedar,  where  the  fire  had  penetrated,  being  filled 
up  with  sound  wood,  cut  in  various  figures    forming  a 
bLtiful  contrast  with  the  burnt  part),  ^  -h^^^^^^^^^^^ 
as  a  standing  monument  to  the  guests,  of  the  transac 
tions  of  that  glorious  day. 

The  enemy's  fire  on  the  I9th  was  warmer  than  the 
f^w  nrecedin-  days ;  and  what  was  rather  extraordi- 
t^^::^coJ^^^  whiU  a  fiag  of  truce  went  f^om 
the  Governor,  and  another  returned  m  answer.     The 
'officer  who  brought  the  Duke  de  CHlWs  ans..^^^^ 
one  of  his  Aide-de-camps,  the   Count  de  Rusigmac 
Colonel  of  the  French   Regiment  de  thartres      He 
press^  much  to  deliver  his  packet  personally  to  the 
Governor,  and  offered  to  submit  to  be  blmd-folded 
provided  he  could  be  admitted  into  the  Garrison.     He 
L  even  so  urgent  as  to  put  his  foot  on  board  our  boat 
bu"  was  informed  by  the  Aide-de-camp  that  his  requ  s 
could  not  be  complied  with.     Not  content  with  thi 
ans    er    our  flag  was  obliged  to  return,  to  acquaint 
th     Governor  with  this  extraordinary  circumstance 
who  poUtely  excused  himself  the  honour  which  the 
Coun?  intended  him,  as  the  state  of  aftau-s  would  not 
then  permit  it.      We  shall  have  occasion  again  to  men- 
ion  'he  Count  before  the  close  of. th-  work      The 
wind  changed  to  the  east  in  the  night  of  the  19th. 


SIEGE  OF  GIBRALTAR. 


317 


but  the  Combined  Fleet  still  remained  at  anchor  m  the 
Bay.  The  20th,  the  mortar-boats,  whicli  had  remain- 
ed inactive  for  some  time,  bombarded  the  Garrison. 
They  seemed  to  be  attended  by  only  four  or  five  gun- 
])oats,  and  were  extremely  cautious  in  directing  their 
fire.  Three  shells  fell  in  Southport  ditch,  amongst 
the  3i)th  regiment. 

Some  changes  took  place  in  the  Governor's  suite  on 
the  21»t :  Town-major  Capt.  Foulis  Mas  appointed 
Aide-de-camp  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  Capt. 
Delhoste,  of  the  7'2i\  regiment.  Town-major.  A  flag 
of  truce,  the  same  day,  brought  over  a  letter  from  the 
Duke,  in  answer  to  one  from  the  Governor,  of  the  pre- 
ceding day.  Their  boat  also  brought  clothing  for  the 
Walloon  prisoners.  In  the  evening,  about  eight  o'clock, 
reports  were  received  from  the  Northern  guards,  that 
the  enemy  were  in  motion  in  their  camp,  and  that  troops 
were  marching  down  to  the  lines.  About  the  same 
time,  some  extraordinary  signals  were  made  by  the 
Spanish  Admiral.  The  three  pickets  remaining  with 
the  Field-oflicer  in  town  were  immediately  detached  to 
reinforce  tlic  Captain  of  Landport,  the  Lines,  and 
Waterport,  who,  besides  their  usual  guards,  had  each 
two  pickets  with  them  before.  The  39th  and  "^d  regi- 
ments were  again  ordered  to  lie  accoutred,  and  the 
artillery  cautioned  to  be  alert.  By  this  disposition  it 
wiuj  evident  the  Governor  still  expected  a  further 
attack  upon  the  (iarri^on  ;  and  that  evening  it  was 
most  to  be  apprehended,  as  it  was  possible  that  the 
Duke  by  that  day  might  receive  an  answer  from  Ma- 
drid, indicating  his  future  operations.  Upwards  of 
twelve  hundred  men  being  thus  distributed  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  (irand  l)attery,  with  two  regiments  at 
hand  to  act  as  corps  de  reserve,  we  waited  the  further 
movements  of  the  enemy.     A  little  before  midnight,  n 
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soldier  of  the  73d  repiment,  removing  rubbish  from  the 
Prince's  lines,  foil  from  the  extremity,  and  was  killed. 
An  officer  with  a  small  detachment  was  immediately 
ordered  from  Landport,  to  bring  in  the  body.  This 
was  discovered  by  the  enemy's  advanced  parties,  who 
opposed  it  by  a  b'risk  discharge  of  musketry  in  regular 
platoons.  Queen's-lines  guard  protected  our  party, 
who  returned  with  the  body  without  any  casualties. 
The  steady  and  animated  fire  supported  by  the  enemy, 
convincedus  of  the  strength  of  their  advanced  posts. 
Nothing  extraordinary,  however,  happened  during  the 
night  after  this  occurrence. 

The  Governor  still  continued  the  party  at  Lower 
Forbes's  under  the  Lines.     On  the  night  of  the  23d, 
they  discovered  two  men  near  the  stone  sentry-box, 
within  the  ruins  of  the  old  barrier.     The  Serjeant's  or- 
ders Cthe  reader  may  remember)  were,  not  to  fire  ])\it 
in  his  own  defence,  or  in  case  of  an  alarm  :  but,  ob- 
serving them  measuring,  with  a  chain,  the  distance  be- 
tween the  foot  of  the  Rock   and  the   inundation,  an«l 
thinking  they  might  be  persons  of  some  consequence, 
and  probably  possessed  of  memorandums  which  might 
discover  the  motivesof  their  manfruvres,  he  determined 
in  this  case  to  fire :  they  in  return,  alarmed  at  his  pre- 
parations, suddenly  appeared  on  the  defensive  ;  but  the 
Serjeant  was  so  lucky  as  to  kill  the  principal  person,  an<l 
the  other  ran  off.     The  body  was  instantly  brought  in, 
but  no  papers  of  consequence  were  found  about  him. 
He  was  thought  to  have  been  a  volunteer.     The  Ser- 
jeant, who  was  a  Cadet  in  General  Reden's  regiment, 
was  soon  afterwards  promoted  to  a  commission  :  but 
whether  for  this  service,  or  in  his  tour  I  cannot  inform 
my  reader. 

The  enemy's  firing  seemed  now  to  be  directed  undi  r 
the  following  regulations.      About  five  or   six  in  the 
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morning,  when  the  night-pickets  were  retiring  from 
tiieir  posts,  tlie  cannonade  commenced,  and  continued 
pr«'tty  brisk  till  noon.  From  twelve  to  two  o'clock 
there  was  the  usual  intermission ;  for,  as  I  have  re- 
marked before,  they  would  not  be  deprived  of  their 
customary  nap,  or  siesta.  In  the  decline  of  the  day, 
they  discharged  more  or  less,  as  their  caprice  dictated. 
About  seven  in  the  evening,  their  cannf»n  ceased,  and 
their  mortars  took  up  the  fire,  continuing  it  till  day- 
break of  the  succeeding  day.  The  ammunition  now  ex- 
pended was  generally  from  four  to  five,  and  sometimes 
six  hundred  shells  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  with  from 
six  hundred  to  a  thousand  shot.  The  profusion  of  the 
former  had  greatly  diminished  the  innnense  piles  in 
their  artillery-park,  and  their  howitzers  were  not  so  la- 
vish of  their  troublesome  shells  as  they  had  been. 

The  24th  the  Brilliant  frigate  was  raised  after  much 
trouble.  The  same  day  about  noon,  upwards  of  fif>y 
boats,  whicii  had  been  assembled  for  the  attack,  re- 
turned to  the  westward,  and  the  mantlet-boats  retired 
up  the  river  Palmones.  The  departure  of  the  former, 
with  others  which  ha«l  left  the  Ray  the  two  preceding 
days,  reduced  their  small  craft  to  a  very  trifiing  muu- 
ber. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


The  Comliined  Fleets  remain  in  Gibraltar  Bay,  l>eing  deter- 
mined to  oppose  the  relief  of  the  Grtrrison. — Captain  Cur- 
tis visits  the  enemy's  camp,  to  estahlish  a  cartel — Ene- 
my raise  additional  works.— The  Coni»)iiud  Fleets  >;reatJy 
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distressed  bv  a  hurricane.— A  Spanish  line-of-battle  ship 
is  driven  under  the  walls  of  Gibraltar,  and  submits  to  the 
Garrison— At  this  juncture  the  Hritish  Fleet  appear  in 
the  Straits,  but  the  convoy  unfortunately  pass  the  Rock 
to  the  eastward—Letters  received  from  the  British  Mi- 
nistrv  by  the  Governor— The  Combined  Fleets  after  mak- 
in-  repairs,  follow  the  British  Fleet,  but  avoid  an  action. 
—Lord  Howe  conducts  the  convoy  safe  into  the  Bay,  sails 
to  the  westward,  and  is  followed  by  the  Combined  Fleet.. 
Enemy's  cannonade  diminishes,  and  the  fire  from  the 
Garrison  increases.— Enemy  establish  a  post  under  the 
Rock  near  the  Devil's  tower— Repeat  their  attacks  from 
the  'nin-boats.     The  Duke  de  Crillon  acquaints  General 
Elion  that  the  preliminaries  of  a  general  peace  had 
been    signed— Hostilities  in   consequence  cease.— The 
Emperor  of  Morocco  sends  a  present  of  cattle  with  a  let- 
ter to  General  Eliott,  who  soon  afterwards  receives  from 
England  official  account:i  of  the  peace— Interview  be- 
tween the  Duke  de  Crillon  and  the  Governor.     The  Go- 
vernor  views  the  Spanish  batteries,  and   dines  at  San 
Roque.— The  Duke  returns  the  visit,  in  the  Garrison — 
Ceremony  of  investing  the  Governor  with  the  order  of  the 
Bath.— Sir  George  Augustus  Elioti's  speech  to  the  Gar- 
rison, upon  communicating  to  them  the  thanks  of  the 
King  and  Parliament  for  their  defence  of  Gibbaltar. 


Notwithstanding  we  might  naturally  infer  from  the 
dispersion  of  their  small  craft,  that  the  enemy  had  at 
length  relin(iuishea  the  hope  of  taking  Gibraltar  by 
force  of  arms  ;  yet  the  continuance  of  their  cannonade, 
and  the  presence  of  the  combined  Heets  (though  fre- 
quent  opportunities  had  ottered  for  their  return  to  the 
westward)  rendered  their  conduct  so  aml/iguous,  that 
wo  coidd  form  no  idea  what  line  they  proposed  to  pur- 
...0  in  their  fiUm'c  operation.-.      We  knew  a  rdief  v,  is 
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intended  by  the  British  fleet  ;  but  we  could  never  ima- 
gine, if  there  was  any  thing  of  an  equality,  that  the 
enemy  would  venture  an  opposition,  even  though  a 
victory  might  make  them  masters  of  Gibraltar.  We 
waited  therefore  a  few  days,  to  observe  the  movements 
of  om'  adversaries,  and  by  their  actions  expected  to 
solve  the  difficultv. 

The  evening  of  the  26th  of  September,  the  whole  of 
the  combined  army  were  under  arms,   formed  in  one 
line  (which  extended  about  four  miles  and  a  half)  from 
the   river    Guadaranque  to  very  ne.ir   Fort   Tonara. 
Some  persons  of  high  rank,  attended  by  a  numerous 
suite  of  cavalry,  passed  along  the  front ;  and  they  were 
not  dismissed  till  after  sun-set.      In  the  evening.  Major 
Horsfall,  of  the  72d  regiment,  was  wounded  by  a  splin- 
ter of  a  shell.      At  night,  another  of  our  workmen  in 
the  Prince's  lines  fell  from  the  extremity  and  Mas  killed. 
A  party  was  detached  from  Landport  to  bring  in  the 
body,  and  the  Queen's  lines  and  other  guards  ordered 
to  protect  them  :  the  enemy  however  remained  quiet. 
The  27th,  their  parties  began  to  collect  brush-wood  for 
fascines.     This  circumstance  served  the  more  to   in- 
crease our  doubts  relative   to  their   future   conduct. 
The  same  day,  our  navy  got  up  the  Porcupine  frigate  ; 
the  engineers  also  finished  the  Royal  and  Green' s-lodgo 
batteries.     The  former  is  thirteeen  hundred,  and  the 
latter  nine  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  Isthmus  ; 
yet,  notwithstanding   this  elevation,  the  enemy's  fire 
during  Don  Alvarez's  bombardment,  was  found  to  be  so 
galling,  that  the  engineers  were  under  the  necessity  of 
covering  them  with  cai.-soned  merlons.    Several  launch- 
es full  of  troops  were  observed,  on  the  29th,  going  on 
board  the  combined  fleet.     They  were  supposed  to  be 
marines  who  had  been  landed  from  the  men  of  war 
previous  to  the  grand   attack.      A  f1;t<j-   .>f  truce,   the 
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same  dav,  brought  clothes  for  the  prisoners.     Early 
on  the  morning:  of  the  30th,  a  soldier  of  the  72d  regi- 
ment  deserted  from  the  Serjeant's  party  at  Lower  For- 
bes's.     His  own  brother  was  one  of  the  guard.     The 
same  dav,  the  Combined  Fleets  were  joined  by  a  hne-of 
battle  ship.      The  enemv's  cannonade  still  continued  to 
be  about  a  thousand,  or' eleven  hun.lrod  rounds  of  shot 
and  shells  in  the  twentv-four  hours.      Willis's  batteries, 
and  the  extremitv  of  the  Princt-'s  and   Queen's  hues, 
were  much  damaged  from  the  sixty-four  gun  battery. 
A  flag  of  truce  went  from  the  Garrison  with  a  letter, 
and  two  parcels,  which  had  been  sent  on  the  29th,  di- 
rected  for  persons  who  could  not  be  found  amongst  the 
prisoners.      In  the  evening  of  the  30th,   the  mortar- 
l^ats  bombarded  our  camp.      At  first  we  imagined  they 
were  alone,  but  the  gun-boats  soon  afterwards  fired 
upon  the  town  from  the  northward.     Two  shells  fell  m 
the  hospital,  and  wounded  several  of  the  sick.     Other 
ca=^ualties  also  happened  in  the  Garrison.      1  he  pri- 
soners upon  Windmill-hill  were  alarmed  on  two  or  three 
shells  falling  near  their  camp  ;  and  it  was  not  without 
some  severity,  that  their  guards  could  keep  themselves 
within  the  boundaries.  ^ 

Early  on  the  first  of  October,  a  boat  came  into  Little 
Bav   with  a  Corsican  on  board,  who  had  escaped  from 
Aha/iras.     lie  had  been  mate  of  a  neutral  vessel ; 
but^  hearing  that  some  of  his  relations  were  in  the  Cor- 
sican corps,  he  was  determined  to  join  his  countrymen. 
The  intelligence  which  he  brought  was,  that   Lord 
Howe  onlv  waited  some  reinforcements  to  sad  for  the 
relief  of  Gibraltar,  and  that  the  Combined  Fleet  were 
resolved  to  oppose  him.     Thus  consoled  with  the  hope 
of  preventing  the  intended  succours,  the  enemy  still  flat- 
tered themselves  that  Gibraltar  must  of  necessity  sub- 
mit through  the  mere  failure  of  provisions.     Li  the 
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course  of  the  day,  the  corpse  of  a  Spanish  Officer  was 
washed  ashore  under  our  walls :  a  purse  of  pistoles,  and 
a  gold  watch,  were  found  in  his  pockets.  He  was 
buried  with  respect,  two  Navy  Officers  attending  the 
funeral ;  and  the  following  day,  a  flag  of  truce  deliver- 
ed the  watch  and  money,  to  be  returned  to  his  friends. 
The  2d,  several  men  were  wounded  by  the  enemy's 
shot,  in  the  gallery  above  Farringdon's,  which  continu- 
ed to  be  prosecuted  with  diligence  ;  and  Serjeant  Har- 
rop,  of  the  72d  regiment,  (a  man  universally  admired 
for  his  gallantry  and  conduct  in  the  works)  was  killed 
at  Willis's.  W^e  observed,  the  same  dav,  several  boats, 
which  formerly  had  mantlets  in  the  bow,  returning  from 
the  river  Palmoncs  ;  having,  as  we  imagined,  undergone 
some  alterations,  to  enable  them  to  act  as  gun-boats. 
In  case  of  a  visit  from  the  latter,  signals  were  now 
determined  upon,  to  intimate  when  the  artillery  were 
to  man  the  batteries.  Two  guns  quick,  and  a  red  flag 
hoisted  upon  a  flag-staff  erected  on  the  South  bastion, 
was  to  be  the  day-signal ;  two  guns  quick,  and  a  light, 
the  signal  for  the  night.  In  the  evening,  we  had  an 
opportunity  of  practising  our  new  signals,  by  the  ap- 
proach of  the  mortar-boats,  which  bombarded  the  Gar- 
rison for  about  two  hours.  The  gun-boats,  though 
perhaps  attending  them,  did  not  fire.  Previous  to  their 
visit,  some  muskets  were  discharged,  and  some  signals 
made  amongst  the  Fleet ;  but  we  could  not  observe 
any  particular  movements. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  3d,  a  Spanish  frigate,  with  a 
flag  of  truce  at  her  fore-top-gallant  mast-head,  anchor- 
ed within  gun-shot  of  the  Old-mole  head,  and  immedi- 
ately Capt.  Curtis  went  on  board  her.  In  the  forenoon, 
Capt.  Curtis  returned,  and  the  frigate  saile<l  back  to 
the  fleet.  The  wind  at  the  time  was  so  strong,  that 
she  was  obliged  to  leave  her  anchor  behind ;  which 
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being  mentioned  to  the  Governor,  orders  were  sent 
not  U,  fire  upon  the  hoats  when  they  returned  to  fish 
it  un.     The  following  dav,  Capt.  Curtis,  accompanied 
l>v  the  Governor's  secretary  and  a  Naval  officer,  went 
in  his  barge  to  the  Orange-grove;  where  aj'';^^^^??,^ 
waited,  and  conducted  them  to  Buena- Vista,  the  Duke  s 
quarters.     The  intention  of  this  visit,   we  afterwards 
understood,  was  to  establish  a  cartel  with  the  Spamards 
for  the  exchange  of  prisoners.     Capt.  Curtis  ^vas  intro- 
duced by  the  Duke  de  Crillon,  to  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Count  d'Artois,  who  thanked  him,  in  very   hand- 
some terms,  for  his  humanity  and  gallantry  in  relieving 
the  unfortunate  prisoners  from  the  burning  battering- 
ships  ;  requesting  Capt.  Curtis  at  the  same  time  to  m- 
form  the  Governor,  that  he  entertanifd  the  highest  es- 
teem  and  respect  for   him,  for   his  benevolence  and 
liberalitv  to  the   prisoners   upon   the   same  occasion. 
Before  Capt.  Cuitis  returned,  which  was  in  the   even- 
ing the  kilns  for  heating  shot  were  lighted,  and    other 
preparations  made,   a.s  if  some  attack  was  expected. 
Daring  this  correspondence,  the  enemy  s  batteries  ob- 
served a  proper  silence,  in  respect  to  the  flag.     Capt 
Curtis  informed  us,  that  Lord  Howe,  with  the  Britisli 
fleet    was  on  his  passage  to   the   Me<literranean.     The 
Garrison  did  not  however  feel  that  indescribable  satis- 
fiction  and  pleasure  on  this  intelhgence,  which  we  had 
experienced  when  Admirals  Rodney   and  Darby  wen- 
announced  in  1780  and  1781.     A   French   Rear-Adm,- 
ral  in  a  three  decker,  with  a  frigate,  and  several  smaller 
armed  vessels,  joined  the   Combined  Fleet  on  the  3d. 
The  man  of  war  had  many  signals  flying  when  she 
entered  the  Bay,  which  were  answered  by  the  Spanish 

Admiral.  . 

The  enemy's  cannonade  was  still  continuerl,  with 
such  variation  as  their  caprice  dictated.     The  number 
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of  rounds  of  shot  and  shells  usually  exceeded  eight  hun- 
dred in  the  twenty-four  hours,  and  sometimes  amount- 
ed to  eleven  or  twelve  hundred.  We  amused  them 
with  a  trifling'  return,  directed  chiefly  to  their  parties, 
who,  to  our  astonishment,  were  still  forming  consider- 
able depots  of  fascines  and  materials  in  the  lines.  Lieut. 
Kenneth  M'Kenzie,  of  the  73d,  was  wounded  on  the 
4th,  in  the  communication  from  the  King's  to  the 
Queen's  lines.  Two  days  afterwards,  agreeably  to  a 
flag  of  truce  of  the  preceding  day,  the  Spanish  prison- 
ers (excepting  ten  sick  in  the  hospital,  and  fifty -nine 
Walloons  and  foreigners  who  requested  to  stay  behind) 
were  sent  to  the  Combined  camp.  The  Walloons  who 
preferred  staying  in  the  Garrison  were  embodied  into 
those  corps  which  chose  to  receive  them.  The  39th 
and  58th  regiments  entertained  ten  each  ;  and  the 
remainder  were  incorporated  with  the  Corsican  com- 
pany. 

Two  of  the  enemy's  engineers  had  been  observed,  on 
the  4th,  picketing  out  a  work,  extending  from  the  ruins 
of  the  Mahon  battery  to  the  western  beach,  crossing 
the  north-west  angle  of  the  furthest  gardens.  We 
were  at  a  loss  what  to  conclude  from  this  appearance 
of  a  determination  still  to  prosecute  the  siege.  They 
did  not  however  let  us  remain  long  in  suspense  ;  for, 
on  the  morning  of  the  Gth,  we  discovered  that  they 
had  erected  a  strong  boyau  of  approach,  extending  in 
the  line  before  mentioned,  about  four  hundred  and  thirty 
yards — near  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  It  was  raised  with 
sand-bags  ;  and  from  its  resemblance  to  the  original 
epaulement  of  the  sixty- four-gun  battery,  some  imagin- 
ed it  was  intended  for  the  same  purpose  ;  though  the  en- 
gineers were  of  opinion  it  was  only  a  communication  to 
some  additional  works  in  embryo.  Although  the  enemy, 
by  throwing  up  this  extensive  work,  gained  by  stealth 
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a  second  advantage  u^on  the  Garrison,  yet  the  Governor 
^^'as  determined,  if  po.aible,  to  prevent  them  eompletmg 
i*      The  Old  mole  head  howitzers,  with  a  warm  hre 
from  the  hei-hts,  were  opened  at  night  upon  this  new 
ohiect ;  and,  as  the  former  almost  ent.rtly  cnjilnded  it, 
the  enemy  were  so  much  annoyed,  that  it  was  never 
finished.     The  ni-ht  of  the  6th,  they  made  pood  the 
communication  to  the  parallel,   from  the  extremity  c.f 
the  bovau,  neai-  the  ruins  of  the  Muhon  battery,  which 
was  left  imperfect  the  preceding  nii;ht. 

The  following  dav,  the  St.  ^hirtin'sbattery  tool,  fire 
from  the  wadding  or  discharge  of  their  own  cannon. 
One  merlon  was  destroyeil,  and  another  considerably 
damaged,  before   the   flames    could   be  extingmshed. 
We  threw  a  few  shells  from  below,  to  disturb  laem  m 
this  duty  ;  but  otherwise  no  particular  notice  was  taken 
of  the  accident.     The  enemy  found  their  situation  so 
extremely  warm  in  their  new  b<.vau,  that  on  the  night 
of  the  7th  thev  threw  up  a  strong  ^IduMit  :.^  the  ex- 
tremity  near  *the  beach,  to  protect  them   a;,ainst  the 
howitzers  of  the  Old  mole  head.     The  shell  <  were  ne- 
vertheless  tired  with  such  judgment  and  dexterity,  as 
ju^t  to  clear  the  traverse,  and   seemed  to  do  as  much 
execution  in  the  interior  part  as  before.     Great  quan- 
titles   of  fascines,   &c.    were   scattered    in   the   rear ; 
whence  we  concluded  they  purposed  working  in  the 
nidit  but  had  been  prevented  by  the  vivacity  of  our 
fire    '  They  also  rei.aired  the  St.  Martin  s  battery.      A 
flacr  of  truce  brought  over  letters  for  the  Governor  an.l 
Capt.  Curtis  on  the  8th ;  and  at  night,  a  boat  sad-d 
for  Leghorn  with  a  n.id.^hipman  and  six  sailors,  bear- 
m^  home  dispatches  from  the  Governor.     This  was 
the  first  boat  or  vessel  which  left  the  Garrison  after  the 
victorv  of  the  preceding  nifrnth. 

The  enemy,  about  the  8th  or  9th,  adopted  a  new 
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plan  for  the  regulation  of  their  bombardment  during 
tlie  night :  every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  they  discharged 
five,  seven,  and  sometimes  ten  mortars  at  the  same 
time,  directing  their  shells  princii)ally  to  the  same  ob- 
ject. After  a  silence  of  the  above  period,  they  saluted 
us  with  a  second  volley,  and  so  on  till  morninc:  gun- 
fire. Tlie  number  of  rounds  continued  variable,  from 
fi)iir  to  six  hundred  shots,  M'ith  almost  the  same  pro- 
portion of  shells,  in  the  twonty-four  hours.  They  were 
enabled  to  expend  these  immense  quantities  of  ammu- 
nition by  receiving  constant  supplies.  The  parties  in 
the  fascine-park  appeared  now  to  be  considerably  in- 
creased, and  an  universal  activity  seemed  still  to  pre- 
vail through  the  diftVrent  departments.  A  person  i''"- 
nonmt  of  what  had  passed,  and  suddenly  brought  to 
view  their  proceedings,  might  therefore  naturally  con- 
clude from  their  operations,  that  they  were  elated  Mith 
some  success,  rather  than  depressed  by  a  defeat.  On  the 
night  of  the  9th,  some  signals  were  made  at  Cabrita 
Point,  which  were  answered  by  the  Combined  fleets 
each  sliij)  showing  a  light. 

The  wind  blew  fresh  westerly  on  the  10th  ;  and  two 
frigates  and  a  cutter  joined  the  Combined  fleets  from 
that  quarter.  In  the  evening,  a  number  of  signals 
were  made  by  the  Spanish  Admiral,  which  were  an- 
swered by  various  ships  in  the  fleet.  After  sun-set 
the  gale  increased,  and  at  midnight  it  blew  a  hurricane, 
with  smart  showers  of  rain.  Signal-guns  were  repeat- 
edly fired  by  tlie  Combined  fleets;  and  from  their 
continuance,  and  the  violence  of  the  wind,  we  conclud- 
ed some  of  them  were  in  distress.  At  day-break,  a 
Spanish  two-decker  was  discovered  in  a  crippled  state, 
close  iti  shore  off  Orange's  bastion :  she  was  under 
close-reefed  courses,  and  had  lost  her  mizen-top-mast. 
Observing  her  <langer  upon  an  enemy's  lee-shore,  she 
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Garrison  :    «  ^''".  P^Kin^'s  b-.!tion  which  killed  two 
through  her  ftom  the  Kngstet  on     ^^^^^^^^^^  ^^^ 

.„d  -"^f^lXJ^tZ^,  a„,l  struck  to  the  Gar- 
groundca  ne,u   Kagge  ,  ^^^  colours. 

rison,  hoisting  an  E" '  ■^„.  >  t^,  ^„„n.eaiately  took 
A  boa.  from  the  «  -^'^r^'/;;  g,.  Michael,  of  seven- 
possession  of '>'««■'"  "'!="<•  .  j„_^„  Moreno,  a 

^^''.Ori-Sce^s  ana  men,  to  the —r 

f,£  hundred  ^^^::^zs::  t!z:::^ 

^o^f^^or^^^^^f^^  „,,J  i^a  by  their 
conducted  to  the     u.u^t    s  be  ^^1^^^  ^^  ^^^_ 

friends  upon  ^\  .ndm.U-h.ll.      in  .^^usly 

sent  when  they  ^-^^J  'tntaTe  unseafched,  and 

permitted  them  *°  ^^'^^  *^^  ;,^v,"f.^„^i,4„ns.     When  the 
the  officers  the.r  ^tock  of  <resh  ^^^^^^^.^^  ^,^^ 

mornmg  cleared  up,  so  as  to  a  ^   j^       ,    i^ 

,,,te  of  the  C^"'^^::^::Zr^Ar  Grand 

'"  '?:;„e'- "    r  eneh   hi .  of  the  line  had  lost  her  fore 
rr,aga7.me  .  a  I  ';"'^"      '     three-decker,  was  missmg, 

•""*'"•  to  be      iveT  ft  m  her  anchors  to  the  east- 
'"T  W  thre    or  four  were  forced  half-bay  over 

z;:^:;^:::^  otU .«»,.  -f.  -ea.o  ..n 

cont„u,ed  afe»  homsong    ,  i  ^^^^^^^  ,_^^^.^ 

L'^r'^t^^le-:;  he%..  Michaek     -^^^^^^^ 

r:i;;:^i::^^^---~tr::! 
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Garrison  were  not  idle  siDectators  of  these  movements  : 
several  sea-mortars  were  soon  brought  to  bear  on  the 
nearest  ships,  and  one  was  in  a  short  time  obliged  to  movej 
but  anclioring  again  oft  Point  Mala,  we  continued  an- 
noying her  with  shells  and  red-hot  shot,  till  she  warped 
out  of  our  range. 

The  prisoners  were  no  sooner  landed  from  the  prize, 
than  the  seamen  bf^gan  to  lighten  the  vessel,  by  remov- 
ing her  powder  ashore,  and  cutting  away  the  mizen- 
mast ;  but  remaining  still  aground,  they  carried  out 
anchors  to  prevent  her  going  further  ashore,  intending 
to  renew  their  exertions  to  warp  her  off^  at  high  water. 
The  St.  Michael  was  esteemed  one  of  the  best  sailers  in 
the  Spanish  navy.  She  was  a  new  ship,  built  at  the 
Havannah  ;  very  lofty  between  decks,  which  were  of 
mahogany,  and  her  beams  of  cedar.  When  the  Com- 
bined fleets  appeared  in  the  English  Channel,  the  St. 
Michael  was  one  of  the  leading  ships,  and  was  also  in 
the  squadron  which  fired  upon  the  Garrison  the  9th  of 
September,  when  the  Duke  de  Crillon  opened  his  bat- 
teries. The  Spanish  officers  informed  us  they  had  re- 
ceived intelligence  the  preceding  day,  of  the  ai)proach  of 
the  Briti.-h  fleet;  which  had  induced  Admiral  Cordova 
to  order  the  Combined  fleets  to  lie  at  single  anchor, 
and  prepare  to  weigh  at  the  shortest  notice  :  that  they 
were  thus  situated  when  the  gale  came  on  ;  and,  the 
hurricane  still  increasing,  a  three-decker,  early  in  the 
morning,  ran  foul  of  the  St.  Michael,  and  forced  her 
from  her  anchor :  that  she  immediately  set  sail,  but, 
as  the  event  had  evinced,  found  it  impossible  to  weather 
the  Rock. 

The  intelligence  of  Lord  Howe  being  so  near,  now, 
for  the  first  time,  gave  us  sensible  pleasure ;  not  so 
much  on  account  of  our  personal  situation,  as  of  the 
advantiigo  which  the  encnjy's  recent  misfortunes  would 
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uive  his  Lor.lship  over  his  opponents,  as  well  towards 
accomplishing  the  object  of  his  orders,  as  aiTor.hng  him 
a  further  opportunity  of  actin-  as  his  Lordship  s  well- 
known  abilities  might  dictate.   We  were  .^o  elated  by  our 
enemy's  distress,  that  some  were  so  sanguine  as  to  anti- 
cipate  the  most  glorious  conclusion  of  the  war,  and 
our  own  sum^ings.    Our  hopes,  however,  were  soon  de- 
pressed   bv  the  intelligence  of  Lord  Howe  s  great  mfe- 
rioritv  in  number.  Thirty-four  sail  to  oppose  forty-two, 
which  still   remained  at  anchor  in  the  Bay,  gave  us 
reason  to  be  apprehensive  for  the  safety  of  the  British 
fleet.    The  naviixation  of  the  Straits  was  so  precarious, 
that   ifhis  Lordship  once  entere.l  the  Mediterranean, 
he  might  probably  be  prevented  from  returning  for  a 
considerable  time  ;  and  the  enemy,  though  now  distress- 
ed  might,  bv  the  assistance  of  the  camp,  soon  refit,  and 
attack  him  under  every  advantage.     By  this  digression 
I  am  however  anticipating  the  regular  narrative.     In 
the  afternoon,  a  French  two-decker  sailed  to  the  east- 
ward  :  and  soon  after,  a  settee  came  in  from  the  west, 
and  fired  several  guns  as  she  entered  the  Bay.    At  this 
time  it  was  so  verv  hazy  in  the  Straits,  that  we  could 
not  ^ee  the  opposite  coasts.      About  sun-set,  scvera 
laro-e  ^hips  were  discovered  through  the  haze ;   and 
soon  after,  the  Latona  frigate,  Capt.  Conway,  anchor- 
ed under  our  guns,  and  informed  us  that  the  ships  in 
the  Gut  were  the  Van  i.f  the  British  Fk'et,  commanded 
by  Lord  Howe,  c.msisting  of  thirty-four  sail  of  the  hno, 
including  eleven  three-deckers,  with  six  frigates  and 
thirtv-one  ordnance-transports,  and  a  reinforcement  of 
upwards  of  sixteen  hundred  men  for  the   Garrison. 
Capt.  Conway  further  told  us  of  the  anxiety  wliieh  pre- 
vailed  at  home,  relative  to  the  situation  of  Gibraltar ; 
and  that  it  was  onlv  off  the  southern  coast  of  Portugal 
{bat  Lord  Howe  had  his  doubts  removed,  by  receiving 


SIEGE  OF  GIIJIIALTAK. 


?>5l 


intelligence  of  the  enemy's  late  deftat.  This  welcome 
information,  he  said,  was  accompanied  by  advice,  that 
*^  the  Combined  Hects  had  taken  their  station  in  the 
'*  Bay  of  Gibraltar,  resolutely  determined  to  prevent, 
'•  if  possible,  the  intended  relief."  We  learned,  that 
upon  receiving  the  latter  intelligence,  the  Admirals  and 
principal  officers  were  summoned  on  board  the  Vic- 
tory ;  where  particular  instructions  and  orders  were 
communicated,  in  expectation  of  an  engagement,  which 
was  con  idered  as  unavoidable. 

Although  the  enemy's  signals  for  the  approach  of 
the  British  fleet  were  made  early  in  the  afternoon,  yet 
the  Spanish  Admiral  exhibited  not  the  least  appearance 
of  oppo^ition  to  any  reinforcements  being  sent  into  the 
Bay.  This  favourable  opportunity  was  however  lost ; 
owing,  as  Lord  Howe  expresses  in  his  official  letter,  "  to 
'*  the  want  of  timelv  attention  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  "  navigation."  Only  four  or  five  transports  reached 
tiie  Buy  ;  the  rest,  with  the  fleet,  were  carried  by  the 
current  into  the  Mc'literranean.  At  night,  or  early  on 
the  I'ith,  Capt.  Curtis  sailed  in  the  Latona,  to  inform 
Lord  Howe  of  the  calainitv  which  had  befallen  the  ene- 
my's  fleet.  At  noon,  the  British  fleet  appeared  in  good 
order  off"  Estepona  or  ^Larbella  ;  and  the  transports, 
with  the  frigates,  were  working  to  windward  to  gain 
the  Bay.  As  they  approached  the  Isthmus,  the  enemy 
saluted  them  from  their  mortars,  and  fired  upon  them 
from  behind  the  eastern  advanced  Guard-house. 

Whilst  the  British  fleet,  with  the  transports,  were 
thus  critically  situated,  tlie  Combined  fleets  were  very 
active  in  repairing  their  damages,  and  in  forming  a 
line  of  battle  along  the  shore.  In  the  evening,  a  nuin- 
of  tro(>i)s  were  embarlvcd  on  hoard  them  from  the  camp. 
Their  xebeques,  cutters,  armed  brigs,  and  gun-boats, 
also  as  embled  in    Sandv-Bay.   with   an  intention  pro- 
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bal,ly  of  picking  up  our  straggling  transports.  In  the 
Id  of  the  day,  however,  this  Hc.t  of  cratt  returned  to 
their  main  fleet.  At  night,  the  Panther  man  of  war, 
and  several  transports,  anchored  in  the  Ba^-. 

The  enemy  on  the  landside  per.severed  m  the.r  can- 
non  ule  and,  observing  that  the  St.  Michael  had  run 
^Zund  within  the  range  of  their  batteries,  threw  great 
„tmhcrs  of  shells,  with  an  intent  to  destroy  her.    Many 
hurst  over  her,  and  some  fell  very  near  ;  bm,  as  the  r 
artillerv  could  only  be  directed  by  her  mas  s  none  fell 
on  bo.':rd.     They  pointed  their  usual  we.ght  of  fire 
agiunst  our  works,  which  the   Governor  (now  that  a 
nfospect  of  supplies  appeared)  returned  wUh  unusual 
vivaeitT.     Their  new  boyau  severely  felt  the  effect  of 
our  ordnance.     It  was  considerably  deranged,  and    he 
enfilading  howitzers  at  the   Old-n.nle  head  prevented 
,hem  from  strengthening  it  with  any  addmons  of  eon- 
sequence.     In  the  Garrison-orders  of  the   Uth,  the 
following  extracts  were  inserted  : 

GO"  Extract  from  a  Letter  to  the  Governor, 
''from  the  Right  Hon.  the  Birl of  Shel- 
"  burne,  priiicipnl  Secretary  of  State  to 
"  His  Mujc.sli/.  Dated  St.  James's,  July 
"  lOM,  17t<i. 

"  I  am  also  honoured  with  His  Majesty's  conm.and 
••  to  assure  you,  in  the  strongest  terms,  that  no  encou- 
"  ragement  shall  be  wanting  to  the  brave  officers  and 
"  soldiers  under  your  command.     His  Roya  approba- 
tion of  the  past,  will  no  doubt  be  a  powerful  mcentive 
••  to  future  exertions  ;  and  I  have  the  King's  authoiity 
"  to  assure  you,  that  every  distinguished  act  of  emula- 
"  tion  and  guUantrv,  which  shall  be  performed  m  course 
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of  the  siege,  by  any,  even  of  the  lowest  rank,  will 
''  meet  with  ample  reward  from  his  gracious  protection 
"  and  favour.  These  His  Majesty's  intention  you  will 
'*  communicate  to  every  part  of  your  Garrison,  that 
"  they  may  be  perfectly  satisfied  their  Royal  Master 
'*  feels  for  the  difficulties  they  are  under,  admires  their 
'•  glorious  resistance,  and  will  be  happy  to  reward  their 
"  merit." 


*'  Extract  from  a  Letter  to  the  Guv;er}ior^  from 
*"  the  lii^ht  Hon.  General  Conwn7j^  Ccmmander 
''  in  Chief  of  His  Majesty  s  Forces.  Bated 
August  3\st,  1782. 


a 


''  I  am  now  to  add,  that  I  have  the  King's  command  to 
*'  inform  you,  that  he  is  in  the  greatest  degree  sati.^iied 
'•  with  the  brave  and  stearly  defence  made  by  your  Gar- 
''  rison  ;  and  his  Majesty  is  desirous  of  showing  them 
"  every  mark  of  his  Royal  approbation.  It  is  in  this 
''  light  that  His  Maje.-ty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to 
''  consent  to  granting  but  and  forage-money,  as  a  pro- 
'^  per  indulgence  to  your  officers." 

These  extracts  were  perused  by  the  Garrison  with 
great  satisfaction,  as  they  demonstrated  that  the  safety 
of  Gibraltar  was  esteemed  a  matter  of  the  first  import- 
ance ;  and  flattered  us  with  the  agreeable  hopes  that 
our  late  services  would  be  acce])tably  received  by  our 
friends  antl  countrymen. 

The  Briti.sh  fleet,  at  day-break  on  the  13th,  was  still 
off  Marbella,  with  the  wind  at  west.  About  nine 
o'clock  A.  M.  the  Spani.^h  Admiral  made  the  s'gnal  for 
the  Combined  fleets  to  weigh  anchor.  By  one  o'clock 
thf  whoie  were  under  way.      At  three,  a  French  Rear- 
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Admiral,  being  the  la.t  of  the  roar  division,  cleared  the 
Bay.     Their  number  in  all  amounted  to  eighty  sail,  of 
which  the  following,  1  believe,  is  an  accurate  account : 
six  three.deckers,^hirty-eight  two-deckers,  including 
several  fifties  (total  fourty-four  men  of  war)  :  five  fn- 
gates  ;  twenty-nine  xel>c(|ues,  cutters,  armed  shii)S,  and 
brigs,    also  two,  imagined  to  be  fire-ships.     Notwith- 
stand'in'^  little  doubt  was  to  be  entertained  of  the  enc- 
my'^  inUniti.m  of  leaving  the  Uay,  the  Panther  man  of 
war  remained  at   anchor   with   seTcral  officers  of  the 
(iarrihon  on  board,  whom  the  Governor  had  permitted 
to  act  as  volunteers  in   the  engagement.      When  the 
Combined  fleets  had  cleared  the  Bay,  they  stood  some 
time  to  the  southward,  and  leaving  a  line-of-battle  ship 
and  two  frigates  to  prevent  the  Panther  from  joining  her 
Admiral,  drove  with  the  current  some  leagues  to  the  cast- 
ward.     Thev  then  ai  peared  to  edge  down  towards  the 
Briti>h  fleet,*  which  was  in  close  line  of  battle  upon  a 
win.l,  with  their  heads  to  the   southward  ;  the  trans- 
l)orts',  with  the  frigates  which  had  bei  n  ))eating  up, 
falling   behind   them  to  leeward.       Thus  were   both 
fleets  situated  at  the  close  of  the  evening.     Before  the 
enemy  ha.l   totally   (juitted   the   Bay,    Captain   Curtis 
landed  in  a  small  boat  from  the   Latona  frigate,  with 
twentv  thousand  pounds  in  specie  for   the   Garri^on, 
having  narrowlv  escaped  being  cut  oflf  by  the  Combined 
fleets.'^    He  told  us  the  British  fleet  were  in  high  spirits, 
and  impatient  to  engage,  notwithstanding  the  enemy's 
great  superioritv.      When  the  Combined  fleets  first  ap- 
peared  in  motion,  the  Si.ani.h  prisoners  who  had  been 
h.nded  from  the  St.  Michael,  were  so  overjoyed,  that 
they  could  not  forbear  expressing  their  ecstacies  m  so 
riotous  a  manner,  as  to  call  for  some  severity,  to  confine 
them  within  the  limits  of  their  camp. 

A^  ......  ..]>strvations  on  the  manaiivres  of  the  fleet 
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were  interrupted  soon  after  sun-set,  we  impatiently 
waited  for  the  succeeding  day  to  be  spectators  of  the 
action,  which  was  now  considered  as  impossible  to  be 
avoided  ;  and  orders  were  therefore  given  for  prepar- 
ing several  wards  in  the  Navy  hospital  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  wounded  ;  but  on  the  dawn  of  the  14th,  the 
fleets,  to  our  astonishment,  were  some  leagues  distant 
from  each  other  :  the  British  being  to  leeward  in  the 
south-east  quarter,  whilst  the  Combined  fleets  appeared 
ofi*  Estepona.  In  the  evening,  the  British  fleet  could 
only  be  discovered  from  the  summit  of  the  Rock.  It 
seemed  to  the  Garrison,  that  the  Sj)anish  Admiral,  by 
having  the  weather-gage,  had  it  in  his  oj)tion  to  bring 
the  British  fleet  to  action  if  he  pleased. — The  fleets 
being  thus  separated,  the  Panther  about  noon,  endea- 
voured to  join  Lord  Howe,  but  put  back  for  want  of 
wind.  Seventeen  gun-boats  came  from  Algeziras,  ap- 
parently to  prevent  her  leaving  the  Bay  ;  but,  observ- 
ing her  cast  anchor,  they  returned. 

The  enemy's  cannonade  on  the  land-side  was  continu- 
ed with  great  vivaeity.  A  few  days,  nay,  pri>bably 
hours,  were  to  turn  the  balance  for  or  against  their  fu- 
ture hopes  of  obtaining  the  grand  object  of  their 
w  ishes  ;  thev  were  not  therefore  economical  in  their 
ammunition  ;  nor  was  the  Garrison  in  the  least  behind 
with  them  in  the  brisk  use  of  their  ordnance.  Lieut. 
Gromley,  of  the  Royal  artillery,  was  mortally  wounded 
in  the  evening,  at  Willis's,  and  died  soon  after  ]u-  was 
brought  to  the  hopital. 

Part  of  the  Combined  fleets,  in  the  morning  of  the 
15th,  were  seen  Cthough  the  weather  was  very  hazy)  off 
Marbella.  The  British  fleet  was  out  of  .sight  :  the 
Panllier  nevertheless,  attempted  to  join  them.  About 
eight  A.M.  the  wind  came  about  to  the  eastward.  In 
the    forenoon,    nine  polacres   sailed  from  the  Spanish 
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camp,  with  troops  on  board,  for  Ceuta.     TIli^  brought 
to  our  recollection  the  critical  state  of  that  Garrison, 
both  as  to  men  and  provisions,  when  Admiral  Rodney 
was  in  their  neighbourhood  in  1780  ;  and  the  en-my, 
fi'om  embracing  this  opportunity  of  sending  supplies, 
appeared  not  entirely   to   have  forgotten  it.     About 
noon,  the  British  fleet  was  discovered  in  the  offing,  to 
the  south-east  of  Ceuta,  standing  under  an  easy  sail  to- 
wards the  Rock.      At  night,  the  Latona,  with  eight  or 
ten  transports,  anchored  in  the  Bay.   They  informed  us, 
that  the  liutfalo  man  of  war,  with  the  remaining  twelve 
ships,  had  separated  (by  order)  from  the  fleet,  but  had 
not  afterwards  j<.Ined.     This  intelligence  gave  us  some 
uneasiness  for  their  safety  ;  but  we  flattered  ourselves 
thev  were  gone,  agreeably  to  instructions,  to  the  Zafa- 
rinc  Islands,  the  place  of  rendezvous  in  case  the  fleets 
engaged.     Capt.  Conway,  after  a  short  conference  with 
the  Governor,  returned  in  the  morning  of  the  IGth  to 
the  British  fleet,  which  were  cruising  to  the  eastward 
of  the  Rock,  with  the  wind  at  east.     The  Combined 
fleets  were  not  in  sight :  we  concluded  therefore  that 
they  were  gone  into  Malaga  to  make  further  repairs, 
nnd  join  those  ships  which  had  been   forced  from  the 
Bay  on  the  11th.     Since  the  arrival  of  the  first  trans- 
j)orts,  the  Garrison  had  been  busily  employed  in  dis- 
embarking the  supplies.     The  former  fleets  had  i)rin. 
cipally  brought  us  provisions;  this   brought  us  only 
men  and  ammunition,  which  probably  might,  without 
this  supply,  have  become  as  scarce  articles  as  the  for- 
mer had  been. 

The  exertions  of  the  Navy  not  being  successful  in 
floating  the  St.  Michael,  a  hundred  sailors  were  de- 
tached on  board,  on  the  17th,  to  their  assistance  ;  and 
not  long  afterwards,  she  was  anchored  off  the  New 
mole.      It  was  peculiarly  fortunate  that  she  grf>unded 
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on  a  bank  of  sand,  though  she  was  surrounded  with 
rocks  :  her  bottom  was  therefore  little  injured.  Sir 
Charles  Knowles,  Bart.,  who  had  been  formerly  on  this 
station,  was  appointed  to  command  her.  Tiie  wind 
had  now  changed  to  the  south-west ;  and  in  the  fore- 
noon of  the  same  day,  a  British  frigate  appeared  from 
the  west.  She  made  a  signal  when  off  Europa,  which 
being  answered  by  our  fleet,  she  immediately  joined 
them.  At  night,  the  gun-boats  being  heard  in  the  Bay, 
our  batteries  were  manned  to  receive  them  ;  but,  upon 
a  gun  being  fired  fron\  the  St.  Michael,  they  threw  up 
their  rockets,  and  returned.  Some  were  of  opinion 
that  they  meditated  an  attempt  to  cut  her  out.  The 
I8th,  the  wind  again  came  about  to  the  east ;  and  the 
Buffalo,  with  eleven  of  the  missing  transports,  arrived 
in  the  course  of  the  day.  These  ships,  as  we  had  con. 
jectured,  had  separated  from  the  fleet,  and  were  pro- 
ceeding to  the  place  of  rendczAous,  when,  not  hearing 
the  engagement,  and  the  wind  veering  about,  they  re- 
turned, and  were  very  near  joining  the  Combined  fleets, 
but  discovered  their  error  time  enough  to  rectify  it. 
The  missing  vessel,  they  informed  us,  had  been  taken 
by  the  enemy,  some  days  before,  off  Malaga  ;  and  hav- 
ing on  board,  the  wives  and  baggage  of  the  two  regi- 
ments which  were  on  board  the  fleet,  and  were  intend- 
ed for  our  reinforcement,  her  capture  greatly  distressed 
those  corps,  and  the  Garrison  heartily  condoled  with 
them.  The  Latona,  in  her  return  to  the  fleet,  chased 
and  boarded  a  vessel,  which  proved  to  be  a  Spanish 
fire-ship.  The  crew  deserting  her,  were  conducted, 
]>y  two  gun-boats  attending,  to  a  xebeque  at  some  dis- 
tance, which  afterwards  went  into  Ceuta.  The  prize 
was  sent  into  the  Bay.  About  noon,  four  or  five  men 
of  war  arrived  from  tlie  fleet,  with  the  25th  and  59th 
regiments.     Lord  Mulgrave,  who  conmianded  the  dis- 
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embarkation,  landed  the  troops  with  the  greatest  expe- 
dition under  the  Hne-wall  at  the  New  moh',  Rosia  and 
Camp  Bays,  and  returned  to  Lord   Howe  off  Tetuan. 
The  two  regiments  were  encamped  before  ten  o'clock 
at  night  :  the  former  behind  the  barracks,  the  latter 
upon  Windmill-hill.      We  now  learned  that  the   Ad- 
miral, having  accomplished  the  object  of  the  expedi- 
tion,  intended  to  embrace  the  favourable  opportunity 
of  the  wind,  and  immediat.dy  return  to  the  westward. 
In  the  course  of  the  night,  t'he  fire-ship  brought  in  by 
Capt.  Conway  was  purposely  set  on  fire,  and  being  an- 
chored apart  from  the  shipping,  blew  up  without  doing 
any  damaire.     The  Latona  soon  afterwards  joined  the 
British  fiect.     Capt.   Vallotton,  the  Governor's  first 
Aide-de-camp,  embarked  in  her  to  bear  home  the  pub- 
lic dispatches.     Capt.  Curtis  also  went  in  her  to  com- 
numicate  a  message  from  the  Governor  to  Lord  Howe, 
and  did  not  retm-n. 

At  dav-break  on  the  IDth,  both  fleets,  to  our  great 
a'.tonishment,  were  in  sight ;  the  Combined  fleets  being 
some  leagues  to  windward.     When  the  British  fleet 
was  abreast  of  Eur(^i.a,   Lord   Howe  dispatched  the 
Ti-iplione  fire-ship,  with  a  further  supply  of  powder 
collected  from  the  fleet.     The  British  fleet  afterwards 
put  before  the  wind,  and  stood,  under  an  easy  sail,  m 
close  order  to  the  wc  tward.     The   Van  of  the   Com- 
bined  fleet,  composed  of  Trench  ships,  followed  with   a 
press  of  canvass  at  some  distance.    By  two  o'clock  p.  m. 
Lord  Howe  was  out  of  sight ;  but  the  Spanish  ships 
sailing  heavilv,  it  was  night  before  they  disappeared. 
Though  fully  convinced  of  the  prudence  of  his   Lord- 
ship's°conduct,  it  was  no  very  pleasing  prospect  for  a 
Bntish  Garrison  to  behold  a  British  fleet,  though  in- 
ferior in  force,  lead  the  enemy.      At  night,  the  wind 
.1.  ,r<-r.d  to  thr  soutli-wcst  ;  and  the  succeeding  day,  a 
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brisk  cannonade  was  heard  from  tliat  quarter.  This 
however  could  not  proceed  from  tlic  action  wliich  after- 
wards took  place  between  the  fleets,  as  the  firing  was 
heard  early  in  the  morning.*  Some  time  on  the  19th, 
a  guard  of  two  subalterns,  and  ninety-six  men,  was 
ordered  from  the  2.jth  and  59th  regiments  on  board 
the  St.  Michael,  where  they  remained  till  she  was  com- 
pletely rei)aired. 

*  Tiio  prccodinpr  jrlorious  victory  of  the  Garrison  over  the 
combined  powers  of  Spain  and  France,  and  the  fortunate 
circiunstances  attending  this  relief,  whicli  finally  determin- 
ed the  fate  of  Gibraltar,  and  uiulcnibtediy  had  material  in- 
fluence •  in  produfirjg  the  ensuing  peace,  were  esteemed 
events  of  sucli  moment,  that  the  City  of  London  voted  an 
historical  Painting  to  be  placed  in  the  new  Council-Cham- 
l)er  at  Guildhall,  as  a  testimony  of  their  respect  to  the  gal- 
lant conduct  of  Sir  George  Augustus  Eiiott,  K.  B.  Gover- 
nor of  Gibraltar,  Lord  Viscount  Howe,  Commander  of  the 
fleet,  and  tlie  rest  of  his  Majesty's  Officers,  Soldiers,  and 
Sailors,  employed  in  tlie  defence  and  relief  of  that  import- 
ant fortress. 

Mr.  Copley,  whose  pencil  as  an  historical  painter  had  re- 
cently received  an  additional  laurel  by  a  painting  represent- 
ing tlie  Death  of  the  immortal  Chatham,  was  selected  as 
being  the  best  qualified  to  execute  this  public  monument, 
so  worthy  the  first  City  in  the  universe.  The  vote  was 
passed  in  1783;  and  this  Gentleman  has  employed  the 
greatest  part  of  his  time  since  that  period  on  this  sul)jeet. 

The  Painting  is  necessarily  divided  into  two  comp:;rt- 
ments  :  the  upper  one,  exliibiting  the  Victory  of  the  Garri- 
son, is  2j  feet  long  by  \C\  feet  higli  ;  the  under  compart- 
ment, representing  hs  Relief,  is  6  feet  in  height,  hy  the 
above-mentioned  le'^.gtli  ;  the  M-hole  making  22.^  feet  by 
25. 

This  uneonimon  size  of  canvas  Is  without  seam,  and  is 
no  less  honoir  '''^■  to  the   manufacture?  (.f  this  couiitrv. 
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Several  large  ships  were  observed,  on  the  20th,  to 
be  anchored  at  some  distance  from   Algeziras  ;  and  as 
six  or  seven  were  conjectured  to  be  fire-ships,  precau- 
ti«»ns  were  accordinj^ly  taken,  and  the  batteries  from 
South  bastion  to  Europa  ordered,  in  case  of  alarm,  to 
be  doubly  manned.     The  enemy,  the  same  day,  got  off 
the  man  (.f  war  which  ran  ashore  near  their   Grand 
magazine.     In  the  evening,  some  movements  were  ol> 
served  in  tlie   French  camp;  and  on  the  succeeding 
day  mo:^t  of  the  tents  were  struck.      In  the  afternoon, 
the  Spanish  ]>riest  was  confined  to  his  house,  for  hold- 
ing conversation  with  some  of  the  prisoners  on  Wind- 
mill-hill.     The  enemy's  cannonade  was  still  continued, 
upon  an  average  of  about  five  or  six  hundred  rounds 
in  the  twentv-f.)ur  hours.     They  lined  some  part  of  the 
new  boyau  with  fascines,  and  raised  a  few  traverses  in 
the  rear,  notwithstanding  our  bri^k  fire :  they  were,  how- 

tlian  the  magnificent  and  sublimely-grand  combhiation  of 
objects  which  the  ingenious  artist  has  exhibited  on  its  sur- 
iacc  is  to  the  abilities  of  the  painter.     Mr.   Copley,  for  the 
chief  compartment,    has    with    happy    judgmcMU    selected 
as   his   principal    incident  the    memorable    moment   when 
Brtish  seamen,  at  th.e  perilous  hazard  of  their  own  lives, 
rescued  a  devoted  enemy  from  inevitable  destruction.     The 
Governor,  Lieut.  Governor,  and  seventeen  of  the  principal 
Officers  of  the  Garrison  (all  portraits  as  large  as  life),  are 
introduced  in  the  fore-ground,  as  spectators  of  this  heroic 
instance  of  courage  and  magnanimity  which  so  gloru)Usly 
concluded  the  victorv  of  the  preceding  day.     At  a  distance 
is  seen  the  Camp  of  the  Combined  armies  of  France  and 
Si)ain.-The  under  compartment  represents  the  Relief  of 
the  Garrison  by  Lord  Howe.     The  Rock  of  Gibraltar,  w.tli 
the  Combined  fleets,  is  in  the  back  ground  ;  and  the  tran.- 
uoits  are  pa^^sing  into  the  Bay  under    cover  of  the  Br.t.sh 
fleet.     This  painting  is  enriched  also  with   the  portraits   ot 
Lord  Howe  and  other  Naval  officers. 
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over,  prevented  from  making  any  additions  of  conse- 
quence. On  the  22d,  a  polaere  arrived  from  Algiers,  with 
intelligence  from  the  British  Consul,  that  Lord  Howe 
had  sailed  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  Happily  his 
Lordship  had  effected  that  business,  and  probably  be- 
fore they  at  Algiers  were  informed  of  the  British  fleet 
havinj?  left  Eni^land. 

The  extreme  distress  which  the  Garrison  had  ex- 
perienced in  the  close  of  the  years  1770  and  1780,  and 
the  groat  profits  which,  from  the  exigencies  of  tliose 
periods,  had  arisen  to  the  adventurers  who  ran  the  ha- 
zard of  a  voyage  with  [irovisions  for  our  relief,  were, 
by  this  time,  pretty  generally  known  at  home.  The 
favf»urable  opportunity  of  a  safe  convoy  under  the 
British  fleet,  prompted,  therefore,  many  masters  of 
ti'ansports  (some  of  whofn  had  been  in  the  Garrison  be- 
fore during  the  war)  to  lay  in  a  stock  of  various  articles, 
with  the  prospect  that  the  distresses  of  their  friends 
might  afford  these  truly  humane  and  generous  patriots 
an  occasion  to  sell  them,  on  their  arrival,  at  their  own 
price.  Although  these  supplies  were  most  highly  ac- 
ceptable, yet  the  Garrison  was  not  at  this  time  in  such 
absolute  need  of  their  assistance,  as  to  purchase  them 
at  those  enormous  prices  which  before  had  been  ^iven 
with  pleasure  ;  nor  in  justice  did  we  think,  from  the 
little  risk  the  adventurers  ran,  that  they  deserved  such 
immense  profits.  A  Committee  of  officers  from  every 
corps  assembled  on  the  23d,  to  consider  what  measures 
to  pursue  in  order  to  prevent  such  impositions  in 
future  ;  and,  as  every  article  brought  to  the  Garrison 
was  sold  at  public  auction,  it  was  unanimously  agreed, 
that  a  certain  price  should  be  fixed  upon  each  article, 
allowjng  such  profit  ;is  might  reasonably  be  thought 
adequate  to  the  hazard  ;  and  when  the  estimate  was 
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pul)ri.slio(l,  every  officer  (I  believe)  pled-^ed  hi^  honour 
not  to  exceefl  the  terms  therein  speeified. 

The  prudent  rnd  iminly  reguhition  of  the  Committee 
was  strictly  attended  to  for  about  a  fi)rnight,  but  it  had 
not  that  immediate  efTcet  we  expected :  many  of  our  gene- 
rous countrymen,  rather  than  dispose  of  their  ventures 
for  a  profit  of  a  hundred  and  fifty,  and  in  some  instances 
three  hundred  i»er  cent.,  verv  liberallv  determined  to 
sell  them  for  a  tnjling  advantajre  at  Lisbon,  or  else- 
where, in  their  way  home.  We  should,  nevertheless, 
have  soon  got  the  better  of  their  obstinacy,  h.'id  we  con- 
tinued determined  and  consistent  ourselves  :  but  some 
individuals,  v.  ho  preferred  self-gratification  to  the  pub- 
lic good,  beginning  to  evade  the  agreement,  the  whole 
was  cancelled,  and  the  demands  of  the  adventurers  be- 
came afterwards  equally  as  exorbitant,  if  not  more  so 
than  before.  So  little  dependence  is  th  re  u}>«.n  the 
a<llejrence  of  a  multitude  to  any  sumptuary  regulations, 
however  essential  to  their  real  interest. 

The  mortar  boats,  on  the  night  of  the  23d,  paid  us  a 
visif,  and  «lid  considerable  damage.  Their  shells  were 
chiefly  directed  towards  the  New  mole.  The  Hector 
cutter,  in  the  Government's  service^  was  sunk  by  a  shell, 
and  every  thing  oi  board  lost.  Several  other  vessels 
narrowly  escaped  the  same  fate.  We  fired  upon  them 
from  Willis's  and  the  Old  mole  ;  but  their  gun-boats 
were  silent.  The  24th,  we  observed  that  the  enemy 
had  struck  the  tents  of  four  or  five  battalions,  and  two 
rtgiments  were  seen  this  day  marching  along  the  beach. 
The  day  following,  some  baggage  was  observed  remov- 
ing from  the  Duke's  (piarters  ;  which  gave  us  great  hopes 
that  his  Grace  was  preparing  to  leave  the  camp,  and 
that  matters  were  verging  towards  a  conclusion.  In 
the  evening  a  deserter  came  in,  a  native  Cataloniau. 
He  informed  us  there  had  been  an  engagement  between 
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the  British  and  Combined  lleets,  but  could  give  us  no  par- 
culars.  He  further  told  us  that  their  camp  was  break- 
ing up  :  sixteen  battalions  had  already  marched  awav, 
and  others  were  })repariiig  to  decamp  :  that  they  had 
ceased  to  work  in  their  approaches  ;  and  that  their 
night-guards  consisted  of  four  thousand  men,  under 
the  command  of  two  brigadier  generals  :  concluding 
Mith  acfjuaintiiig  us,  that  the  winter-camp  before  the 
Garrison  was  to  consist  of  twentv  thousand  men  :  that 
additional  gun-boats  were  building  to  constantly  harass 
us  ;  and  that  a  corporal  and  twelve  men  were  stationed 
in  the  gardens  to  prevent  desertion.  The  20th,  the 
tents  occupied  by  the  Duke's  corps  encamped  before 
Buena-Vista  were  struck  :  which  served  to  increase  our 
hopes  that  the  prospect  was  not  far  distant  of  an  end 
to  our  fatigues.  D<in  .Tuan  Moreno  left  the  Garrison 
the  same  day,  with  a  flag  of  truce.  Our  boat  could 
not  learn  any  further  account  of  the  engagement ;  but 
the  officers  were  informed,  that  a  general  peace  was  ex- 
I)ected,  as  the  Americans  had  been  acknowledged  inde- 
pendent by  Great  Britan. 

More  battalions  left  the  enemy's  camp  on  the  27Ui ; 
their  cannonade  nevertheless  was  continued,  and  seve- 
ral shot  range-d  as  far  as  the  entrance  of  Windmill-hill, 
a  distance  of  about  five  thousan<l  yards.  Their  camp 
was  still  decreasing  on  the  28th  and  2yth  ;  and  we 
judged  from  our  ob>ervations,  that  about  twenty-three 
battalions,  with  a  brigade  of  artillery,  had  marched  into 
the  country.  The  last  deserters  said  many  had  taken 
their  route  to  Cadi/.  Tiie  30th,  we  observed  the  ene- 
my had  stationed  a  guard  under  the  Rock  near  the 
Devil's  tower.  They  were  taken  some  notice  of  l)y  our 
artillerv,  who  endeavoured  to  annov  them  with  small 
projectiles  from  the  summit  of  the  Northern  front. 
The  Tisiphone.  Captain  Sandys,  with  five  or  six  ord- 
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r.ance-ships  (liaving  a  hundred  and  >ixty  Jews  on  board, 
sailed  for  England  early  in  the  morning  of  the  31st. 
The  same  day,  a  soldier  of  the  97th  regiment  was  killed 
at  Rosia,  hy  a  long-range  shot  from  the  Isthmus. 

Three  deserters  came  in  on  the  2d  and  4th  of  No- 
vember, but  could  give  no  satisfactory  information  re- 
lative to  the  action  between  the  fleets.  They  said  the 
French  trotjps  had  quitted  the  camp  with  the  Royal 
volunteers.  The  enemy's  camp  continued  to  break  up 
on  the  7th  and  8th,  though  some  of  the  regiment*,  it 
was  imagined,  took  possession  of  the  large  building 
eastward  of  Point  Malo,  which  had  been  built  for  an 
hospital.  On  the  7th,  two  men  of  war  and  a  sloop 
(supposed  to  be  French,  from  the  West- Indies)  passed 
to  the  eastward.  The  Spanish  gun-boats  seemed  to 
suspect  they  were  enemies,  and  intended  to  come  in  ; 
as  they  were  in  motion,  and  appeared  to  be  preparing 
for  an  attack.  The  8th,  twenty-three  gun-boats  pa- 
raded at  a  short  distance  from  the  Garrison,  extend- 
ing in  a  line  a-head  to  the  southward.  We  expected  an 
attack  upon  the  St.  Michael ;  but  an  easterly  wind 
springing  up,  they  returned.  They  had  scarcely  got 
back,  when  a  signal  was  made  at  Cabrita  Point,  and 
they  again  put  about.  Our  attention  was  engaged  by 
this  mantruvre  ;  and  upon  investigating  the  cause,  we 
discovered  a  sloop  standing  towards  the  Garrison  from 
the  eastward.  If  this  vessel  had  continued  the  cuur^e 
she  then  steered,  she  might  undoubtedly  have  reached 
the  Rock  :  whether,  however,  it  was  owing  to  the  west- 
erly current  off  Europa,  or  the  ignorance  of  the  crew, 
we  could  not  determine  ;  in  the  cour.-e  of  an  hour  she 
drove  so  considerably  to  leev.ard,  as  to  be  out  of  the 
protection  of  our  guns,  and  after  receiving  several  dis- 
charges of  rounds  and  grape  from  the  gun-boats,  was 
boarded  bv  the  enemv.     Sir  Charles   Knowles,   Bart., 
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(who  since  Capt.  Curtis's  departure,  commanded  in  the 
Bay)  ordered  several  barges  out  to  her  assistance,  but 
to  no  purpose.  A  boat,  with  hve  of  her  crew,  escaped 
to  the  Garrison,  and  informed  us  she  was  laden  with 
sugar  and  tea  from  Falmouth.  Soon  afterwards,  a 
Danish  dogger  was  brought  to  an  anchor  in  the  Bay, 
by  a  gun  from  Europa :  she  was  laden  with  rice  and 
pilchards  from  England.  A  flag  of  truce,  on  the  9th, 
went  with  a  letter  to  the  Duke  ;  and  in  the  evening, 
another  brought  over  Ensign  Lewis,  of  the  o8th  regi- 
ment, with  a  Quarter-master  and  a  volunteer  of  the 
2oth,  who  had  been  taken  in  the  Minerva  brig,  with 
the  baggage,  &c.  of  the  25th  and  a9th  regiments. 
This  flag  also  brought  over  other  prisoners.  By  these 
gentlemen,  we  learned  that  an  engagement  had  taken 
place  between  Lord  Howe  and  Admiral  Cordova,  and 
that  the  latter  was  returned  into  port  with  his  fleet 
much  shattered. 

After  the  departure  of  the  fleets,  little  attention  was 
paid  by  the  enemy  to  the  blockade.  Not  one  cruiser 
was  now  to  be  seen  in  the  Straits,  or  to  the  Eastward ; 
and  few  vessels  of  force  were  stationed  at  Cabrita 
Point.  The  idea  of  gaining  Gibraltar,  either  by  force 
or  stratagem,  seemed  at  length  to  be  totally  relinquish- 
ed. Their  cannonade  from  the  land  nevertheless  was 
continued  ;  but  as  it  gradually  diminished,  and  scarce 
exceeded  at  this  time  two  hundred  and  fifty  rounds  in  the 
twenty-four  hours,  we  imagined  it  would  in  a  short  time 
totally  cease.  The  St.  Philip's  Castle,  and  several 
ordnance  ships,  had  left  the  Bay  the  evening  of  the  8th, 
and  on  the  10th  and  12th,  two  light  vessels  came  to 
Algeziras,  which  from  their  appearance  were  thought 
to  be,  of  the  latter.  On  the  1 2th,  a  flag  of  truce  went 
with  a  letter  to  the  Duke  :  whilst  it  was  out,  the  ene 
uiv's  gun-boats  conmienced  a  smart   cannonade  upon 
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the  St.  Miv*li.iel  (wliich  was  now  refittctlj,  whilst  their 
mortar-hoats   homharderl   our    camp.      We   returned 
their  fire  ;  and  two  of  the  mortar-])oats  retired  very 
earlv,  tlie  others  followinc^  them  in  aliont   an  hour. 
Three  or  four  shot  were  fired  through  the  St.  Michael, 
but  no  other  damage  was  received.     Our  flag  rotiu'netl 
just  as  the  cannonade  ceased.      As  it  appeared  proha- 
Me   that  the   enemy  miglit  renew  their  attacks  upon 
the  prize,  Colonel  Williams,  who  commanded  the  ar- 
tillery, ordered  more  mortars  to  he  distrihuted  along 
the  sea-line,  from  the  King's  bastion  to  the  New-mole 
fort.     The  15th,  a  regiment  quitted  their  camp  ;  and 
at  night  their  workmen  raised  about  twenty  traverses 
in  the  rear  of  their  advanced  boyau,  extemling  from 
the  parallel  about  half  the  length  of  the  work.      Our 
fire  at  this  period  was  variable.     The  day  following, 
lietween  twenty  and  thirty  transports,  with  troops  on 
board,  sailed  under  convoy  of  two  frigates  for  the  west- 
ward.    Their  artillery  also  about  this  time  removed 
most  of  the  ordnance  from  their  park  to  the  landing- 
place  ;  where  we  numbered  thirty  cannon  and  five  mor- 
tars, with  a  great  quantity  of  shot  and  shells  ready  for 
embarkation.     The  17th,  a  xebeque,  and  several  armed 
vessels  and  gun-boats,  anchore«l  at  Cabrita  Point,  as  if 
they  had  determined  to  renew   the  blockade.      Three 
days  after,  all  the  Spanish  prisoners  taken  in  the  St. 
Michael,  excepting  a  few  who  chose  to  remain  behind, 
were  sent  to  the  camp.      The  Spanish  officers,  on  this 
occasion,  informed  us  that  there  had  been  an  engage- 
ment between  the  British  and  Combined  fleets,  which 
had  ended  to  the  advantage  of  the/>r7n(?r.     In  the  even- 
ing (»f  the  2()tli,  a  party  of  about  a  hundred  men  were 
seen  to  go  from  the  eastern  [)art  of  the  enemy's  paral- 
lel to  the  back  of  the  rock.      We  could  not  at  that  time 
account  for  the  marching  of  these  troops.     The  small 
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craft  continued  at  Cabrita  Pomt,  the  men  of  war  ami 
larger  vessels  being  at  anchor  ofi  the  Orange-grove. 
Four  sail  of  the  line  and  three  frigates,  besides  xe- 
beques,  &c.  were  now  in  the  Bav.  The  enemv.  on  the 
21st  and  22d,  embarked  a  vast  quantity  of  powder  from 
their  grand  magazine  on  board  tlie  men  of  war.  Most  of 
the  spare  ordnance  had  already  been  shij)])od  on  board, 
and  others  were  removing  daily  toward  the  beach. 

Two  boats  arrived  on  the  23d  from  Portugal  :  thoy 
brought  certain  intelligence  of  the  preceding  action  be- 
tween the  fleets.  The  particulars  of  this  intelligence 
were,  that  a  partial  action  had  taken  place  between  the 
British,  of  thirty-fom-  sliij)s,  and  tlio  Combined  fleets  of 
forty-six  ships  of  the  line  ;  that,  though  the  latter  had 
the  weather-gage,  they  studiously  avoided  a  close  en- 
gagement:  and  after  a  cannonade  of  several  hours, 
haule<l  their  wind,  and  directed  their  course  to  Cub'z. 
The  same  day,  Lieut.  John  M^Kenzie.  of  the  73d,  was 
dangerously  wounded  at  Willis's.  The  enemy's  fire 
riow  scarcely  exceeded  a  hundred  and  fifty  rounds. 
Two  more  Ijoats  got  in  from  Faro  the  night  of  the  2Gth. 
Our  success  in  obtaining  these  welcome  supplies,  ren- 
dered the  enemy  more  vigilant  and  active  to  intercept 
them  :  every  boat,  even  friends,  which  approached  the 
Rock,  raised  their  suspicion. 

Though  every  appearance  in  their  camp  in<lieated 
that  they  had  given  up  all  :.opcs  of  subduing  the  Gar- 
rison by  force,  their  parties  on  the  Isthmus  continued 
to  be  very  busy,  and  some  evenings  tluy  made  a<ldi- 
tions  of  traver.-es  to  their  works.  Heavy  timber  was 
also  brought  forward  to  the  parallel,  but  for  what  pur- 
pose we  could  not  then  imagine.  Their  advanced 
parties  had  likewise  the  audacity  frequently  to  approach 
half  way  upon  the  causeway  from  Bay- side;  but  the 
artillery  having  orders  to  scour  the  gardens,  and  the 
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neighbourhood  of  Bay-side,  with  grape  from  the  Old 
mole,  their  curiosity  in  a  short  time  was  pretty  wtll 
cooled.  Towards  the  close  of  this  month,  the  enemy's 
fire  became  more  faint  and  ill  directed,  whilst  ours 
was  more  animated  and  effectual.  Our  engineers  con- 
tinued to  be  constantly  engaged.  Therel)uilding  of  the 
whole  flank  of  the  Prince  of  Orange's  bastion,  a  hundred 
and  twenty  feet  in  length,  with  solid  masonry,  (which  was 
now  nearly  finished),  in  the  face  of  such  powerful  ar- 
tillery, can  scarcely  be  paralleled  in  any  siege. 

In  the  beginning  of  December,  the  Achilles  ordnance 
ship,  with  two  or   three  boats,   arrived  from  England 
and  Portugal.     The  6th,  a  Venetian  ship  was  driven 
by  the  current  under  the  gims  of  Europa  :  we  fired  to 
bring  her  to,  and  the  master  instantly  came  ashore,  and 
informed  us  she  was  bound  to  London  ;  but,  before  he 
could  return,   his  vessel  was   boarded  by  three  gun- 
boats, which   towed  her   to    Algeziras.     The   master 
then  came  into  the  Garrison,  and  at  night  was  permit- 
ted to  follow  his  vessel.      The  following  evening,  a 
German  deserted  to  us  from  the  Walloon  guards.     He 
informed  us,  that  the  enemy  stationed  every  evening  a 
guard  of  three  hundred  men  near  the   Devil's  tower, 
where  they  had  miners  at  work  in  a  cave  ;  hoping  to 
form  a  mine,  to  blow  up  the  north  part  of  the   Rock. 
We   paid   no   kind   of  attention    at   first   to  this   in- 
telligence ;    so    ridiculous,   and  even    chimerical,   the 
scheme  appeared.     Recollecting  however  that  a  party 
had  been  observed  to  march  that  way  some  evenings 
before,  and  remarking,  upon  a  closer  inspection,  that 
every   evening  a  numerous  body  of  men  approached 
along  the  eastern  shore  towards  that  quarter,  we  began 
to  give  some  credit  to  this  singular  information.*     The 

•  In  1727,  the  besiegers  formed  the  de<;ign  of  blowing  up 
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above  deserter  also  infi)rmed  us,  that  the  enemy  had 
removed  some  ordnance  from  the  parallel,  and  that 
their  guards  and  advanced  parties  were  still  very 
strong. 

By  this  period,  our  engineers  had  penetrated  a  con- 
siderable distance  in  the  gallery  above  Farringdon's 
battery,  and  had  opened  five  embrasures  to  the  front  of 
the  Rock  ;  and,  to  have  a  more  secure  communication 
to  this  singular  work,   a   covered  way  was  sunk,  by 
bhisting  the  rock  from  the  above  battery,  to  the  en- 
trance of  the  gallery.     The  success  with  which  this 
work  had  been  prosecuted,  and  the  considerable  advan- 
tages which  promised  to  result  from  it  when  finished, 
induced  the  Governor  to  order  that  a  similar  battery, 
but  only  fi)r  two  guns,  should  be  made  in  the  Rock  near 
Crouchett's  battery,  above  the  Prince  of  Hesse's  bastion, 
and  the  workmen  had  now  made  some  advances  therein. 
On  the  12th,  a  guard-boat  of  the  St.  Michael,  with  two 
officers  and  seven   sailors,   went    over   to  tbj  enemv. 
We  afterwards  learned  from  the  ofiicers,  who  returned 
in  a  flag  of  truce,  that  the  sailors  rose  upon  them,  say- 
ing they  were  resolved  to  go  over  to  the  enemy  :  that 
Lieut.  Small,  who  commanded  the  boat,  drew  his  han- 
ger, and  atteini)ted   a   stroke  at   the   m.an   who  was 
spokesman  upon  the  occasion  ;  but  that  he  was  knocked 
down  by  the  coxswain  with  the  tiller  «»f  the  rudder  : 
that,  whilst  he  was  thus  senseless,  they  had  it  in  debate 
to  throw  him  overboard  ;  but,  by  the  intercession  of  the 
young  midshipman,  he  was  preserved,  and,  when  taken 
a«hore,  was  some  time  before  he  recovered. 


"NVillis's  b.itteries  by  a  mine;  but  it  is  imagined  tbey  found 
it  impracticable,  as  they  never  attempted  to  spring  the 
uiine,  though  the  journal  of  that  siege  mentions  it  wt^ 
loade('. 
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The  enemy's  parties  under  the  rock,  near  the  Devil's 
tower,  began  now  to  engage  our  curiosity.     Every  part 
of  the  north  front  was  explored,  to  endeavour,  if  possi- 
ble  to  discover  what  they  were  about.     At  length,  on 
the    15th,    a  place    was    found   above    Greens-lodge, 
whence  wo  could  distinguish  a  part  of  their  work.     The 
communication  with  this  post,  being  along  a  level  beach, 
was  greatlv  exposed  to  our  fire.     When  their  parties 
were  discoVered  advancing  from  the  east   flank  of  the 
sixtv-four-gun  batterv,  our  artillery  at  Willis^  and  on 
the 'heights  prepared  to  salute  them.     They  were  per- 
mitted  to    approach  unmolested  within  two   or  three 
hundred  yards,  when  a  general   volley  was  discharge.l 
of  cohorn-shells,  with  grape,  seconded  by  the  mortars 
on  the  Levant  battery,  loaded  with  hand-shells,  or  gre- 
nade3,  quilted  together.   A  chance,  or  mine,  was  some- 
times sprang  upon  them  from  the  top,  when  they  had 
nearly  got  under  the  rock  ;  the  stones  from  which  add- 
ed not  a  little  to  their  confusion  and  loss.     Notwith- 
standing thev  were  in  this  manner,  obliged  every  even- 
ing  to  pass  the  gantlope  of  our  fire,  they  continued  to 
bring  materials,  and  maintained  their  post  with  surpris- 
ing obstinacy.    Some  of  the  guard  were  seen  frequently,^ 
in  the  day,  'to  advance  from  their   cover  :  a  party  (»t 
Corsicans,  who  hitherto  had  done  no  other  duty  tlian 
guard   the    in-isoners  on  Windmill-hill,  were  ordered 
therefore  to  the  i)ost  above  Green's  lodge,  to  fire  wall- 
pieces  upon  those  that  appeared  from  below. 

A  flag  of  truce  went  from  the  Garrison  on  the  17th. 
The  Spanish  Ai.le-de-camp  informed  us,  that  prelimi- 
naries of  a  General  Peace  were  expected  to  be  signed 
in  the  course  of  the  month.  The  succeeding  day  ano- 
ther flag  went  from  the  Governor  with  letters  to  the 
Duke  :  it  had  scarcely  returned,  when  twenty-nine  gun 
and  mortar  boats  commenced  a  spirited  attack  upon  the 


St    Michael,  and  other  ships,  at  anchor  off  Buena-\  i.ta. 
Since  these  boats  had  made  a  custom  of  firing  upon  the 
Garrison,  we  never  remarked  tliem  to  be  arranged  with 
more  judgment,  or  to  behave  with  greater  gallantry  than 
they  did  on  this  occa^ion.     The  mortar-boats  composed 
the  centre  division,  and  a  division  of  gun -boats  was  ar- 
ranged on  each  flank  ;  their  line  of  battle   extending 
about   two    uules.     They  got  their  distance  the  first 
round   and  retained  it  with  such  preci.Mon,  that  almost 
every  shell  fell  within  fifty  yards  of  the  St.   Michael, 
which  was  the  chief  object  of  their  attack.      The  seven- 
tv-fourth  shell  fell  on  board,   about   midship  ;  pierced 
the  first  and  broke  on  the  lower  deck  ;  killed  four,  and 
Nvounded  eleven  sailors,  three  of  them  mortally.      Af- 
ter  this  accident.  Sir  Charles  Knowles,  being  appre- 
hensive  of  the  mo.st  fatal  conse(iuences,  if  a  shell  should 
fall  into  the  mauazine,  removed  the  powder,  through 
the  oppo>ite  port-holes,  into  a  launch,   which  >vas  im- 
mediately  towed  under  the  rock:  eighty  barrels,  which 
could  no't  be  removed,  were  thrown  into  the  sea.     The 
enemy  still  maintained  a  warm  fire,  but,  it  is  imagined, 
did  not  observe  that  any  had  fallen  on  board.      Several 
shells  carried  away  ornament.,  and  parts  of  her  rigg-mg  : 
fortunately  however  she  received  no  further  injury.    Not 
one  shell  came  a.hore  from  the  boats.     Captain  Gib- 
son, at  the  commencement  of  the  action,   rowed  out 
with  eight  gun-boats  from  the   New  mole,   and  very 
warmlv" attacked  their  northern  divi.-^ion.      On  his  ap- 
pearin'g  in  motion,  three  parapet -boats  advanced  from 
the  Orange-grove  to  take  our  boats  in  flank.      One  of 
this  number  was  however  soon  disabled  by  the   Gar- 
rison, and  the  other  two  joined  the  main  body.      ^^  hen 
th?  enemy  had  exi)ended  their  ammunition,  the  mor- 
tar-boats'retired,  and  the  gun-boats  covered  their  re- 
treat in  a  most  beautiful  manner.     They  stood  tosvai-da 


352 


HISTORY  OF  THF: 


the  Orange-grove,  and  embarked  some  of  their  crews 
on  board  the  men  of  war.  Three  of  the  line-of -battle 
ships,  two  frigates,  and  a  xe})e(iue,  with  .several  bomb- 
ketches,  and  other  vessels,  which  were  all  laden  with 
military  stores,  sailed  to  the  westward.  The  enemy's 
land-batteries,  as  is  mentioned  before,  were  gradually 
diminishing  in  their  fire  ;  but  upon  this  occasion,  they 
supported  the  boats  from  the  Bay,  with  a  very  animat- 
ed additional  cannonade. 

The  remainder  of  the   enemy's   ships,   laden  with 
military  stores,  sailed  on  the  night  of  the  19th  from 
the  Orange-grove  to  the  westward.     The  wind  con- 
tinued easterly  ;  and  on  the  succeeding  night,  or  rather 
the  morning  of  the  21st,  blew  so  strong  a  gale,  that  the 
St.  Michael  was  driven  from  her  anchors  more  than 
half-bay  over  :  every  exertion  was  made  to  recover  her 
station,  but  all  proved  ineffectual  ;   when  fortunately 
an   eddy-wind   brought  her  about,   and    Sir   Charles 
Knowles  was  happy  to  run  her  aground  within  the  New 
mole  on  a  sand-bank  south  of  the  tank.     The  gale  was 
so  powerful  on  Windmill-hill,  that  the  tents  of  the  59th 
regiment  were  torn  from  the  pickets,  and  carried  a  con- 
siderable distance  from  the  camp-ground.      To  obviate 
the  like   disagreeable   circumstances   in    future,    tliat 
regiment  was  remove.l  to  encamp  in  Suuthport  ditch, 
opposite  Sydow's   (formerly   Hardenberg'.s)   regiment.' 
This  arrangement  obliged  the  town-parade  to  be  chan-1 
ed  ;  and  the  guards  afterwards  assembled  on  the  Rc^l 
sands,  which  continues  at  this   time  to  be  the  general 
parade.     In  the  course  of  the  day,  the  St.   Miciiael 
was  warped  into  deej)  water,  and  moored  in  the   New 
mole.      At  night  a  de-^erter  came  in  :  he  informed  us 
that  the  enemy  ha<l   twenty  miners  at  work  near  the 
Devil's  tov^er.  protected  by  a  strong  guard  ;  that  we 
annoyeil  tiitir  oo'i:municati(^n  with  that  post  very  nuich, 
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and  every  evening  killed  and  wounded  many  men.  In 
consequence  of  this  intelligence,  our  fire  towards  that 
quarter  was  increased.  A  flag  of  truce,  on  the  20th, 
ha<l  informed  us  that  the  women  belonging  to  the  25th 
and  59th  regiments  were  at  the  enemy's  camp,  waiting 
more  moderate  weather,  to  be  sent  by  water  into  the 
Garrison.  The  22d,  they  were  received  ;  but  upon 
their  landing  were  conducted  to  the  Naval  hospital, 
whei'o  some  few  of  them  were  detained  by  the  faculty 
as  exceptionable.  Lieut.  Small,  of  the  Navy,  came 
over  on  the  23d  in  a  flag  of  truce.  He  told  us  the  ene- 
my's small  craft  had  materiallv  suffered  from  the  storm 
which  had  so  greatly  endangered  the  St.  Michael. 
The  Duke  de  Crillon,  the  day  following,  visited  the  pa- 
rallel, and  was  present  in  the  western  boyau,  whilst  an 
engineer  picketed  out  a  work  at  the  extremity  of  it,  near 
the  beach.  At  intervals,  we  could  now  distinctly  hear 
the  explosion  of  the  mines  in  the  enemy's  cave  or  gal- 
lerv  at  tlio  Devil's  tower.  Few  men  were  however  to 
be  seen  in  that  ucigliljourhood  ;  though  at  night  they 
continued  the  reliefs  and  brought  materials  as  usual. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  25th,  we  observed  the  gun 
and  mortar  boats  in  motion  ;  and  about  four  o'clock, 
eighteen  of  the  former,  and  eleven  of  the  latter,  advanc- 
ed from  Algeziras,  apparently  with  an  intention  of  re- 
newing their  attack  upon  the  unfortunate  St.  Michael ; 
but  eleven  of  our  gun-boats  opposing  them,  the  centre 
division  of  mortar-boats,  and  the  southward  division, 
stood  towards  Europa,  and  began  a  warm  bombard- 
ment upon  our  Camp,  throwing  their  shells  indiscri- 
minately from  Wiiiduiill-hiil  to  South  shed.  Our  gun- 
boats in  this  action  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  direct- 
ing their  opposition  entirely  against  the  mortar-boats  ; 
the  fire  of  which  they  in  a  great  measure  diverted  frctni 
the  siiipping.      .\  blind  shell  nevertheless  fell  into   the 
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ward-room  of  the  St.  Michael ;  and  another  shell  ear- 
ned away  tho  nii/en-ma>t  ot'the  Poreupitie  frigate,  aiitl 
burst  in  the  .state-ca]>in.  Seven  or  eight  shells  fell 
within  the  hospital-wall  :  one  disploded  in  a  ward,  and 
killed  and  wounded  several  of  tiie  sick.  Several  houses 
and  sheds  were  also  destroyed,  and  others  considerably 
injured.  In  short,  it  was  thought  to  be  the  warmest 
attack  we  had  ever  experienced  from  the  gun-boats  ; 
and  our  men,  being  mostly  in  spirits  after  their  Christ- 
mas  dinner,  were  consequently  less  upon  their  guard. 
One  was  kilktl,  and  seven  were  wounded,  in  the  camp. 
As  our  artillery  had  time  to  prepare,  the  enemy's 
cannonade  was  returned  m  ith  great  vivacity  ;  but  the 
mortar-boats  and  southward  division  hac!  taken  so  iudi- 
cious  a  station,  th.it  few  ordnance  could  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  them.  We  had  nevertheless  some  reason  to 
conelude  their  loss  was  superior  to  our  own.  Their 
land-batteries  (with  the  ad.lition  of  Fort  St.  Philip  and 
the  Black  battery,  which  had  l)een  silent  some  time) 
i'^)on  tliis  occasion,  as  ufKin  the  last,  increased  their 
lire  upon  the  town.  We  therefi.re  had  the  enemy 
I'pon  our  whole  front,  from  Europa  Point  to  Landport. 
At  a  quarter  past  six  o'clock,  the  mortar-boats  retired, 
nnil  were  covered  in  their  retreat  hy  the  gun-boats  as 
beP  re.*     This  di^hunuur-il.!.   •"«  1  cruel  meJe  of  prose- 

•  It  was  during  this  attack,  tli;it  the  niatei-als  fron^  which 
this  work  is  compiled,  were  in  tlie  most  imminent  danger 
of  U'ing  entirely  destroyed — A  thirteen-inch  shell  from  The 
enemy's  mortav-ljoat^;,  falling  abovi-  the  Camp-guard,  rolled 
along  the  road  leading  from  IJuena- Vista,  and  entered  the 
Aiitlior's  manpiee:  thouglj  liol.ted  when  it  entered,  and 
though  its  force  must  have  been  greatly  spent  upon  the 
ground,  the  fuse  luckily  broke  as  it  lodged  within,  and  the 
marquee,  with  the  furniture,  f.v  fl,..t  furtunalc  circumstance 
was  preserved. 
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cuting  the  war,  we  had  reason  to  thiuic,  would  be  con- 
tinued till  a  peace  should  put  an  eml  to  all  hostilities. 
The  enemy  had  been  very  industrious  in  impressing 
tliis  pli'dsinf^  information  on  the  memories  of  the  wo- 
men, who  had  been  lately  detained  by  the  weather  in 
their  camp.  They  were  toldy<>r  their  comfort^  that,  .as 
the  besieging  army  bad  been  reluctantly  compelled  to 
reliufjuish  the  idi-a  of  recovering  Gibraltar,  they  were 
determined  to  harass  and  alarm  the  Garrison  by  suc- 
cessive attacks  from  the  gun  and  mortar  boats,  which, 
for  the  purpose  of  having  regular  reliefs,  were  to  be  in- 
creased in  number  :  thus,  by  being  exposed  to  a  re- 
vengeful enemy,  the  prospect  before  us  promised  to  be 
more  irksome  and  vexatious  than  the  more  interesting 
period  which  had  passed. 

Although  the  enemy's  fire  from  the  i:jthmus  was  al- 
most discontinued,  the  Governor,  to\var<ls  the  conclu- 
sion of  December,  made  up  for  their  detieiency  by  a 
more  animated  discharge  than  usual :  every  night  the 
wlvde  N(»rth  front  app«'ared  a  continued  line  of  fire. 
The  Devil's  tower  chieliy  engaged  his  attention  :  their 
guard  at  this  post  generally  relieved  about  seven  or 
iight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  if  not  prevented  by  our 
tire.     The   work  (which  we  could  discover)  of  sand- 
bags was  totally   destroyed  :  and  the  sloping  timbers 
which  tliey  had  placed  against  the  rock  to  protect  them 
from  the  over-head  fire,   were  much  shattered  by  the 
weighty  fragments  of  rock   which  were  hurled  upon 
them  from  above.     The  night  of  the  27th,   the  enemy 
opened  three  embrasures  in  the  epaulement  at  the  east 
end  of  the  sixty -four-gun  battery.      The  embrasures 
were  then  masked,  and,  the  succeeding  evening,  were 
faced  with  fiiscines.     The  night  of  the  -iOth,  they  rais- 
ed  a  work  of  sand  bags,  of  a'oout  a  hundred  feet  in  ex- 
tent, at  th^.'  wer^tern  extremity  of  thv   mw   boyau.      It 
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was  picketed  out  when  the  Duke  was  present,  and  ex- 
tended to  the  rear  at  right  angles  with  tlie  epaulement. 
The  30th,  nineteen  gun  and  mortar  boats  came  out  of 
the  river  Palmones,  where  they  generally  retired  to  re- 
pair, after  firing  upon  the  Garrison.  Tlie  evening  of 
the  succeeding  day  being  very  calm,  and  some  move- 
ments being  observed  amongst  them,  we  expected  they 
would  commence  the  new  year  with  another  visit :  but 
we  were  happily  disappointed.  Since  we  were  suffi- 
ciently persuaded  of  the  conduct  which  the  enemy  had 
determined  to  pursue  for  the  remainder  of  the  war, 
the  Governor  again  adopted  the  idea  of  retaliation  : 
the  gun  mounted  on  Col.  Williams'  elevated  carriage 
was  removed  to  the  Old-mole  head,  and  other  prepara- 
tions were  made  to  annoy  their  camp,  when  the  boats 
should  renew  their  attack.  In  the  course  of  Decem- 
ber, several  vessels  and  boats  arrived  with  stores  and 
supplies.  Others  likewise  left  the  Bay,  and  flags  of 
truce  frequently  passed  between  the  Governor  and  the 
Duke.  Their  purport  was  not  however  publicly  known. 
The  last  day  of  December,  a  party  of  the  Navy  fish- 
ed up  one  of  the  guns  from  the  wreck  of  the  battering- 
ships  ;  and  the  following  day,  the  first  of  January,  1783, 
the  gun,  which  was  of  iron,  and  a  twenty-six  pound- 
er, was  drawn  in  procession  by  the  British  tars,  with  a 
Spanish  ensign  which  had  been  taken  from  on  board 
one  of  the  ships,  displayed  over  it,  and  attended  by  a 
band  of  music,  playing  God  save  the  King* 

*  Many  more  of  these  guns  were  afterwards  recovered 
from  the  wrecks  ;  and  most  of  them  being  of  brass,  vrvrc 
?;old,  and  the  sums,  with  other  monies  arising  from  the 
head-money  granted  by  Parliament  for  the  liattering-ships, 
and  Hie  sale  «>f  tlie  St.  ZSIichael  prize  were  proportioned  in 
shares  to  the  Garrison  and  marine  brigade. 


Our  observations  made  upon  the  enemy's  proceed- 
ings at  the  Devil's  tower,  were  as  yet  very  unsatisfac- 
tory ;  though,  by  the  enterprising  activity  of  a  Serjeant 
in  the  artificers,  we  knew  that  they  were  in  reality,  at 
work  in  a  cave  :  for   he  had  descended,   by  means  of 
ropes  and  ladders,  so  low  as  to  see  the  mouth  of  the 
cave,  and  hear  the  people  converse.      Early,  therefore, 
on  the  morning  of  the   4th,  three   of  the  Governor's 
Aide-de-camps  went  in  a  barge,  protected  by  two  gun- 
boats,   to   reconnoitre    this   ^lo^t.        Their    curiosity 
prompted  them  to  ap})roach  nearer  than  was  perhaps 
prudent,  as  the  guard  fired  musketry  upon  them,  and 
a  gun  or  two  were    discharged  from    Fort   Barbara 
Soon  after  they  returned,  the  new  three-gun  battery, 
at   the   east  end   of  the  sixtv-four  gun  battery,   was 
unmasked,  though  the  guns  were  under  metal.      In  th<i 
afternoon  of  the  same  day,  the  gun  and  mortar-boats 
advanced  in  two  divisions  from   Algeziras,  and,  when 
half-bay  o  er,  were  joined  by  a  third  division  of  five 
from  Cabrita  Point,  consistin<jr  in   all  of  thirty-three. 
The  centre  division  of  sixteen,  principally  mortar-boats 
was  warmly  attacked  by  Sir   Charles   Knowles,  with 
eleven   of  ours,   whilst   the  northern  division   was  as 
briskly  annoyed  from  the   King's  bastion.      This  divi- 
sion of  twelve  gun-boats  had  the  boldness  to  approach 
within  the  range  of  grape,  and  suffered  very  consider- 
ably.     One  was  undoubtedly  sunk  by  an  howitzer  shell, 
and  others  were  greatly  damaged.     Two  of  the  mor- 
tar-boats were  also  driven  from  the  line,  and  several 
others  were  observed  to  be  in  confusion.      The  land- 
batteries,  which  had  been  silent  since  the  Duke  had  vi- 
sited the  lines  on  the  2d  of  January,  seconded  the  at- 
tack by  sea  with  a  very  animated  fire.      The  Bay  being 
calm,  and  little  wind  blowing  to  carry  of!'  the  smoke 
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the     appearance   of    this  attack    all  togotlier,    from 
tho  extent  of  the   front  engaged,     was  trememlous. 
Lieutenant   HoUoNvay,    of    the    engineers,     A.ae.de- 
camp  to  General  Green,  was  wounded  by  a  sphnter  of 
a  shell,  which   fell  opposite  to  General    De  la  Motte  s 
quarters  at  the  southward,  where  the  staff  at  the  south- 
vvard  usually  a^sen.bled  upon  these  occasions.      Two 
men  were  killed,  and  one  wounded,  m  t^e  Garrison  ; 
buTthe  seamen  had  no  casuals.     The  St.  Michae   a^so 
on  this   occasion  escaped;  and  it   was  remarked,  not 
one  shell  fell  near  the  hospital.      When  the  boats  had 
expended  eightv-three  shot,  and  two  hundred  and  six 
Shells    they  retired:  from  the  Isthmus  five  hundred 
and  seventy-eight  shot,  and  a  hundred  and  two  shells, 
were  discharged  in  this  short  period. 

When  our  artillery  had  put  the  batteries  in  order, 
a  partv  was  detached,  about  eight  in  the  evenmg,  to 
the  Old  mole ;  and  upwards  of  a  hundred  rounds  of 
racUwt  shot,  with  large  and  small  shells,  were  thrown 
into  the  enemy's  camp  :  all  appeared  to  answer   except 
the  heavy  shells,  the  fuses  of  which  were  too  short  for 
the  ranee.     The  following  morning,  several  pieces  of 
a"un-boat,  an  oar,  with  some  bread,  garlick,  &c.  were 
setn  floating  in  the  Bay,  and  gathered  by  our  boats. 
This  served  to  strenj^then  our  conjecture  of  the  pre- 
ceding  evening,  that  one  of  the  gun-boats  had  been 
sunk  in  the  action.     In  the  evening,  about  nine  o  clock, 
our  northern  guanU  were  surprised  with  a  sudden  d.s- 
charure  of  musketry  on  the  causeway,  and  m  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of   Bay-side:  it  was  immediately  returned 
from  Landport,    and  the  lines,  with  a  ^-v  rounds  of 
c^rape   from    Covert-port  battery;  after  ^^^;<^  ^  w 
was  a  dead  silence.     The  next  morning,  a  bloody  hat, 
with  several  shot-holes  through  it,  w.-us  taken  up  near 
IViv.side.      We  could   not  otherwise  account  for  this 
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firing  than  by  supposing  that  some  sentries,  attempting 
to  desert,  hai  been  observed  and  pursued.  One  or 
two  of  our  own  men  in  the  Fleche  were  wounded  by  the 
scattered  grape-shot  from  the  Covert-port  battery. 

The  evening  of  the  9th,  the  enemy  paraded  with 
only  twenty-three  boats,  seemingly  with  an  intention 
of  renewing  their  attack  upon  the  shipping  and  Gar- 
rison ;  but  Sir  Charles  appearing  with  his  small  force, 
his   opponents  thought  proper   to   retire.      We  were 
however  alarmed,  early  the  next  morning,  by  their  fir- 
ing upon  the  Garrison  :  they  approached  very  cautlous- 
ly^and  directed  their  fire  towards  the  New  mole.     Sir 
Charles  Knowles  ha.l  his  boats  soon  manned  ;  but  had 
not  been  long  out,  before  one  of  them  was  unfortu- 
nately sunk  by  a  splinter  from  one  of  our  shells  which 
bur^t  in  the  air.     The  crew  were  instantly  taken  up 
by  their  friends,   and  the  boat  towed  in.     The  land- 
batteries  opened  as  before,  and  continued  firing  until 
the  boats  retreated.     Our  shipping  received  no  aamage, 
nor  were  any  seamen  hurt ;  but  in  the  Garrison,  we 
had  one  killol,  and  fifteen  or  sixteen  wounded,  besides 
a  Jew,  an  inhabitant.      One  of  thtir  shells  fell  into  the 
north  piivilion  of  the  South  barracks,  and  burst  upon 
the  second  floor ;  the  officers  were  luckily  out ;  for  the 
rooms,   above   and    below,    were    totally    destroyed. 
When  the  smoke  had  sufficiently  dispersed,  we  num- 
bered thirty-eight  boats,  but  could  not  distinguish  (as 
their  sterns  were  towards  us)  how  many  carried  mor- 
tars.    The  Governor  saluted  their  camp  in  the  even- 
ing from  the  Ol.l  mole.     A  boat  arrived  on  the   Uth 
from  Far.-.,    with  dispatches  to  the  Governor.     The 
Brilliant  frigate  was  ordered  soon  afterwards  to  be  pre- 
pared fi)r  sea. 

The  encmv's  cannonade  from  the  land,  except  when 
the  gun-boats  fired,  was  at  this  time  so  trifling,  that  it 
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scarce  deserved  the  name  of  a  continuation.     Oiii*  en- 
gineers were  therefore  employed  in  repairing  the  cur  • 
tain  of  the  Grand  battery,  the  north  face  and  flank  of 
Montague's  bastion,  witli  the  adjoining  curtain  ;  and 
though  the  men  wore  nuich  exposed  in  this  dutv,  the 
enemy  seldom  if  ever  molested  them.     Their  parties 
continued  bringing  various  materials  from  the  parallel 
to  the     post    at  the  Devil's  tower.       We  never    al- 
lowed them  to  pass,  or  even  appear,  without  a  tremen- 
dous volley   of  shells,  and   grape,    and   fragments  of 
stones,  discharged  from  the  sununit  of  the  rock.     But 
our  artillery  were  not  solely  engaged  with  the  enemy 
in  this  quarter  ;  every  annoyance  that  could  be  devised 
was  directed  against  them  in  all  quarters.     The  ord- 
nance, since  the  arrival  of  the  last  dispatches  from  Fa- 
ro, were  kept  in  as  quick  action  as  the  metal  would 
permit.     A  party  of  Corsicans  were  also  stationed  in 
the  lines,  to  punish  their  patrolcs,  who  frequently  had 
the  audacity  to  approach  within  a  few  yards  of  the  ey- 
tremity.     The  evenings  of  the  18th  and  19th,  the  ene. 
my  played  off  a  number  of  rockets  and   other  fire, 
works   at   Algeziras,   accompanied  with    several   dis- 
charges of  cannon.      They  likewise  saluted  us  from  the 
lines  with  a  volley  of  shells,  and  twenty.one  rounds  of 
shot.     We  could  not  divine  the  cause  of  these  rejoic- 
ings.    On  the  25th,  some  sparks  of  fire  communicat. 
ing  to  an  ammunition-box  at   Middle-hill  guard,  the 
contents  blew  up,  and  carried  away  gi'cat  part  of  the 
wall  aTid  guard-house,  bruising  and  burning  sevei-al  of 
the  guard.     The  engineers  were  immediately  ordered 
to  repair  the  breach,  and  not  quit  the  post  tilfthe  works 
were  in  their  original  state,    A  reinforcement  of  a  sub- 
altern from  the  line,  with  a  drum  and  twenty-one  rank 
and  filcj  was  ordered  likewise  to  join  that  guard  every 
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evening  ;  and  other  regulations  relative  to  it  were  es- 
tablished. 

On  the  29th,  Lieut.  Angelo  Raffaeli,  of  the  Corsi- 
can  company,  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  lines.  In 
the  evening,  the  gun  and  mortar  boats,  in  mmiber  twen- 
ty-eight, fired  upon  our  shipping  and  the  camp.  They 
took  their  stations  off  Europa  and  Rosia,  apparently 
determined  to  avoid  the  fire  from  the  King's  Bastion 
(which  they  had  found  so  fdtal  to  their  enterprises), 
and  directed  their  fire  principally  against  the  Brilliant 
frigate,  which  was  then  at  anchor  off  Buena- Vista,  and 
the  St.  Michael  in  the  New  mole.  Their  land-bat- 
teries opened  at  the  same  time,  directing  a  furious  can- 
nonade into  the  town,  and  along  our  northern  front. 
The  Garrison  returned  their  fire  with  great  vivacity, 
though  not  with  their  usual  success.  Our  gun-boats 
were  also  unfortunate,  one  of  them  being  damaged  very 
early  in  the  action,  and  obliged  to  be  towed  in.  We 
had  three  men  killed,  and  eleven  wounded  ;  six  of  whom 
were  of  the  o9th  regiment.  The  enemy  discharged 
from  their  boats  two  hundred  and  thirtv-six  shot,  and 
two  hundred  and  twentv-five  shells  ;  and  from  the  Isth- 
mus,  five  hundred  and  fifty-five  shot,  and  two  hundred 
and  forty-five  shells ;  after  which,  the  former  retired, 
and  the  latter  were  silent.  The  next  day,  four  gun- 
boats fired  upon  the  Brilliant,  en  passant^  but  soon  re- 
tired. At  night,  a  soldier  of  the  artillery,  who  had 
been  punished  some  time  before,  threw  himself  down 
the  precipice  from  the  Queen's  battery  at  Willis's  :  he 
passed  so  quickly  by  the  men  on  duty,  that  he  was  scarce- 
ly seen  ;  and  was  not  known  till  he  was  missing  the 
next  morning.  In  the  course  of  the  month,  one  of  the 
25th_regiment  deserted,  and  another  of  the  58th  (who 
liad  been  entertained  from  the  number  that  remained 
behind  of  the  prisoners,  who  were  taken  in  the  batter- 
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ing-shlps)  was  retaken  in  attempting  to  g-et  off.  Two 
boats  came  in  also  from  Faro,  and  a  third  was  intercept- 
ed in  luT  passage. 

February  was  introduced  by  an  animated  fire  from 
the  Garrison.     Every  part  of  the  enemy's  works  felt 
the  effects  of  onr  artillery.     Thus  affairs  were  proceed- 
injr,  when  on  the  id,  letters  from  the  Duke  de   Crillon 
informed    the   Governor,  that  the  prelimimtrics   of  a. 
general  peace  had  l)een  signed  between  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Spain.      When  the  boats   met,  the  Span- 
iards rose  up  with  transports  of  joy  and  cried  out,  *'  We 
"  are   rll  friends  ;"    delivering   the   letters    with   the 
greatest  appar.-nt  satisfiiction.     They  could  not  inform 
us  what  were  the  terms  of  the  peace  ;  which  occ  u.ion- 
ed  some  anxiety  in  the  Garrison  relative  to  the  fate  of 
Gibraltar.      Previous  to  the  boats  meeting,  the  enemy 
discharged  about  thirty  rounds,  but  never,  after  the 
letters  were  delivered,  fired  upon  the  Garrison.      Our 
artillery  also  ceased  in  the  evening.     The   Spaniards, 
the  succeeding  day,  advanced  from  their  works,  and 
conversed  with  our  sentries  in  the  lines,  expressing  their 
satisfaction  that  we  were  no  longer  at  variance.     This 
intercourse  was  however  forl/ulden  by  the  Governor, 
who  ordered  the  guai'ds  to  inform  those  who  approach- 
ed our  works,  that  all  correspondence  of  Hiis  nature 
was  to  be  suspended  till  official  accounts  were  received 
from  England  of  the  peace.     General  Eliott  answered 
the  Duke's  letter  on  the  3d,  and  ordered  the  Captain 
of  artillery  to  fi-e  an  elevated  shot,  frojn  Willis's,  over 
any  i)arties  which  mi;'ht  pass  l)etween  their  parallel  and 
tilt'  Devil's  tower.     The  Duke,   on  the  5th,  informed 
the  Governor  that  the  blockade  by  sea  was  discontinu- 
ed :  in  consequence  of  which,  a  placard    was  published 
in  the  Garrison,  signifying  that  the  port  of  GibruUnr 
•wa5  no-nin  open.     About  noon,  an  elevated  gun  was 


SIEGE  OF  GIBRALTAR. 


3G3 


wantonly  fired  over  their  works,  which  was  the  last  shot 
fired  in  this  siege. 

This  return  of  tranquillity,  this  prospect  of  plenty, 
and  relief  from  the  daily  vexations  of  so  tedious  a  siege 
could  not  fail  to  diff'use  a  general  joy  throughout  the 
Garrison.  Indeed  such  feelings  are  seldom  exerienced  ; 
they  baffle  all  attempts  to  describe  them  :  far  beyond  the 
pleasure  resulting  from  private  instances  of  success  or 
good  fortune,  ours  was  a  social  happiness  ;  and  the 
benevolent  sentiments  acted  upon  the  heart  with  addi- 
tional energy,  on  the  prospect  of  meeting  those  as 
friends,  with  whom  we  had  been  so  long  engaged  in  a 
succession  of  hostilities. 

The  Duke  on  the  Gth,  informed  the  Governor  that 
the  preliminaries  had  been  signed  the  20th  of  Januai-y 
at  Paris,  and  that  Gibraltar  was  to  remain  in  the  pos- 
session of  Great  Britain.  From  this  period,  operations 
on  both  sides  were  suspended  ;  each  party  anxiously 
waiting  official  accoimts  from  England  of  the  Peace. 
Towards  the  close  of  the  month,  the  Duke  began  to 
withdraw  some  of  the  ordnance  from  the  advanced  bat- 
teries, and  to  remove  materials  from  the  parallel  to  the 
camp.  The  Garrison,  on  the  other  hand,  were  emplov- 
ed  in  making  repairs,  and  in  arranging  various  matters, 
which  could  not  before  be  attended  to.  Several  shij)s, 
and  a  number  of  boats,  arrived  from  England  and 
Portugal ;  so  that  provisions  became  every  day  more 
abundant,  and  con£e<j[uently  the  prices  of  articles  more 
moderate. 

In  the  beginning  of  March,  a  schooner  arrived  from 
Barbary,  with  a  letter  accompanying  a  present  of  bul- 
locks for  the  Governor.  W^e  were  ignorant  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  letter  ;  but  it  was  imagined  the  subject  was, 
to  request  a  renewal  of  our  friendship.  Two  officers 
and  twenty. four  Corsicans,  who  in  their  passage  to 
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Gil>rr.lt.r  ha.l  been  chase.l  a..hore  on  the  coast  of  lUr- 
bavv  l.y  the  Spaniards,  arrive.1  also  .u  th.s  boat.  1  he 
former  informed  «.,  that  upon  the  commenecn.en  o 
the  attack  of  the  battoring-ships  on  the  preceding  Uth 
of  September,  the  Moors  at  Tangier  repaired  to  their 
mosques,  imploring  Heaven  in  behalf  of  their  oMolUes  ; 
Tnd  that  on  receiving  accounts  of  the  defeat  of  the  ene- 
my, thev-made  public  rejoicing,  and  gave  every  demon- 
stration  of  their  affection  for  the  English  nation. 

When  the  cessation  of  hostilities  took  place,  parlies 
were  almost  daily  parsing  between  the  Governor  and 
the  Duke  ;  and  the  Spanish  Ai.U-de-camps  never  omit- 
ted  expressing  their  surprise  th.at  the  Governor  had  not 
yet  heard  from  England.     Their  patience  as  well  as 
,urs  was  neatly  exhausted,  when  the  long-expected 
fr"gate  arrived  on  the  lO.li  of  March  :  but  for  some 
time,  even  when  she  had  got  into  the  Hay,  she  kept  us 
in  suspense,  bv  steering  close  along  the  >pamsh  shore, 
and   s^iowing   no  olom-s.      At  length,   however,  the 
Uritish  ensign  was  disi.layed,  and  the  anxious  Garrison 
saluted  her  with  a  general  huzza.     She  was  the  Thetis 
frigate.  Captain  Blankett ;  and  soon  after  ^he  anchor- 
ed  Sir  Roger  Curtis  (who  had  been  knighted  for  his 
conduct  on  the  Uth  of  September)  landed  with  dis- 
patches  for  the  Governor.     The  Duke  de  Cr.llon  sent 
a  pailev  to  the  (iarri.-.m  in  the  evening,  which  was  ans- 
wered 'the  suceeeiling  day.     The  subject  of  this  eorre- 
spondence  probably  was  to  appoint  an  interview  between 
the  Generals,  as  on  the  lith  his  Grace,  attended  by  his 
suite  came  down  to  the  extremity  of  the  western  boy.au, 
and  .sent  an  Aide-dc  camp  to  inform  the  Governor  In. 
was  arrived.    General  Eliott,  attende.1  by  Lieut.  Koeh- 
ler,  his  Aide-de  camp,  soon  afterwards  rode  out  by 
Lower  Vorbes-s,  and  was  met  by  the  Duke  on  the 
be.eh  half  wav  between  the  works  and  bay-side  bar- 
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rier.  Both  instantiv  dismounted  and  embraced.  Wlien 
the  salutations  were  over,  they  converccd  about  hdf  an 
hoiu*,  and  thou  returned  to  their  respective  commands. 
The  cannon  in  the  Spanish  batteries  were  now  all  dis- 
mounted ;  and  large  parties  were  daily  removing  them, 
with  ammunition,  also  various  materials,  from  their 
post  at  the  Devil's  tower,  to  the  lines  and  camp.  As 
their  guards  were  now  considerably  diminishi'd,  num- 
bers of  deserters  were  daily  coming  over  to  the  Garri 
son.  They  were  principally  foreigners  ;  and  the  reason 
they  gave,  was  a  dislike  to  the  service. 

The  Duke,  on  the  I8th,  sent  the  Governor  a  present 
of  a  grey  Andalusian  horse.  The  22d,  the  St.  Michael 
man  of  war  sailed  for  England,  where  .^he  happily  ar- 
rived safe.  The  day  following,  the  Governor,  accom- 
panied by  General  Green,  the  chief  engineer,  with  their 
Aide-de-camps,  met  the  Duke  in  the  Spanish  works  : 
they  were  conducted  by  his  Grace  through  the  whole, 
and  afterwards  to  the  cave  at  the  Devil's  tower.  The 
Governor  dined  with  the  Duke  at  San  Roque,  and  re- 
turned in  the  evening.  The  31st,  the  Duke  de  Crillon, 
accompanied  by  the  Marquis  de  Saya,  Prince  de  Ma- 

zarano.  Counts  de  Jamaique  and  de  Serano,  Don , 

the  Intendant,  and  Captain  Tendon,  returned  the  vi.sit. 
The  Governor  received  his  Grace  near  Forbes's ;  and 
on  entering  the  Garrison,  a  salute  was  fired  of  seven- 
teen pieces  of  cannon  from  the  Grand  battery.  When 
the  Duke  appeared  within  the  walls,  the  soldiers  salut- 
ed him  with  a  general  huzza  :  which,  being  unexpected, 
it  was  said,  greatly  confused  him.  The  reason  how- 
ever being  explained,  he  seemed  highly  pleased  with 
the  Old  English  custom  ;  and,  as  he  passed  up  the 
main  street,  where  the  ruinous  and  desolate  appearance 
of  the  town  attracted  a  good  deal  of  his  observation,  his 
Grace  behaved  with  great  affability. 
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The  officers  of  the  Garrison  were  introduced  by  corps 
to  the  Duke,  at  the  Convent.  When  the  artillory  were 
mentioned,  he  received  them  in  the  most  flatterinu:  man- 
ner :  "  Gentlemen,"  sjud  his  Grace,  addressing  himself 
to  them,  ''  I  would  rather  see  you  here  as  friends,  than 
"  on  yoiu*  batteries  as  enemies,  where,"  added  he,  "you 
"  never  spiu-cd  me."  The  Duke  afterwards  visited  the 
batteries  on  the  heights.  At  Willis's  he  made  some  re- 
marks' on  the  formidable  appearance  of  the  lower  defen- 
ces  ;  observing,  whilst  he  pointed  towards  the  Old-mole 
battery,  that,  "  had  not  his  opinion  been  over-ruled,  ho 
"  should  have  directed  all  his  efforts  against  that  part 
"  of  the  Garrison."  The  good  state  of  oiu*  batteries 
in  so  short  a  period  produced  some  compliments  to  the 
chief  engineer  ;  and,  when  conducted  into  the  gallery 
above  Farringdon  s  battery,*  his  Grace  was  particuUu-- 
ly  astonished,  especially  when  he  was  informed  of  its 
extent,  which  at  that  time  was  between  five  and  six  hun- 
dred feot.  Turning  to  his  suite,  after  exploring  the 
extremity,  "  These  works,"  he  exclaimed,  "  are  Morthy 
''  of  the  Romans."  After  dinner  (at  which  were  pre- 
sent the  Generals  and  Brigadiers  in  the  Garrison,  with 
their  suitesj  he  passed  through  the  camp  to  F^uropa, 
each  regiment  turning  out  without  arms,  and  giving 
three  cheers.  The  youth  and  good  ajipearance  of  the 
troops  much  engaged  his  attention.  When  his  curio- 
sity was  gratified  in  that  quarter,  he  returned,  and  was 
conducted  about  eight  o'clock  without  Landjxirt,  being 
saluted  with  seventeen  cannon  on  his  departure.  His 
horse  startled  at  the  Hash  of  the  guns,  and  almost,  if 
not  entirely  unhorsed  him  ;  but  he  esca}>ed  without 
being  hurt.  The  Dukr,  in  the  course  of  the  conversa- 
tion at  dinner,  paid  many  handsome  compliments  to  the 

*  Now  called  "Windsor. 
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Governor  and  Garrison  for  their  noble  defence.  ''  lie 
''  had  exerted  himself  (he  said)  to  the  utmost  of  his 
''  abilities  ;  and,  though  he  had  not  been  successful, 
"  yet  he  was  happy  in  having  his  Sovr  r.iL'-n's  approba- 
'•  lion  of  his  conduct." 

Before  the  Duke  de  Crillon  entered  the  Garrison, 
the  Count  de  Russigniac,  Colonel  in  the  French  service, 
(who,  the  reader  may  remember,  was  very  presiding  for 
admittanci  into  the  Garrison  some  few  <lavs  after  the 
defeat  of  the  battering-shi{»s,  and  who,  lor  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  seeing  the  place,  had  remained  behind)  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  Garrison  without  the  Duke's  know- 
ledge  ;  and  b-ing  in  the  Fleche  at  Landport  when  the 
Duke  was  approaching  from  Forbes's,  his  Grace  could 
not  n  void  seeing  him.  As  he  had  entered  without  the 
Duke's  permission,  his  Grace  requested  he  might  not 
see  him  at  the  Convent ;  and  the  Count  being  informed, 
withdrew  into  the  Garrison,  apparently  mucli  chagrined 
at  the  Duke's  particularity.  When  his  Grace  return- 
ed, it  was  said,  orders  were  given,  not  to  permit  the 
Count  to  go  back  by  wav  of  the  lines.  The  foUowino- 
evening,  however,  after  satisfying  his  curiosity  in  the 
Garrison,  h<^  returned. 

The  2d  o '  April,  the  Duke  de  Crillon  quitted  the 
camp  in  hi-  route  to  Madrid.  He  was  succeeded  in 
command  by  Lieut.  General  the  Marquis  de  Saya,  who 
had  accompanied  his  Grace  into  the  Garrison,  and  (what 
was  very  singular)  had  served  as  an  officer  at  the  pre- 
ceding siege  of  Gibraltar  in  1727.  Deserters  still  con- 
tinaed  coming  over  to  us,  and  the  Spaniards  were  em- 
ployed in  removing  materials  fron»  the  neutral  ground 
to  the  lines.  Letters  often  passed  between  the  Marcjuis 
and  General  Eliott ;  but  though  the  latter  requested 
to  pay  his  compliments  at  San  Roijue,  the  etiquette  ob- 
served by  the  former  (orders  havmg  been  received  from 


368 


HISTORY  OF  THE 


Madrid  to  prevent  all  intercourse)  would  not,  for  some 
time,  permit  him  to  receive  the  Governor.  The  15th 
of  April,  Sir  Rodpor  Curtis  sailed  in  the  Brilliant 
frigate  on  an  emba.ssy  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  :  he 
took  with  him,  as  a  present,  four  brass  twenty-six  pound- 
ers (which  had  been  weighed  from  the  wreck  of  the  bat- 
tering-ships) with  proportionable  ammunition. 

His  ^lajesty  having  been  pleased  to  confer  upon  the 
Governor  the  Most  lionounible  Or«lerofthe  Bath,*  as  a 
mark  of  His  Royal  approbation  for  the  defence  of  Gib- 
raltar ;  and  havhig  signified  his  pleasure  by  Sir  Roger 
Curtis,  that   Lieutenant- General  Boyd  should  act  as 
His  Majesty's  representative  in  investing  General  Eliott 
with  the  insignia  of  the  order,  which  ceremony  was  to 
be  performed  in  as  splendid  and  magnificent  a  manner 
as  the  state  of  the   Garrison  would  permit ;  the  en- 
gineers, soDn  after  the  arrival  of  the  Thetis,  began  to 
erect    a  colonnade  upon   the  rampart  of  the   King's 
Bastion,  that  the  honours  might  be  conferred  where 
the  victory   was  gained.     By  the  23d  of  April  (St. 
George's  day)  the  colonnade  was  finished ;  and  every 
preparation  for   the  ceremony   being   completed,  the 
Governor  commenced  by  communicating  to  the  troops 
the  thanks  of  their  King  and  Country  for  their  defence 
of  Gibraltar.     Detachments  from  all  the  regiments  and 

*  This  was  not  the  only  honour  conferred  on  the  General 
for  his  services  in  defending  Gibrultiir.  Parliament  voted 
him  a  handsome  pension  for  life  ;  and  his  Sovereign,  on  his 
return  to  Britain  in  1787,  gave  him  an  additional  mark  of 
his  approbation,  by  dignifying  him  with  the  British  Peer- 
age, by  the  stile  and  title  of  Lord  Ilcathtield,  Baron  Heath- 
iield  of  Gibraltar,  with  the  honourable  distinction  of  bear- 
ing, in  chief,  with  his  own  arms,  the  arms  of  the  Garri- 
son.— General  Boyd  was  also  honoured  with  the  Order  of 

the  Bath,  and  Generiil  Green  distinguished  by  a  Baronetcv. 
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corps,  with  all  the  officers  not  on  duty,  were  assembled 
in  three  lines  on  the  Red  sands  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning  :  and  the  Governor,  taking  post  in  the  centre 
of  the  second  line,  and  the  usual  compliments  being 
paid,  his  Excellency  addressed  himself  to  the  Garrison 
as  follows : 


"  Gentlemen, 

"  I  have  assembled  you  this  day,  in 
order  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  mav  receive,  in 
the  most  public  manner,  an  authentic  declaration  trans- 
mitted to  me  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  expressing 
the  high  sense  His  Majesty  entertains  of  yoiu*  meri- 
torious conduct  in  defence  of  this  Garrison.  The 
King's  satisfaction  upon  this  event  was  soon  divulged 
to  all  the  world,  by  his  most  gi'acious  speech  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament.  The  House  of  Lords  and  the 
Hoase  of  Commons  not  only  made  the  suitable  pro- 
fessions in  their  addresses  to  the  Throne,  but  have 
severally  enjoined  me  to  communicate  their  unanimous 
thanks  bv  the  followin<j  resolutions  :" 


"  Die  Veneris^  13  Deceutbrls^  1782. 


*'  Resolved,  nemine  dissenticuti;.  by  the  Lords  Spirit- 
ual and  Temporal,  in  Parliament  assembled, 
that  this  House  doth  highly  approve  and  acknow- 
ledge the  services  of  tiie  Officers,  Soldiers,  and 
Sailors,  lately  employed  in  tlie  defence  of  Gib- 
raltar  ;  and  that  General  Elliot  do  signify  the 
same  to  them." 
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"  Die  Jovis^  12  Deccmhris^  1782. 

"  Resolved,  nciniae  contruiuccnte^  that  the  thanks 
of  this  House  [Commons]  be  given  to  Lieut. 
General  Boyd,  Major  General  De  la  Motte, 
Major  General  Green,  Chief  engineer,  to  Sir 
Roger  Curtis,  Knt.,  and  tothe  Officers,  Soldier?^ 
and  Sailors,  lately  employed  in  the  defence  of 
Gibraltar." 

The  Governor  then  proceeded : — *'  No  army  has 
ever  been  rewarded  by  higher  national  honours ;  and 
it  is  well  known  how  great,  universal,  and  spontaneous 
were  the  rejoicings  throughout  the  kingdom,  upon  the 
news  of  your  success.  These  must  not  only  give  you 
inexpressible  pleasure,  but  afford  matter  of  triumph  to 
your  dearest  friends  and  latest  posterity.  As  a  farther 
proof  how  just  yoiu"  title  is  to  such  flattering  distinc- 
tions at  home,  rest  assured,  from  undoubted  authority, 
that  the  nations  in  Europe,  and  other  parts,  are  struck 
with  admiration  of  your  gallant  behaviour  :  even  our 
late  resolute  and  determined  antagonists  do  not  scruple 
to  bestow  the  commendations  due  to  such  valour  and 
perseverance. 

"  I  now  most  warmly  congratulate  you  on  these  unit- 
ed and  brilliant  testimonies  of  approbation,  amidst  such 
numerous,  such  exalted  tokens  of  applause  :  andforgice 
me,  faithful  companions^  if  I  humbly  crave  your  accept- 
ance of  my  grateful  acknowledgements.  I  only  presume 
to  ask  this  favour,  as  having  been  a  constant  witness  of 
your  cheerful  submission  to  the  greatest  hardships,  yotir 
matchless  spirit  and  exertions,  and  on  all  occasions^  ijour 
heroic  contempt  of  every  danger.'* 

A  grand  feu-de-joie  was  then  fired  by  the  line,  each 
discharge  commencing  with  a  royal  salute  of  twenty. 
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one  guns.  Three  cheers  closed  the  ceremony.  The 
Commander  in  Chief,  General  and  Field  Officers,  after- 
wards  withdrew  ;  and  the  detachments  (formed  two 
deep)  marched  into  town,  and  lined  the  streets  lea«ling 
from  the  Convent,  by  the  Spanish  church  and  Grand 
parade,  to  the  King's  bastion.  About  half  past  eleven 
o'clock,  the  proces>ion  began  in  the  follow  ing  order  : 
all  uncovered,  and  two  deep,  except  the  troops  under 
arms. 


Marshal. 

Music,  12th  Regnnent, 
Playing,  "  See  the  conquering  Hero  comes." 

ARTILLERY. 

Quarter-Master-General,  and    Adji  tant-Gene- 

RAL,  Town- Major,  and  Deputy  ; 

With  other  STAFF  OF  THE  GARRISON. 

First  Division  of  FIELD  OFFICERS,  voungest  fir.t. 

Music,  58th  Regiment. 

THE  COMMISSIONER'S  SECRETARY, 

Bearmg  on  a  crimson  velvet  cushion  the  Connnisbion. 

THE  COMMISSIONER'S  AIDE  DE-CAMPS. 

LIEUT.  GENERAL  BOYD,  THE  KING'S 

COMMISSONER. 

THE  GOVERNOR'S  SECRETARY, 

Bearing,  on  a  crimson  velvet  cushion,  the   Insignia  <>f 

the  Order  of  the  Bath. 

THE  GOVERNOR'S  AIDE-DE-CAMPS, 

AS  ESQUIRES. 
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GENERAL    E  L  I  O  T  T, 

THE  KNIGHT  ELECT; 

Supported  by  Generals  DE  LA  MOTTE  and 

GREEN,  Aidc-do-camps  to  the  Major  Generals. 

MAJOR  GENERAL  PICTON. 

His  Aide-de-camp. 

THE  BRIGADIER  GENERALS,  eldest  first. 

Their  Bri;^ade  Majors. 

Music,  De  la  Motte's. 

Second  Dinsion  of  FIELD  OFFICERS,  eldest  first. 

Music,  56th  Regiment. 
THE  GRENADIERS  of  the  Garrison. 


No  compliment  was  paid  to  the  Knight  Elect ;  but, 
as  the  Commissioner  passed,  each  regiment,  with  the 
officers,  saluted.     When  the  procession  arrived  at  the 
Colonnade,  the  General  and  Field  Officers  placed  them- 
selves on  each  side  of  the  Throne  ;  the  artillery  form- 
ed under  the  Colonnade,  and  the  grenadiers,  fronting 
the  bastion,  along  the  line-wall.     The  proper  reveren- 
ces being  made  to  the  vacant  Throne,  the  Coinmissioner 
desired  his  secretary  to  read  the  Commission  :  which 
being  done,  he  addressed  the  Knight   Elect  in  a  short 
complimentary  speech,  taking  the  ribband  at  the  conclu- 
sion and  placing  it  over  the  Governor's  shoulder,  who  in- 
clined a  little  for  that  purpose  :  three  reverences  were 
then  a  second  time  made,  and  each  took  his  seat  on  a 
crimson  velvet  chair  on  each  side  of  the   Throne,  the 
Commissioner  sitting  on  the  right  hand.      The  Gover- 
nor was  no  sooner  invested,  than  the  music  struck  uj> 
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God  save  the  King.  The  grenadiers  fired  a  vollev, 
and  a  grand  discharge  of  a  hundred  and  sixty  pieces  of 
cannon  was  fired  from  the  sea-line.  The  procession 
then  passed  forwards  through  the  colonnade,  and  re- 
turned in  the  same  order.  The  detachments  were 
afterwards  dismissed,  and  each  non-commissioned  of- 
ficer and  private  received  a  pound  of  fresh  beef  and  a 
quart  of  wine.  The  Generals,  with  their  suites,  and 
the  Field-officers,  dined  at  the  Convent.  In  the  even- 
ing, the  Colomiade  was  illuminated  with  different-co- 
loured lamps,  and  transparent  paintings  in  the  back 
scene  :  and  Sir  Georgo  Augustus  Eliott,  with  the 
Lieutenant  Governor,  and  principal  officers  of  the 
Garrison,  assembling  at  the  King's  bastion  about  nine 
o'clock,  there  was  a  display  of  fire-works  from  the 
north  and  south  bastions,  and  the  Spanish  church  ;  the 
principal  of  which  were  fired  from  the  latter,  being  op- 
posite to  the  company. 

Thus  in  festivity,  and  with  honour,   ended  the  la- 
bours of  the  Garrison  of  Gibraltar.     During  a  period 

of  TUREE  TEARS,    SEVEN    MONTUS,    AND    TWELVE    DAYS 

(that  is,  from  the  commencement  of  the  blockade  to 
the  cessation  of  arms),  we  had  experienced  a  continued 
series  of  watchfulness  and  fatigue,  the  horrors  of  fa- 
mine, and  every  harassing  and  vexatious  mode  of  at- 
tack, which  a  powerful,  obstinate,  and  revengeful  ene- 
my could  devise.  On  reviewing  the  transactions  of 
this  period,  two  circumstances  cannot  fail  to  strike  the 
attentive  reader  ;  viz.  the  very  slow  manner  in  which 
the  enemy  proceeded  in  their  operations,  and  the  im- 
possibility of  maintaining  so  strict  a  blockade,  as  to 
prevent  all  communication  by  sea.  To  evince  these 
and  other  circumstances  not  unimportant  to  militarv 
readers,  I  have  been  reduced  to  greater  accuracy  and 
miimteness  than  ordinai-y  historians  are  obliged  to  ol). 
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serve;  and  instead  of  the  acuteness  of  investigation,  or 
a  splendid  sententiousness,  I  have  been  necessitated  to 
pursue  the  narrative,  almost  uninterruptedly,  in  the  te- 
dious form  of  a  Journal.  I  have  not  presumed  to  in- 
tersperse many  animadversions  of  my  own  :  the  only 
merit  to  which  I  cc.n  lay  any  claim,  is  that  of  a  faithful 
narration  of  facts  ;  and  I  confess,  I  would  at  any  time 
rather  walk  in  the  beaten  track  of  truth,  than  mislead 
the  judgment  of  my  readers  to  the  wilds  of  fancy  and 
conjectiu'e. 


A  return  of  casualties  is  annexed  ;  also  the  expendi- 
ture of  ammunition,  both  by  the  P^nemy  and  the  Gar- 
rison. These  papers,  as  well  as  the  estimate  of  pro- 
visions, I  thouglit  better  to  throw  into  the  form  of  an 
appendix,  than  to  interrupt  the  narrative  by  their  in- 
sertion. 


APPENDIX. 


TOTAL  LOSS  OF  THE  GARRISON. 


Officers.  Privates,  A:c.   Total. 


Killed  and  dead  of  ^vounds, 

G 

327 

333 

Disabled  by  wounds. 

34 

104 

138 

Dead  of  sickness,  exclusive  of  \ 

those  who  died  of  tlic  scurvy    > 

7 

529 

536 

in  1779and  178C),                      ) 

Dischari^ed,  from  incurable  com- 

plaints, 

0 

181 

181 

Deserted, 

0 

43 

43 

Total     1231 


Expenditure  of  Ammunition  from  the  Garrison^  from 
the  Vlth  September  1779  to  the  Sd  of  February  1783. 

From  the  Garrison,  20(),G00  Rounds. 

From  the  British-Gun  boats,        4,728  Shot. 


Total     205,328' 

By  the  Enemy,  from  the  \'2th  of  April  1781  to  the  2d 
of  February  1783. 

From  the  Spanish  Batteries,     244,104  Rounds. 

From  the  Spanish  Gun-boats,     14,283  Shot  and  Shells. 

2o8,3S:f 

•  The  Ciarrison  expended  very  near  .'((KX)  barrels  of  powder  ;  and  the 
number  of  ordnance  dannaged  and  destroyed  during  the  siege,  amount- 
ed Xo  5.1. 

t  The  number  of  barrels  <»f  powder  ixpfudcd  by  the  enemy  could 
never  Ik-  ascertained,  nor  what  ordnance  were  destroyed. 


376 


APPENDIX. 


An  Estimate  of  the  Prices  fixed  upon  Proi'isions  by  a 
Committee  of  Offijjers,  at  Gibraltar^  Oct.  23,  1782. 

The  sums  are  turned  into  sterling,  at  the  ovcrarje  exchange  of  39<1  •  the 
dollar ;  though  the  Garrison-exchange  fluctuated  betwixt  4(Kl.  and  42d. 

PRICES  LIMITED  BY  THE  COMMITTEE. 


Fresh  beef,  veal,  and  mutton,  per  \h. 

Pork,  ditto,  ditto, 

Ducks  and  fowls,  per  couple, 

A  goose,        .... 

A  turkey, 

A  pair  of  piffcons,  .  , 

Corned  beef,  i)er  lb. 

Corned  pork,  ditto 

Ham,  ditto 

Bacon,  and  dried  tongues,  ditto 

Cheese,  ditto 

Salt  butter,  ditto 

An  egg 

Pickled  tripe,  per  lb. 

Potatoes,  ditto 

Loaf  sugar,       ditto 

Powder  sugar,  ditto 

Best  green  tea,  ditto 

Bohea,  or  souchong,  ditto 

Coffee,  ditto 

Flour,  ditto 

Mould  candles,  ditto 

Common,  ditto 

A  hogshead  of  porter. 

Bottled  porter  (with  bottles)  per  dozen. 

A  hogshead  of  Port  wine, 

Port  wine  (with  bottles)  per  dozen. 

Good  common  wine,  per  gallon, 

Inferior  ditto,  ditto 


£      s.   d, 
0    2    6 

0     1     3 

0    9    9 

Olio 

0  14     7^ 

0    3    3 

0    1     3 

0    0  10 

0  1  10^ 
0    1     3 

0    1     3 

0    1   10^ 
.        0    0    2^ 

0    1     3 

0  0  7^ 
0    2    6 

0    2    1 

1  1  11^ 
0  13    0 

0  1  10^ 
0    0    71 

0     1     (4 

0   0  lo' 

5  13  9^ 
0  14    ll 

.      24    7    6 

1  12  5^ 
0    4  11 

0    3    8 
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Claret  (with  bottles)  per  dozen 
Best  fish*,  per  lb. 
Inferior  kind,  ditto 
Small  fry,  ditto 


£    s.  d. 

1   17  H 

0     I  3" 

0    0  10 

0    0  7^ 


This  estimate  afterwards  underwent  some  small  altera- 
tion by  the  Committee,  the  wines  being  fixed,  they  thought, 
at  too  low  a  price. 


TRICES  DURING  THE  BLOCKADE. 

Fresh  beef,  veal,  &c.  per  lb. 

Pork,  ditto, 

Ducks  and  fowls,  per  couple, 

A  goose, 

A  turkey, 

A  pair  of  pigeons, 

Round  of  beef,  per  lb. 

Salt  beef  and  pork, 

Ham,  ditto. 

Bacon  and  dried  tongues,  ditto. 

Cheese,  ditto, 

Salt  butter,  ditto, 

Eggs,  per  dozen. 

Potatoes,  per  lb. 

Loaf  sugar,  ditto,  sold  at  an  auction  for 

Powder  sugar,  ditto, 

Best  green  tea,  bohea,  &c.,  do.  from  1 

Coffee,  ditto. 

Flour,  ditto. 

Common  candles,  ditto 

Malaga  wine,  per  bottle. 

Inferior,  ditto,  . 


£ 

*. 

d.       £ 

5.    d. 

from  0 

2 

1  to  0 

4  10.^ 

from  0 

2 

1  to  0 

4  r 

from  0  13 

0  to  1 

111^ 

• 

1 

10    4 

2 

8    9 

• 

0 

9    9 

0 

2  11 

• 

0 

1     3 

• 

0 

4     1 

• 

0 

3    3 

• 

0 

4     1 

from  0 

2 

6  to  0 

4     1 

• 

0 

4  10^ 

• 

0 

2     g" 

;tion  for 

0 

17     1 

from  0 

2 

6  to  0 

4  10^ 

from  1 

8 

0  to  2 

5    6 

• 

0 

6    9 

from  0 

1 

3  to  0 

2     1 

0 

2    6 

• 

0 

4  lOf 

9 

0 

2    G 

*  During  the  blockade,  fish  were  generally  sold,  according  to  their 
size  and  quality,  at  most  exorbitant  rates. 
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Besides  the  articles  mentioned  under  the  head  of  the 
Blockade-price,  the  following  sold  in  the  course  of  the 
Siege  for  the  sums  annexed  to  them. 


A  calf's  head  and  feet, 

A  calf's  pluck, 

Hind  quarter,  with  the  head  and  tail 

of  an  Algerine  sheep,  . 

Head  and  feet  of  a  sheep, 
A  bullock's  head,  without  tongue, 
A  bullock's  heart,  , 

A  goat's  head,  .  . 

Onions,  per  lb.  , 

A  cabbage,  .  , 

A  bunch  of  cabbage  leaves, 
A  bunch  of  carrots  and  turnips, 
A  small  bunch  of  radishes, 
A  pint  of  milk  and  water,  , 

A  lemon,  .  , 

A  quill, 
A  live  pig  sold  for  , 


A  large  sow  in  pig  sold  for  upwards  of  L.29.  A  goat, 
with  a  yoimg  kid,  both  of  wliich  had  been  purchased  in 
England  for  15s.  sold  in  the  Garrison,  when  the  latter  was 
about  twelve  months  old,  for  near  L,12.  AnEnglish  milch 
cow  was  wld,  in  17S(>,  for  fifty  guineas;  reserving  to  the 
seller  a  pint  of  milk  each  day  whilst  she  gave  milk  :  and 
another  cow  was  purchased  by  a  Jew  for  sixty  guineas  ; 
but  the  beast  was  in  so  feeble  a  condition,  that  she  dropped 
down  dead  before  she  had  removed  many  hundred  yards. 
If  these /ac/^  were  not  thought  sufficient  to  demonstrate  the 
exorbitant  prices  of  every  article  in  the  Garrison,  others 
could  be  adduced  of  equally  as  surprising  a  complexion. 


£   s. 

t/. 

1   14 

u 

0  U 

'1 

7  10 

0 

0  14 

^ 

1     3 

n 

0    9 

9 

0    8 

n 

0    2 

6 

0     1 

7^ 

0    0 

5 

0     1 

Oi 

0    0 

5 

0    1 

3 

0    0 

5 

0    0 

^ 

9  14 

9 
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The  following  are  the  proportions  of  the  Prize-moneif^ 
as  distributed  to  the  Garrison  of  Gibraltar^  from  the 
sums  arising  from  the  Head-money  granted  by  Par- 
liament for  destroyi.ig  the  Battering-ships^  and  the 
sale  of  the  St.  Michael  man  of  war. 

The  subsequent  Sums  are  proportions  of  L. 30,000, 
which  was  the  sum  first  divided. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

The  Governor,  1-1  Gth, 

1875 

0 

0 

Lieutenant  Governor, 

937 

10 

0 

Major  General 

468 

15 

0 

Brigadier  General,             . 

207 

10 

0 

Colonel, 

15G 

1 

0 

Lieutenant  Colonel, 

80 

16 

0 

Major, 

57 

15 

6 

Captain, 

43 

10 

1 

Lieutenant, 

25 

5 

6 

Second  Lieutenant  and  Ensign, 

22 

0 

^ 

Sergeant, 

3 

6 

9 

Coporal, 

2 

0 

Hi 

Private, 

1 

9 

1 

A  second  act  of  Parliament  afterwards  past,  for  granting 
to  the  Garrison  whatever  might  be  fished  up  from  the 
wrecks  of  the  Battering-ships ;  and  tho':e  employed  in  this 
duty  proceeded  with  such  success,  that  brass  and  iron  can- 
non, with  other  articles,  were  recovered  to  a  considerable 
value. 

Two  divisions  of  £16,000,  and  £8000,  have  since  been 
distributed  ; — the  latter  of  which,  it  is  imagined,  will  be 
the  last. 
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J.  TUOMSOS,  rHINTER,   MILNE  SQUMIE. 


BOOKS  PUBLISHED  BY  THOMAS  NELSOX. 

GOLDSMITH'S 

HISTORY  OF  THE  EARTH 

AND 

A  N I M  A  T  E  I)   N  A  T  U  E  E. 

A  NEW  EDITION,  COMPLETE  IN  ONE  VOLUME  OCTAVO. 

ILLUSTRATED  WITH 
NUMEROUS  WOOD  ENGRAVINGS, 

IJV  C.  E.  BRUCE. 

PARK'S  TRAVELS 

IN   THE 

INTERIOR  OF  AFRICA, 

ILLUSTRATED  WITH  AN 

ELEGANT  VIGNETTE  AND  FRONTISPIECE. 

C03IPLKTE  IN  ONE  VOLUME  18m0. 

Printed  x^erbatim  from  the  original  Quarto  Edition. 

BUCHAN'S 

DOMESTIC  MEDICINE. 


IN  ONE  VOLUME    IHmo, 


800K3  PUBLISHED   BY  THOMAS    NELSON. 

B'  HALLS  CONTEMPLATIONS 

ON    THE 

HISTORICAL  PASSAGES 

OF  THE 

OLD  AND  NEW  TESTAMENTS. 

COMPLETE  IN  UNE  VuLl  ME  8V0. 
WITH  Lirr.  AND   POHTHAIT. 

"  In  these  Contemplations  we  have  an  admirable  exem- 
plification of  the  uses  of  sacred  Ili^^tory  and  liionrraphy. 
They  brin;?  out,  with  irroat  force  antl  effect,  the  views  both 
of  the  divine  character  and  of  the  human,  which  those  nar- 
ratives are  designed  to  unfoM  They  contain  a  vast  fund 
of  practical  wisdom,  drawn  from  the  highest  source.  We 
are  not  acquainted,  indeed,  with  any  work  from  which  a 
larger  number  might  be  selected,  of  pithy  sententious  max- 
ims and  moral  apophthegms,  of  the  most  salutary  use  in  all 
the  departments  of  personal  and  social  conduct.  Nor  do 
we  know  any  work  that  more  succeasfuUy  blends  the  in- 
structive with  the  entertaining."— "'He  being  dead,  yet 
Bpeaketh,'  and  speaketh  in  such  a  manner,  that,  after  the 
lapse  of  two  centuries,  he  '^till  commands  a  hearing,  and  is 
listened  to  with  attention,  delight,  and  profit,  by  suceessivo 
generations." — Dr  Wardlaw. 

«  Hall's  Contemplations  upon  the  histories  of  Scripture 
arc  as  entertaining  and  instructive  as  the  subjects  illustrated 
are  important  and  wonderful.  I  cannot  but  esteem  the 
works  of  this  author  amongst  the  most  valuable  composi- 
tions extant  in  our  langu:ige." — Ilcrvey. 

"  I  have  met  with  no  devotional  writin-^s  on  the  liisiu,  i  ,i 
parts  of  Scripture,  that  have  given  me  so  much  entertain- 
ment n^  those  of  Bishop  lUWr—nnddndgc, 
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